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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  following  Novel  is  the  produc- 
tion of  the  Baron  Kuic^e,  a  gentle- 
man already  adva^tageoufly  known  by  fe- 
veral  other  works,  whofe  fuccefs  announce 
their  merit :  he  appears  to  have  a  thorough 
jLnowledge  of  men  and  manners,  exhibiting 
a  critical  and  moral  pifture  of  almoft  eydry 
condition  in  human  life,  each  fituation  of- 
fering a  u(eful  leflbn.  The  variety  of  cha- 
xa&er«  the  diverfity  of  adventures  and  de- 
icriptions,  with  the  plcalant  vein  of  criti- 
ci(m  that  runs  through  the  whole  work, 
renders  it  a$  inftruAive  as  amufing  ;  keeps 
the  imagination  alive,  while  at  the  faoie 
time  the  author,  under  the  ingenious  dif- 
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iv  ADVERTISEMENT. 

guife  of  natural  and  interefting  fiftioHj  in^ 
culcates  the  pureft  moralicy. 

The  Germans  feldom  feparate  the  ufeful 
from  the  agreeable;  the  imagination  of 
their  novel  writers  is  of  a  caft  peculiar  to 
•themselves,  leis  extravagant  than  the  Ita« 
Jians,  yet  not  lefs  fertile  than  that  of  their 
Gallic  neighbours,  though  more  gende  and 
iubordinate  to  nature,  averfe  to  exaggera- 
tion, almoft  ever  keeping  within  the  bounds 
of  probability. 

To  thofc  who  are  fond  of  ftudying  the 
manners  of  fociety,  of  knowing  mankind, 
and  indulging  a  turn  for  ridicule,  this  no* 
vel  may  prove  a  favourite  companion. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Birth  and  Education  of  Peter  Chm. 

MY  &ther,  Joachim  Claus^  was  a  flioc- 
maker  in  the  little  town  of  the  elcc- 
tomte  of  Hanover  ;  by  marrying  tny  mo- 
ther, EJeanor  Dromeyer,  he  became  allied 
to  fooit  of  the  bcft  families  in  the  country. 
My  uncle,  John  Valentine  Dromeyer,  was 
an  apothecary  and  a  burgomafter,  and  wore 
oa  a  Sunday,  particularly  if  be  went  to  the 
capita/,  a  large  fuU-bottomed  Vig,  a  brown 
coat  with    brafs   \>vittous.  andai^^^^th 
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.wai/lcoat  with  long  flaps.  A  man  of  fuch 
importance  would  doubtlefs  never  have 
confented  to  the  marriage  of  his  (ifler  with 
a  (hoemaker,  had  not  fome  certain  cir« 
cumftances  which  preceded  the  wedding, 
procured  me  the  pleafure  of  aflifting  at  the 
ceremony. 

The  poorer  part  of  the  family  alone  were 
prefent  at  the  folemnity  -,  for  my  uncle  Va- 
lentine pretending  indifpoiition,  the  more 
wealthy  did  not  think  fit  to  honor  my 
parents  with  their  company;  neither  in 
future  did  they  employ  my  father,  leaving 
to  Providence  (in  whofe  care  the  wretched 
arc  generally  placed)  the  whole  weight  of 
our  fubiiftence» 

When  I  was  fix  years  old,  I  loft  my 
mother ;  (he  died  in  child-bed,  the  infant 

which 


lAadi  Acjiiwcd  Viet  c^  Ytfc  expiring   with 
ki.  My  father  (hewed  no  inclination  to 
many  ^^in,  and  myCelf  being  Viis  only  (on, 
^t  ecodoroy  of  our  l&ouCehold  vras  (bon 
fettled.    Donbtlefs  age  and  experience  had 
rendered  liitn  infenfible  to  die  charms  of 
the  female  part  of  the   creation,  for  the 
cares  attendant  on  his  bufinefs,  and  teach- 
Ing  fome  chafiinches  (iwhich  he  inftraded 
for  £dc)  to  fing  loofe   airs  and  /piritual 
longs,  entirely  employed  his  time.     An 
aged  fifter  took  care  of  our  domeftic  con* 
ccrns,  and  myCelf  was  Cent  to  fchool  to  the 
principal  chanter  of  the  church  belonging 
%a  our  town.    This  Ikilful  inftniftor  taught 
all   ufefal  fcience   by   the  afSftance  of  a 
heavy  ferula,  which  he  cxetcifed  with  won- 
derful dexterity  s  and  1  every  4ay  returned 
home  with   little  improvwn^nt  and  much 
ill  tre^raent,  the  fttuadou  ci^  trvy  fcther  not 
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perniitcirig  him  to  interell  the  thafler  in  my 
favor  by  generofity. 

There  was  in  our  town  an  old  captain 
who  had  retired,  his  name  was  Rcyenberg ; 
his  fons  went  to  the  fame  fchool,  for  he 
was  not  rich  enough  to  provide  them  with 
a  tutor,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  he  pre- 
ferred keeping  two  horfes  in  his  ftable,  that 
cofl:  him  a  fum  equivalent  to  the  fupport 
of  an  inftruftor  for  his  fons  :  it  is  true  they 
fometimes  rendered  him  the  important  fer?<r 
vice  of  drawing  him  in  an  antique  carriage 
as  far  as  Hanover,  when  he  went  to  receive 

9 

his  pay,  of  which  he  ufually  fpent^a  con- 
fidcrable  part  in  an  hotel  famous  for  good 
living,  before  his  return. 
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The  eldefl.  fon  of  Reycrbecg  was  named 
David,  and  tljie  youngeft  Louis;   David 
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pofleiied  all  the  ferioufnefs  of  age,  con- 
dufting  himfelf  with  the  greateft  circum^ 
fpeaion  and  prudence,  flattering  the  fchool- 
mafter,  and  appearing  to  prefer  the  com- 
pany of  the  aged,  frequently  reprimanding 
his  brother  for  little  giddy  tricks  common 
at  his  age ;  he  took  the  utmoft  care  to  learn 
his  taiks,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  him- 
felf generally  praifed.  By  fuch  behaviour 
he  entirely  gained  the  good- will  of  his  fa« 
ther,  whofe  affedion  for  his  brother  he 
weakened,  by  reports  derogatory  to  him. 
Added  to  all  this,  David  took  the  utmoft 
care  of  his  cloaths ;  for  being  aukward  in 
all  bodily  cxercifes,  he  never  eflayed  them, 
confcqvttfiily  was  fafe  from  thofe  falls  and 
rough  (hocks  which  deftroy  cloaths,  and 
gain  anger,  from  parents.  Louis,  on  the 
contrary,  poflefled  the  utmoft  livelinefs, 
was  ever  either  fighting  with  his  compa- 
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x^Q^SyiX  enioying  himfelf  with  what  could 
fiimiib  mifib,  playing  a  choufand  tricks  on 
his  m^i^rs,  or  any  ferious  perfon,  to  '  al} 
whom  he  had  particular  aversion,  ever 
fpeaking  what  he  thought^  heedlefs  of  his 
Earning,  yet  reafoning  on  different  fubjefts 
with  great  wic  and  good  fenfe.  Nothing 
was  more  difagreeable  to  him  than  being 
dreiXbd  h  his  cloaths  were  ufually  tornj  for 
he  was  continually  leaping,  or  pujfuing 
different  exercifes  with  great  alennefs  ancS 
dexterity,  although  frequently  detriment 
t^l  tp  his  perfon  and  habit.  The  captaiu 
lind  his  friends  looked  on  him  as  a  ycung 
mail  f}t  only  for  a  military  employment^ 
and  who  on  the  firfl  onfet  mud  be  treated 
with  rude  difcipline.  For  my  own  part,  I 
preferred  Louis  to  his  brother  CaiOy  though 
I  was  by  no  means  equal  to  him  in  giddl^ 
nefsi  the  obfctarity  of  my  sottniAion,  the 
.        I  indigence 
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indigence  of  my  £uher,  the  GibjeSdon  in 
which  he  held  me,  the  manner  in  wlucb  I 
found  myieif  treated  by  others,  all  contri-> 
buted  to  keep  me  in  a  flate  of  humiliation^ 
and  from  exerting  my  natural  dilpoiition. 

Nodiing  material  happened  until  I  at« 
lained  my  fourteenth  year;,  my  hxha 
gained  rasher  more  than  was  abfbhnely  ne* 
otSnTf  for  our  fubllAence;  but  difcoiv* 
tented  vi'vh  his-  fituatioa,  as  is  £tequent!y 
the  caie,  he  fw<»re  I  ihould  be  quite  a  dif« 
feneiit  perfonage,  for  which  porpofe  I  was 
taught  mufic^  arithmetic,  latin^  and  even 
a  little  of  hiftory  and  geography ;  a  lady  of 
fonune,  for  whom  my  father  worked,  en« 
gaging  to  pay  the  mafters  of  the  two  laft 
fciences,  my  father's  ambitious  views  were 
nothing  lefs  than  to  raife  me  to  the  tank  of 
a  fchool-mafter ;  but  the  good  man  did  not 
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live  to  fee  me  enter  chat  brilliant  flate,  for 
I  had  jufl:  attained  my  fifteenth  year  when 
i  loft  him^  his  fifter  dying  fome  months 
before. 


\ 


He  returned  from  taking  fome  (hoes  to 

^  a  neighbouring  village  one  very  hot  Sum- 

^   mer*s  day,  and  had  too  precipitately  drank 

"Ifcme  cooling  liquid,  on  which  he  imme- 

^  diately  fell  fick,  and  lived  but  nine  days* 

z'  During  his  illnefs,  I  was  obliged  to  carry 

fome. work  to  the  lady  who  paid  for  a  pan 

of  my  inftruftion  ;  flie  aiked  after  my  fe- 

tfaer,    and  on  my   informing  hej/of  his 

alarming  fituation,  promifed,  jfi/cafe  of  his 

death,  to  provide  for  me. 

My  father's  eyes  were  no  fooncr  clofed 
than  my  uncle  Valentine  cauied  a  feal  to  be 
put  on.  the  whole  of  the  eflfeds,  informing 

mc 
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me  at  the  fame  time,  in  very  bar(h  terms, 
that  the  debts  were  infinitely  more  than  the 
>  means  of  paying  them.  '*  It  is  now  time, 
^  Peter "  (aid  he  haughtily,  "  for  thee  to 
^  provide  for  thyfelf  j  the  law  will  give  thee 
L^  an  inftruftor,  but  where  there  is  nothing 
•^  the  king  lofes  his  right.  If  thy  father, 
^  God  pardon  him,  had  not  liftened  to  his 
fooliQi  pride,  but  had  taught  thee  a  good 
trade,  thou  wouldft  now  have  had  a  re** 
iburce,  and  not  have  been  neceilitated  to 
^  become  chargeable  to  the  fund  of  the  cityl" 


I  informed  the  burgomafter,  that  I  ^ 
not  need  afliftance,  Madame  de  Lathauien 
having  promifed  me  her  proteAion.  I  then 
abandoned  the  property  left  by  my  father, 
and  haCtened  to  throw  myfelf  at  the  feet  of 
my  bencfadrefs. 

B  5  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Pet^r  commences  Footman  to  a  Lady  of 
lity — his  Adventures  in  her  HouJe-^-^uohy  I 
is  obliged  to  leave  it. 

f^Tk  JTY  whole  wardrobe,  exclufiye  of 
-^-▼X  cloaths  I  had  on,  confided  of  twi 
ihirts,  a  pair  of  black  dockings,  two  comb:! 
and  a  quarter  of  a  lottery  ticket,  my  &the^ 
'  had  purchafed  fcone  days  previous  to  his^ 
death.  I  took  leave  of  the  burgomafter, 
who  prcfented  me  as  a  viaticum  with  a  fix* 
penny  piece,  and  an  exhortation  worth 
neatly  as  much  more.  With  this  treafore 
I  went  gaily,  to  Madame  de  Lathaufeo^ 
who,  agreeable  to  her  promife,  received  me 
with  kindnefs,  ordering  me  a  new  livery  to 
be  made  out  of  an  old  riding-coat,  and 

defiring; 


toy  bafiiie&»  and  aJib  l&ow  to  bduive 


Tbehdj^  author  of  my  preient  fcli 

was  about   forty,    and    ftriftly    virtue 

cither  from  cx>nftitutiQo^    wane  of  oppi 

g"Y>    fear,    or    from    never    J&aving   ] 

h^adf^mey  or  peifaaps   frotn    always  lii 

in  chc  countjy,  where  fiie  had  met  witi 

^^>^cr  who  bad  paid  her  the  complimeo 

gjg^ing  pains  to  feduce  hex— i^rhich  of  tl 

^taHons  is   knmaterial^       "WVio  C2tn  difc< 

Ac  fiource  of  our  virtxies  ?    Suffice  it,  tk 

fere,   that  this    ^yido\iy    rnaintaincd  the 

moft  decorum,    crver    railing  at  thcdc 

vity  of  manners,    extraordinarily  fevei 

hex  c^fures    on.    Kcr     nei^x\>ows,  anc 


;12       ^  THE  GBRMAll 

in  her  own  houfe.  Notwithftanding,  (he 
had  fome  fmall  indiUgence  for  the  foibles 
of  two  perfons,  the  one*  of  whom  was  M. 
de  Redmer,  her  coufin,  who  was  young 

■ 

and  handfome,  and  alfo  for  Mademoifelle 
Julia  Nagelborn,  her  waiting  maid. 

M.  de  Redmer  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 

fervice  of  the  Duke  of  **♦♦;  he  might 

have  acquired  reputation,  if  in  bis  youth 

^    he  had  not  been  fpoiled  by  his  parents,  anci 

f    on  his  entrance  into  the  world  by  the  ladies, 

irtrho  perfectly  idolized  him.     Women  are 

commonly  accufed  of  contributing  to  the 

foppery  and  vanity  of  young  men  pofleffed 

>  of  handfome  perfons,    who   often  before 

they  are  out  of  their  prime,  are  as  dcftitute 

of  worth  as  flrength,  and  at  length  become 

ridiculous  and  defpicable  old  men.     I  have 

frequently  had  occalion  to  remark^  that 

this 
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this  acculation  is  not  entirely  devoid  of 
foundation«...aRdnhac  even  women  of  un««  ^ 
.jdetranding,  on  whom  the  pleafurcs  of  the  1 
{en(es  have  power,  are  frequendy  difpoied 
to  find  a  young  fool  very  pleafing,  becaufe  ' 
he  may  happen  to  poflefs  a  fine  frefii  co- 
lour and  an  elegant  form,  even  though  his 
head  (hould  be  empty  and  his  heart  vi« 
cious.  The  iirfl  praife  the  ladies  ufually 
beftow  on  a  man  who  has  the  good  fortune 
to  pleafe  them — "  He's  a  handfbme  fel- 
low/' Men,  on  the  contrary,  when  they 
are  charmed  with  a  woman,  ufually  qualify 
their  opinion  with  more  modefty,  adding, 
<'  She  appears  of  a  gende  difpofition,  has  n 
great  deal  of  underftanding/'  or  fometbing 
fimilar.  But  to  ret^n  to  M.  Redmer.  He 
was  extremely  well  fatisfied  with  his  own 
perfon,  was  perfedly  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vantages he  derived  from,  his  figvire  and 

wit. 
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wit^  and  thoroughly  aware  of  the  impof* 
tance  beflowed  by  his  military  capacity ; 
but  {b  incliued  to  chatter,  that  he  could 
not  reftrain  his  volubility,  even  when  com^^* 
pany  obliged  hicn  to  difcover  that  his  dif^ 
Gourfe  was  void  of  underftanding.  Having 
hurried  through  fome    countries   in   the 
diligences,  and  being  acquainted  with  a 
few  poft-mafters,  he  imagined  he  had  feen 
and  knew  the  world ;  and  having  likewife 
vifited  foreign  courts,  he  &ncied  he  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  bon  ton» 
and  French  manners.     All  this  rendered 
him  infupportable,    at  leaft:    in  focieties 
where  deference  is^paid  to  difpofition,  man- 
ners, talents,  and  underftanding.     M«  de 
Redmer  could  never  imagine  he  difpleafedp^ 
kis  ielf4ove  keeping  him  in  happy  igno- 
rance of  his  want  of  fuccefs ;  charmed  with 
himfelf,  he  (hewed  his  perfon  every  where, 
.     .  mixed 
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mixed  lA  all  comjiaDies^  and  in  his  owd 
idea  furpa&d  alt  he  faw :  in  a  word,  he 
lefembled  many  young  military  men,  fire^ 
quently  taking  licence  even  before  his 
chaile  couiin  (with  whom  he  pad  the  Sum« 
mer  when  I  entered  her  iervice)  to  talk 
equivocally,  a  liberty  (he  would  not  have 
fuffered  from  any  other  perfon ;  but  what 
in  this  cafe  could  flie  do  ?  Doubtkfs  Ihe 
(uppoied  he  did  not  know  the  meaning  of 
what  he  advanced,  and  coniequendy  only 
anfwered  **  Fye,  fyc,"  or  fome  fuch  gentle 
reprimand. 

MademoifeUe  Nagelborn  had  pafled  die 
bloom  of  youth,  was  ull,  meagre,  and 
brown;  her  ihape  was  iiot  much  amifs, 
but  (he  wanted  at  leaft  half  a  dozen  of  the 
number  of  teeth  (ixed  by  the  fyftem  of 
Linnaeus,   Notwithftan^g,  as  (he  opened 

her 
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her  mouth  with  the  utmoft  precaution,  and 
when  fhe  laughed,  always  remembered  to  - 
place  her  hand  before  k ;  this  tmperfeftioa  . 
hardly  ftruck  the  eye.  Apropos,  of  eytsi 
her*s  were  rather  on  the  yellow,  inclined  to 
languiih,  and  her  hair  black  as  a  raven. 
Such  is  a  faithful  pidure  of  her  perfon. 

This  chafte  girl  had  great  power  over 
Madame  Lathaufen ;  in  fliort,  ihe  was 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  her,  pofiefling  her 
whole  confidence,  direfting  the  economy 
of  the  houfchold,  and  waiting  on  her  per* 
fon.  Whatever  fhe  did  was  fure  to  meet 
her  approbation ;  (he  was  of  a  mild  tem- 
per, fond  of  gofiipping,  praifed  M.  de 
Redmer  greatly,  was  perfeftly  informed  of 
what  pafled  among  the .  neighbours,  of  all 
whofe  foibles  (he  w^s  the  fcandalous  chro- 
nicle,    venting    the.  moft  bitter  farcafms 

againft 
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againft  impradent  girls,  who  fpoifed  their 
Ibapes  by  giving  too  eafy  a  belief  to  pro- 
mifes  of  love.  Julia  had  a  tender  hearty 
and  from  my  firft  entrance  into  the  family 
look  the  utmoft  care  of  me»  always  (peak-, 
ing  to  me  with  gentlenefs,  calling  me  her 
good  friend  Peter,  frequently  giving  me 
nice  bits  from  my  miftrefs's  table,  often 
pinching  me  by  the  ami,  and  fometimes 
by  the  cheek.  In  a  morning  (he  would 
take  me  into  her  apartment,  and  give  me  a 
difti  of  cofiee — when  the  handkerchief, 
which  covered  a  bofom  naturally  too  mo- 
deft,  would  fometimes  by  chance  be  de- 
ranged ;  and  if,  from  my  innocence,  I  did 
not  happen  to  remark  this  diforder,  (he 
would  carefully  replace  it  on  the  fmalliift 
noife,  faying,  **  My  God,  if  any  One  Ihould 
chance  to  catch  me  feated  by  fuch  a  pretty 
youth,  they  doubtlefs  would  entertain  a  bad 

opinioo 
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optnton  of  my  virtue.  Unhappily,  as  I  was 
yet  young  in  the  world,  her  attentions 
ityd  ar:s  were  vain ;  vain  to  me  was  the  ad* 
juftment  of  the  deranged  handkerchief. 
My  timidity  did  not  laft  long;  the  collect 
tor  of  the  lottery  at  Hanover  was  a  Jew  ; 
he  arrived  one  day  pod  hade  to  inform  me^ 
that  the  ticket  of  which  mine  was  a  quarter 
had  been  drawn  a  prize  of  two  hundted 
crowns*  Who  now  fo  happy  as  myfclf  I 
Generofity  I  thought  required  that  I  fiioiild 
make  the  Jew  a  prefent,  but  having  ho 
money,  we  accommodated  the  msctter  ;  i 
agreed  to  pay  the  expence  of  his  journey, 
a  compliment  for  his  news,  and  the  trifling 
dedu6lion  of  the  general  lottery  of&ce, 
which  die  paternal  care  of  the.fovereign  has 
ib  equitably  fixed  for  the  fupport  of  thofe 
employed  (who  only  labour  for  the  good 

* 

of  huLnan  kind,  requiring  no  proRs,  as  the 

balance 


^IL  BLA5.  29 

bflkncc  of  ca(h  and  the  ftoppages  at  the 
clofe  of  each  drawing  can  xcRjfy).  De* 
dudion  made  on  thofe  articles,  I  recdved 
twency-{even  crowns  in  founding  fpecic,  a 
green  varnilhed  tooth  inftrument  ca(e»  a 
black  fhuff-box  of  papier  mache,  and  a 
ftock-buckle  (et  with  conunon  ftones.  Tho 
Jew  defired  me,  I  know  not  why,  not  to 
fpeak  of  my  gpod  fortune ;  I  promife  to  ob^ 
ienre  him,  and  to  rgoice  over  my  txeafuro 

in  iilence. 

« 

I  believe  in  good  truth,  that  the  Devi^ 
pofleiies  us  a&  foon  as  we  become  rich  ;  at 
lead  we  are  immediately  fo  prepofTefied  of 
our  own  qualifications,  that  our  fphere  ap» 
pears  too  narrow  for  us  to  aft  in,  and  wc 
immediately  wifli  to  (hine,  though  oihcn 
frequendy  do  it  at  our  6xpence.  I  have 
often  met  (when  my  travels  had  taugjbt  me 

19 
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to  know  the  world)  with  very  rich  people^ 
truly  worthy  of  pity,  who  every  day  enter* 
tained  a  large  company,  and  were  fo  grofsly 
flattered  by  parafites,  that  they  imagined 
themfclves  extraordinary  beings,  and  poC- 
fefled  of  diftinguiflied  merit.     Among  this 
crowd  of  adulators  there  were  indeed  fome 
who    only    complimented    their    patrons 
through  raillery,  and  augmented  their  fo* 
ciety  rather  for  the  company  they  met  there 
than  any  love  to  their  perfons,  jregarding 
their  houfes  as  an  inn,  where  a  man  places 
himfelf  at  the  table,  not  for  the  love  of  the 
hoft,  but  to  profit  by  the  inftrudive  and 
entertaining  converlation  of  travellers  he 
may  happen  to  meet  with  there.    Fortu- 
nately^ thefe  fort  of  people  do  not  diftin* 
guilh  the  ridicule ;  the  flatterers  therefore 
eat  and  laugh  at  their  expence,  while  they 
art  equally  gratified  in  being  thus -enabled 

to 


GIL  BLAS.  tt 

to  lupport  their   grandeur  and   preferve 
their  confequence. 

My  riches  were  not  confiderable,  yet  to 
mc  twenty-fcven  crowns  appeared  a  very 
brilliant  fortune  nor  could  I  refolve  to. 
conceal  it ;  and  I  can  affirm,  without  va^ 
nity,  that  I  had  no  fooner  made  it  public, 
than  \  had  a  prodigious  number  of  frietids, 
who  were  charmed  withniy  prepofleffing 
features  and  agreeable  figure.  The  barber 
of  the  vilis^e  particularly  fought  my  friend- 
(hip ;  he  was  aUb  a  mufician,  and  fcraped 
equally  well  with  the  fiddledick  as  the  ra« 
zor.  He  allifled  at  the  facred  concerts 
performed  in  the  church,  accompanying 
with  his  inflrument,  or  (harp  (hriil  voice. 
Faithful  to  the  cuflom  of  flattering  the 
rich,  he  profefled  himfelf  charmed  with  my 
genius,  entreated  me  for  the  love  of  Hea* 

ven 
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Yen  not  to  negleft  my  mufical  talent^  in 
>vhich  I  had  already  made  fo  rapid  a  pro-* 
grefs.  We  praftifed  together,  Julia  taking 
great  pleafure  in  our  concerts  ;  and  as  fhe 
frequently  admired  my  green  tooth-pick 
cafe,  in  a  fudden  fk  of  gcnerofity,  (for 
mufic  (bitens  the  heart)  I  entreated  her  to 
accept  it  as  a  remembrance  of  me.  This 
little  prefent,  and  my  continual  attentions, 
rendered  her  (till  more  favourable  to  me, 
for  old  maids  are  generally  interefted  to 
prefervc  young  men  from  the  dangers  of 
fedu£tion«  Nocwxthftanding  her  cares^  the 
barber.  Haver,  fometimes  took  me  to  the 
alehoufe,  and  as  he  was  ufually  without 
money,  I  paid  the  reckoning.  Wine  gave 
me  fpirits ;  and  Julia»  charmed  to*  find  me 
Improved)  took  care  not  to  forbid  me  the 
company  of  the  barber  mufician;  fo  ht 
£rom  oppofing  our  evening  vifits,  (he  took 

pains 
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pains  to  conceal  my  abience  from  my  mi(^ 
trefs,  to  whom  (he  was  perpetually  pti^ifing 
the  regularity  of  my  conduft. 

The  loofe  difcourie  I  was  yntne&  to  at 

the  alefaoure,   and   the  behaviour  of  th^ 

waitiog-maid,  at  length  triumphed  over  my 

timidity ;  I  attempted  fome  liberties  with 

the  lady»  who  made  but  little  refiflance  to 

my  advances,  fo  that  our  acquaintance  waf 

foon  on  the  moft  intimate  footing.    I  mufl 

not  foiget  a  (;ircumftaace  that  contributed 

greatly  to  embolden  me.    Having  one  day 

fooie  bufineik  in  Madame  Lathaufea's  clo* 

tcty.  I  Sound  there  a  coUeftion  o(  poetry  of 

one  of  our  modem  a^ithors ;  and  not  fup- 

pofing  that  any  thing  read  by  fo  virtuous  a 

lady  could  be  injurious  to  my  morals,  I 

peruied  it>  but  foon  fotmd  the  evH  ten* 

dency  of  thofe  kind  of  books,  and  that 

even 
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even  widows  would  do  well  to  guard  againft 
them. 

Two  years  and  a  half  had  elapfed  agree- 
ably enough.  M.  de  Redmer  had  pafied 
the  Winter  with  his  coufin,  and  was  on 
the  point  of  returning  to  join  his  regiment, 
when  on  the  evening  previous  to  his  de- 
parture, accompanied  by  Madame  de  La- 
thaufen,  he  went  to  take  his  leave  of  a 
gentleman  who  lived  at  fome  diflance, 
attended  only  by  the  huntfman.  Julia  and 
myfelf  thus  left  alone,  we  enjoyed  ourfelves 
over  a  good  fupper  and  a  botde  of  wine  ; 
pleafure  rendered  us  deaf,  and  we  never 
heard  the  return  of  the  carriage.  The  door 
of  the  apartment  opened  on  a  fudden  j  my 
miilrefs  and  her  coufin  entered,  for  not 
finding  the  gentleman  at  home,  they  had 
returned  immediately,  and  difcovered  us 

in 
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in  a  fituadon  by  no  means  equivocal.     M. 
de  Redmer  burfl:  out  into  the  moft  violent 
fits  of  laughter,  launching  farcafms  againfl:  • 
poor  Julia,  that  were  even  more  humiliat-  . 
ing  than  the  anger  of  my  lady,  whofe  paf- 
£on  knew  no  bounds.     Indeed  it  was  an 
unpardonable  fault  not  to  ufe  more  pre*  . 
caution  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

» 

I  cut  the  mod  melancholy  figure  in  the 
world,  waiting  my  fentence  in  filence.  I 
was  not  however  long  in  fufpence.  Heaven  . 
knows  what  fecret  reafons  my  miftrefs  had  . 
for  concealing  the  chambermaid's  part 
of  the  dilgrace;  or  whether  Julia  was  (b 
ncceflary  to  her,  that,  contrary  to  the  corn- 
mon  behaviour  of  women,  (he  (hewed  her- 
felf  merciful  to  her  faults  5  or  whether  it 
\vas  according  to  the  common  courfe  of 
things  in  this  world,  where  the  little  al- 

vot.  I.  C  ways 
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wa)ri  fufirfor  tiie-gcesr,  I  kHbtrifot;  blir 
however  it  bappcned^  my  aged-  dotoUlea^ 
obUuned  pairdotf,  while  I  was  difgrftcdd^ 
and  diicharged. 

M^  de  RedmerwasQiore  ihduigefiCi  ho' 
dedared.  lie  would  proce£t  me  ;^ and  when' 
we  were  alone, .  promifed  to  take  me  iritis 
his  fervice,  defiling  me  to  depart  early  in 
the  morning,  before  him.  I  obejred:  he 
(obn  .overcook  me».  and  ordered' me^  to  get-, 
up  behind  the  carrtdLge^  which  foon  reache4 
the  garrifon; 


CHAP. 
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if^hat  happened  at  the  Garrifme^Peter  meets 
his  old  Friend  Louis  de  Butyerberg. 

MdeRedmer,  as  rhave  already  {aid, 
•  \aS  promifed  to  take  me  into  his 
fervicc,  but  his  zeal  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the 
I>iike  of  »»>♦,  on  fecond'  dioughts,  ap^ 
pfomimoie  £tcred  than  his  iirord;  Though 
I4iad*Rbc  as  yet  attained  my  futt  fiase;  I 
was  notvu/idiftanding  tall  and  well  made, 
and  we  had*  no  fooner  reached  the  place  of 
our  deftifiat]on>  than  I  was  placed  under  a 
kind  of  gallows,  where  the  merit  of  thofe 
defined  to  fight  for  tlieir  country  is  mea* 
fined  by  inches.  I  was  found  very  proper 
to  expofe  my  well-proportioned  figure  in 
the  good  caufe,  and  to  contribute  to'  main** 

C  2  tain 
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taitt  the  balance  of  Europe ;  they  there* 
fore  made  me  a  foldier,  widiouc  confulting 
my  tafle  or  inclination.  It  was  in  vain  I 
pleaded  the  rights  of  humanity  thus  tramp- 
led upon,  the  privileges  of  the  eledtorate  of 
Hanovi^r,  my  country,  where  the  yoke  of 
fuch  a  flavery  was  unknown  ;  and  laftly^  I 
fpoke  of  my  reliance  on  the  promife  of-  a 
gentleman.  The  only  anfwcr  I  obtained  * 
was,  *^  The  Duke  wants  foldiers  ;  thou  art 
entering  into  a  date  where  thou  mayfl  reap 
honor,  and  fome  day  attain  the  rank  of 
a  ferjeant,  nay,  perhaps  that  of  an  officer. 
I  allured  them  I  poffefled  neither  courage,  ; 
nor.  felt  the  intrepidity  neceflary  for  war. 

•  *'  We  have  no  longer  occafion^or  thofe 
diftinguifhed  virtues    in  batde,"    replied  . 
they,  "  befide,  we  poflefs  fome  (harp  re- 

'  medies,  that  never  fail  giving  them  to  our 
fubaltern  heroes^  if  we  find  occafion.    The 

•  * 

officers 
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officers  do  their  duty,  and  are  brave  through 
honor,  yet  fome  have  attained  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  who  in  their  firft  battle  took  to 
flrght,  therefore  never  fear,  the  valour  of 
to-day  is  to  be  learned  like  the  rule  of 
diree.  What  could  I  do  in  this  extremity  ? 
Patience  was  my  only  remedy ;  therefore, 
after  I  had  been  fyflemarically  inftru<5fe3, 
or  rather,  after  my  fingers  had  learned  the 
method  of  exterminating  my  poor  brethren 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  an  art  which  I 
did  not  learn  without  experiencing  feme  of 
thofe  (harp  remedies  they  had  mentioned^ 
my  ftate  began  to  appear  more  fupportable. 
In  general  there  is  no  fituation  in  life  to  \ 
which  a  man  may  not  accuftom  himfelf ;  ( 
for  black  bread  and  clear  water  did  not  de- 
prive me  of  my  gaiety.  The  little  coat  in 
which  my  body  was  compreffcd,  and  the 
fpatterdaflies  which  pinched  up  my  leg9^ 

C  3  ^  certainly 


{CeftaiiUy  4t  'firft  ,in(;ominoded  ^  nie ;  -but^^t 
length  l(^l;^e^ame  inlcafible  rto  thofe  jdegrees 

My  fchool  comcades^  the  foqs  of  Captain 
Rcyerbcrg,  hfid  .a]fo  guitted  the  |)Iace  qf 
t^ieir  birth,  and  .had  been  p}^ced  in  the 
nons^iy  of  Jkrgf^,  n^  MfigdebQurg»  to 
fipKh  die^  .eduction.  The  method  of  in*' 
;ilnidion  then  foUo^y^ed  in^tinftituuon 
'  cc^tributed  to  compleat  the  eldeft  in  that 
f  :£U(e  modefly,  and  hypocritical  virtue,  for 
which  he  had  jQiewn  fuch  ftrong  difpofitioa 
^11^  ]his  infancy.  He  was  foon  propofed  as  a 
rinodel  for  bis  con^panjioi^s.  Admitted  into 
•tbe  fpqiety  <of  people  of  a  riper  age,  be 
jn^e  ii  pedantic  (bew  qf  his  falfe  fciencciy 
if^f^^ted  the  m^nn^rs  of  the  great  world^ 
j^fiyeA  ^t  ca^rds  wHh  addrefs  and  cautioit^ 
,«v^0Ql(ing  bis  .adverfary^s  baod  as  much 

as 


•w  he  poSbiy  tx>uld  with  prudence,  em 
^ving  a  p^rt  of  hts  g^uns  in  pidslic-to  the 
.fiift  poor  atature  he  iaw,  emploTing  the 
cremaiiider  to  purchaie  books  of  fayoxis  and 
'f^lual  foogs^;  a  cooda&  which  made 
Jiim  juoiveriaUy  admiied.  Louis^  on  die 
.ironoary^  could  not  accuftom  hiqoielf  to 
•the  €D»CUunt  .and  die  .{oaasility  of  Edfe 
4d€9roUMi,.andQDeday  pabUdy  called^his 
dbradttr  jMd  the  tcachefs  a  paraeibf  ifafpa^ 
•  cores  and .  £die  pretenders  to  grtigion.  As 
:&  aaas  ,«idcfed,tO' be  leverely  puniftedfiir 
.idtts.  infoicnpe,  a  humiltation  be  dcieimiockl 
^c«>  aTotd,  he  watdxed  his  opportnniiy* 
joid  tfcaped  ^  ^mended  ch^fttfement  hgr 

mebt. 

Afier  .tunning  for  a  confidetabk-tune 
.without  iookiag . behind  lum,  oppreffiDd 
luth  Jiranger^  and  jweaiy  from  the  fpeed  .he 

C4^  had 


$2     •  THE  GERMAN 

had  ufed,'  he  determined  to  enter  the  firft 
Koufe  where  appearances  fhould  feem  likefy 
to  afford  him  affiftance  ;  it  happened  to  be 
chat  of  a  curate,  at  fix  leagues  from  the 
monaftry :  full  of  confidence  in  his  probity 
and  humanity,  he  threw  himfelf  on  his 
mercy,  relating  his  flight,  and  the  caufe. 
The  curate  (hook  his  head,  aiked  the  iitu* 
ation  of  his  father,  and  his  refidence ;  of 

which  he  was  no  fooner  informed,  than  Kb 

ft 

fent  to  the  bailiff  of  the  village,'  who  im-« 

»      *- 

"mediately  caiifed  the  young  inan  to   be 
•' ftopped,  and,  accompanied  by  a  letter  and 
proper  guard,  ient  back  to  his  father,  who 
'received  him,  paying  the  expences  of  ihe 
journey.     M.  de  Reyerberg  was  more  out- 
rageous than  a  Turk;  he  confulted  with 
the  churchmen  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
'were  all  of  opifliQp,  that  to  punilh  his  foo, 
*  he  ought  to  ccndem  him  to  carry  a  muiket 

for 
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for  ibme  time.  The  &ther  had  hardly  given 
confent,  and  fignified  his  intentions,  before 
my  zealous  lieutenant  fent  a  ferjeant  for 
the  young  man,  of  whom  he  promifcd  to 
take  particular  care.  Thus  did  fate  fud- 
denly  re-unite  me  to  the  friend  of  my 
childhood. 

To  place  a  young  'man,  as  a  puni(hment, 
among  an  order  of  people  whofe  manners 
are  more  depraved  than  his  own, -is  adopt* 
ing  a  remedy  yet  worfe  than  ifhe  difeafe  y 
it  would  certainly  have  been  better  to  have 
excited  his  emulation,  by  placing  him  with 
youths  of  talents  and  rank  equal  to  his 
own,  but  who  fhould  have  furpafled  him 
in  folidity  and  virtue?  This  treatment  has 
frequently  been  crowned  with  fuccefs, 
while  the  former  has^  ever '  proved  'fatal. 
Louis  de  Reyerberg  was  an  example;  for 

C5  in 
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in  de^k  he  gaiiEe  himfeif  up  fo  tot^y^p 
JjilpMBTtprnfin  ^nd  debaiic}icT)r»  that  he  beqwap 
,41% JliQte  loft  i|»  ;k,  rmyxpmpwiy  being 
(l^s  ,0|)l]r  coniblation.  ^o  i^elisve  bis  «)e» 
Jmichqlyy  J  .ilK)pk  ofT.my  <nmi  languor,  io- 
^epfibly  tniQgling  lActhe  iFregulanti^s  whkb 
he  gave  into,  in  endeavouring  to  <l;^&;()ip 
thought  of  his  iituation.  I  had  yet  fome 
,ft!y  <»>:Si?lis  xsqxAiniK  4)f  4By  w«lA,  and 
^haCl^iuid  x^eiiVip^j^s  ^rages^  from  ^iine 
.%9fm^  I  fuRpli|e4  i-pu»,  wjho  found  Jittfc 
^4iffi^l(y  in  Jbpirowiiig  money  ^  peoplfi 
4)^  Knew  ius  ^i^ry  -,  for  they  cpuld  not 
ima^i^e  his  farther  jHroju^d  fuifer  htm  to  ft* 
iqsun  long  j^i  a  iitviati^^  (9  <9U$:h  {Jbetoy  i^is 
rank,  ,  ;^ 


wa^  i|^  ifhe  £^e  cosippoy  9,  loan 
of  flC>out  thirty -four  years  cdd ;  he  had  paT- 
jfed  eleven  il^idyiag  in  the  distent  univer- 

fities 


fwsrof  'Ganaaajxf,  but  his  ill  coluIuAfbli 
canledrhiin  :to  :be  eiq>dled  from  £k^nto- 
jgBii»  jftna»  tfiml  .Bfallc.  lUc  had  ddtftcd 
fftom^tfae  Auftnan  Ann^,  tftod  had  Uftod  /in 
ithe  'feeiice  of  theiDuke  io£  ****;;  fibm- 
idritztwas^hbnaoie^  his'fiither  being  one  j(if 
t^ifirft  rmerchants  .of  Cleves.  ^Qm  .noon 
was  poflefled  of  .diftinguiflied  rtalents,  4 
prodigious  fund  of  witandgeniuB»  hutrhis 
:hfiast  Jiras  fi)  xicfous  and  penrecfe,  dttt.be 
diras  commonily  pronotinccd^  ificorsi^bk* 
We  had  the  misfiartune  tobeoxne  M* 
quaimed  with  this  dangerous  charafter ;  he 
knew  that  we  had  money,  and  lived  at  our 
expence.  The  pleafure  of  his  converiation^ 
which  was  interefting  firom  the  different  vi* 
ciifitudes  he  had  undergone,  entrapped  us- 
in  hb  fnare ;  our  triunoivirate  was  ^on  on 
At  moft  intimate  footing,  jointly  coftimit- 
ling  all  manner  of  mifchievous  and  difor* 

C  6  derly 
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derly  tricksi  until  we  had  neither  money 
nor  credit.  M.  de  Redmer  had  promifed 
to  take  particular  care  of  Louis ;  it  was  his 
duty  to  pay  attention  to  all ;  but  he  had 
more  xnterefting  bufinefs^'  fluttering  round 
die  ladies,  playing  his  foppilh  tricks,  and 
exhibiting  his  fweet  perfon  wherever  he 
could  (hew  it  to  advantage ;  he  troubled 
himfelf  little  abotit  our  condud,  when  at 
length  we  were  all  three  feized,  and  put 
under  an  arreft  fori^ight  days,  for  ibme 
tricks  played  a  commifiary. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

DefcriptioH  of  the  French  Commjhry — Af.  de 
Redmer^s  Difpute  with  him — Peter  defer ts 
with  two  of  his  Comrades* 

THE  commifla^  at  whofe  requeft  we 
had  been  imprifbned^  and  put  in 
irons,  was  one  of  thofe  Frenchmen  of  me- 
rit and  underflanding  with  which  Germany 
fwarms.  After  being  the  mofl  common 
mechanics,  or  perhaps  exerciHng  the  vileft 
employments,  having  no  further  hope  of 
mending  their  fortune,  or,  what  is  more 
probable,  being  on  the  point  of  adding  to 
the  good  company  in  red  coats^  who  di- 
iUnguifh  themfelves  in  the  galleys  at  fea, 
but  having  no  panicular  inclination,  to  that 
brilliant  (late,  they  quit  their  ungrateful 

country. 
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thought  ourfelves  equally  entitled  to  poflefs 
a  chariot,  not  being  politic  enough  to  dif- 
cover  with  what  (kill  the  fovereign  employs 
the  moft  defpicable  of  his  people,  when 
they  a£t  as  inflruments  to  execute  his  pro- 
jeds.  We  had  long  intended  to  play  the 
•  French  financier  a  trick  ;  every  thing  was 
prepared,  and  one  night  on  leaving  the 
alehoufe,  we.  determined  to  compleat  the 
meritorious  bufinefs.  His  chariot  was  de- 
corated with  the  2irms  of  his  imaginary 
marquifate,  and  in  fine  weather  was  always 
left  in  the  ftreet  before  his  houfe.  -We  had 
procured  oil  colours  in  black  and  yellow;, 
defigning  to  paint  it  over  entirely  with  one, 
and  with  the  other  trace  ^oh  it  the  wheel 
and  gallows.  We  had  alfo  purchafed  the 
inteflines  of  an  ox,  through  which  we  pur- 
pofed  to  pafs  the  water  of  an  adjoining 
fountain,  to  overflow  the  lower  part  of  his 

houfe 
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houfe  during  the  night.  Had  we  not  bcffn 
in  fuch  a  hurry  to  begin  our  bufinefs,  bilt 
had  waited  till  midixjght,  and  then  pri- 
vately left  our  barracks,  our  malicious  en« 
terprize  might  have  taken  place,  and  pafled 
unpuniflied;  but  too  eager  to  play  the 
trick,  and  our  reafon  too  much  bewilderefd 
to  ufe  the  neceflary  caution,  we  had  hardly 
began  our  heroical  exploit,  before  we  were 
caught^  known,  accufed,  and  condemned* 

Notwithftahding,*  as  our  plot  had  failed^ 
the  commiilary  himfelf  came  to  the  guard- 
houfe  fome  few  days  after  our  imprifoii- 
mcnt,  to  entreat  the  officers  to  fufpend  our 
punifhment.  M.  de  Redmer  was  in  the 
guard-room,  with  a  captain  and  two  ftran* 
gers,  relations  of  the  lad  mentioned  gen^ 
tleman,  all  four  at  cards,  when  the  con^ 
miliary  was  announced.    He  made,  his  re^ 

quefti 
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<ff^&3  :we  were  brought  up  to  hear  his 

J  g!;n^fou8  intercefiion  in  our  favour ;  and  at 

length  it  yvjks  agreed,  that  the  matter  (faoukl 

.l;>e  referred  to  the  governor  the  next  day  on 

the  parftde.    M.  de  .Rcdmer  entreated  the 

.fipaoder  ^tp  fup  with  thoo^  during  which 

th^  .&crificed  amply  to  Bacchus;   this, 

/added^COithe  wine  rand  Ikiuors  dnmk  jwidi 

i^ti  ^i^, .  rendered  4be  .commifiary  .di>* 

.jquoat.  1:he.  juice  ^ithe.iRMierhadiil^  10* 
doubled  the  loquacity  of  M.  de  Redmcr^ 
,V/hQ&  volubility,  without  (uch  affiftaiice» 
furpafled  that  of /moil  people;  he  began 
.talking  rof  the  predeceflbr  df  the  reigning 
iduke,  reafoning  <at  random,  as  they  do  at 
Paris,  for  and  againft  the  government.;  1^ 
Verted  that  the  father  of  the  prefent  dilke 
•had  infpired  his  fubjeds  with  fortitude, 
fittciotifm,  ^and  course,  proving  the  juA* 

«Mfs .  of  his  own  theory  by  -giving  the  e?c- 

amplc 


GIL  BLAS*  43 

ample  of  cv^ry  virtue.    *'  In  his  reign/* 

continued  he^  '^  the  military  conftittitiqn 

was  ixot  dependent  upon  the  defpotiftn  or 

caprice  -of  the  prince^    but  on  its  own 

Arength  and  intrepidity ;  as  long  as  an  ia- 

.dividual  difcharged  .the  duties  pf  his  fta- 

.tion,  the  princecould  not  treat  him  with 

,ix^flice,  without  -excitiog  the  lefentme^t 

of  the  whole  cqtpfi ;  by  thefe  means  he  cut 

.off  4dl  temptation  tp  improper  -power^  ai^ 

every  man  was  in  peace  and  fkfety.    Th|s 

is  the  beft  military  fyftem.    The  duke  w^s 

what  every  Sovereign  ought  to  ht^  the  fir(t 

fervant  of  the  ftate,  ftridUy  obedient  him- 

4clf  to  the  laws.     If  the  country  had  been 

^vemed  on  the  ;iame  principle  for  a^  fyS^ 

.cieat  length  of  time,  k  w^Hi^d  have  b^n 

.more  powerful,  in  proportion  to  itseztei)t 

of  territory,  than  the  .^empire  of  Rome^; 

.but:  4^  P^^.Qt  ^ke  :haS'deflroyed  diat  Xi%« 

diciQua 
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dicious  fyftem,  and  governs  in  sXhe  fpirit 
of  defpotifm." 

Redmer,  doubtlefs,  did  not  think   his 
own    extraordinary   merit  fufficiently   re- 
warded, not  confidering  that  a  prince  whofc 
•  refources  are  in  himfelf,  who  infpefts  every 

•  •  • 

-  thing  with  his  own  eyes,  whole  penetration 

-  nothing  efcapes,  and  who  maintaining  a  jufl: 
•equilibrium  in  all  the  departments,  even  to 

the  moft  din  ant  corner  of  his  government^ 
is  too  brilliant  and  fcarce  a  phenomenoii 
for  a  young  man  to  prefume  to  judge  of. 

The  more  M.  de  Redmer  talked^  the 
more  oppofition  he  met  with,  and  the 
warmer  he  grew ;  he  railed  at  the  regula- 
tion of  the  finances,  at  the  French,  launch- 
ing  into  injurious  terms,  infulting  the  cap- 
tain, who  endeavoured  to  refute  his  erro- 

neous 
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neous  principles.  They  feparated  in  anger, 
and  the  next  morning  the  free  flridures  of 
the  lieutenant  were  reported  to  the  military 
council. 

What  particularly  augmented  his  &ult 
waS|  it  being  committed  when  he  was  on 
guard ;  he  was  therefore  confined  for  fome 
time  in  the  citadel  of  r-. — ,  and  afterwards 
exiled  to  a  raiment  in  garrifon. 

We  were  relealeci  two  days  after  this 
difpute.  The  officer  who  lucceeded  M.  de 
Redmer  was  of  a  har(h  difpofition,  auflere 
even  to  cruelty,  and  did  not  allow  us  a  flia-  • 
dow  of  liberty;  notwithftanding,  we  con- 
tinued our  ufual  mode  of  behaviour  as 
much  as  circumftances  would  permit ;  and 
now  being  entirely  deftitutc  of  money,  we 

made  no  fcruple  to  have  recourfe  to  any 

means 
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meiitif  vAAdt  mighretiable  m  to  Inr^  mtf^ 
rily  at  the  C3fpcncc  of  otfifets. 

Wc  had  difcovered  a  private  crtttattJife 
into  the  cellar  of  a  rich  wine  merchant, 
which  was  atfome  diftance  from  his  ^  dwel- 
lu^.  Frovidfca-  with  inffitittiehtfe  nfeoiflkty' 
td  open  iti  we  ftblc  there  in  the  evtttin^ 
dHgliifed-like  coof)€fs ;  ahd  featfd  that  the 
divine  juice  of  thfe^  gF^pc^  (hould  be  fpoiled 
by  being  too  long  preferved,  we  drew  ofT 
whole  bottles  by  ttie  affiftance  of  ftriw 
pip^s,  drinking  them  to'  the  honor  of  the 
hdiieft  proprietor.  Moderation  was  uh- 
khowntous;  nor  could  wetjuit  this  b(f- 
witching  cave  without  leaving  otlr  reaibn 
indepofit.  We  terminated  this  Bkcchatia- 
lian  revelry  by  thoft  ridiculous  extravagant 
cics  that  tend  to  the  annoyance  of  fober 
citizens.  ^ 

One 


One  evening  Haiidritz^  and  i<<y1<iir(Rey* 
eifaerg  was  on  guard 'at  one  of  Ae  city 
g^ces)  vrcre  juft  retufned-  ftonH  cddiTadng 
our  ufiisdr  nodiiifnal  orgies,  and-  Was  pre* 
pning  to  eiiief  •  the  beftracks  by  z'^/Andavr' 
we  alwajfs  ntiide  ufe  of  for  dis^  piiti>d(e»- 
when  one  of  our  conimdes  informed  ui 
that  our  abfence  was  difcoveredy  and  that 
even  at  tliat  viry  lAothent  they  were  in 
fesTch  of  us.    The  rigour  cf  military  did. 
cipline  i9ifi(  known  to- tls,-  and  fearing  the ' 
defeitfd  puiilfliment,  added  to  a  itrong 
dcfiMF^  we  hUd^  lox%  ^}ie6trrtg6d'  to  efcape 
fitM  (udf  IhVery;  made  us  determine  to 
defert;    We-  ran  towards  tlie  gate  wtiert; ' 
Reyerbcfg  W&  dri  gintrd,  and  fofttthatelf 
found  him. dft duty  on  th^rampjuts.  Rav- 
ing  fcaled  the  walls,  we  reached  him,.  per« 
fuading  him  to  (harie  otir  datlgdr,  ahd  en- 
deavour for  liberty.    He  did  not^  hdhate  to 

accompany 
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accompany  us,  but  it  was  neceflary  to  dd^^ 
vife  means  to  defcend  the  flope  of  the  lam* 
parts,  and  the  deep  wall  which  terminates 
it  i  the  ditch  was  t)early  dry.  The  genius 
of  Haudritz,  fertile  in  invention,  foon 
drew  us  out  of  this  difficulty ;  the  moments 
were  precious;  as  we  muft  have  been  dis- 
covered when  the  patrole  came  round  ;  we 
therefore  drew  out  three  poles,  which  ferved 
to  fupport  fome  young  trees,  and  fixing 
the  pointed  end  in  the  ground  beneath,  we 
took  the  method  ufed  by  our  chimney- 
fweepers,  Aiding  down  them  from  the  ram- 
part to  the  wall,  and  from  thence  tp  the 
ditch,  which  we  had  hardly  eroded  before 
we  heard  the  patrole  giving  the  alarm  on 
not  finding  Reyerberg  on  his  duty. 

We  haftened  our  flight  through  hedges, 
inclofures,  gardens,  ditches,  and  brooks, 

nothing 
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aotliing  impeding  our  paflage.  Three  can- 
non were  fired  to  give  the  alarm  to  the  fijr* 
rounding  country  to  (lop  our  flight.  Our 
diftiefs  was  dreadful ;  fear  ^ve  us  wings  ; 
we  ran  die  whole  night  in  the  greateft  tre- 
pidation,  and  happily  pafied  the  frontiers 
undifcorered. 


VOL.  t.  D  CHAP. 
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iettrand'bk-  Comrades  go  to  Bninfwnk'^ 
-fb&ir  means  of •  procuring  a  fabjifience. 

IT  was  necefiary  to  form  foqio  TfiolutiQa 
concerning  where  we  (hould  direfl:  our 
fieps,  and  alfo  how  we  were  to  procure  a 
fubfiftence,  our  flight  having  been  fo  fud- 
den,  that  we  had  no  opportunity  to  make 
any  provifion  of  money •  At  day-break  we 
found  ourfelves  (afefrom  the  purfuit  of  the 
regiment,  but  aflfailed  by  hunger  and  third* 
We  held  a  council  of  war,  at  which  Hau- 
dritz,  inexhauftible  in  refource,  preiided  \ 
our  whole  wealth  confifted  of  four-pence, 
which  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  Reyerberg. 
In  this  diftrefling  iicuation,  we  determined 
CO  intereft  the  chariubly  difpofed  in  our 

favour. 


hrcm,  and  to  change  our  iinifhmp  ior 
the  ditfa  of  countrymen  as  fixmas  we  could 
coUed  a  fiim  fuficient  for  that  parpofe;.  in 
which  diTgaife  we  detenained  to  repair  to 
the  &dr  at  BrunTwick,  ifriiidr  would  be  hdd 
in  a  ihort  tiiBfit.  aad  thecetiy  our  fbitunet 
in  feme  manner  or  adier  ;  hoping  mthec  til 
find  employment  among  the  flcangers  dot 
repair  to  that  place,  or  in  ca&  of  &iiure  ta 
lift  into  the  fervice  of  die  duke. 

Our  plan  duis  fixed^  we  heard  the  church 
bells  ringing  a^  the  neighbouring  village, 
for  it  was  on  a  Sunday.  We  took  the  road 
to  it,  with  the  idea  that  men  who  attended 
holy  worihip  wbuldibe  glad  to  fiulfil.the  da« 
ties  ct  the  day,  by  adding  the  meritorioua 
a&ion  of  charity  to  their  prayers.  The 
preacher  was  in  the  pulpit,  and  juft  giving 
out  the  fubje£t  of  his  difcourfe }  it  was  from 

D  ;i  the 
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the  fcvcnth  chapter  of  the  gofpcl  of  St* 
Matthew  and  the  15th  verfe.  He  took 
occafion  to  expatiate  on  good  works,  par- 
ticularly recommending  the  duty  of  charity 
with  fuch  fervency  and  feeling,  that  the 
riolence  of  the  emotion  rendered  his  voice 
hardly  articulate  before  he  reached  the  end 
of  the  fubjeft.  The  fin  of  hardnefs  of 
heart  and  avarice  next  furnifhed  matter  for 

« 

his  eloqueoce,  exclaiming  againft  then! 
with  fuch  heat  and  abhorrence,  that  his 
words  could  fcarcely  find  pajSage,  and  had 
nearly  choaked  him.  We  could  not  doubt 
but  that  this  fermon  had  difpofed  all  the 
auditors  to  benevolence,  and  immediately 
determined  to  put  them  to  the  proof.  The 
holy  man  had  hardly  quitted  the  pulpit, 
when  it  ftruck  us  that  both  our  duty  and 
intereft  required  that  we  (hould  begin  with 
himfelf^  as  it  would  furniih  him  widi  the 

plcafure 
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pleafuTC  of  putting  in  piafttce  tfie  charity 
which  he  had  fo  warmly  recommended. 

We  therefore  haftened  after  him  to  bis 
paftoral  dwelling,  where  we  found  him  with 
a  long  pipe  in  his  motith,  quarrelling  in 
the  court  with  a  peaiant  who  was  conjuring 
him  in  the  mod  humble  though  eameft 
terms' to  adminifler  baptifm  to  hb  dghth 
child,  and  to  difpenfe  with  the  aiftomaxy 
church  rights  on  account  of  his  extreme 
indigence.      The  anger  of  this  Fhariiee 
vented  itfelf  in  reproaches  againft  the  poor 
fellow,  whom  he  ordered  to  leave  him,  po- 
iitively  denying  his  fuit.     This  was  not  a 
very  powerful  encouragement;  we  how- 
ever prefumed  to  prefent  our  humble  re- 
quell,  frankly  confeffing  how  we  had  been 
deceived  and  forced  to  become  foldiers, 
(which  in  truth  was  not  the  cafe  of  Hau- 

D  3  dritz) 


tiritz)  aHbiiow  ^wc  had 'freed  oarlelves  from 
the  yoke  tif  fodi  a  ibcveiy^  by  a  bold 
though  dangerous  flight  j  finally,  that  we 
were  refblvo  fD  procure  our  fabfiffaence  by^ 
Ibme  JaiOQBft  employment.  The  featares 
of  the  iioly  man  czpenenoed  a  fodden 
cliangej  he  mx  no  longer  the  feeling 
preacher  who  had  (b  fbrongly  recommended 
ichartQ'^  for  hocfbinjg  into  the  noft  <>«« 
vagGOtts  paffion^  he  called  its^  vagabonds^ 
adod  thseastened  to  hkw  us  jfto^ed  asid  de«* 
ji'veied.  to  the  duioe.  We  foon  left  faim> 
ixx  not  without  nctering  fbnae  keen  re* 
«narks  on  his  bdnaviour,  which  however  be 
;)erhaps  did  not  hear  or  underfland,  hia 
•thoughts  appearing  wholly  taken  vip  with 
<he  dinner,  which  his  wife  informed  hint 
was  ready*  Hoping  that  the  difcourle  had 
made  more  imprellion  upon  the  auditors 
tlian  the  orator^  we  ejq}rei&d  our  warns  at 

every 
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<vcr7  door  ki  the  village ;  but  alas !  the 
more  wealthy  part  gave  us  HI'  language 
inftead  of  affiftance,,  and  the  poor  had  nor- 
thing to  beftow»  The  countryman  whom 
^v  had  feen  at  the  curate'^,  called  us  to 
liim-;  and  though  the  cruel  refufal  he  had 
met  with  ftill  Toured  his  features,  he  gave 
us  a  little  bread  and  ibme  brandy,  &ying 
lie  was  foity  he  had  not  more.  Delighted 
with  his  kindhefs,  Reyerberg,  in  a  fit  o£ 
j|eM»o6ty,  oSei^d  him  our  whole  ftocfc  lA 
payment  for  his  hbfpitality  3  but  the  lioncA 
Villager,  not\vith(Uhding  his  poverty, would' 
accept  of  nothing.  Haudritz,  raging  witk 
refentmint  againft  the  unfeeling  niature  of 
the  human  fpecies,  gna(he<t  his  ti^eth  in  thi 
bittef neis  of  anger ;  and  with  hh  ufual  fer^ 
tility  of  invention,  having  formed  a  plan^ 
he  defired  us  to  accompany  him  out  of  the 
Tillagei 

D4  We 
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We  walked  a  confiderable  dKlance  with- 
out any  one  breaking  filence ;  at  length  we 
^urived  at  a  pleafant  fpotj^  by  a  brook  fide, 
where  feating  ourfelvcs^  Haudritz  begaa 
thus :  '^  You  have  feen  fufficient  to  make 
^    a  proper  eftimate  of  mankind ;  the  villaia 
I   lives  in  opulence^  while  the  honeil  man  is 
'   opprefled  with  want  and  mifery.   The  mi- 
sifters  of   religion  are   hypocrites,    and 
preath  a  doftrine  they  have  no  inclinatioii 
to  follow,  neither  do  the  bearers  obferve  it 

4 

fsirther  Idian  concurs  with  their  intereft. 
The  juft  and  virtuous  man  is  ^very  where 
difplaced,  while  the  vicious  finds  all  his 
defires  accompliOied.  Ought  we  therefore 
to  be  ailonifhed  to  find  that  no  one  will 
continue  honeil  to  be  fo  ill  rewarded  ?  For 
as  cheating  becomes  every  day  more  com- 
mon, the  bed  men  are  no  longer  trufted, 
then  who  would  fuffer  himfelf  to  die  with 

hunger^ 
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Lunger^  for  the  fake  of  his  probity,  when 
after  all,  his  miferable  virtues  would  not 
evea  be  recompenfed  by  either  belief  or 
efleem  ?  The  world  will  be  duped,  dien  let 
us  (hare  in  the  deceit.  I  have  formed  fome 
plans  which  wilt  furely  fecure  us  from  pe^ 
nlhing  with  hunger;  follow  my  advice, 
our  fituation  will  foon  change  for  the  bet- 
ter." 

I  plainly  difcovered  the  weaknefs  of  this 
leafbning.  Haudritz  reckoned  as  nodiing 
the  internal  {atis£iftion  produced  by  pror 
bity  and  piety.  But  it  muft  alfo  be  con^^ 
fideted,  that  our  motives  for  virtue  are 
much  (bonger  when  we  are  rich,  under  the 
eye  of  the  public^  and  withom  temptation 
to  aA  otherwife,  than  when  at  an  early  age  ^ 
we  are  thrown  unfriended  on  the  world,  \ 
without   employment,    opptefled    by   the 

D  5  powerful. 
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powerful,  and  forced  to  ftroggle  ag^inft  iiv 
digence,  want^  hunger^  and  thirft.  We 
therefore  promifed  to  follow  his  advice  > 
and  dae  n)an  whd^  placed  in  our  fitua*^ 
tion^  with  the  feme  temptation,  and  thd^ 
&^e  difpofition,  wolakl  have  a^fired  other* 
wife,  muft  have  been  more  virtuous  thaA 
we.  We  immediately  began  our  enter* 
prize.  Haudritz,  wkh  a  box  in  hi»  hand,, 
haftened  to  the  neighbouring  village^  and 
pretending  to  cry  violently,  went  fronv 
door  to  door  relating  his  misfortunes,  fay*^ 
ing,  **  For  the  love  of  Heaven  affift  a  poor 
difcharged  foldier,  whoie  wife  and  four 
young  children  are  lying  oi^  a  fick  bed,  in* 
the  moft  dreadfU  agonies,  without  my  be* 
ing  able  to  a£[ift  them  in.  any  meafure.  I 
do  not  aik  for  money,  but  for  mercy  QXc 
give  me  fome  bread,  or  dd  Knen,  for  thele 
unfortunate  luflferers.**    The  violence  of 

his 


X) 


Su^uftentatron,  and  the  nianil^r  m/jymci 
M  applied  it  to  either  the  coififsftflionaj 
Tain,  did  not  procure  him  the  afliftance  he 
prttetided  td  a&^  bot  mohej,  Vrith  i^hich 
he  tetumed  in  the  dVening  to  the  phcA 
Where  we  had  appointed  to  nieet,  producifi^ 
five  liYTiSf  alfo  a^uriiig  us  lie  had  Hved 
well  during  the  day. 


/■ 


For  me,  being  prorided  with  a  pair  6f 
crutches,  and  my  feet  wrapped  op  in  rags^ 
I  went  to  a  neighbouring  haftitet,  where, 
with  a  good  desd  6f  difguft,  I  forced  myfelf 
to  relate  atale  whith  l^aadritzhad  devifed. 
My  figure  infpired  compaffioti ;  old  maids 
were  particularly  kind  to  me ; .  arid  on  thft 
whole  I  colleAed  a  good  quantky  of  bread, 
money,  aftd  benediftioiis,  tow^ids  f^ili« 
tatirig  my  way  to  Heaven.  I  fold  a  part  of 
fijy  bfead  to  ftrnie  (Hhcr  poor  whofn  I  met, 

D6  and 
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and  returned  in  the  evening  forty-eight 
fous  in  pocket. 

Reyerberg,  furniQied  with  his  fword, 
gave  himfelf  out  for  a  Prulfian  foldier  re* 
turning  from  a  furlough^  who  meeting  with 
a  recruiting  party  of  Aiiftrians,  had  been 
tricked  of  his  paflport  and  money.  Tlie 
gentlemen  of  the  town  pitying  his  diftrefs, 
relieved  him  with  fix  livres.  Our  frauds 
meeting  with  fuch  diftinguiihed  fucce(s» 
and  our  revenues  daily  increafing,  it  may 
eaiily  be  fuppoled  that  we  did  not  relin- 
quifh  this  noble  trade  till  we  had  put  all 
the  neighbouring  country  under  contribt^ 
tion»  We  did  not  always  perform  the  fame 
charafters^  Haudritz  particularly  knew  how 
to  fuit  his  flory  to  the  difpofition  and  qua- 
lity of  thofe  he  addreffcd.  Where  he 
judged  complaint  would  be  ufelefs,    he 

*  a£ted 
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adedthe  merry  beggar,  telling  them  his 
only  dependence  was  on  God  and  compaf- 
fionate  fouls^  concluding  his  requeft  with 
a  drinking  fong  i  the  moment  after  com* 
pofing  bis  features^  and  iinging  pfakns  to 
old  women.     He  flattered  falfe  devotees^ 
by  afluring  them  their  names  were  cele^- 
brated  all  over  the  country  for  piety  and 
charity.    Sometimes  he  went  among  the 
principal  people  of  the  country^  paffing 
himielffor  an  unfortunate  gentleman,  who 
had  lulled  his  adverfary  in  a  dueU  and  was 
neceffitated  to  fly  difguifed  as  a  common 
foldier.     To  ignorant  curates   he  talked 
Latin,  and  French  to  thofe  whom  he  found 
did  not  underftand  it  fufiiciently  to  difco*- 
ver  his  imperfedion  in  that  langus^e.     In 
a  word,  he  lied  with  the  mod  aftonifhing 
cfTrontery.     But  as  it  will  fomedmes  hap- 
pen, his  own  deceits  often  betrayed  him  ; 

for 
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fcr  meeting  the  '&mt  people  in.  diHereiiti 
places,  he  would  have  forgot  the  name  he- 
aflumed  when  he  fitft  fawihemj  miftake^- 
Ihat  were  recompenfed^  with  thfeact  of  cha,€^ 
tifement^  and'  which  he  fometime^  with  dif- 
ficuky.  efcaped.    In.  %  itnall'  principality;, 
where  his  tricks  were  dtfMveredi   foitie- 
huflors  led.  him  politely  to  the  front ier^^ 
giving  him  a.  ilri€t  injunction  no  iHore  tO« 
enter   their  territories.      Notwithftandinfe. 
tfaefe  misfortunes)  our  fund  daily  encreafed, . 
and  when,  we  reached  Helmotondl^  in  the^ 
duchy  g£  Brunfwick^,  we  pofT^ffed  in  aB. 
four  Ibuis  d'ors.     We  fold  our  cloaths  be- 
fore we  entered  the  town  f,  they  had  been  4 
made  for  the  lall:  review,  and  were  yet. 
clean.    Haudricz  and  myfelf  bad  riding 
coats  over  our  regimentals,  which  we  had 
bonowed  the  night  of  our  defertion,  oh 
purpo£e  to  difgui(e  ourfelve^  as  coopers  s 

but 


but  tlrc(e  coats  we  had  found  fo  bexTf  tOf- 
walk  m,  that  we  had  ibid  them  as  loon  as 
foflible*.  We  now  entirely  changed  our 
drefiesy  forged  ceptificata^  and  coorinued 
om  way  to  Helmfladt^  where^we  gave  out 
that  we  wete.ftudcnis  i ecalled  ^to- our  coun- 
fty  bjr  die  mtsfomines^  of  our  parents,  who^ 
had  loft  theic  whofe  property  by  fine.  Thit 
contrivance  procured  tis  good  entertain* 
nent^  and  augmented  our  purie  to  thirty^ 
three  crowns-  and  a  hal^  with  which  we 
continued  our  route  to  Bsunrwlck  by  the 
way  of  Schoeningen« 

Had  we  been  virtuous,  we  (hould  doubt>> 
]efs  have  become  otherwife,  from  the 
ftrange  icenes  we  were  witnefs  to  during 
our  peregrinations  j  we  faw  fo  many  di&- 
rent  kinds  of  people,  all  whom  we  ob&rved 
in  iilence,  and  as  they  were  not  cautious  of 

their 
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their  behaviour  before  beggars,  we  could 
not  but  difcover  fraud  and  diffimulation  ia 
every  ftate,  though  Concealed  from  the 
public  eye  by  different  forms  and  cuftoms. 

We  particularly  noticed  the  deceptions 
cf  thofe  who  kept  houfes  of  public  enter- 
tainment, where,  though  you  pay  for  your 
reception,  yet  as  a  certain  degree  of  con* 
fidehce  is  repofed  in  the  hoft,  he  ought  to 
render  himfelf  worthy  of  it  by  liis  pro- 
biiy. 

There  are  certain  fituations  in  lift  where 
we  are  not  difpleafed  to  meet  with  falfe- 
hood,  as  it  forms  an  excufe  for  our  own 
actions  that  are  inconiiflent  with  rectitude ; 
for  we  hardly  think  it  neceflary  to  pay  at- 
tention to  the  world  when  we  can  no  lon- 
ger efteem  t. 

We 
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Wc  arrived  at  Brunfwick ;  the  fair  was 
began ;  the  ilrengtb  of  our  purfe  had  ele* 
vated  our  (pints,  and  we  determined  no 
longer  to  live  by  charity,  but  (harping, 
which  fucceeding  to  our  ujtmofl:  wilhcs,  we 
forgot  to  feek  for  fervices,  being  entirely 
taken  up  in  pra£li(ing  our  new  talents^  Wc 
exiodfed  our  art  methodically,    walking^ 
every  evening  about  the  city,  in  order  to  be 
acquainted  wit!^  all  the  ftreets  and  bye- 
ways,  each  of  us  taking  a  different  round, 
and  meeting  at  night  at  an  inn  near  the  en* 
trance  of  the  city,  kept  by  a  man  named 
Danchl,  and  on  the  high  road  to  Wolfen* 
buttcL 

■  * 

One  morning  during  the  drawing  of  the 
lottery,  as  I  was  pafling  before  a  grocer's 
(hop,  I  heard  the  niafter  talking  t6  a  uylor 
that  was  at  a  window  oppo(ite.    ^^  In  tw4> 

hoursj'* 
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lioun/'  fiud  he^V  my  friend^  my  fate  Vr3£ 
4)6  decided  j  if  my  nu^mbers  are  diiawii^  X  ^ 
ihaU  be  eafy  for  life y'  sdding,  4ie  wotdtf ^ 
^ye  ten  crowns  to  whoever  brought  hink 
ihe  ^od  news.    The  taylor  a&ed  what 
iiumbers  he  hsA  take^  which  the  grocer 
anfontiing  kim»  I  immediately  ^lo^  lkeM> 
m  my  pocket-book  ttnper<^iif<edt  -tud  hil^ 
tening  to  h  tieighbcmriiig  ofice,  ftt  A  tBeaSk 
hm  Oft  tfie  tame  numbers* 


I  waked  tiff  a  ibw  mitnfeen  were 
when  Miming  haftity  Into  the  ftreet  where* 
ibe  groc«  lyv^,  vit-h  my  poKcy  of  infiirw 
ance  in  my  hand,  I  began  exprefliftg  itif 
joy  by  a  thoulknd  antics  and  exclamations.. 
The  grocer  was  at  his  (hop  door,  nor  was  it 
poffible  that  in  the  ttiorning  he  (houldliave 
diftiiiguiflied  mt  among  At  crowd  th^t 
IJCro  paffingand  re-piffltig.— **  What's  thfe^ 

matter,. 


loaonr,  my  friend  ?**  fai4  he,  **  Whart  is 
tfaft'OGCafimof  yoor  i^ejoicing  T'  I  fknfwered 
ootldUy,  itiat  I  had  been  -fortunate  enough 
t6  gMA  an  'eighth  <^  fome  nambers  m  my 
fattid)  attof  v^nch  were  jtiftdnnm.  *'  Let 
me  &e  chem^^  (aid  he  impatiently.    He 
JMked)  ibuad  thiM  of  hia  tmti  among 
die  ayanber.    «^  h  k  poffible  r  cried  he» 
it  11  irery  Mahicjky  tfcat  yoor  venture  was  fi» 
faaaU;  I  hate  iafbred  the  ^ne^  but  fo 
lacgety,  that  they  wiU  bring  -me  in  foma 
AiHioas  of  crowns  I  and  as  your  news  weB 
^Arvcs  ten,  I  will  inftantly  give  them  to 
you."  He  took  me  into  hts  (hop,  anmnm* 
ced  his  good  fortune  to  all  the  houfe^  and 
|Mfefenfed  me  with  the  promifed  fum.    I 
letumed  him  many  thanks,   di&ppeared 
as  foon  as  poffible^  and  afterwards  learnt 
that  not  one  of  his  numbers  had  been  for*» 
tonsil 
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In  die  mean  time,  Haudritz  and  Ktycr^ 
berg  had  procured  carriers  frocks,  and 
forging  a  bill  of  parcels,  importing  that 
they  were  intruded  with  fix  toti  of  coflfee  to 
remit  to  a  fador,  they  repaired  to  his  houfe, 
entreating  him  to  fend  and  take  charge  of 
it.  "I  have  not  time,"  faid  Haudritz» 
**  to  get  it  brought  hither,  as  I  muft  re- 
turn to-day ;  therefore  pay  me  for  the  car- 
riage i  my  lad  ihall  ftay  and  accompany^ 
you  to  the  inn  where  it  is  lodged ;  or  if  not 
convenient  now,  you  may  fend  for  it  at 
any  other  time,  as  it  is  entered  at  the  cuf^ 
|oms^  and  all  expences  paid." 

The  merchant  immediately  paid  him  the 
twenty  crowns  marked  on  the  invoice,  and 
Haudritz  departed^  leaving  Reyerberg  in 
the  £adtor*s  warehoufe.  The  merchant  re* 
tired  to  drcfs,  while  Reyerberg  walking  upi 

and 
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ud  down,  and  fometmies  advancing  to« 
vaids  the  door,  tiU  finding  a  proper  oppor^ 
tmvfy  he  flipped  out   at  a  moment  when 
the  clerks  were  too  bu(y  to  pay  any  atten-» 
uontohim.     He  turned  haft ily  down  the 
firft  ftxect^  and  taking  off  his  carrier's  frock  > 
he  Aiew  it  into  a  private  yard,  after  which 
he  purfued  his  way  as  though  nothing  had 
liappened.      This   ihaiiping    trick    would 
doubdcfs  not  have  fucceeded,  had  not  my 
friends  been  fure  of  their  man,  who,  they 
were  well  informed,  had  his  reafbn  perpe- 
tually bewildered  with  brandy,  rendering 
hamfelfby  that  means  incapable  of  minding 
his  own  bufinefi,  and  fiirnifhing  occafioQ 
of  ne^ed  to  his  affifiants» 

To  excuie  in  fome  meafure  Co  culpable  a 
lift,  Louis  and  me  only  r^arded  ourfelves 
as  the  inftniments  of  Providence^  defigned 

to 
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to  punifli  t^  foUiea  and  frauds  of  man*^ 
iufid>  oeitber  did  we  tvo?  tiijuie  people  of 
pCohi^^  and  virtue.  Tli0\i^  diis  no.  is  juC^ 
cificatioa  of  our  impofitions^  I  mendoa  ii: 
I   ta  lb«v  how  eaiilf  mea  find,  cxcufes  ten 
f  them&lvfs  &c  GQDumttiiig  aAs  of  ymokodm . 

Thcfe  politic  uidb  eooxiDinical  opfrstions 
»fed  ouc  xomtnon.  fund,  tx)^  tka  fiun  of 
ninety.  GCowna».  addedk  tO'  which  our  waxd-» 

■ 

MbeiKr^  imH  .ftockcdy  and  ini  geneml  our 
pravifiim.cpft  us. nothings  When  we  met 
widd  ynung  peopk>  eidier  in  the  ians  oc 
jmbUc:  boufiuL^  we  foitesed .  into  converfktioa. 
with  them;  if  tbeji  pk^ed  at  billiaids  op 
cards,  praifed  their  dexterity,  won  their 
jBioneyror  at  kafrlivodiat  dunr  exponJre,. 
Atltf^^iil  came  into  our  heads  to  go toi 
.  tikftqpembaUt  amttcy  our.  luck  atphara 

The 
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Thf  capnce  of  chmKe.  qfuRUf  fikvoyrs 
cfa^who-dq  att  4j^«)ry<{  mom  iblid  £»:• 
<f&%.  vA  tTMs  wtdi  ^iwfit;  oriiecs  who 
jve. fMQiQ^eiiM %  iamtfO' piobuy  fectiio 
^Hiny^Mm  a£  yi^-Mquimtncfaca*    As  for 

in  a  ikon  ttDt   gm«l  dighft  hundsed 
crowns. 

>An»3e  4nr  pwift  wa^  U^.  eidi  in  turn 
luid^iMei^  tb§  bwror*  bitf  HOW  n^  wo  bfi^. 
QiDM  fufpicioifii  of  «»:Ii:  Qtli9r«  wd  thfim*. 

<>f  bU  (bvy  a»  h^  thought  pn^c  i  kt  how 
cw  9^  durable  wwrn^  fouttdiid  ost  muoiial* 

€pq^d9P(:f ».  iiibfift  l)«tW«A:m4i  whofe  bu- 
fiM&.  i»  deceit?  We  hired  twa  elegant 
fumO^ed  4|Miprtinc^nt3  in  «  llPtdr  ^Qfc;  we 

pa^pd  4Pd«i^,^bOH9  uftoieiy.  to  cover  our* 
real  condition. 

I  played 
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I  placed  daily,  and  was  generally  fortu- 
tunate ;  took  great  pains  to  decorate  my 
perfon^  purchafing  rings  and  different  trin« 
kets,  in  order  to  ape  the  man  of  quality 
among  the  ignorant.  We  fometimes  made 
parties  into  the  country,  where  we  gave  a 
free  (cope  to  pur  tricks  and  (harping.  ^ 

One  day  we  went  into  a  neighbouring 

•  •  •  N  • 

village,   on  purpde  to  pafs  the  day  in 

* 

mirth ;  the  mafter  of  the  inn  was  a  weari* 
fbme  chatterer,  boafting,  and  recommend- 
ing  his  houfe  before  all  others.  "  The  day 
before  ycfterday,"  (aid  he,  '*  two  counts 
dined  here,  and  laft  night,  the  privy  coun* 

cillor  ****  flept  in  that  bed ^WiU  you 

have  fome  wine  ? — ^There  can  be  no  better 
—Without  boafting,  for  my  liquor  wants 
no  praiie  but  its  own  goodnefs,  it  is  fupe* 
rior  to  that  drank'at  court.'^ 

On 
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On  calling  for  our  bill,  we  found  it  ex- 
travagantly  overcharged;  and  though  it 
was  immediately  paid ,  Haudricz  determined 
to  be  revenged,  and  fome  little  time  before 
our  departure,  a&ed  the  holt  if  he  could 
cut  a  finall  quantity  of  meat.  ^' Certainly  ,** 
replied  be,  '^  I  cut  large  or  fmall  flices,  ac« 
cording  as  dcfired,  even  three-pennyworth 
if  you  choofe  it."  In  a  (hort  time  after, 
Haudritz  appeared  charmed  with  the  beauty 
of  a  canary  bird,  which  had  Tung  the  whole 
day  melodiouily.  "  I  have  the  greateft  cu- 
riofity,"  faid  he,  "  to  tafte  a  roaftcd  canary 
birds  would  it  be  poffiblc  to  (atisfy  my 
inditiation  ?*'  **  Truly,"  replied  the  land* 
lord,  *•  it  would  be  a  dear  morfel ;  for  you 
may  believe  me,  on  the  word  of  an  honeft 
man,  that  bird  coft  me  four  crowns/* 
*^  That  may  be,"  returned  Haudritz^. 
**  however  I  have  a  great  fancy  to  it,  what- 

voL.  I.  B  ever 
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ever  it  coft ;  if  you  will  road  it,  I  may  ac 
lead  fatisfy  my  inclination."  "  Certainly,** 
replied  the  hoft,  •'  every  thing  in  my  houfe 
is  at  your  fervice;  but  it  coft  me  four 
crowns,  as  I  before  infonned  you »  if  I 
drcts  it,  it  will  be  purely  to  oblige  you.^ 
He  immediately  difpatched  the  poor  bird, 
which  was  foon  roafted  and  ferved  up,  the 
landlord  faying,  "  There,  gendemen,  there 
is  your  expenfive  morfcl." — ^*  Cut  us,"  re- 
plied Haudritz  coldly,  ^*  three-pennyworth 
each."  The  landlord  found  he  was  tricked, 
and  had  rccourfe  to  entreaties,  reprcfenta- 
tions^  and  menaces,  but  all  to  no  purpofe^ 
till  at  length,  in  the  moft  violent  paroxyfm 
of  rage,  he  threw  the  roaft  out  of  the  win* 
dow,  and  we  departed,  highly  pleafed  with 
the  revenge  we  had  thus  taken,  in  having 
fo  eifedually  puniihedche  landlord  for  his 
impofition. 

We 
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We  pafled  the  whole  time  during  tjie 
hir  in  our  ufual  manner ,  play  indeed  in-« 
troduced  us  to  fome  connexions  of  refpec* 
tabi^.  This  noble  profelfion  frequently 
aflbcia^  the  moft  vile  and  deipicable  of 
niaflkifld  with  charafters  of  the  firft  confe- 
quence  in  fociety,  levelling  all  diftin&ion 
in  its  ibrdid  purliiits.  At  one  o(  the  laft 
tnafiLcd  balls,  Reyerberg,  whofe  purfe  was 
well  filled,  drew  near  the  pharo  table ;  the 
quantity  of  gold  tempted  him ;  he  ventured 
four  louis  d'ors,  and  loft  them«  The  lois 
urged  him  to  double  the  fbike,  and  he  had 
the  mortification  to  fee  his  louis  difappear 
one  after  another,  until  at  length  all  his 
wealth  was  reduced  to  two  crowns  three 
livres.  •*  I  have  loft  it  as  I  gained  It," 
exclaimed  he,  curling  his  ill  fortune.  When 
he  joined  us  at  the  hotel,  we  were  engs^ed 
at  ombre  with  a  young  Dutch  count,  who 

Ea  was 
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^as  overburtbuned  with  Uie  weight  of  his 
ducats.  A  youngi  livtly,  but  extravagsuit 
Et)gli(hman>  with  an  excellent  heart,  and 
tery  fich^  whofe  name  was  Sutherland,  ww 
diinking  punch  by  out  fide.  This  gende- 
man  had  always  taken  p^urticular  p)ea(uie  in 
the  company  of  Reyerberg,  a  preference 
that  was  really  his  due>  from  his  gendenefs^ 
courage,  and  generolity ;  for  notwithftand* 
ing  the  irregidaiiries  and  unjuftifiable  arti- 
iices  to  which  neceifity  and  fedudion  had 
forced  us,  yet  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart 
was  unalterable  ;  and  there  feldom  pafled  a 
day  which  he  did  not  fignalize  by  fome  ac- 
tion worthy  the  mod  virtuous.  In  fecret 
he  would  aflift  the  unfortunate,  comfort 
fhe  afflifted,  defend  the  opprefled ;  he  de- 
Ceiled  our  mode  of  living,  protefting  that 
Ae  pleafure  of  doing  ^ood  was  its  own  re- 
totn  pence,  and  beyond  every  other  enjoy* 

m«nt« 
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meac     As  we  (at  together  ^  the  hocd^  we 
lemarked  in  one  corner  a  man  plainly  but 
neady  cloathed   in  a  grey  coat,  overlook* 
ing  with  an  air  of  melancholy  an  account 
that  had  been  juft  delivered  him  for  his 
eight  days  lod^ng. ,   His  looks  plainly  in- 
dicated his    embarraifment  and  diftrefs; 
heavy  fig)[is  e(caped  him,  and  tears  invo- 
hintanly  dropped  from  his  eyes.    Reyer^ 
berg  was  equally  contemplating  the  uxihap- 
pineis  of  his  fituation^  and  forming  project 
for  fooM  means  of  life  lefs  fubjedt  to  this 
caprice   of  fortune;   when  obierving  the 
ftianger,  he  was  moved  with  compaffion^ 
and  xeCblved  to  entreat  him  to  difclofe  his 
diftre(s.     With  this  intention  he  drew  near 
to  him»  and  began  an  indifierent  convert 
£tfion,  but  with  fo  much  kindnefs,  that  he 
ibon  perfiiaded  him  to  difcloie  his  fbrrowy. 
and  relate  the  caufe  of  it  to  the  company 

£  3  prefent^ 
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prefent,  which  he  did  in   the  following 


manner. 


ADVENTURES  OF  THE  MAN  IK  THE 

GREY  COAT. 

MY  name  is  Brick;  my. father  was  a 
manufacturer  of  linen  in  the  duchy  of 
Wirtenberg ;  had  he  followed  his  own  in* 
clination  in  brining  me  up  to  the  fame  bu-^ 
iinefs^  I  fhould  now  have  been  a  ufeful  ci* 
tizenj  in  eafy  circumftances,  and  moft  pro-* 
bably  the  happy  father  of  a  family.  But  my 
mother,  born  and  educated  in  the  capital, 
among  the  pride  and  deceitful  fplendor 
under  which  courtiers  and  town  refidencs 
conceal  dieir  floth,  and  ignorance  of  ufeful 
l^nowiedge,  iniifted  that  I  fhould  ftudy  the 
law,  that  I  might  one  day  be  able- to  par- 

..    -J  take 
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take  of  the  brilliant  mifery  of  the  city  ilug'* 
^rds.  I  received  the  firft  rudiments  of  my 
education  at  Telm,  and  finiflied  by  ftudy- 
ing  the  law  at  Goettingen^  where,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difgufl  occafioned  by  fuch  a 
dry  and  difagreeable  purfuit,  my  head  be* 
came  fo  full  of  it,  that  in  three  years  1  was 
almoft  incapable  of  any  thing  that  only  re- 
quired fimple  common  fenfe.  I  thoroughly 
underftood  the.  Roman  laws^  was  gifted 
with  a  prodigious  memory;  for  on  the 
fcort  of  underftandlng,  Nature  had  not 
tmited'me  like  a  ilep-mothcr.  In  (hort, 
I  found  myfelf  capable  of  turning  add 
twiftingthe  laws  and  ilatutes  of  the  Em- 
peror Juftinian,  which  were  the'  leaft  ap« 
plicable  to  our  conftitution  and  cuftoms^  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  in  difpute  I  was  ftire> 
to  filence  my  oppofers.  This  talent  (if 
chicane  is  one)  did  not  however  dimini(h 

E  4  my 
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my  averiion  for  the  profeffion,  for  1  had  s^ 
feeling  heart,  fbme  underilaxiding,  and  a 
tafle  for  the  polite  arts.    On  returning  fron^ 
my  ftudies,  I  was  immediately  to  commence 
lawyer;  the  propoial  difgufted   me;  nor 
was  that  difguft  leflened,  when  initialed  ia 
the  myfteries  of  Themis,  I  faw  fortunes 
ruined  by  chicane,  the  rights  of  humanity: 
deftroyed,  unhappy  debtors  plunged  in  de<- 
flrudion^  the  wealth  of  minors  fwallawed' 
up  by  avarice^  litigious  counfeUors  gaUop«> 
ping  through  ten  (heets  of  dark  and  weari-- 
fome  jaigon,  when  ten  lines  of  fimple  dear 
exi^anation  would  have  anfwered  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  have  been  better  underftood; 
the  appit)bation  given  to  thefe  abufes  by 
ioteieilod  judges,  for  the  richeft  party  ufu* 
ally  canriesi  the  cauTe^  if  he  employs  a  cun« 
iiing  lawyer,  who  never  fails  to  exfaauft  the 
weaicer  fide,  by  purfuing  the  OKift  ruinous 

means. 
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means.  The  ambtgutcy  of  the  grcMcr  aaMKQr 
ber  of  cx>ntiDV€iiies  render  it  impoffilik  (of 
efen  an  upright  judge  to  pnmoniice  acr 
coidlng  to  his  reafon  or  convidioBi  h^ 
therefore  muft  follow  fbnn^  uncertain  whe* 
cher  be  has  not  wrox^ed  the  i&B0ceBt9  ^^^ 
£iVDQicd  the  oppreflbr  ;  even  the  coBits  of 
jaftke  axe  filled  with  men  of  weak  huad^ 
who,  from  being  perpetually  perjdeised  witl^ 
inexplicable  foits,  lole  aU  peoetratiga  w4 
plain  underfhinding, . 

«  4 

DiUcovenng  all  thefe  liBperfe&ionf  p  aa4 
a  number  of  others,^  my  natunal  k>ve  of  vir- 
tue and  troth  recoiled  at  the  pr^ieffioq^ 
and  I  returned  a  number  of  &its^  which 
my  relations  and  fidends  had  recoauDoendedt 
for  no  other  realbn  but  that  I  thought  them 
uxgoft.     I  wrote  my  cafes  in  a  fimple  and 

dear,  diottg^  not  a  icteotific  ftik  i  siffi0»g 

£  j  the 
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the  honefl  poor  man  againfl:  his  rich  Qp« 
preflbr,  taking  no  reward  for  the .  fervice  ; 
a-condufb  that  impaired  my  fortune,  hurt 
niy  credit,  and  ruined  my  name. 

r 

«•  * 

^  Death  deprived  me  of  my  father,  who 
left  an  eafy  competence,  but  in  the  power 
of  my  mother,  who  was  weak  enough  to 
retire-  from  buiinefs,  and  marry  a  young 
counfelior  overwhelmed  with  debts,  who 
foon  fquandered  what  my  fother  hadgained 
with  fuch  care  and  affiduity,  alfo  treating 
'my  mother  {o  ill,  that  (he  died  in  a  few 
-years  of  a  broken  heart.  I  had  no  means 
but  what  I  gained  by  my  profeflion,  and 
^which  I  have  already  obferved,  hardly  fur<- 
ni(hed  me  with  ncceflaries*.  * 

111  fatisfied  with  my  fituation,  I  formed 
feveral  plans  to  befter  it,  but  9II  in  vain. 

In 


h  looking  round  the   world,  I  (kw  men 
oifcd  to  the  utmoft  greatnefs  by  msurrying 
the  miftiefs  of  a  minifter  ;  others  placed  in 
iituaxions  to  increafe  the  fb-engdi  of  the 
€^(  of  a  party  agsunft  his  adverlaiy  in 
^cc,  and  to  aid   in  the  overthrow  of  to 
troobldbme  and  dangerous  an  enemy ;  alfo 
the  moft  defpicable  cheats  (et  at  the  head 
of  confidetable  fiirms,  in   order  that  die 
kitchens  of  the  direAors  of  finance  naay  be 
veil  fupplied ;  the  moft  ignorant  men  made 
judges  of  the  city  at  the  infligation  of  wo- 
men, who  periiiade  their  weak  hulbands  to 
beftow  £iTours  on  the  Tery  perfons  who 
conmte  them. 

So  many  contradidions  at  lei^h  (hook 
my  principles  of  virtue.  "  Deceit  and  im- 
pofition/'  (aid  I,  ^'  are  alone  fuccefsful  s 
joy  efforts  to  aft  uprightly  are  vain,  neither 

E  6  advancing 
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advancing  the  happinefs  of  odiers  nor  my 
owni  nor  yet  ptote&ing  mc  fix)m  indig^oer 
anddifdain;  let  me  therefore  change  mjr* 
plan^  and  endeavour  to  ooxdc  in  for  a  (haie 
of  the  genend  pillage.  Now,  deaf  to  tbe 
cries  of  the  unfortanate,.  my  door  was  (hut 
againft  diftrefied  innocence  ^  and  inftead  of 
I  my  ufual  freedom,  I  aflumed  an  sur  oC 
V  hauglitinefs,  taciturnity,  and  thoughtfuine(s. 
My  cafes  became  volumes,  and  drew  out 
the  cleareft  fuits  to  a  wearifome  and  unpar- 
donable length,  by  which  means  I  attraded 
the  attention  of  the  courts  of  law,  gained 
the  countenance  of  interefted  judges,  filled 
my  pockets^  cloathed  myfelf  degandy,  and 
led  a  life  of  eafc  and  voluptuoufnefs. 

Whether  it  was  from  particular  hatred ; 
or  to  gain  £ivour  from  the  prrace,  I  know 
Hot)  but  one  of  the  miniflers  commenced  a 

very 


mj  wquft  fuk  igainft  s  cottotr^  giemk* 

mo ;  it  aiofe  from  cfae  ngjbt  of  huotii^  on 

ibme  lands  ttijoining  to  a  d<xnaia  apper^ 

taimng.to  die  crowiu     The  clakn  of  isbo 

foYtxdgii  was  founded  upon  Ibme  frivolous 

title,  which  the  folicttor-fifcai  could  not 

validate.  My  reputation  was  eftabK&ed  for 

ftilfial  chicane ;  the  minifter  therefore  (eat 

for  tne»  cn^Lging  me  to  undertake  the  caufe^ 

with  a  promiCe  of  confiderable  reward  if  I 

focceeded.    Two  years  before,  I  (houid 

have  rgeded  diis  propofal  with  ail  the  dig«> 

niqr  of  <^nded  virtue  ;  no  one  indeed,  at 

that  period,  would  have  prefomed  to  aik 

me  to  undertake  It^  now  I  accepted  the  o& 

&r  without  befitation, 

Bf  numberleis  tricks  and  artifice,  I  at 
kng^  overpowered  die  country  gentlecnan^ 
and  gained  the  cau^  for  my  employer,  our 

advcrlary 
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adveriary  having  no  refource  but  ah  appeal 
to  the  imperial  chamber  of  Wetzlar,  where 

m 

I  was  well  aflured  the  caufe  would  hot  be 
terminated  till  the  day  of  judgment. 

Unhappily  for  us,  the  affair  fuddenly 
took  a  very  different  turn ;  the  wife  and 
children  of  the  unhappy  gentleman  threw 
themfclves  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and 
exclaimed  aloud  at  the  injuftice  of  the  (en- 
fence  pronounced  againft  them.  The  prince 
was  naturally  good ;  his  greateft  fault  being 
the  contmual  diftraAions  which  He  fuffered 
in  his  af&irs,  by  holding  the  reins  of  go* 
vernment  too  flack,  not  feeing. himfelf  into 
the  bufmefs  of  the  Ctate,  confequently  re- 
maining ignorant  of  the  iniquities  conunit- 
ted  in  his  name,  deaf  to  the  cries  of  op- 
prefied  innocence^  that  would  not  fail  to 
accufe  him  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Mpft 

High, 


Clh  BLAS.  87 

Hi^>  with  flying  from  pleafure  to  plea- 
iiire,  intoxicated  with  giandear,  and  re* 
gaidkfs  of  its  complaints. 

ALanned  at  the  recital  of  Tuch  glaring 

injufUce,  he  commanded  the  a£&ir  to  be 

examined  into  vrith  the  greateft  perfpicuity. 

The  miniller,  fearful  for  himielf^  ikilfiilly 

threw  aU  the  blame  on  the  lawyers,  af* 

fbrkig  the  prince  that  I  bad  reprefented  it 

to  him  in  a  falfe  point  of  view^  as  he  him* 

ielf  was  (b  totally  employed  in  the  impoiw 

tant  bufinefs  of  the  ftate,  as  not  to  be  able 

to  confider  it  with  the  attention  he  wifiied. 

The  fovereign,  animated  by  (entiments 
of  juflice  an  equity,  annulled  the  judg- 
ment, and  ordered  me  to  be  ftruck  off  the 
lift  of  lawyers,  condemned  to  perpetual 
exiky  and  my  wealth  confifcated  kif  pious 

uie$» 
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ufes.  This  terrible  kflcm  re-slniinated  in 
ay  bolbra  a  defire  to  ictum  to  virtue ;  but^ 
alas !  I  had  no  means  by  which  I  cout(| 
prove  my  repentance,  nor  even  any  to  pro- 
te&  me  from  hanger*  An  exiled  reformed 
attorney  is  fit  for  nothing,  not  even  for  die 
loweft  offices  of  Ibciety.  At  lengdi  I  ar* 
lived  here,  in  hope  of  procurii^  a  fituation 
as  clerk  to  a  tsKler ;  my  endeavours  have 
not  been  fuccefiful;  I  have  pafled  eight 
days  in  this  hotel;  my  bill  is  now  pre* 
fented,  and  amounts  to  three  livies  more 
than  I  pofle(s ;  reduced  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity, 1  have  no  refource  to  relieve  my  di* 
ftrefs  but  theft,  or  death. 

**  You  (hall  have  recourfe  to  neither,** 

X:ried  Reyerberg ;  "  it  is  trae  I  have  loft 

my  money  at  play ;  fix  francs  is  all  I  have 

itmaining^  accept  them;  banifli  then  the 

.  .  thoughts 
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t&ougbcs  of  diihoneftj  or  death;  the  half 
is  (ufficient  to  difchaige  your  bill^  and  with 
die  reft  let  us  drown  the  remembrance  of 
our  forrows  in  punch ;  after  which  we  will 
retire  peaceably  to  reft,  if  not  as  great  a^ 
princes,  at  leaft  as  liappy  as  beggars ;  ne^ 
ceBty  will  doubtlefs  point  out  fome  moans     ^ 
of  relief.  I  am  convinced  that  honefty  alone     ^ 
is  to  be  depended  on^  and  am  determined     ^ 
iKOcefiMTward  to  change  my  courfe  of  life^     ( 
Courage,  friend,  all  will  yet  go  well;  the       ^ 
world  is  lai^ ;  then  never  fear,  but  in* 
fome  comer  we  Ihall  meet  with  a  fafe  and 
honeft  afylum." 

Reyerberg  continued  for  a  confiderable 
time  talking  to  him  in  a  manner  that  plsunly 
einnced  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart  and  the 
frankn^s  of  his  charad^er*  We  liftened  to^ 
him  with  pleafure ;  Sutherland  was  parti-*' 

cularly 
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cularly  charmed  with  the  behaviour  of 
Louis,  and  immediately  afked  him  to  ac* 
company  him  on  his  travels.  My  friend 
accepted  the  offer  with  the  greatefl:  pleafure^ 
teftifying  the  utmoft  gratitude  to  the  ge- 
nerous Engliihman,  and  the  agreement  was 
immediately  fettled. 

An  a£tor»  who  happened  to  be  prefenr, 
engaged  Brick  to  accompany  him  next  day 
to  the  manner  of  the  theatre,  who»  he  had' 
no  doubt,  he  could  perfuade  to  add  him 
to  the  number  of  the  performers. 

All  panics  retired  well  fatisfied  at  mid- 
night \  the  gold  which  Haudritz  and  my- 
felf  ftill  poflefled  from  our  (harping,  per- 
haps occafioned  us  not  to  go  to  reft  with 
fuch  refolutions  of  amendment  as  our  com- 
panions. 

CHAP. 


GIL  BLAS.  91 


CHAP.  VI. 

A  fudden  Change  in  ibe  Situation  of  Peter-^^ 
The  Fate  of  Haudritz. 

\  MONG  the  circle  of  adventurers  and 
"^  ^  gamblers  that  I  had  occafionaljy  met 
during  my  ftay  at  Brunfwick,  I  became  ac<* 
quainted  with  an  Italian,  who  called  him* 
ielf  the  Count  di  Fondini*  He  was  about 
forty  years  old,  above  the  middle  fize, 
brown  complexion,  a  fquinting  look,  a 
deep  fear  in  his  left  cheek,  and  ufually  wore 
Spanifli  regimentals.  He  frequently  went 
to  the  play,  accompanied  by  a  young  lady 
of  a  moft  prepoiTefiing  appearance,  ex- 
tremely modeft,  fcldom  railing  her  veil, 
and  apparently  without  acquaintance,  as 
ibe  fpdce   to  no  one.    She  happened  one 

night 
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night  to  be  in  the  lower  boxes  fo  near  mcj 
that  I  could  obferve  her  attentively;  her 
features  befpoke  embarraflment  and  iecret 
melancholy ;  the  manner  in  which  (he  look- 
ed  at  the  count  led  me  to  fuppofe  (he  was 
fearful  of  him ;  for  if  he  chanced  to  go 
out,  or  turn  to  ob(erve  the  piece,  (he  im- 
mediately regarded  me  with  greater  foftnefs 
and  liberty.  This  behaviour  was  fiiificient 
to  interefl:  me  in  favour  of  the  &ir  Italian^ 
for  I  was  yet  a  novice  in  love,  except  my 
intimate,  though  unhappy  connexion  with 
Mademoifelle  Julia  Nagelborn,  the  di(fi* 
pated  manner  in  which  I  had  lived  leaving 
ao  time  for  amorous  adventures.  My  ima* 
gination  teemed  with  fonnets  and  love-ele-> 
gies  for  my  new  conoueft,  who  I  fometimes 
reprefented  as  givmg  me  cruel  refufals ;  ac 
others,  1  interpreted  her  foft  looks  to  a 
l^tle  exclamation  of-~*^  Alas,  I  dare  noc 

liftea 
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iiftetito  you,  I  am  watered  too  dotcly.*^ 
Nay,  I  ercn  peifuaded  myfelf,  that  1  could 
itad  in  her  eyes  a  lively  and  tender  parti* 
dpadon  of  my  (ufiering^. 

I  engaged  a  mailer  to  teach  me  Italian  ; 
and  notivithfianding  the  life  of  diffipation 
I  led,  in  about  a  month  improved  (ufE* 
dently  to  fuftain  a  common  conver&tion  in 
that  laagimge.  One  evening  at  the  play  I 
drew  a  profile  of  my  charmer^  caufing  it  M 
be  cur  out,  let,  and  encircled  with  gold, 
ID  we^  on  my  hcfom.  My  inclination  for 
mufic  revived^  every  night  playing  the  moft 
tender  aiaghs  y  in  fliort,  it  was  impoffible 
to  fee  my  emotion^  or  hear  my  love-fick 
dinies,  without  compaffion, 

I  took  care  to  enquire  for  the  habitarioii ' 
of  the  covint^  and  was  informed  he  gate 

out 
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out  that  tl^e  charmer  I  adored  was  his  wife. 
I  paraded  for  hours  every  day  before  her 
window^  when  if  (he  favoured  me  with  one 
of  her  fweet  looks^  I  was  raviflied  with  de- 
light; or  if  on  hearing  me  cough,  (be 
deigned  to  (hew  herfelf,  I  thought  (he  coun« 
tenanced  my  paflion^s  and  my  joy  knew  no 
bounds.  I  encouraged  the  idea  tnat  (he 
felt  a  tender  prepofle(fion  in  my  favour, 
and  was  perpetually  devi(ing  means  to 
(peak  to  her,  but  the  vigilance  oi  the  count 
appeared  to  redouble ;  he  no  longer  quitted 
her,  or  if  nece(fitated  to  leave  her  for  a 
(hort  time,  he  remitted  the  care^of  her  to 
an  old  domeftic,  who  even  followed  her  to 
mafs.  I  could  not  help  imagining,  from 
the  appearance  of  this  fervant,  that  he  was 
corruptible,  and  carefully  fought  an  oppor- 
tunity  to  meet  him  alone ;  but  when  ob- 
tinned,  I  found  him  (b  trufty,  with  fuch  a 

fimi 
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&B1  attachment  to  his  mafter,  Cuotwitk- 
fiaaduig  he  was  a  Fiienchman}  that  I  bad 
theutmoft  difficulty,  though  I  accampa- 
Jiied  my  tequeft  with  a  confideiablc  pie- 
feat,  to  gain  his  confent  to  fpcak  to  his 
miftrefs  on  foxne  family  afiairs,  which  I  af- 
/uied  him  were  of  the  utmoft  impoitance. 

But  why  (hould  I  tire  my  readers  with  a 
^ninute  detail  -,  fuffice  it  to  lay,  that  my 
charmer  employed  all  the  artifices  commoa 
xo  women ;  a£ted  the  prude,  and  pleaded 
her  confcience,  iighed,  gave  me  hope,  de- 
clared (he  feared  her  own  weaknefs,  and 
was  perpetually  combatting  a  heart  too 
ftrongly  interefted  in  my  favour,  dropped 
a  tear,  (bmetimes  let  me  wait,  would  put 
her  hand  on  mine,  draw  it  haftily  back^ 
iliipeft  me,  complain  of  the  inconftancy  of . 
men,  wUh  co  be  (hatched  from  the  power 

of 
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cf  a  tyiant ;  nay,  (he  even  ^ve  me  a  ren* 

« 

de2voii$  at  her  o#n  houfe,  when  at  the 
very  moment  our  convet&cion  had  like  to 
have  become  inteiefting  we  weve  aiatmed 
by  the  information  of  die  count  being  juft 
returned ;  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  jde* 
camp  as  fpeedily  as  poffible.    In  fliort,  fhe 
led  me  like  her  flave ;  a  conduA  that  de« 
termined  me  to  el<^  with  her.    I  had  the 
utmoft  difficulty  to  perTuade  her  to  this 
ftep,  which  (be  only  con(ente4  to  from  the 
repeated  afiurances  I  gave  her  of  my  (in<%- 
rity,  and  the  exce(s  t)f  my  pa(fion.     My 
point  thus  gained^  I  went  to  confult  my 
friend  Haudritz  on  the  beft  metfns  of  exe- 
cuting my  dangerous  projeft.     Reycrberg 
had  left  Brunfwick  with  die  Engli(hman. 

All  other  thoughts  abforbed  by  the  vio- 
lence (rf  my  love,  I  paid  no  attention  to  any 

thing 
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liiiflg  that  was  pailing  ^  it  is  true^  I  fbme* 
cimes  frequented  my  old  aflemblies,  but  my 
cooftaat  lofies  cured  me  of  the  n^e  of 
gaming.  In  this,  fituation  of  mind^  the 
abfence  of  Haudritz,  who  had  been  mif- 
fing for  fome  days,  gave  me  no  concern^ 
BCH*  did  I  even  notice  it  till  I  went  to  afk 
his  afliftance.  I  repaired  to  his  dwelling, 
for  we  no  longer  lived  in  the  fame  hou(e  i 
but  what  was  my  furprize  when  informed 
of  his  fituation !  A  clerk  of  old  Haudrkz 
had  been  at  the  fair,  in  order  to  overlook 
ibme  buiinefs  relative  to  their  commerce^ 
which  my  companion  having  gained  infor« 
matioQ  «f,  imitated  his  father's  hand,  forg- 
ing a  letter  of  exchange  to  the  amount.  He 
had  already  prefented  it  to  a  banker,  when^ 
unfqirtunately  for  him,  his  father  arrived  at 
Bninfwick,  and  when  he  went  to  receive 
the  amount,  gave  him  the  meeting  at  the 
VOL.  I.  F  dealer's. 
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We  bad  already  proceeded  about  two 
leagues,  -during  which  I  had  a  thoufand 
times  at  leaft  exprefled  my  gratitude  and 
Captures  to  the  amiable  objed  of  my  ten- 
dernefs.  In  idea  I  was  the  happiefl  of  mor- 
tals^ already  fancying  myfelf  allied  t-o  a  rich 
and  refpe^table  family,  to  whom  I  was  haf^ 
teningwitha  beloved  and  long-lamented 
relation,  reprefenting  to  myfelf  in  the  mod 
flattering  colours  the  gracious  and  raptu- 
rous reception  I  (hould  meet  with,  for 
fuch  a  lingular  fervice. 

Part  of  our  road  lay  through  a  thick  and 
gloomy  wood,  into  which  we  had  advanced 
but  a  litde  way,  when  the  count  overtook 
us  on  the  full  gallop.  It  was  too  late  to 
repent  of  the  imprudence  I  had  committed 
in  entirely  trufting  to  a  vagabond  flranger, 
not  being  even  furnilhed  with  piftols.  The 

coachmaa 
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foachman  immediately  flopped,  and  leaped 
from  his  feat,  as  did  aUb  die  fervant,  the 
pretended  ignorance  of  the  latter  being  only 
a  feint  to  draw  me  more  compleatly  into 
the  fbare.  The  Count  di  Fondini  dif* 
mounted,  and,  affided  by  the  two  attend- 
anrs,  tefl  on  me,  ftriking  me  with  the  ut-> 
moft  violence,  without  articulating  a  fingle 
word,  only  ceaHng  now  and  then  to  en- 
creafe  my  humiliation  by  repeated  burfls  of 
laughter  at  my  melancholy  afpeft,  I  fup- 
plicared  and  entreated  by  turns,  and  (hould 
doubtlefs  have  cried  out  for  afliflance,  but 
iwas  reflrained  by  knowing  myfclf  the  ag- 
greflbr.  I  defended  myfclf  ta  the  utmoft  of 
my  power,  but  unarmed,  my  efforts  were 
fruitiefs,  and  I  funk  beneath  their  blows.. 
After  wearying  ihemfelves  with  their  cruelty, 
they  (tripped  me,  giving,  me  fome  other 
eloaths^  which  when  they  had  forced  me; 

F3  to 
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to  put  on,  they  barft  into  frefh  fits  of 
laughter,  in  which  my  amiable  miftreis 
joined,  inflead  of  expreffing  the  leafl  pity 
for  her  diftrefied  lover.  After  ihey  had  fa-^ 
tisfied  their  mirth  at  my  expence,  they  de« 
parted  in  the  coach,  taking  with  them  my 
trunks,  and  all  my  riches,  notwithftanding 
I  had  as  much  right  to  them  as  a  prince 
has  over  a  kingdom  he  has  gained  by  coxi* 
queft. 

«  Faith,  friend  Peter,*'  faid  I  when  I 
iaw  them  depart,  '*  this  is  hard  ufage  thoit 
haft  juft  undergone ;  the  devil  take  all  wo« 
menkind ;  this  is  the  fecond  time  they  have 
thrown  thee  into  mifery.  What  is  to  be 
done  ?  Cry  out,  complain,  and  caufe  the 
robbers  to  be  purfued — But  who  art  thou  ? 
What  name  wilt  thou  afiurne  before  the 
judge?  What  account  wilt  give  when  ^ed 

how 
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hovr  thou  became  poileiTed  of  the  money 
the  villains  have  ftolen  ?  How  wilt  thou 
certify  it  to  be  thy  property  ?  When  they 
enquire  into  thy  occupation^  thy  means  of 

life,  what  anfwer  wilt  thou  make?  If " 

A  torrent  of  tears  interrupted  this  folilo^ 
quy ;  I  threw  myfelf  on  the  earth,  where  L 
remained  until  grief  infenfibly  gave  way  to 
Tefle£tion.  It  was  necefiary  to  (fx  on  fomc^ 
^ing ;  I  therefore  r^e,  and  retook  the  way        ^ 
to  Brunfwick,  thouK|i  uncertain  what  means 
I  ihould  adopt.     I  foUnd  in  one  of  the      X 
pockets  of  my  black  breeches,  which  were     ^ 
the  only  part  of  my  cloaihs  the  villains  haJi 
leftnie,  fome  trifle  ofnipney,  which  for-  y 
tunately  I  had  not  put  into  my  purfe— that 
'.  the  Count  di  Fondini  (curfe  on  him)  had    ^,^ 
taken  care  to  fccur^*     I^ppropriated  this 
to  pay  for  my  night's  lodgingV  but  my  evil 
deftiny  .determined  I  ihould  bj?  lodged  gra- 

F  4  tis ; 
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tis ;  for  as  I  was  fitting  at  an  ordinary  thae 
I  had  entered  to  procure  refrefhment^  I  re- 
marked a  jolly  man,  whofe  inquifitiye  eye 
befpoke  him  an  agent  of  juftice,  look  at 
me  for  fome  time  with  the  utmcft  atten- 
tion 'y  he  then  drew  from  his  pocket  a  pub* 
Uc  paper,  out  of  which  he  read  in  a  low* 
voice  to  his  comrade  a  particular  defcrip- 
tion  of  my  prefent  drefs.  The  account  was 
pecfed,  nothing  being  wanting  ;  the  brown 
coat,  with  little  yellow  buttons  and  broad 
facings,  the  waiftcoat  of  green  plufh,  bound 
widi  a  narrow  gak>on,  the  little  pinched 
up  hat,  with  a  chequered  fihrcr  binding  ; 
in  fhort,  the  whole  of  the  gvotefque  habi-^ 
Uments  which  the  Italian  banditti  had 
obliged  me  to  aflume,  and  that  doubtlefs 
were  the  wreck  of  fome  perfoa's .  wardrobe 
whom  they  had  faved  the  trouble  of  be« 
queathing,by  taking  the  tight  in  them&lves« 

The 
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The  venerabk  minifters  of  Themis  had 
lio  fooner  (kcisfied  themfelves  that  my  cloth- 
ing ezadly  agreed  with  that  dcfcribed  in 
the  paper,  than  they  introduced  two  of.  the 
principal  officers  of  joftice,  who,  notwith* 
fianding  my  prayers  and  refiftance,  con* 
duded  me  the  fame  ni^t  to  WolfEenbuttel^ 
where  they  lodged  me  in  a  dungeon  until  I 
&ould  be  mterrc^ated  the  next  day. 

The  eiamiaation  lafted  fifteen  days,  dur- 
log  which  they  were  particularly  careful  of 
my  health,  making  me  obferve  the.  moft 
fiilutary  regimen^  My  perfon  did  not  at  all 
2%[ree  with  the  defcription  of  the  culprit 
they  purfued,  and  my^  answers  to  their  in- 
terrogatories gsive  no  light  into  the  matters 
laid  to  my*  charge.  Notwithftanding  as 
my  hiftory  appeared  extraordinary,  and 
there  being  many  breaks  in  point  of  time> 
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not  fb  convenient  for  me  then  to  account 
for,  I  ihould  not  have  been  fo  fbon  releafed; 
but  for  the  generous  compaffion  which  all 
courts  of  juftice  have  for  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims of  the  law,  haftening  the  final  fentence 
as  foon  as  poffible.  The  fame  generous 
motive  however  obtained  me  a  milder 
judgment :  I  was  banifhed  the  city  for  ever, 
ol>liged  to  leave  my  cloaths  at  the  foot  of 
the  tribunal,  as  evidence  of  the  crime,  and 
wrapping  myfelf  up  in  an  old  riding- coat 
given  me  by  the  regifter>  I  departed  as  foon 
as  poifible. 
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CHARVn. 

Peter  enters  JucceJJively  into  feveral  Families 

as  Servant. 

TT  ^was  near  the  end  of  autumn,  the 
-*-  morning  was  cool,  and  the  wind  blew 
keenly  through  the  numerous  ^)ertures  in 
the  old  riding  coat.     My  body  was  weak- 
ened by  the  unwholefome  vapours  of  the 
iubterraneous  dwelling  to  which  I  had  been 
accuftomed ;  I  was  aflailed  by  hunger,  and 
my  fpirits  depreifed  by  the  melancholy  fate 
that  purfued  me.     I  walked  along  the  high 
road,  unceruin  whither  to  dired  my,  fieps  ; 
after  fome  hours  travel,  I  reached  a  Vdi- 
gious  houfe,  founded  for  ladies  of  quality, 
whofe  compai&onatc  fouls  I  endeavoured  to 
intcrcft  by  the  recital  of  ray  misfortunes, 

F  6  and 
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and  fucceeded  beyond  ezpeftation.  I  re- 
counted my  advencaics  with  the  fcrupulous> 
veracuy  of  a  penfioned  tuftoriographer^ 
diawing  {b  diftreiSng  a  picture  of  highway 
robbers,  unjuft  imprifonments,  and  the 
mifeiies  I  had  fuftuned  by  tbirft  and  hun- 
gcf,  that  they  entered  into  my  fuifering?^ 
hafienlog  to  provide  me  with  deaths,  linen, 
and  money.  After  cheering  my  fpirits  by 
a  good  meal,  one  of  them-  gave  me  a  lenep 
o£  recommcndatkin  to  a  baili^  who  lived 
about  three  leagues  &om  the- convent.  I 
jmf  lored  the  blel£ng  of  Heaven  on  thefe 
charitable  ladies,  continued  my  journey^ 
and  arrivedv  lafe  at  the  place  of  my  defti- 
nAUon,  delivering  tl^e  letter  according  to 
(he  diredtion.. 

The  bailifF  was  one  of  thofe  opulenc 
people  who  live  at  home  ia  a  ftile  of  luxury^ 


GIL  kLAS.  iOf 

iotapgearabroad  in  an  economical  manner^  ^ 
complaining  when  they  renew  their  kafes 
of  the  hardne(s  of  the  times,  the  deftruftion 
oi  the  harveft  by  hail  ftorms^  of  the  low 
pike  of  corn,  and  other  certain  lofles.  Hla 
houfe  was  furniflied  with  the  greated  con^ 
venience,  and  bis  wife  decorated  herfelf 
with  jewels.  When  they  i^ceived  company 
die  dinner  occupied  a  (pace  of  four  hoursi, 
die  tutor  and  fecr^tary  having ,  orders,  to 
quit  the  table  always,  on  the  entrance  o£  the 
iecond  courlc. 

I  know  not  whether  the  villhg^s  of  the 
bailiwick  werehappy.  under  him,,  but  that^ 
a  point  little  attended  to  in  thofe  countries^. 
where  the  nephews  or  dependents  of  mini« 
flers,  without  knowledge  in  agriculture,  or 
aknts  in  any  refpeit  neceflary  for  the  un» 
dcftaking,  and  almofl  incapable  of  iigning 

their 


ventures.    Nay,  1  hope  to  give  yet  nlore 
to  the  public, .  unlefs  the  art  of  blackening 
.paper,  like  that  of  painting  glaisj  is  loft  ia 
•ur  days»^ 

The  bailifPs  lady  hat!  a  very  ugly  dog; 
who  had  not  only  the  infirmities  of  age  to 
combat,  but  alfo  the  ill  confequences  of  a 
life  of  too  much  indulgence ;  he  was  Co 
furfeited  by  the-  favory  meats  on  which  he 
was  fed,  and  fo  totally  enervated  by  them^ 
that  far  from  being  a  pleafing  objedt,  he 
firongly  pourtrayed  the  moving  fkeleion  of 
a  debauched  old  courtier.  This  dog,  not<r 
wichilanding  its  hideous  figure,  was  ten« 
deriy  beloved  by  my  mifVrefs,  who  com*' 
manded  me  to  take  particular  care*  of  the 
poor  beaf^,  and  even  to  (it  up  with  it  on 
tbofe  nights  (he  fuppofed  it  too  ill  to  be 
able  to  floep;  orders   of  this  nature  diC> 

gutted 


GIL  BLAS.  rij 

gufted  me,  though  I  was  neceffitated  to 
fcigQ  obedience.  One  day  my  miftrefs  cal- 
led me  to  carry  this  difgufting  animal  out 
a  walking,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  digef- 
tion  of  a  bifcuir,  with  which  ibe  had  juft 
been  feeding  it.  As  I  attempted  to  take  him 
io  my  arms,  doubtlefs  not  being  inclined 
to  quit  the  apartment,  he  rewarded  my  at^ 
tention  by  biting  me  (harply  on  the  finger. 
The  pain  I  experienced,  added  to  the  ha-^ 
tred  the.  filthy  bead  had  always  inipired  me 
with,  banilhed  prudence,  anJ  1  gave  him 
a  fmart  btow,  which  unhappily  lighting  on 
hts  head,  the  fiivourite  dropped  dead  at  my 
iset ;  indeed,  had  it  fallen  on  any  other  jpart 
of  his  pampered,  crazy  body,  moft  probably 
it  woul4  have  been  equally  as  fatal.  Alas  i 
I  was  &r  from  intending  this  catailrophe* 
The  tears  of  Niobc  for  the  murder  of  her 
children  were  not  fa  bitter ;  the  forrow  of 

Jacob 
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Jacob  for  the  lofs  of  his  fon  Jofeph  was  not 
half  fo  acute ;  the  cries  of  the  lionefs  de- 
prived of  her  young  were  not  half  fo  ter- 
rible ;  but  poetic  images  are  fuperfluous^ 

»     .    • 

for  the  lady  did  not  confine  herfelf  to  com* 
plaint,  forrow,  or  tears;  for  flying  at  roc 
with  thegreateft  fury,  (he  clawed,  buffeted^ 
and  tore  my  face,  at  the  fame  time  raving 
like  a  dragon.  It  was  a  mod  horrible  and 
diflreffing  fcene.  After  this  Megani  had 
appeafed  the  manes  of  the  objeft  of  her 
tendernefs,  (he  ran  to  her  hufband,  com- 
manding him  to  turn  me  initancly  out  of 
the  houfe.  I  muit  do  judice  to  the  bailiff^ 
he  ufed  every  poiTible  means  to  calm  the 
lage  of  his  adorable  Medea,  but  ail  attempts 
were  fruitlefs ;  docile  and  fubmiffive,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  obedience,  he  was  obliged  to 
confent  to  her  defires,  and  I  was  immedi- 
ately turned  out  of  doors,  but  XK>t  before 

the 
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the  bailiff  had  watched  his  opportunity,  and 
pnTately  given  mc  an  honourable  difcharge 
and  a  confiderable  prefent» 

Not  far  firom  the  village  I  was  thus  ne- 
ccffitatcd  to  leave,  lived  a  man  whofe  pro- 
tetXon  I  determined  to  entreat.  His  name 
was  Marcelius  ;  he  had  been  a  violin  player 
in  the  orcheftia  of  the  Duke  of  *^*  ;  but 
having  had  his  left  arm  (truck  with  the 
palfy,  he  had  been  provided  with  a  place  ai 
direftor  in  the  department  of  the  finances.  X 
know  not  whether  he  was  equally  capable  of 
filling  the  lad  iituation  as  the  firft,  but  the 
place  was  lucrative,  and  that  was  fufficicnt 
for  his  purpofe.  The  duke's  fucceflbr,  who 
was  an  upright  and  jud  prince,  howevef 
gave  him  to  underftand,  that  be  would  do 
well  to  refign.  In  confequence  of  which 
information^  he  thought  it  prudent  to  de-^ 

mand 
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mand  his  difmiilion,  and  retire  to  an  eftat^ 
he  had  purchafed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  bailiff.    As  he  was  dill  greatly  ajttached 
to  mufic,  I   determined  to  oflfer  him  my 
humble  fervices. 

I  found  him  in  his  garden,  employed  im 
ordering  a  number  of  alterations ;  I  ad* 
drefTed  him,  relating  my  adventure,  and 
exprefling  my  wifhes  to  l:>c  admitted  into 
the  number  of  his  domeftics,  nor  did  the 
offer  appear  difagreeable  to  him.     "  What 
prepofleffes  me  in  your  favour,  my  friend," 
(aid  he^  *^  is  that  you  underftand  fomething 
of  mufic^  a  mufician  is  capable  of  any 
thing.     I  want  a  gardener,  will  you  accept 
the   place?  It  is   not  neceffary  that  you 
fliould  underftand  the  art  of  gardening ;  I 
will  inftrud  you  myfelf  in  every  thing  rela- 
tive to  culture  J  but  you  muA  be  attentive ;. 

amaa 
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9  man  with  mufical  talents  is  capable  of 
<¥ery  improvement." 

It  inay  be  fuppofed  I  was  eafily  perfuaded 

10  accept  his  offer  ;  he  therefore  immedi- 
ately ordered  me  to  accompany  him  round 
thegaiden^  and  receive  the  necefiary  in- 
Amdions. 

Never  had  I  yet  feen  any  thing  fo  abfun) 
as  the  direftor's  ^rden,  being  entirely  laid 
cot  in  the  moil  whimfical  and  ridiculous 
ftile.  The  Dutch  tafte,  which  was  piedo* 
minaat,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  dis- 
figure nature;  the  parterres^  inftead  of 
flowers,  were  ornamented  with  broken  china 
and  coloured  glafs  of  divers  forts,  arranged 
iQ  cyphers.  There  was  no  (hade ;  four  ribs 
of  whakbone  duck  in  the  earth>  and  crof* 
fiflg  each  other  at  top^  formed  a  pavilion* 

The 
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The  trunks  of  the  trees  were  painted  white  $ 
a  prodigious  number  of  yews  cut  into  dif^ 
ferent  forms^  reprefenting  fceptres  and  co- 
lunms^  'with  heads  and  imitations  of  hair, 

«  _ 

bordered  the  walks.  The  ftatues  were  flefli 
coloured,  and  among  others  was  a  Hercu- 
les with  whiikers ;  a  grotto  whofe  entrance 
was  towards  the  fouth,  and  moftly  con-» 
fbruded  of  common  ftones,  cut  in  the  form 
of  lobfters^  cats,  trufled  and  larded  hares, 
fcorpions,  hams,  and  other  rarities  of  the 
lame  k^j^d,  all  painted  in  their  natural  co* 
lours,  and  preienting  a  moft  ludicrous  ap- 
pearance.   Qofe  to  the  road  fide,  wfaichi^ 
Immediately  joined  the  garden,  was  a  her^ 
mitage,  in  which  lat  a  wooden  Socrates, 
drefled  in  common  habiliments,  a  chefs 
board  and  a  di(h  of  coii^e  before  him,  a  la« 
bel  from  his  mouth  with  thefe  words,  ^^  As 
Sotomon  obferves,  all  b  vanity,"  and  over 

the 
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the  Joor  this  infcripcion,  ^^  The  retreat  oC 
tlie  wife  Socrates.'* 

The  furniture  of  the  houfe  belonging  to  ^ 
the  (]^teftor  of  finances  was  in  the  fame  (lile 
of  elegance;  old  plafter  images  new  co* 
loured  and  repaired,  their  heads  fixed  on 
wires,  fo  tl^t  they  fhook  on^  the  fmallefl: 
motion;  and  over  die  chimney-piece  of 
his  cabinet  was  a  Venus  de  Medicis,  who 
was  perpetually  nodding.  The  floor  of  rhe 
faloon  was  painted  green»  and  by  the  art  <^ 
a  certain  piece  of  concealed  mechanifin, 
every  {hunger  that  entered  was  alarmed  by 
a  fluffed  fox,  which  ruflied  out  to  meet 
him.  The  apanments  were  decorated  with 
a  prodigious  number  of  miferable  engrav- 
ings in  blue  frames,  placed  without  regu- 
larity or  form,  as  the  King  of  Pruflia  by 
the  lide  of  Henry  the  Fourth  ;  Voltaire  and 

Rouffeau  $ 
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Roufleau ;  Cartouche  and  WaOiington  j  s 
view  of  Bafle  and  the  battle  of  CoUeix. 
The  anti-chamber  contained  his  foiall  col- 
ledion  of  books.  Such  was  the  tafte  of  the 
gentleman  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
as  gardener. 

We  were  very  good  friends  for  the  firft 
year ;  the  care  I  took  of  his  garden  gave 
him  lingular  pleafure ;  for  as  I  well  knew 
the  perfon  I  had  to  deal  with^  I  humoi^ired 
his  tafte  for  the  extraordinary,  forming  fuch 
uncommon  plans,  that  even  the  defigner  of 
a  cit*s  garden  could  never  equal. 

I 

In  the  evening,  which  was  our  time  of 

recreation,  we  had  concerts ;  our  houfe- 
keeper,  about  ten  years  before,  had  been  a 
chorus  finger  to  the  opera  at  Paris,  where 
(he  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  having  a  fine 

fquall. 
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ipall.  M.  Marcelius,  notwithftanding  the 
locident  of  his  arm,  fcraped  a  little,  and 
fang  bafs  in  a  lifping  tone;  the  fchool« 
mafter  likewife  gave  his  afliftance  i  and  all 
being  reinforced  by  fome  fidlers,  who  'play« 
ed  at  the  common  merry  meetings,  we 
executed  the  moft  difficult  mufic,  fcraping 
and  murdering  without  compundion  the 
Statat  Mater  of  Pergolefe,  and  other  maf« 
tcr-pieces  of  harmony. 

The  houfekeeper  enjoyed  the  particular 
confidence  of  our  mailer ;  they  had  been 
long  acquainted,  but  the  conftancy  of  the 
dircAor  appeared  to  have  fatigued  the  ladyj^ 
who  thought  hcrfeif  amiable  enough  to 
charm  a  younger  man.  I  was  unlucky 
enough  to  pleafe  her,  and  (he  determined 
to  gain  my  heart  j  Ihe  taught  me  French, 
in  order  to  enable  me  to  ling  in'  the  cho* 
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nifles  of  Les  Takns  Lyrijues^  and  other 
fine  operas  of  the  fame  kind.  Thefe  in-* 
ftru&ions,  which  frequently  furniflied  us 
vith  opportunities  of  being  alone,  (he  em« 
ployed  in  endeavouring  to  win  my  zScc^ 

V 

tion,  fparing  no  pains  to  gain  her  purpofe^^ 
fuch  as  paint,  the  decoration  of  her  theatri-f 
cal  wardrobe,  pantomine  tricks,  nay  even 
fonie  very  expreOive  and  plain  propqials. 
I  know  not  whether  my  former  melancholy 
experience  in  love,  ot  my  conneftion  with 
X  young  girl  in  the  houfe,  or  perhaps  the 
marks  of  age  that  fat  on  the  brow  of  Ma^ 
dame  Gangreile.  (for  fo  was  (he  called) 
caufed  me  to  avoid  the  temptation,  certain 
it  is  I  cannot  plead  virtue  in  this  cafe ;  for 
if  the  wife  of  Potiphar  was  not  more  charm- 
ing than  this  antique  houfekeeper,  I  do 
not  wonder  that  Jofeph  preferred  leaving 
his  coat.  Gangrelle's  eyes  were  hollow,  her 

mouth 
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mouth  on  one  iide»  a  (hub  nofe,  five  £ilfe 
teeth,  her  perfon  bonejr,  her  itia  ihrivetted 
and  fellow  ;  to  compleat  all,  notwithftand- 
mg  (he  peipetuaUf  chewed  fpicy  fweet* 
meats,  her  breadi  was  not  (e  ^fragrant  as 
that  wliich  Solomoa  fo  poetically  defcnbes 
in  his  S(»ig.  To  add  to  my  misfortune^ 
the  dd  warbler  took  my  indifference  for  ti« 
nudity,  which  (he  determined  to  conquef , 
refolving  to  be  convinced  whcAer  my  bafh- 
fulnefs  aiofe  from  moral  or  f^jrfical  caufes. 

The  young  girl,  <rf  whom  I  have  before 
fpoken,  iicpc  alone  in  a  fmall  apartment ; 
I  did  the  fame  on  the  ground  floor.  Man 
is  made  for  foctety,  nor  is  there  any  thing 
more  gloomy  than  pafling  the  night  alone ; 
the  girl  and  myfelf  therefore  agreed  to  vifit 
each  other  in  our  cells,  but  to  cautioully 
conceal  our  private  friendlhip  from  the  refl 
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of  the  houfe.    One  cold  winter's  nighr, 
when  the  family  were  retired  to  reft,  Char*. 
lotte  having  fome  bufinefs  to  iini(h  in  the 
kitchen,  and  being  unwilling  to  go   up 
ftairs  to  her  own  ^partment^  entered  mine. 
I  was  juft  gone  to  the  ftable  to  fpeak  to  the 
coaqhtnan,  who  had  returned  late  from  the 
city,     Charlotte  knew  this,  and  retired  to 
my  bed  expefting  piy  return*    Mademoi- 
felle  Gangrelle,  who  was  ignorant  of  our 
arrangement,  determined  this  night  to  van- 
quifli  my  timidity  j  (darknefs  was  favour- 
able to  her  beauty)   (he  dole  foftly  down 
flairs,  opened  the  door  of  my  cell,  galling 
me  tenderly  in  a  foft  voice.-    Charlotte  was 
almoft  dead  with  fear,  but  took  care  to  re- 
main  Clent,  and  lay  ftill,  in  hopes  that  as 
no  one  anfwered,  Gangrelle  would  depart, 
and  (he  (hould  efcape  unknown.  The  cha- 
ritable houfekeeper  doubtlefs  thought  my 

lleep 
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ikep  profound,  and  therefore  flipped  gently 
into  the  bed  by  the  fide  of  the  terrified  girl. 
The  deception  did  not  laft^  and  the  adven- 
lure  concluded  in  a  manner  truly  tragi-co- 
mic.  The  moment  of  my  return  was  the 
moft  interefting  of  the  whole ;  for  going 
towards  my  apartment,  I  verily  thou^t  it 
was  haunted,  and.  haftened  to  open  the 
door ;  by  the  aid  of  my  lantern,  I  difco- 
Vcred  the  two  veftals  at  fifiy-cuffs;  the  dif- 
pure  at  firft  had  oniy  been  verbal,  imc  had 
BOW  come  to  blows,  holding  each  other  by 
the  h^ir,  fcreaming,  and  giving  a  free  li- 
cence to  their  natural  eloquence^  fertile  iil 
invectivfes  and  abufc.  To .  have  feparated 
thefe  furies  would  have  been  impoffible^ 
had  I  attempted  it,  it  is  probable  their  rag6 
would  hav6  turned  on  myfelf ;  I  therefore 
tliought  it  mod  prudent  to  beat  a  retreati 
The  horrid  uproar  of  this  female  .  combat 

G  3  bad 
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had  awakened  the  old  mufician,  who  ar- 
j^ived  with  a  candle  in  bis  Iiand ;  doubtlefs 
he  thoiight  the  houfe  befet  with  thieves, 
and  was  flyifig  for  an  aCyluniy  to  his  dear 
Gangrelle.  The  hafte  with  which  I  ran 
from  this  fcene  of  c'onfufioti  prevented  my 
feeing  him ;  in  my  precipitation  I  threw 
him  dotrn  ;  the  lighc  was  eztingui(hed»  and 
his  failf  if  I  might  jisdge  from  his  com* 
plaints  and  groaning^  was  fevere,  I  had 
no  time  to  lofe;  the  cataftiophe  muft 
doubtleis  be  fetal  to  me,  even  though  my 
old  mafter  fhould  not  have  been  hurt ;  I 
therefore  took  advants^  of  the  general 
conftematioQ,  ran  into  the  anti-chamber^ 
taking  my  money,  the  beft  of  my  cloaths, 
and  what  I  could  conveniently  carry,  (with- 
out touching  the  property  of  others)  I  haf- 
p)j  quieted  the  houfe  and  village,  happily 
pafiiog  the  frontiers  before  day-break. 

*'  Houfe- 
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*'  Houfekecpcrs  !"  exclaimed  I,  *'  are 
ever  to  be  the  banc  of  my  happinefs ;  whe- 
ther I  encourage  or  repulfe  their  love,  it  is 
equally  unfortunate.  Happy,  thrice  happy, 
however,  in  efcaping  this  laft  fnarc."  To 
coofds  the  truth,  the  houfc  of  M.  Marce- 
iius,  his  Babylonian  gardens,  and  concerts 
of  Picrides  had  long  been  wearifame  to 
mc.  My  purfe  was  well  fupplied,  cor- 
(idering  the  fituations  I  had  filled,  a  cir* 
cumftance  that  gave  me  courage ;  I  there- 
fore wiflied  for  a  more  extenfive  fphere  to 
aft  in,  and  determined  to  truft  to  the  happy 
deftiny  that  had  fo  often  befHendcd  me. 

The  account  I  had  heard  of  Francfort* 
on-the-Main,  determined  me  to  feek  my 
fonune  in  that  great  city.  It  is  true  it  was 
a  confiderable  diftance,  but  I  relied  on  the 
kindnefs  of  the  German  pcftilio&Sj  who,  in 

G  4  fpite 
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Ipite  of  the  irideferigable  pains  takeii  to 
correft  that  abufe,  have  always  the  charity 
to  receive  into  their  diligences  any  traveller 
they  overtake  on  the  road,  for  a  flender  rc- 
compence.     Thofe  who  are  booked  at  the 
coach-ofBce  being  frequently  incommoded 
by  the  number,  nafty  finell,  and  fildiy  ap- 
pearance    of    their    fellow-travellers    thus 
forced  on  them.  This  inconvenience,  added 
to  the  quantity  of  trunks  and  other  lumber 
with  which  public  conveyances  are  filled, 
caufe  thofe  who  can  afford  it,  to  quit  thetil 
as  foon  as  poflible,  and  go  poft  j  others  who 
cannot  bear  that  enormous  expence,  prefer 
continuing  their  journey  on  foot,  in  their 
turns  profiting  of  the  compliant  humour 
of  the  pofli lions,  if  they  chance  to  be  fa^- 
tigued,    it  inofl  ufually  happening    that 
thofe  who  walk  reach  the  place  of  their  de- 
itination  fooner  than  the  vehicles  j  a  trutK 
r  '  which 
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which  may  appear  incredible^  hut  can  bd 

wcU  averred. 

My  expeftations  were  not  fhifbrated  ;  I 
croflTed  the  whole  eleAorate  of  Hanover^ 
the  principality  of  Heflc  and  Wetteravie^ 
for  fome  crowns.  Beiide  this  advantage,  I 
was  treated  with  more  attention  than  the 
fixed  paflengers ;  for  as  my  carriage  coft 
me  much  lefs,  I  could  afibrd  td  be  more 
generous  to  the  poftilions,  a  benevolence 
that  not  only  diflinguifhed  me  from  my 
companions,  but  alfo  procured  me  the  li* 
bcrty  of  fmoaking  during  the  whole  dayj 
notwithftanding  the  oppofition  and  com- 
plaints of  the  fized  paflengers* 

Among  the  lad  mentioned  was  a  man 
dreifed  in  a  kind  of  French  regimental..  As 
foon  as  ever  we  reached  the  gates  of  a  town 
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be  left  the  diHgaace,  and  walked  dirough 
it  on  foot,  as  though  he  was  alhamed  of  his 
carriage ;  he  fpoke  but  little,  but  what  he 
(aid  was  decifive.  We  took  him  for  fome 
diftinguifhed  chaiadter^  who  travelled  in-* 
cognito ',  and  as  in  this  lower  world  people 
are  ufually  treated  according  to  the  appear- 
ance they  aflame,  we  had  the  utmoft  com* 
^laifasce  for  him.  A  ftranger  would  have 
fiippofed  he  defrayed  all  our  expences,  (b 
great  W^  our  attention ;  but  he  took  efpe-> 
cial  care  of  that,  paying  no  more  than  was 
exaftly  his  propowion.  When  we  ftopped, 
he  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  table^ 
chofe  the  bcft  bed,  tlie  moft  commodious 
feat,  and  the  warmed  corner;  notwith- 
ftanding,  as  fuch  behaviour  is  common 
among  people  of  quality,  I  could  think  him 
nothing  lefs  than  a  man  of  rank,  and  there* 
fore  determined  to  gain  his  good  graces, 

thinking 
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linking  he  might  be  uieful  to  me«  I  it^ 
fated  him  a  part  of  my  adventuret,  inform* 
iug  him  that  I  (ought  a  (ervice,  and  humbly 
entreated  his  proteftioti.  He  liftened  with 
the  dignity  common  to  men  of  importaticey 
and  promiled  to  think  of  Ibmc  way  of  lifo 
that  might  (uit  me. 

On  out  arrival  at  Friedberg,  he  addrefled 
me  thus  :  **  My  friend^  I  here  quit  the  di- 
ligence, as  I  (hall  go  poft  the  remainder  of 
the  wiy  j  if  you  choo(e  to  accompany  me, 
I  will  take  you  to  Francfbrt,  and  keep  yxM 
as  my  own  fcrvant,  Until  yoU  meet  with 
fbme  place  to  your  liking ;  for  as  I  want 
no  domeftic  at  this  time,  I  cannot  pay  you 
fo  well  as  I  could  wifli ;  but  you  pltaSt 
me,  and  in  your  prefent  (ituation,  I  think 
my  propofal  will  not  be  difagreeable  ta 
you." — 1  accepted  his  offer  with  pleafure 
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and  gratitude,  and  accordingly  Went  wicli 
him  to  Francfort« 


M.  de  Lippeville  was  the  appellation  o£ 
my  new  mafter ;  he  was  about  forty-five,  a. 
Heilian  by  birth,  his  father  a  clergyman  in. 
a  village,  and  his  name  Lippftadt.  A  cap- 
tain of  huflars  in  the  French  fervjfee,  who 
lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  tookrxyoung 
Lippfladt  to  bring  up  for  his  fervant.  He 
accompanied  the  captain  ia  a  campaign^ 
'had  an.  opportunity  of  feeing  a  good  deaL 
of  the  world,.,  particularly  the  cuftoms  ancL 
manners  of  the  French*  Some  years  aftei^ 
he  changed  his  fituation  for  that  o^^let  de* 
chambre  to  the  ambaffador  of  Denmark, 
then  at  Paris.  After  this  he  became  fecre- 
tary  to  a  prelate  who  could  not  write,  a  cir- 
cumftance  not  at  all  uncommon.  During  his 
ftay  with  the  ecclefiaftic,  he  fo  compleatly 

gained 


gained  the  good  graces  of  a  relation  of  that 
geodeman^  diat  he  took  him  for  a  compa* 
nion  in.  his  travels,  buying  him  the  tide  o£ 
captain ;  but   the  prefent  which  the  Nea- 
politans have  had  the  genetoiiqr  to  make 
us,  cut  this  young  lord  off  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  and  again  left  M^  Lippiladt,  whc^ 
now  had  afllimed  the  name  of  Lippeville, 
to  feek  a  new  fituation.    With  the  little  he 
had  made   (hifc    to    fave,   he  bought:  an 
annuityi  partly  fufficient  to  fupport  him^. 
miding  for  the  remainder  of  his  fubfiftence 
10  the  never-failing  fund  of  flattery,  and 
which  he  reaped  the  fruits  of  by  travelling, 
with  great  economy  from  one  little  court  to 
another,  for  in  thofe  places  fuch  charafters 
aft  a  diftinguiftied   part*     Unhappily  he 
could  not  fucceed  in  procuring  an  efta- 
blilhment,  nor  yet  fix  his  fortune  by  a  rich 
inarriage,  though  he  had  addreffed  feveral 

ladies, 


134  T^'  GERMAN 

ladies^  fome  of  whom  even  wanted  an  cye^ 
and  were  thirty  years  beyond  a  mai  ridge- 
able  i^e.  Notwithftandini  he  failed  in  his 
mtention  of  procuring  a  permanent  fitiia- 
tion,  yet  as  he  enjoyed  the  advantage  of 
living  at  the  expence  of  the  princes  he  vi- 
fited,  his  purpofc  was  not  entirely  fiiif- 
trated. 

Skilful  in  conforming  himfelf  to  the  hu- 
mours of  thofe  who  were  neceflary  to  him^ 
he  repeated  to  each  what  he  knew  they 
would  be  pleafed  to  hear,  aflumed  an  air 
of  importance,  ihd  fpoke  of  princes  ^when 
he  was  diftant  from  (hem)  as  his  mod  inti- 
mate friends.  In  Ihort,  he  was  univerfally 
J\  caiji^^  every  one  thinking  themfelves 
happy  in  ^lis  acquaintance.  A  trufty  con- 
.    fidant,    moderate   in  his   pleafures,   fobcf 

ncrs. 
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fiost^  never  faying  his  thauglits  openly,  de«»    / 
ienring  no  one's  hatred,  but  attiaAmg  uniw     ' 
Tcrfol  attention*     The  ladies  particularly 
mrelred  him  gracioufly,  for  he  could  re- 
late above  four  hundred  tales  with  addi« 
tions  and  embelliflimentsof  his  own,  knew 
by  heart  die  innumerable  enigmas  of  the 
French  Mercuiy,  propofing  them  when**' 
ever  the  difcourfe  grew  flack,  amufed  the 
company  by  flight  of  hand,  related  what 
he  a£naied  true   Aoncs  of  perfbns  un« 
linown,  attached    hinifelf  to   fa(hionable 
people^  ahvays  dined  in  company,  formed 
parties  of  pleafure,  was  confulted  on  enter- 
tainments, and  admitted  into  houfes  where 
entrance  was  difficult  to  others,  being  equally 
trufted  with  the  care  of  mothers  and  daugh- 
ters,  and   confidered  as  a  harmlefs  inof** 
fcnfive  charafter.     At  home  he  lived  with 
frugality  and  economy  in  the  extreme^  even 

fitting 
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fitOBg  without  fire,  in.  the.  mofl  inclementt 
Weather*. 

.  Francfort  appears  a  very  favourable  fitu-* 
ation  for  idle  perfons ;  indeed  it  (eems  theic^ 
natural  foil,  for  they  multiply  and  increafe 
in  this  city  like  herrings ;  but  the  fate  of 
their  domeftics  is  by  no  means  to  be  en^ 
vied,     I  received  fo  little  emolument  from 
M.  de  Lippeville,  that  I  began  earneftly  to 
wi(h  for  anoth^  mafter,  when  onOnight  as 
I  flood  at  the  door  of  the  hotel  where  vfe 
lodged,  a  little  French  de/obligeante^  with 
two  horfes,  flopped  before  it.     As  there 
happened  to  be  no  perfon  ready  at  the  mo- 
ment^ I  helped  the  flranger  from  the  car^^ 
riage.  He  was  a  tall,  well  made,  thin  cpan, 
in   the  French  regimentals   of  the    gens 
d'armes,    was   remaikably  graceful  in  his 
manner,  fpoke  to  me  in  French,  and  ap-^ 

peared 
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pcarcd  rejoiced  to  find  I  i^as  able  to  con^ 
verfc  with  him   in  that    language.        Qd 
!ny  lighting  him  to  his   apartment,   he  in^ 
formed  me  he  wanted  a  valet  de  chambre  ; 
1  immediately  offered  my  (ervice,  -which  was 
accepted  without  hefitatioiu 

The  next  morning  1    entreated  my  dif- 
chargc  from  M.  de  Llppeville,  obtaineci  it^ 

ft 

and  changed  my  fituation  without  knowing 
who  I  was  going  to  ferve,  hoping  howevei^ 
that  his  dignity  furpaffed  that  of  the  Sieuf 
de  LippeviUe,  or  at  leaO:  that  his  purle  was 
better  farnilhed.  1  was  not  dilappointed 
in  the  latter  xiefirc,  land  remained  two  years 
^ihhim. 

But  it  is  time  to  bring  my  r  aders  ac-^ 
quanted  with  my  new  ma  ci.  He  called 
himfclf  the  Chevalier  VaiUuUir,  and  in  the 

travels 
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travels  he  ^as  perpetually  making,  eflTumed 
the  appearance  of  having  bufinefs  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance,  but  without  ever  explain- 
ing its  nature  or  his  c5wn  occupation.     Ar- 
rived at  a  place  where  he  intended  to  (lay 
fome  time,  he  drew  from  his  trunks  a  num- 
ber of  effences,  alfo  2^  quantity  of  vials  fil- 
led with  diflfereot  fpirirs  and  chymical  pre- 
parations^ fpreading  them  round  his  apart- 
ment, and  loading  the  tables  with  myftical 
books,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  (hew 
how  Nature  afts  in  her  produflions,  and 
to  difcover  what  till  now  has  appeared  con- 
Coaled,  under  a  facred  and  impenetrable 
val)  from  the  greateft  philoTophers.    In 
thefe  books  were  all  forts  of  ridiculous  me* 
taphors,  darkly  demon(brated  with  fo  much 
preci(ion^  that  a  man  of  the  moft  common 
underftanding  mu  ft  comprehend  themj  un* 
kfs  the  interior  light  was  denied  him.    I 

have 
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hm  hace  obferved,  that  this  interior  light  / 

; 
ttiually  falls  to  the  ihare  of  the  ignorant ; 

for  a  man  w1k>  has  the  couragie  to  coniult 
his  own  reaibn,  and  follow  common  (en(e, 
looks  on  ihcfe  aflertions  as  ^lacies  bor- 
rowed from  the  old  fchool  of  philofophy^ 
^hoie  falfe  fcicnce  has  been  long  difcover- 
ed,  and  refuted  by  recent  experience ;  <x 
other^'iCe  thofe  errors  are  drawn  from  the 
£anaucal  writings  of  ignorant  pretenders  ia 
the  age  of  barbarifm.     M.  Ventaulair  was 
cunning  enough  to  know  how  eafy  it  is  to 
captivate  tnankind  by  any  thing  that  leads     t 
towards  the  wonderful ;  ftruck  by  what  is     1 
incomprehenfibk,  falfe  (hame  prevents  them 
from  owning  to  each  other  that  they  do  not 
comprehend  it,  left  they  (hould  be  account^ 
ed  as  men  of  no  underftanding :  for  myfelf, 
who  am  but  a  perfon  of  common  know* 
ledge^  I  ingenuouily  confefs  that  1  could 

never 
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tomprehefid  thefe  auguft  myfteries,  nor 
difcover  how  they  can  be  ufeful  to  maii^ 
Jcind ;  nay,  indeed,  the  chevalier  owned 
to  me,  when  T  had  obtained  his  confidence^ 
that  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  crafty 
trick,  adopted  by  men  who  had  no  other 
means  of  fubfiftence.  He  even  promifed 
to  infbruft  me  in  his  fcience,  that  in  my 
turn  I  might  reap  the  benefit  of  it  5  he  was 
true  to  his  promife. 

My  new  patron  had  thoroughly  ftuc'ied 
the  fubtle  art  of  turning  the  follies  of  man- 
kind to  his; advantage.  He  would  let  fall 
an  ex^Jreffion,  or  (hew,  as  by  ch.^nce,  feme- 
thing  that  would  excite  curiofity,  and  when 
entreated  to  explain,  would  give  half  an-* 
^ers,  or  elf.  thofe  which  tended  to  perplex 
ihe  fubjeft  further.  To  this  talent  he  join- 
ed a  fpecies  of  free  mafonry,  pretending  ta 

hold 
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Ijold  a  privilege  from  one  of  thefirft  lodges 
ifl  France,  to  diftributc  forty-five  dcgrcesi 
in  Gennany  for  a  proper  coniideration.  It 
was  really  diverting  to  fee  the  credulity  of 
mankind,  and  the .  facility  with  which  he 
perfuaded  theni  he  could  fell  truth,  having- 
monopolized  the  whole  of  that  article  hou\ 
a  namelefs  and  unknown  philofopher* 

Dupes  flocked  in  crowds,  and  our  har«- 
veil  was  abundant ;  I  fay  ours,  becaufe  X' 
performed  my  part  in  the  bufinefs,  anfwer-^ 
ing  our  extenfive  correfpondence,  and  fron^ 
time  to  time  giving  a  faithful  account  of 
our  fuccefs  to  an  ex-jefuit,  who  lived  ia 
the  environs  of  Manheim,  and  who  ap<n 
pcared  to  borrow  an  example  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  M.  de  Ventaulair,  adopting  the 
iame  line  of  conduft^  and  obferving  limilar 
precautions. 

The 
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The  following  anecdote  will  prove  the 
effiontery  of  my  mafter.  A  phyfician  fought 
his  friendfhip^  probably  to  penetrate  into 
his  myfteries,  and  found  the  depth  of  his 
fcience.  The  intimacy  was  foon  cemented  ; 
and  one  evening  having  fupped  together, 
the  phyfician  entreated  him  to  relate  his  hi- 
ftory,  and  by  what  means  he  had  acquired 
the  knowledge  of  the  invaluable  fecrets  he 
was  poflefled  of.  Our  adventurer,  not  con- 
fidering  he  was  engaged  with  a  man  of  un* 
derftanding,  had  recourfc  to  his  ufiial  cx- 
pedient)  that  of  lying  with  confummatc  ef- 
frontery ;  and  after  fome  fhort  refiftance,  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  confidence  repofed 
in  the  phyfician,  he  began  dius— 

*•  As  I  look  on  you  as  my  friend,  I  mH 
conceal  nothing,  but  inform  you  truly  of 
my  adventures,    Madrid  is  my  countryi 

and 
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and  this  is  my  origin.  An  officer  of  the 
Gcfinan  guards^  called  the  Baron  of  Scein* 
hacfaj  returning  home  late  one  evenings 
feitiid  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftain  a  bundle--"' 


•*  Wrapped  in  a  white  linen  doth,"  re- 
plied the  dodtor,    interruf^ing  him,      ^ 
*.*  Abominable  impodor,  it  is  a  tale  thoo^ 
haft  taken  from  Gil  Bias  de  Santillane/' 

My  chevalier  would  have  replied,  but  the 
doftor  did  not  give  him  leave,  beftowing 
en  him  (b  poweiful  a  dofe  of  raiUery  and 
^fe,  that  he  had  nearly  loft  his  breath  in 
the  articulation.  *'  Miferable  vagabond,'* 
ezclaimed  he,  '^  who  came  hither  to  dupe 
honeft  people,  to  teach  univer£d  remedies, 
and  inftruft  in  preparing  the  philoibpher's 
ftone!  Learn,  infamous  liar,  audacious 
quack,  that  I  have  clofely  obCerved,  and 

long 
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long  difcovered  thy  ■  deceptions.     If  there 
are  fecrets  fuch  as  thou  braced  poflefiingy 
they  are  not  trufted  to  fuch  (harping  ad- 
venturers as  thee.     Thofe  who  know  them 
do  not  boafl^  attempt  to  make  no  profelytes^ 
Hor  pretend  to  teach  what  mortals  cannot 
underftand ;  fo  far  from  it,  they  think  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  them  to  turn  the  pub- 
lic from  fuch  delufive  attempts  to  gain  in- 
acceffible  wealthy  .feprefenting   it  as  falfe 
peculation,    and  a  vain  chimera;    or   if 
otherwife,  and  Providehce  defigns  them  to 
enlighten  mankindf  he  doubtlefs  will  ax:^ 
compli(h  his  purpofe  without  the  aid  of 
fedaries.     But  for  thee^  who  art  a  cheat, 
beware  how  thou  uttereft  one  word  more 
rcfpefting  thy  falfe  fcience ;  pack  up  thy 
cflences,  and  haften  thy  departure,  fo  flialc 
thou  efcape  the  mortification  I  mean  for 
thee,  if  thou  art  deaf  to  my  advice."— At 

thefc 
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thde  words  the  do&or  rofe,  and  regarding 
mj  mailer  with  a  look  of  dUdain,  quitted 
£be  apartment. 

The  poor  philofopher  remained  motion- 
lefs  for  fome  time  with  furprize  and  fear ; 
at  iength  gnafliing  his  teeth,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Plague  choak  thee — Peter,  we  will  de* 
part  to-morrow  morning."— Without  ex- 
plaining himfelf  farther,  he  retired  to  bed, 
and  rofe  at  day-break,  and  took  the  road 
toRatiibon. 


VOL.  I. 
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CHAP-  VIII. 

PeUr  lecfmes  initiated  into  the  Myjleries  of 
the  bi^b  M/ltical  Science j  and  works  under 
tie  InfpeStion  iff  his  htftruSlor. 

NOcwkUUnding  I  u&d  my  utmoft  en- 
deaw)u»j  axsdwhote'ftock  of  wk,  to 
amufe  and  <£tiert  the- thoughts  of  my  phi-^ 
from  the  kiuniUaiioii  h^  had  un* 


^ii  1.^ 


dergone;  he  was  in  extreme  \k\  temper 
during  the  whole  journey,  for  I  had  been 
witnefs  of  the  fcene  with  the  incredulous 
doftor.  **  Men  are  unworthy  the  attention 
we  beftow  on  them,"  faid  I  to  the  cheva- 
lier, where  we  flopped  to  dine  ;  "  we  have 
been  unlucky  at  Francfort^  but  no  matter, 
do  not  let  that  vex,  or  caft  down  your  cou-* 
ragej  our  theory,  without  being  entirely 

pra^cable, 


pCK&abk,  is  neireithele(s  very  exeellenc ; 
and  no  doubt  the  yenerable  fuperion  oi 
oat  order  will  take  proper  fteps  to  pioteA 
us ;  for  to  fay  the  truth,  the  brutality  of 
the  doftor  was  beyond  all  (uftrance.**— « 
**  Wc  have  nothing  to  fear  from  hito/*  «-. 
plied  the  chevalier,  with  an  air  of  confi- 
dence, **  he  (hail  not  efcape  the  chaftife^ 
menthe  deferves^  in^a  (hort  time,  a  mod 
defaoiacoiy  libel  Ihall'  fcourge  his  name, 
and  render  him  fufpeCted  by  the  world ; 
our  blows  (haH  lltike  without  his  divining 
from  whence  they  rife  ^  his  punifliment 
ihall  (erve  as  an  example  to  all  who  dare 
attack  us,  for  we  will  every  where  fpread 
the  utraoft  feandal  cm  his  name ;  having 
ftoppedusinour  progfefsfli^lcoft  him  tears 
of  bittemefs ;  or,  if  he  is  fb  hardened,  not; 
to  n^et  his  fault,  be  Aall  experience  the 
power  of  my  art.  '  ^itbymalumy  mumranu  ^ 

H  2  a^uam 


148  ra£  german 

9 

aquam  tofafum  femper  aftima^  ftam  fedan\ 
fitim  ptrjecutorum  veritatis  {Vide  RefleSionefh 
prima  NoSis.')  lii  a  word,  he  (hall  repent^ 
Be  faithful  aad  difcreet,  my  friend^  it  will 
be  for  thine  ov/n  profit.  On  my  arrival  at 
Ratiibbn,  I  will  recommend  thee  to  (bme 
perfons  who  will  interefl  themfeltres  in  thy 
fcte.** 

A^  we  travelled  day  and  night,  we  fbon 
reached  the  place  of  our  deftination ;  the 
philofopher  immediately  waited  on  bis  con- 
federates, with  whom  he  had  many  private 
oonferences  during  fifteen  days. 

The  dodors  of  the  myftic  fcience  whom 
I  knew  at  Ratifbon,  and  alfo  in  other 
places,  do  not  enjoy,  I  mud  confefs,  any 
great  reputation  on  the  article  of  virtue. 
One  had  too  intimate  a  connection  with  his 

maid; 
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mid}  another  every  day   bewildered  his 
ondcrftanding  with  wine  5  a  tbmf,  united 
by  the  moft  iacred  ties  to  a  Ipoufe  of  worthy 
lepi  an  aftrefs.  AH  this  might  be  fufficient 
to  infpire  weak  minds  with  a  miftruft  of  a 
phifofopby  that  docs  not  pnrify.  the  man- 
ners of  its  profeflbrs  ;  though  the  venerable 
fiTpcriors  themfelves  pay  little  attention  to 
&at  point.    The  pitiful  rufticity  of  the 
writings  which  they  pubfiflied  about  diis 
time  ooght  to  caufe  little^  furpriie,  when  we 
con£dcr  n  was  impoffible  for  them,  and 
even  contrary  to  their  intereft,  to  employ 
enlightened  and  upright  men  to  correft 
their  dark  memoirs.     On  the  other  handj 
ir  was  a  proof  of  their  deepeft  pcrficy  to  af^ 
fume  an  obfcure  and  enigmatical  manner  of 
writing,   as  it   (hewed  them   fuperior  to 
fccking  the  approbation  which  a  fcolifh  and 
weak  worlds  prone  to  decide  in  fetvotir  of 

H  3  genius^ 


genius,  arei^t  to  beftow  on  wit,  judges 
ment,  and  undcrftandii^ 

Among  the  moft  diftinguUhed  of  4hc 
ckevalier'^s  friends  -was  :a  famous  apodie* 
cary^  newly  toxived  &om  Peteiiburgh ;  ^dur- 
ing  his  xefidence  ia  the  eapkal  of  Ru^la^ 
be  had  hten  viihed  by  one  of  his  brethxen 
equally  celebrated,  with  whom  he  concerted 
the  [infamotts  deception  of  paffing  them* 
felvcs  (for  -pnefts;  a  phui  thqr  both  .bad 
executed  with  the  titmoft  efirontciy.  But 
&r  be  it  from  me  to  enter  into  details  of 
fuch  infamous  deceit ;  to  the  public  be  the 
care  of  .unmaiking  -thofe  hypocrites^  whom 
fupeillicion  idolizes,  for  I  iiave  neither  let- 
ibce  nor  inclination  to  relate  the  guilty  and 
numbedefs  anecdotes>  which  might  induce 
their  weak  and  fooUfli  votaries  to  (hake  off 
the  enchantment*  The  zealous  apothecary^ 

of 


nf  tbe  (ed  of  Niacty-Duic,  was  ^tooA  oao* 
hmmate  h3rpocrke,  cducMd  in  a  covrcttt 
of  jefiiks,  now  govemed  by  thdlc  wwitiid 
£ttiscTs,  and  a  wonhy difc^e  o£  {uck'Ci:«» 
ceOeot  maften* 

The  cfaevafier,  porpsfiiig  co  tajke  slong 
/mrncy,  m  wluch,  «  he  <)eter2nined  i^ 
l&ke  tto  icsviat,  he  endeawmred  lo  piocufe 
vie  a  good  fituation;  tfaetefbie  fecoBh* 
me&ded  me  to  the  illiiftriotis  apochecaiy,. 
jAofe  iGoioos  anpkyfmesM  reqwiod  aa  a(^ 
^iAnn*  Thiacirciupftaace  wa»  paniculaflf 
httxaaae  iof  lae ;  fi)r  ^sduGve  «€  beiog 
camibnably  fioiated  in  die  Koufe  of  dxis 
sifter  of  phacnacy,  i  migbt  piomife  my* 
ft\£  many  advantages  jBpom  the  art  of  learn* 
log  to  make  gold.  I  entered  with  pleafure 
into  my  new  occupation,  working  cheer* 
fiilly  in  the  kboiatory,  and  kj  d%t  caves 

H  4  and 
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and.  inftruAions  of  roy  protedtor,  foon  roic 
%o  the  important  (ituation  of  foreman.     In 
our  leifure  hours  we  compounded 'fpcci* 
mens  of  univerfal  medicines,  prepared  froni 
the    prefcriptions,  or  chymical   procefles, 
difcovered  in  fome  abftrufe  and  unknown 
old  books.    Our  noflrum  prepared^  we  di« 
ftributed  it  in  large  quantities  to  our  pupi]s» 
who  tried  its  virtue  on  poor  pro&ne  {u£fer« 
erss  returning  us  an  account  how   many 
furvived  the  violence  of  the  panacea ;  by 
which  means  we  delivered    many  foulsy 
eager  for  celeftial  felicity,  from  the  terref- 
trial  covering  that  held  them  captive.  How* 
ever,  we  took  care  to  throw  our  fulures 
on  want  of  belief,  chaftity,  or  prudence  in 
the  patient.    Notwithftanding  the  number* 
lefs  (hocks  which  repeated  deaths  .gave  to 
our  deceitful  art,   there   were    phyiicians 
weak  and  wavering  enough  to  try  the  efftd: 

of 


of  OQf  drugs  on  the  lick  who  depended  on 
their  fkill.    The  fitoation  I  now  filled  pre- 
iemed  me  widi  a  thoufaad  bpportunides  of 
vimeffing  the  deplorable  ignorance  of  diefe 
ions  of  JSfculapius  ;  &fliion  tyrannizing  in 
phjicy  not  even  (paring  thofe  who  languiQi 
on  the  bed  of  ficknefs ;  that  which  at  one 
time  was  confidered  as  &tal,  being  at  an^- 
ochet  period  prefcribed  as  an  in&Uible  re« 
medy.   Should  an  EnglrOi  or  French  pby- 
iician  publifh  a  work  in  which  they  advance 
iome  new  paradox,  our  young  Gertnan  doc- 
tors immediately  try  its  efficacy  on  the  un^ 
fonunate  viftims   who  (hudder  under  -the 
calamities  incident  to   the  human  frame. 
The  faculty  loudly  condemn  the  medicine 
extolled  in  market-places  By  mountebanks, 
&ch  as  the  powders  d'ailhaud,  and  others, 
becaufe   they   cannot  analize   them^   yet 
every  member  of  the  fraternity  purchafes 

^H  5  them 
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diem  lecretty  to  adxmnifler  to  ^xk  patieiitsu 
In  a  word,  every  thing  tended  to  convince 
me,  diat  fobTiety.aaad.modgrai]kmy  in  botb 
snotal  and  :piiyitcal  cafes,  ace  the  only  ttni^ 
iverfal  lemediesk  To^  give  nature  into  Hxc 
liands  of  a  phyfician  ia  advancing  by  kafty 
fteps  towards  the  toiab»  I>  however,  ex- 
cept ibme  finall  nombar  of  ca(es,  ^whcK  ia^ 
•hitary  medicines  may  alSift  Nature,  and 
fupport  her  in  bcr  eaiertions.&r  reliefl 

The 'fbUowingdifconrfe  which  I  had  one 
•day  vrith  my  pMlofephical  apothecafy 
the  fabjeft^  m^  furni£b  an  idea  of  the 
ftru^tions  he  beftowed  on  me, 

1  had  exprefled  my  furprize  at  the  eafe 
with  which  he  had  fo  long  duped  a  number 
^f  men  of  underftanding*  This  was  his 
anfwen    •*  Without  entering  into  the  rea- 

Ibn 


Hi 

6a<ic  Vife  ^^ecautioa  why  se  occfer  t^f^tf 

(eiCaii  wYiat  we  think;  will  ^Jic  tbtm  plm^ 

&re,  01  into  tbofe  icarce  (ibcrefs  widi  -wfcicit 

we  &ltikce  the  credtilov^^  or  mto  the  means 

«c  take  to  be  inforcned  of  all  that  pa^  bjr 

our  fpies,  which  give  us  the  reputation  of 

OM»i'Jiienc€j  ox  into  the  cruel  perfecutioos 

which  we  caufe  thole  to  expeneflce  who 

dare  fpeak  or  write  againft  us,  in  order  to 

deter  others  from  doiag  the  like-— or  iaco 

meafures  we  adopt  to  attra^ft  to  oar  party 

the  powerful,   though  weak  minded— or 

the  fluU  with  which  we  aflume  every  ap« 

peaxance,  reprobating  above  all  others  any 

brethren  whofe  tricks  are  difcovered— or 

of  the  different  parties  that  are  formed  of 

US  in  every  place—- or  of  the  invedtves  and 

abufe  beftowed  on  us  by  our  partizans, 

when  they  wi(h  to  dilcover  the  intentions 

of  our  enemies— or  without  entering  into 

H  6  the 
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the  divliians  which  we  ferment  throughout 
the  world,  in  order  to  gain  our  purpofea— 
cr  the  ikill  with  which  we  turn  certain  pro^ 
verbs  and  maxims  in  rogue  among  the 
multitude  to  our  advantage — ^all  thefe  ful> 
je<5ts  I  (hall  therefore  pafs  in  filence,  only 
afluring  you,  that  fo  much  art  is  not  necef- 
fary  to  perfuade  the  world  to  a€l  according 
to  their  own  diftates.     Two  things  are  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  mortals,  religion 
and  reafon,  which  when  they  meet  (what- 
ever may  be  affirmed  to  the  contrary)  muft 
caufe  them  to  gain  infiniteljr  on  the  (core  of 
happinefs.     Viewing  with  fhe  eye  of  reafon 
(themoft  faiihful  guide  and  mod  precious 
gift  of  the  Creator)  the  lar^-e  field  of  aftion 
(pread  before  them,  enjoying  life  with  tenr- 
perance,  reflefting  on  the  duties  incumbent 
on  them  to  the  Moft  High,  their  brethren, 
and  themfelves  j  profiting  of  the  falutary 

advice 
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idficc  of  the  gofpel,  each  worthily  filling 
the  place  affigned  him  in  this  immen/e 
chuQ  of  creatures ;  content  in  confcious 
probity,  he  would  need  no  protcftion,  but 
be  free  and  happy,  thtis  preparing  for  the 
future,  by  ennobling  here  his  mortal  being, 
Thofe  who  endeavoured  to  render  them- 
felves  rich,  powerful,  or  celebrated,  would 
find  they  miftook  their  real  intereft,  and 
that,  reftraining  their  defires,  and  keeping 
them  within  the  bounds  of  reafbn,  would 
be  more  profitable  than  when,  bewildered 
with  paffion,  they  perpetually  endeavour  to 
realize  falfe  and  flattering  chimeras.  Yet 
as  the  world  is  divided  into  two  parties,  the 
one  who  opprefs,  the  other  who  ftrfFer,  ft 
«  certainly  prudent  to^  rank  with  the  firfl, 
for  which  purpoffe  wc  muft  ftudy  the  pro- 
per  means  to  aft  on  the  chief  reforts  of  hu- 
manity, leafon^    and  religion/  m  fuch  a 

mann^ 
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joanner  that.tber  liberty  and  knowledge 

> 

inankind  may  be  entirely  at  our  dir«dliojx^ 
This  point  gained,  th^  have  no  will  bu.c 
ours ;.  we  (hare  their  wealth,  and  difpole 
them  to^aft  according  to  our  wiflies.     The- 
firfl  ftep  towards  obtaining  this  height^   is 
to  prevent,  as  much  as  pofiible,  the  pro^ 
grefs  of  improvement  and  knowledge,  in. 
r  order  that  the  vulgar,  may  remain  ignorant 
,  of  the  means  of  attaining  liberty  and  inde»- 
pendence^  a.fecret  which  appertains  to  the 
'  fage  alone;    Themoftcertain  method  then 
to  eflfefk  our  purpofe  is  to  envelope  weak 
jiiinds  in.  the-  dark  clouds  of  fuperftttion, 
and  exalt  their  imagination  by  filling  it 
:with  illufive  dreams  s  by  thele  means  we 
put  it  out  of  their  power  to  examine  w!th 
jroper  accuracy  into    the  truth-      Once 
brought  to  this)  it  is  eafy  to  acquire  by 
.ikilful  ^cceir.  (what  every  deranged  mind, . 

or 
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«r  ielf-czalted  one,  eafily  believes)  the  le^ 
putadon  of  beiag  the  iole  pofibflbr  of  cer» 
taia  fecrets^  vthich  at  once  cleats  all  doubts* 
vdfied  by  ourfelves.  Tbis  xeputation  gives- 
vis  fo  extraordinary  an  afcendance^  iHat  it 
is  xbcQ  eafy  to  perfuade  thtie  weak  mor«- 
tab,  tbat  we  hold  inteHigence  with  fiiperios 
beings,  an  idea  that  at  once  makes  us  du 
9eftors  of  the  religion  of  the  vulgar^  whicb 
when  oace  obtained^  we  ca&  ftretch  their 
fonfciences  ^  our  liking,  and  attach,  the. 
woijd  to  us  by  the  miideil  means^  The  f 
iige  alone  is  content  with  moderation  and  ' 
probity^  and  enjoys  even  in  this  world  the 
bleffiogs  of  peace  and  liberty.  But  as  we 
do  not  wi{b  men  to  be  free,  it  is  neceflary, 
after  preventing  the  increaie  of  knowledge^ 
to  equally  overti^n  morals,  finding  even  m 
Yeii^n  the  means  of  deadening  the  acute- 
fleis  of  confcienbe,  and  deftroying  the  in- 
nate 
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cate  principles  of  probity  and  virtne,  rai£* 
ii^  pretences,  by  the  aid  of  which  (under 
our  protedion)  they  may  (atisfy  their  paf- 
fions  uncontrouled.     Where  then  is  the 
man  that  will  not  fly  to  our  arms,  and  who 
more  will'mgly  thaa  the  mighty  leaders  of 
the  earth  B  Become  mafters  of  their  minds 
and  hearts,    we  keep   them  in    leading* 
ilrings>conda£ting  them  like  infants,  where 
ever  our  intereil  demands ;  then  who  can 
refift  us  ?  The  cuftom  however  is  not  new, 
but  as  old  as  the  worlds  and  has  conftantly 
been  obferved,  more  of  lefs,  by  fovereignsj. 
prielts,  legiilators,  and  philofophers J' 

It  is  doubtlefs  eafy  to  tax  this  fyftem  with 
mod  infernal  malice  and  wickednels,  when 
we  are  attached  to  it  by  no  parttcular  intc«. 
left ;  but  the  cafe  is  different  when  we  hope 
to  gain  by  it..    However  I  was  not  fuffi*- 

ciendy 
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oendy  corrupted  to  liften  to  fuch  diaboli- 
cal maxims,  without  (huddering  with  hor- 
ror. What  fatal  blindnefs !  with  fuch  an 
imderft&Qding  and  judgment  to  ftudy  to  be 
a  viUain.  But  I  was  lulled  to  fleep^  chain* 
ed  by  liberalities,  promifes,  and  flatteries ; 
in  a  word,  I  gave  myfelf  up  to  the  councils 
ofniydireftor. 


CHAP. 


t6z  THE  GEKMiLR^ 


CHAP.    IX. 

V7>e  Wcrld  in  general  ttnderftands  Kttk  of  Phf^ 
hfophers  and  Prophets^ 

^IX  moBtiB  had  ekp(ed  fince  1  receHrecjL 
^  ihcfe  excellent  inftrudiaxMi  the  Che* 
valier  de  Ventaulair  had  departed  to  recruit 
his  venerable  fed,  my  apothecary  previ* 
ouily  expreffing  the  mod  lively  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  precious  gift  he  had 
made  him  in  my  perfon  ;  for,  in  fhort,  we 
had  but  one  h^rt  and  one  foul ;  our  theory 
was  good,  and  our  praftice  crowned  widi 
the  greateft  fuccefs.  My  memory  was  en- 
riched with  the  rare  treafure  of  the  tergi- 
verfation  of  my  chief;  I  fpoke  whole  hours 
together^  with  the  moll  aftonifliing  fervor,, 
on  things  which  I  neither  felt  nor  under- 

Hood^ 
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Jood ;  but  my  diicourie  was  Co  well  ar* 
tamged,  that  my  auditors  could  not  eafiJy 
diicover  the  blanks  and  numberlefs  contia« 
di&ions  diat  ran  through  the  whole  fy& 
temj  aor  could  they  even  follow  my 
flints ;  for  foaring  on  the  wings  of  imagi- 
utioa,  I  g^ve  a  ket  fcope  to  my  fanatical 
ideas,  delivering  them  with  aa  eloquence 
that  at  once  was  both  brilliant  .and  gloomj^ 

i  was  foon  to  exerci(e  this  <Iangerous  art 
Dn  my  own  account  i  an  epidemical  fever 
had  lavaged  Ratifbon;  the  excellence  of 
our  remedies  had  indeed  cured  many  of  the 
iick,  delivering  them  at  the  (ame  time  from 
all  the  evils  of  this  mortal  life.  This  de« 
ftrudive  fcourge  did  not  (pare  my  friend 
tjvc  apothecary ;  vain  were  our  endeavours  ^ 
and  though  we  tried  no  lels  than  feven  unw 
vcrlal  medicines,  pitilcis  death,  who  deter- 
mined 
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mined  to  difcredit  them,  carried  oflTthc 
brave  chymift;  after  thirteen  days  fuffcringv 
in  violent  convulfions.  His  heart  appeared 
overwhelmed  with  foine  heavy  forrow,. 
which  he  wilhed  to  unburthen  to  me  j  but^ 
alas  1  his  tongue  could  no  longer  articu« 
late,  and  he  died  without  fatisf\ing  my 
curiofity,  leaving  the  whole  family  in  the 
utmoA:  grief. 

M.  Noldmann  (I  ot3ght  long  before  this 
to  have  informed  the  reader  of  the  name  of 
this  prophet)  left  no  children,  but  a  widow 
about  forty ;  (he  had  never  interfered  with 
the  holy  vocation  of  her  fpoufe,  farther 
than  what  refpefted  the  houfekeeping, 
which  (he  augmented  according  to  his  fuc* 
cefs,  for  (he  was  a  friend  to  good  living, 
cafe,  and  the  comforts  of  life ;  an  enemy 
to  expeniive  drefs,  of  irreproachable  man« 

ners*. 
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Bers,  a  nearer  neighbour  to  uglineis  than 
bexoiij ;  feme  yellow  (iains  on  her  face, 
and  (mall  emerald  eyes,  did  not  however 
groady  disfig\ire  her.     The  poor  woman 
vas  embartaOfed  how  to  direft  the  phar^ 
Biacy ;  but  as  Ihe  honoured  me  with  a  par* 
ticular  confidence  as  firft  derk,  (he  deter- 
mined to  condnue  the  buiinefs  under  my 
4ireftion.    This  arrangement,  which  form- 
ed a  greater  degree  of  intimacy  between  us, 
brought  on,  I  know  not  how,  fbme  diC- 
tant  propo&ls  of  marriage,  which  not  ap-. 
pearir^  very  di^reeable,  were  foon  changed 
into  a  formal  declaration,  and  we  privately 
ptghted  our  faith,  determined  however  to 
wait  till  decency  admitted  our  being  legally 
joined  in  the  holy  bands  of  matrimony. 

Unhappily,  there  was  at  Ratifbon,  a  fo- 
<ictyof  men  of  imderflandiiig,  friends  of 

humanity. 
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kuxnankf  y  whofe  occupation  was  the  iludy 
of  Nature,  without  feeking  into  ridiculous 
and  obfcure  fyftems ;  they  took  particular 
pains  to  unmalk  impofture,  to  ftop  the 
rapid  progre(s  of  jugglers,  and  to  difce- 
ver,  under  the  proie£tion  of  the  chiefe  oF 
the  republic,    the  moft  certain,    thou^ 
fimple  means  of  propagating  knowledge. 
This  fociety  had  for  a  confiderable  time- 
watched  with  a  cautious  eye  the  conduft  of 
eur  falfe  philoibphy,  only  waiting  a  favour* 
^bie  moment  to  deftroy  th&  exercife  of  this 
deflrudtive  art.   During  the  life  of  the  apo« 
thecary,  this  was  impoffible,  as  the  party 
he  had  formed^  both  among  the  great  and 
fmall,  were  too  powerful  for  them  to  fuc- 
ceed ;  their  writings,  which  were  meant  to 
unmafk  our  tricks  to  the  public,   ferved 
only  to  draw  perfecutions  on  the  authors. 
Thus  the  fages  who  really  laboured  for  the 

.     good 


f9od  of  tbetr  feUow-creacures,  wete  ftig« 
ontiicd  with  the  name  of  calumniators. 


But  die  time  came  when  they  were  to  ad:- 

vkli  tnoie  faccefe ;  aad,  unhappily,  the  (br^ 

row  and  ignominy  to  faU  on  me.  Faithflil  to 

the  method  of  Noldmaony  I  continued  to 

<ure  the  iick  ;  and  the  pupil  who  does  not 

improve  upon  his  mafter,  is  (urely^a  dull  dif« 

ciple.    Fame  already  began  to  puUifii  my 

esptoks)  when  a  €Wt  which  I  uofcnu* 

naiely  imdiertook,  of  a  faboumr  troubled 

with  a  dy(<Ritery,  from  which  he  mt^it 

have  been  ofily  relieved,  had  he  fallen  into 

the  handsof  a  different  atchymtft,  tarniOied 

my  pepntation,  and  was  the  iignal  of  attack 

for  my  enemies.     They  proclaimed  aloud, 

that  I  had  killed  the  man,  and  that  it  was 

neccffiiry  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 

nagiftracy^  nay,  even  of  the  diet  of  the 

empire* 
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empire,  againd  a  band  of  poifon-venderj 
and  iharpers  (thofe  were  the  names  by 
which  they  diftinguiftied  us)  *^  who  have 
tpo  long,"  faid  they,  widi  impunity  played 
on  the  credulity  of  maakind ;  it  is  time  to 
put  a  {lop  to  fuch  dangerous  and  deftruc^ 
tive  quackery/' 

In  concert  with  my  dear  and  friendly 
brethren,  I  exhaufted  every  rcfource  ufed 
by  the  jefuits,  to  difperfe  the  ftorm  which 
hung  over  our  heads,  but  all  efforts  were 
vain.     Happily  I  was  informed  in  time, 
that  our  perfons  were  to  be  feized  and  pa- 
pers examined  4  not  willing  to  wait  that  ca- 
taftrophe,    1    haftiiy  fecured    my  money, 
which  amounted   to  about /five  hundred 
crowns,  alfo  the  beft  of  my  cloaths,  and 
content  to  efcape  with  my  treafure,  widi- 
drcw  my felf  privately. from  the  city,  often 

looking 
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faoking  behind  me,  being  afraid  of  pur- 
iim.   Thus  forced  at  once  to  abandon  my 

love,  my  honor,   pharmacy,  pUlofophy, 

ajulbufindsi 

Efaped  thus  from  public  difgtace,  I  went 
poft  to  Straiburg,  where  I  hoped  to  meet 
with  my  old  mafter,  the  Chevalier  de  Ven- 
uukdr  J  who  would  have  fynipathized  in  my 
misfortune.  I  failed  in  my  expeftadon ; 
for  after  fruitlefsly  feeking  the  chevalier  for 
eight  days^  I  was  neceffitated  to  change  my 
plan,  therefore  determined  to  go  to  Parts. 
The  evening  preceding  my  departure,  hay- 
ing pafled  the  day  in  vifiting  the  curiofities 
of  Stialburg,  I  repaired  to  the  French  co» 
nicdy ,  to  recreate  and  enliven  my  fpirits. 

m 

The  firft  aO:  of  a  tragedy,  replete  with 

fine  fentiments,  had  juft  clofed,  and  I  could 

VOL,  I.  I  already 
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aireacfy  figure  to  myfelf  whatmuft  naturally 
follow^  when  a  man  of  my  own  age  (I  was 
thirtyHDAe)  forced  hb  way  through  the 
crowd  of  fpedators^  and  embraced  me  with 
the  moft  lively  expreffions  of  pleafure.  At 
Sfft  I  was  alarmed,  but  what  was  my  fur* 
prize  and  Joy^  when  I  recognized  the  friend 
of  ixiy  youtht  Loub  de  Reyerberg. 

,  Hie  play  was  no  longer  intereftii^  to 
us ;  we  therefore  Idft  it  immediately,  and 
went  to  the  hotel  whore  Louis  lodged.  So 
great  was  my  impatience,  that  I  could 
hardly  wait  until  we  were  alone,  to  be  in- 
formed of  his  adventures,  iince  he  had  quit* 
ted  Bnanfwick  with  the  £ngli(hman.  He 
nty  curioficy  in  thefe  words— 


•*  The  intention  of  Sutherland,  as  you 
well  knew,  my  dear  Claus,  was  firft  to  tra- 
vel 
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"vd  tfarott^  through  Germany,  in  order  to 
be  irkBcis  of  the  melancholy  grandeur  of 
ks  Imk  (OTeieigns ;  from  thence  to  repak 
<o  Spa,  and  afrer  paffing  the  feafaa  theie, 
CO  proceed  to  Holland,  France,  and  Italy. 
The  firft  part  of  this  plan  was  executed  ^ 
but  as  I  was  fearful  of  meeting  in  our  tia* 
vels  widi  my  brother  David,  or  other  ac« 
quaintaace,  I  thought  proper  to  change 
my  name  to  diat  of  Fsdkenthal,  well  aflured 
^ixax  my  perfon  would  no  longer  be  itcog* 
nizable»    Excuse  me,  my  friend,  from  en- 
tering into  a  defcription  of  the  courts  which 
we  viiiced ;  let  this  fuifice,  that  to  fee  one 
is  to  know  sdl,  let  them  be  great  or  little; 
an  economical  and  intelleAual  diet,   cch 
vered  with  a  malk  of  paltry  grandeur ;  en-       | 
vy;  wickednefs,  ignorance,  wearinefs,  flat-       I 
tery,  cabals,  floth,  corruption  of  manners,      ^ 
frivolity,    infignificance,    maladies  of  the 

I  z  mind 
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'  mind  and  body,  conceited  opinions  of  every 
*  Jcind  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of 
knowledge,  and  the  moft  revolting  defpo- 
tifm ;  in  a  word,  all  that  can  tend  to  un- 
dervalue mankind  are  the  charaderiftics  of 
the  courts  of  Germany*  There  are,  not- 
withftanding,  fome  exceptions.  Tired  of 
thefe  brilliant  follies,  and  the  ftrafbn  for 
Spa  approaching,  we  haftened  our  depart 
ture.  What  made  me  particularly  defirous 
of  quitting  the  litde  fbvereigns  of  my  coun- 
try was,  that  I  faw.  my  brother  at  ***«, 
You  cannot  conceive  what  impreffion  this 
unforefeen  meeting  had  on  me.  My  per- 
fon  Was  perfedly  unknown  to  him,  a  cir* 
4cum(lance  that  gave  me  ample  opportunity 
to  contemplate  him  in  his  full  fplendor,  as 
xounfellor  and  chamberlain.  His  unhappy 
pippcnfity  to  flattery,  diflimulation,  or  the 
lowed  and  moil  fervile  means  to  gain  his 

ends, 
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Phidecc  in  his  connexions  and  difcourfe, 
ever  ready  to  idolize  die  great  or  their 
creatures,  cxaft  in  the  duties  of  his  caUing, 
firi&ly  obferving  the  appearance  of  devo* 
tjon,  cooftandy  frequenting  the  churches^ 
and  at  home  bis  tables  covered  with  bibles, 
piayer,  and  pfalm-books,  fo  chat  be  might 
be  £ud  to  breathe  the  very  air  of  holine(s. 
Yet  notwithftanding  the  utmofl:  enquiries 
I  made,  I  could  not  difcover  the  imalleft 
frait  of  generoiity  in  his  whole  conduX^ 
Bor  find  a  fingle  peribn  who  was  truly  his 
friend  or  enemy.  I  (hould  willingly  .have 
made  myfelf  known,  but  his  difpofitioii  re- 
ftniined  me.  By  chance  I  heard  of  the 
death  of  my  father,  nor  could  I  refraia 
droj^ing  a  tear  of  filial  tendemefs  to  his 
memory  ;  my  brother  was  yet  in  mourn- 
ing; indeed  it  wafrhimfelf  that  mfpf med 

I J  inc 
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me  of  ie^  adding,  *^We  aic  all  in   th^ 
hands  b£  Providence :  my  father  was  a  wife 
and  pious  man ;  he  feft  md  no  wealth,  btit, 
tiian);;s  be  to  Heaven,  he  gave  me  a  good 
and  Chriftlan  education;  I   am  bis  only 
fon,  and  find  myfelf  neceflitated  to  raife  die 
edifice  of  my  -own  fortune^  by  the  affiftance 
€f  the  fmall  talents  and  knowledge  I  poC- 
fefs,  and  which  the  world  pay  greater  de« 
ference  to  than  I  eid^er  expe&  or  merit,*'-— 
The  deceiver  1-— But  let  us  think  no  more 
of  him ;  I  was  glad  to  quit  a  place  where 
I  breathed  the  fame  air.    We  arrived  at 
Spa  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  June. 

A  prodigious  number  of  Grangers  from 
all  nations  were  aiiembled  there,  though 
the  bufinefs  of  the  greater  part  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  re-eflabli(hment  of  their 
health.    A  c6ntinual  round  of  pleafures 

.  ^  and 


ud  drmkiog  kfted  dlsiy  and  night;  all  pa& 
Sons  were  excited  ;  wine,  play,  and  women^ 
perpetually  replacing  each  other.  There 
were  a  great  many  Englifli,  and  fo  many 
German  Princes,  that  they  excited  my  pity, 
Theie  lall  afiedxd  the  manners  of  the  great 
at  Paris  and  London  ;  naturally  it  fat  very 
iUonthem,  but  as  they  did  not  feel  it, 
they  continued  the  fame  courfe^  ferving  for 
laughing-flocks  to  all  the  opulent  uiA  witty 
ftnmg^,  quitting  Spa  at  the  month's  end; 
haruig  eshaufled  their  trea(ures^  and  con^ 
traded  debts.  At  this  place  they  play 
high;  Sutherland  was  particularly  careful 
to  avoid  joining  them ;  but  one  day  being 
in  company,  a  Frenchman,  Called  M.  de 
Saimouche,  propofed  a  party  at  quinzej 
my  friend  accepted  it.     At  this  time  I  kept 

•r 

my  s^rtment,  from  a  flight  indi^iftion, 
Sutherland  difliked  the  Frenchman  isbth 
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the  very  beginning  of  the  play,  and  thU 
game  eafily  ferments  difputes.  Saintouche 
bluderedy  and  fwore  vehemently,  on  ac^ 
count  of  Sutherland's  gaining  feveral  times 
by  the  boldnefs  of  his  play,  repeatedly 
(laking  eleven  againft  thineen.  My  friend 
grew  warm  from  his  infolence;  and  the 
quarrel  roie  fo  high,  that  they  challenged 
each  other ;  nay,  fo  great  was  their  animo« 
fity,  that  they  fwore  not  to  defift  till  one 
was  deprived  of  life.  They  topk  the  pre- 
cautions neceflary  for  the  (ecurity  of  the 
(urvivor.  Sutherland  gave  me  his  purie, 
bills  of  exchange,  and  papers,  entreatmg 
me  to  be  his  fecond,  in  cafe  of  his  fall  to 
k^ep  the  property  for  my  own  ufe,  and  to 
repair  to  England  to  his  brother,  who 
would  be  my  friend.  The  next  morning 
wehaftened  to  the  place  ^ appointed^  the 
£ng|i0iman  was  furious^  the  Frenchman 

cool 
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cool  and  malicious ;  he  was  accompanied 
by  an  Italian  adventurer.  The  piftols  were 
charged;  the  opponents  engaged;  they 
mifled  each  other  in  two  fires,  one  of  the 
balls  of  my  friend's  piftol  only  flightly 
grazii^  the  left  arm  of  Jiis  antagonift«. 
They  then  drew  their  fwords ;  Saintouch 
fenced  remarkably  well^  but  with  all  thofe 
fwaggering  airs  ufed  by  the  French^  mak- 
ing grimaces  as  if  he  was  convulfed,  and 
icreanung  as  thoush  he  was  poflefled.  Su* 
^erland,  on  the  contrary^  made  his  pafles 
at  random,  pallion  not  permitting  him  to 
difcovcr  where  his  enemy  laid  himfclf 
open  i  thus  he  rufhed  on  the  point  of  his 
antagonift,  which  pierced  his  heart,  and 
he  died  on  the  fpot.  I  was  obliged  to  haf- 
ten  my  flight,  and  bear  this  fetal  news  to 
England.  I  departed,  overwhelmed. witli 
grief;  the  image  of  ray  dying  friend,  who 

I  5  poffefled 
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poflefled  ([}  many  great  and  eftitnable  qua^ 
Ufiies^  who  had  prou&td  me  m^en  I  was 
^or^  abandoned^  and  almoft  bewildered 
in  the  paths  of  vice-— this  cruel  image  was 
engraven  on  my  heart,  and  ever  prefent  ta 
my  imagination. 

a 

^*  Arrived  in  England,  I  found  the  bro- 
ther  of  my  benefafkor  at  his  cotkntry-feat  ^ 
he  was  a  haughty  man,  cool  in  bis  manner^ 
and  lifbened  to  the  melancfaolv  news  I  re* 
kted  with  the  utmoft  indifference  ;  or  if  he 
was  aflfefted,  it  was  rather  with  anger  tbai> 
grief;  he  even  appeared  to  reftrain  himfelf 
with  difficulty  from  reproaching  me  for  nor 
having  prevented  the  combar»  Notwith- 
fianding  this,  he  defired  me  to  ftay  fome 
time  with  him,  during  which  he  appeared 
better  pleafed  with  me,  and  hb  good  opi- 
nion daily  to  increafq ;  in  fhort^  he  afked 

me 


me  to  xematn  with  him  as  a  compmiea  i 
bat  his  pride  difpleafed  me^  and  fiflding  | 
could  not  have  for  him  a  durable  friend* 
(bip,  I  declined  his  oiler;  befidel  &0i> af- 
ter kamcd^  that,  contrary  to  the  cuftoa 
oif  bfs  cooncry,  he  was  exceffively  J€aIou&  ^ 
fits  w)k,  fo  that  at  fboie  fbcure  oppottittlicy 
I  might  have  experienced  difi^eaabk  br» 
haviour  on  that  fubjeft.  Thefe  reafons  de- 
termined me  to  return  to  Germany;  I 
therefore  took  leave  of  my  lioft^  who  ap- 
peared fony  for  my  departure  ;  but  fearful 
of  difcovering  his  emotion^  his  adieus  weje 
leftrained  within  the  bounds  of  politenefs. 
Obliged  to  accept  the  prefents  which  he 
forced  on  me,  I  embarked  for  Calais,  and 
after  croffing  a  x>aTt  of  France,  reached 
this  place.  Now,  my  friend^  it  remains 
with  you  to  fatisfy  the  earned  defiie  I  have 
to  be  informed  of  the  various  events  which 

1 6*  have 


l80  TRS  CERMAN 

have  happened  to  you^  iince  our  long  fe* 
paiation/* 

I  related  to  him  in  a  few  words  what  I 
have  already  informed  the  reader,  and  we 
pafled  the  remainder  of  the  evening  in  the 
pleafures  of  friendlhip  and  joy,  oa  account 
of  our  metting% 


CHAP^ 
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CHAP-  X. 

Tcter  and  bis  friend  Louis  feek  Sifuaiions  in 
the  Civil  cr  Miliiary  Line,  but  are  necej/i* 
fated  to  try  their  Fortunes  in  another  Chan'" 
neU 

BEHOLD  me  then  re-united  to  the 
friend  of  my  youth,  with  whom^  af« 
ter  paffing  fbme  days  at  Strafburg,  during 
which  we  had  perpetually  little  anecdotes 
lecurring  to  our  memory  to  relate  to  each 
other^  we  b^an  to  think  ferioully  of  fome 
iettlement.  It  was  neceflary  to  concert 
a  plan,  and  to  examine  the  date  our  funds; 
equally  difpofed  to  (hare  them,  we  made 
but  one  common  purfe  of  our  riches,  which 
amounted^  to  (exclufive  of  our  rings,  fnufT- 
boxes^  and  other  valuables)  a  capital  of  fix 

thoufand 
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thousand  livres  in  ipecie  y  a  ftim  which  we 
determined  to  u(e  in  travellings  at  the  fame 
time  endeavotEFing  to  leek  ^portunities  to 
place  ouifelves  to  adiNuuage;  W&  dbathed 
ourfelves  in  a  kind  of  regimental^  and  hired 
a  fervanty  in  the  hope  of  felling  our  fervice 
to  fbme  German,  prince,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  men-  of  fortune^  whom  it  might  be 
kis  i^eereft  to  oblige.  We  both  pofieffed 
^e  advantage  of  good  peifons  (without 
wiihing  to  boaft  thafi  weak  prerogative^) 
Knowing  the  manners  of  d)e  gieac,  and 
perfeftly  underilonding  the  behaviour  of 
ftnngers,.who  are  fo  much  carefled  ia  Gee* 
many,  we  doubted  not  of  fuccefs,  or  of  ob^ 
tainlng  from  fome  court  a  company  in  die 
guards,  or  odier  importanr  truft*. 

« 

On  the  day  fixed  for  our  departuse,  we 
quitted  Sos^uxg^  and  began  our  travels, 

with 
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nidi  aS  the  economy  poffibk  for  people  of 
quality,  prdeQtmg  oorfelves  to  the  neigh* 
boariag  pnnces^  under  the  nameft^  of  the 
CottQt  de  Chusiietd  and  M.  de  Falkcnihal.. 
Louis  taugjht  me.En^Hh  during  WLt  jouc« 
aey,  and  by  his  attentioa  obliged  me  to» 
ioake  a  greater  progref^  in  that  language  m 
a  fliort  dme  thaa  I  (houid  have  done  wit& 
ar^  profeflbr, 

Otir  expeftaticms,  however^  ivere  not  fa 
quick]/  fulfilled  as  we  had  ftippofed.  Whe^ 
dxr  it  was  to  want  of  nnderftanding  in  the 
ffiTKcsy  who  knew  not  how  foffickntly  to 
appreciate  our  merits,  or  to  the  litde*  trouble* 
we  took  to  obtain  their  favour  while -our 
porfe  was  well  ftrpplied,  that  we  muft  at* 
tribute  our  tU  fuccefs,  I  cannot  determine; 
We  crofled  the  principalities  of  Baden , 
Darmftadt,    Palatinate^   Wetteravia^    ^nd 

the 


184  TH£  GERMAN 

the  Abbey  of  FuUda,  reaching  Saxony 
without  any  fruit  from  our  travels^  but 
feeing  our  money  daily  diminifii.    Arrived 
at  Leipfic,  we  had  but  a  hundred  ducats 
remaining*     Unhappily,  it  was  near  the 
opening  of  the  fair,  a  circumflance  that 
mud  neceflarily   encreafe  our    ezpences. 
Among  the  perfons  we  became  acquainted 
with  was  a  felf- created  colonel,  who  boafled 
being  well  received  at  fcvcral  courts,  but 

ft 

who,  in  reality,  waited  fonie  lucky  turn  of 
fortune  as  well  as  ourfelves*  We  informed 
him  that  we  were  men  of  family,  feeking 
employ ;  he  promifed  to  intereft  himfelf  for 
us,  but  one  week  elapfed  after  another  with* 
out  our  advancement,  our  purfe  likewile 
was  nearly  empty.  To  compleat  all,  I  fell 
lick  of  a  fever,  which  confined  me  to  my 
bed  for  three  weeks^ andentirely  exhaufted 
Our  fmall  remains  of  money ».  My  generous 

friend 
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friend  did  not  quit  me  a  momeatj  attend-* 
ing  me  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs^  ^d 
even  felliog  fome  of  his  valuables  to  fupply 
the  prefent  exigence.  What  gave  me  par« 
ticular  pain  was,  to  fee  that  he  not  only  de« 
prived  himfelf  of  the  little  he  had  remain- 
ing»  butalfo  negledted  feeking  means  to 
better  his  fituation* 

At  length  my  health  was  fo  far  re-efta* 
bUihed,  as  to  enable  me  to  walk  about  my 
apartment.  We  again  be^m  to  form  pro« 
jeds ;  in  our  prefent  circumftances,  it  was 
neceilary  we  (hould  give  up  the  idea  of  be- 
commg  officers,  neither  could  we  have  lived 
on  the  moderate  appointment  of  lieute- 
nants. Louis,  during  this  interval,  had 
fonned  an  acquaintance  with  fome  of  the 
five  hundred  bookfellers  that  frequent  the 
fiur  of  Leipfic,  and  had  obtained  the  repu*, 

tation 
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tation  of  talents,  knowledge,  and  a  th<^ 
rough  acquaintance    with    different    Ian* 
guages.     A  printer  at  Manheim,  a  man  of 
the  utmoft  refpedbtbility  conceived  a  friend- 
ihip  for  him,  and  made  him  an  offer,  after 
he  was  informed  of  his  fituation,  that  if  he 
would  accompany  him,  he  would  £ind  him 
employment  in  tranflatioos  and  other  works 
of  the  fame  kind.     Reyerberg,  unwilling 
to  leave  me,  would  have  declined  this  Htu- 
ation  to  (hare  my  poverty  ^  but  I  infifted  on 
his  accepting  it  with  fo.  much  earaeftaefiy 
that  at  length  he  cosfented,  declaring  his 
utmoft  endeavours  (hould  be  exerted   to 
procure  me  fome  employment  at  Manhe»m> 
in  order  that  we  might  again  have  the  com*- 
fort  of  each  other's  company, 

The  fmall  remains  of  the  money  obtained 
from  the  fale  of.  our  valuables,  he  inlifted 

QXX 
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on  leavuig  with  me;  I  economiied  it  as 
much  as  poffible,  and  in  a  few  days  was 
able  to  go  abroad. 

The  idea  of  trying  my  fortune  in  fo  fer« 
tile  a  fiekl  as  that  of  German  Ucersuure 
(however  laborious  it  might  be)  plea£bd 
me;  and  not  defpairing  to   find  even  at 

ft 

Leipfic  fome  charitable  bookfeller  that 
would  employ  me,  I  prefented  myfelf  to 
feveral  of  tbofe  gentlemen,  and  had  the  hap* 
piflds  to  meet  with  one  who  wanted  a  cte^ 
xtftor.  Our  agreement  was  foon  fetded^ 
and  though  the  produce  of  this  new  bufi* 
oefs  was  not  coniideiable,  it  was  fu^cient 
to  defray  the  ezpences  of  a  ^rret,  frugal 
meals,  and  £mple  cloathing.  By  degrees 
my  patron  intrufted  me  with  more  lucrative 
bnfinefs,  fucb  as  writing  pre&ces,  futnifli-^ 
ing  ideas  for  vignettes,^  making  ufelefs  cor*» 
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redions  in  books  that  were  to  be  altered  or 
reprinted,  in  order  that  they  might  be  pro* 
duced  with  the  pompous  title  of— -rf  new 
Edition,  revifed  and  correBed.     His   pro- 
ce^^ion  likewife  procured  me  the  hoabr  of 
attaining  the  rank  of  reviewer  and  co-au« 
thor  of  a  very  indifferent  journal.     The 
bookfellers  fent  me  all  the  new  works  as 
foon  as  publiflied,  u(ually  adding  a  crown 
and  prefenting  me  a  copy,  prefcribing  what 
I  fhould  praife,  condema,  or  eave  douBt* 
ful.    Sometimes  they  defired  me  to  fycdk 
of  them  in  a  manner  that  the  book  might 
be  defended,  as  controverfy  ever  encreafcs 
the  fale.     This  occupation,  as  it  obliged 
me  to  perpetual  reading,  procured  me  a 
thorough  knowledge  m  modern  liteiacure* 
Were  any  mahufcripts  offered  to  my  pa* 
tron,  I  judged  whether  they  were  proper 
or  publilhiag,  not  forming  my  apinion 

irooi 
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fitxnthe  Intrinfic  merit  of  the  work,  but 
60m  die  value  &{hion  might  ftamp  on  ir* 

Serious  works,    uleful   to   the   worlds 
fiampcd  with  the  (eal  of  genius  and  ftudy, 
compo(ed  with  labour  and  care,  the  refult 
of  deep  refearches,  of  wearifome  and  ex- 
penfive  travels,    and   intenfe   application^ 
woe  all  ill  paid,  or  returned  with  the  an- 
fwer,  that  thofe  articles  had  no  fale.    On 
tbe  contrary,  little  novels,  like  The  Hiftory 
•J  Peter  Clans j  or,  tbe  Blunders  of  Jeremy^ 
Treatife  on  the  End  of  Free-Mafomry^  Expla^ 
natms  of  old  or  new  Myfteries^  ColleHion  of 
tbe  Bon-Mots  in  Ana,  Tbe  Almanaek  of  tbe 
MujeSf  and  other  fimilar  productions^  were 
all  well  received,  well  paid,  and  the  fheets 
fern  to  the  prefs  as  fad  as  they  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  authors.    Frequently  there 
were  no  copies  of  the  firft  volume  remain- 
ing. 
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ing,  before  the  plan  of  the  fecond  was 
formed :  indeed,  they  w^^  often  compofed 
vrithout  plan,  and  the  firft  flieet  drawn  be- 
fore the  poet  or  0oveUfl  had  deviled  how 
to  fill  the  fecofid.  Did  we  expe&  a  work 
to  be  fuccefsful,  it  was  carefully  concealed 
from  the  author,  the  bookfeller  (baking  his 
head,  complaining  of  the  advanced  price 
of  paper,  die  enornoous  expence  of  print- 
ing, the  abundance  of  good  works  in  the 
fame  line.    In  a  word,  we  rendered  the  firft 

ft 

talents  tributary  to  our  prefles.  The  labour 
of  the  &vourites  of  the  mufes  enriched  us, 
whik  themfelVes  were  often  reduced  to  mi* 
f^iy*  g&uiing  hardly  fufficient  to  fupport 
life  by  their  utmofl:  exertions  and  applica- 
tion. If  at  length  diey  difcovered  the 
tricks  and  injuftice  of  the  bookfellers,  diey 
had  no  rcfourcc,  but  were  ncccffitatcd  to 
compofe  little  trifling  works,    that  they 

might 
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Txugbc  not  periQi  with  hunger,  notwith* 
fbuiding  they  had  fuperior  talents^  worthy 
cf  being  better  employed.  Thus  we  crulh* 
cd  the  greatelt  geiiiuies^  flopped  the  pro* 

« 

grds  of  ufeful  knowledge,  diicouraged  the 
fined  talents,  recompenfing  none  but  mi«     1 

feiable  fcribblers,  who  fatisfied  ourintereft*     . 

« 

ed  views  by  produdions  worthy  of  being  « 
buried  in  oblivion.  If^  to  (bake  off  this 
tyranny,  an  author  determined  to  publilh 
a  hook  at  his  own  «xpence>  all  the  book* 
fellets,  friends  and  enecniesj  joined  againft 
him,  cruflung  the  fale  as  much  as  pofiTible, 
even  diough  he  (hould  have  offered  them 
fifty  per  cent,  intereft.  Added  to  this,  as 
my  patron  was  one  of  the  head  of  the  trad^ 
all  the  little  bookfellers  were  therefore 
obliged  to  pay  us  homage ;  it  was  in  vain 
that  they  attempted  to  publifh  the  beft 
works  9  if  we  did  not  &vour  them  with 

our 
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our  venal  protection,  they  might  remain 
unknown  to  the  end  of  s^es,  unlefs,  con- 
trary to  all  expeftation,  they  made  fo  much 
noife,  that  we  thought  them  worthy  o€ 
being  reduced  into  a  fmaller  edition^  in  or- 
xler  to  fell  them  at  a  lower  price  than  the 
real  editors. 

Reyerberg  frequently  wrote  to  me ;  his 
fituation  was  fimiiar  to  mine ;  and  we  of- 
ten by  letter  exprefled  to  each  other  the 
forrow  we  experienced  in  not  living  nearer; 
nay,  this  re-union  appeared  more  difficult 
than  ever;  for  envy,  fo  natural  to  man- 
kind, fo  common  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
would  perhaps  very  foon  have  feparated  us, 
had  we  adted  on  the  fame  theatre. 


CHAP. 
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Peter  turns  Author. 

TH£  ambition  of  mw  is  n€£  to  be  fc» 
ftrained.  Afoer  having  beea  ibf 
fome  time  correAorj  tbi&  fubalcem  bu{iAie(s 
difplpafed  me.  I  bad  (b  hi^  an  opinioa 
of  my  takntSy  and  tfaougbt  I  fo  we]l  Im^fr 
the  tafte  of  the  public,  that  nothing  fouU 
Fcftiain  me  from  becoming  an  aiithor* 
traniporting  myielf  in  idea  to  the  fu^Mi&k: 
<^  Pamailus  -,  I  already  felt  Fame  binding 
my  brow  with  a  crown  of  laurel>  wA. 
counted  the  immfsnfe  fiims  f  fliouid  gpia 
from  my  literary  labofim^  FtiU  of  iiicb 
flattering  hopes;  I  dptermined  to  beigjininty 
nicdi^tdy ;.  the  nmim  fretwiur  in.  mnum  bcf 
Jog  entkiriy  o«:  c^  fit&uilij  thefl8;W«»  only 
T«&.  I.  K  an 
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an  interval  of  four  weeks  between  my  re- 
iblution  of  becoming  author,  and  the  pub- 
lication of  the  firft  child  of  my  genius. 
This  fublime  work  was  a  tragedy  in  feven 
adsy    in  the  Anglo-German    tafte,    and 
greatly  furpafled,  in  my  opinion^   every 
piece  ci  the  kind.     It  was  replete  with  ac- 
tion, the  mod  cruel  aftion  i  a  bewildered 
intrigue,  and  feveral  fcenes  fo  terrible,  that 
they  made  me  tremUe.    The  horror  I  iu£- 
tained  in  copying  this  mafter-piece,  made 
even  my  hairs  (land  on  end«    This  tragedy 
comprized  a  fpace  of  ninety-five  years. 
The  fcene  in  the  firft  aft  lay  in  Quodlin- 
burgi    in  the  fecond  I  tranfported   the 
fpefkators  to  Lx>ndon ;  and  at  the  condu*^ 
fion,  ail  the  aftors  in  the  piece  died  on  the 
coaft  of  Greenland.     In  it  there  were  cha- 
ra&ers  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  calendars 
of  any  hiftory  whatever.    My  hero  could 

kardly 
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bidly  fpeak  before  he  was  a  compleat 
fieod,  the  firft  words  he  articulated  bang 
l>Iarpheziues.  In  the  fixth  year  of  his  iife»  ; 
ht  found  out  the  'means  of  poifoning  his  \ 
mother  by  pounded  gbifs.  Men  of  all.fitu*  \ 
atioDs  Ipdke  tc^ther,  each  after  their  owa 
nuuuier.  Were  they  countrymen,  they 
did  not  quit  the  (cene  without  coming  to 
bkyws,  or  at  leaft  without  great  abuie  and 
infulL  No  prince  was  reprefented  but  as 
a  vdaptuoiis  tyrant ;  in  (hort,  what  is  met 
with  but  rarely  in  the  world,  was.repre* 
fenced  here  as  common ;  and  though  the 
time  of  aAion  was  as  hx  back  as  the  reign 
of  James  the  Firft  of  England,  there  were 
many  ingenious  thoughts  in  it,  play  on 
words,  and  (Iriking  poetical  figures,  as 
"  the  remembrance  of  a  breath  of  windj*  or 
"  tbejbadow  ofafpider^s  weby*  with  feveral 
other  ideas  equally  beautiiful.     The  Devil; 

K  2  appeared 


iftptMoi  ia  the  'thiid  aA  with  feventj-two 
pf  bis  Mmpaoions  and  courtien,  tearing  a 
pckil^iaceineaJ  cm  the  Aage.    Tke  ^oii 
cf  date  cddefiaftic  xdturnfid  m  the  iburth 
a&4  a  ight  that  cai^ed  the  whole  pk  to 
gMcfli  tUeir  teeth*    This  prieft,  m  the  {e« 
i^ond  a&9  had  iviolatjed  :a  yiDung  lonQcexit 
girl  on  the  £ba^     I  compoiied  a  piece   of 
muTic  mf{d£  for  this  patticuiar  occafiotu 
In  Che  vsAidle  a£  my  tragedy  these  perithed 
twenty 4evea  perJjOQs,  Came  dy ing^  x>f  .hun« 
ger,  others  breakifng  their  necks,  fbme  corn 
to  pieces,  one  particularly  feiiiaitied.a  whole 
half houron  the  ftage,  wreAlingwith  death  j 
fhe  latter  had  alfo  in  the  firft  aAifhewn  him« 
felf  a  moftconfummate  villain ;  for  he  had 
publicly,  in  the^figl^t  of  the  fpe(5latocs,  de- 
voured his  father^  mother,  and  grandfa- 
dier/   k'tookup  five  hours  at  leaft  to  re- 
prelen(  ^hb  piece  in  its  full  fplendor,  luch 

as 
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ss  naval  combats  and  facked  villages^  the 
moft  complicated  mecHanifm  being  neceP- 
lary  in  the  execution.  It  is  tnie  that  the 
dramatis  perfonae  were  moftly  wretches,  yet 

ft 

I  had  taken  care  to  give  the  greateft  villain 
a  briUiaocy  of  character,  although  he  out- 
raged his  Maker,  nature,  and  the  laws. 
The  young  and  uhexpericnced  might  eafily 
have  been  tempted  to  take  him  as  a  model, 
for  the  virtuous  were  all  unfuccefsful,  and 
overwhelmed  with  forrow.  This  is  truly 
nature;  but  things  of  this  kind  lofe  in  the 
delation ;  it  mud  have  been  fcen  to  form  a 
proper  cftimate,  the  eflleft  in  the  reprefen- 
tation  being  terrible.  This  great  work 
compIeaHsd,  I  ran  to  a  bookfeller:  my 
name  was  too  welt  known^  and  my  repu- 
tation too  m\Kh  en:abh(hed,  for  it  not  ta 
obtain  a  good  price.    I  received  eight  louis, 

•  ■ 

suid  foon  after  it  was  veprefefited  on  a  great 

K  3  national 
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national  theatre.  The  envy  of  feme  ob- 
fcure  fcribblers  caballed,  however,  in  (uch 
a  manner^  that  my  fecond  ad  was  hiiled  at 
the  fecond  reprefentation.  Some  weak  and 
malicious  minds  underftood  fo  little  of  the 
fublime,  as  to  declare  that  my  dramatic 
produftion  was  a  parody  compofed  by  the 
barbarous  imitators  of  the  Englifli  tafte  ; 
but  the  young  people,  ardent,  noble-mind- 
ed, and  full  of  energy,  eftimatcd  it  at  its 
true  worth,  encouraging  me  to  contiaue^ 
and  alfo  to  enter  the  lifts  in  other  parts  of 
literature,  having  obtained  fo  many  laurels 
in  the  fervice  of  Melpomene. 

My  port-folio  was  fiill  of  little  elegant 
produdlions  of  amorous  and  tender  poetry  ; 
the  fubjeds— y<  Flower  newly  blrnvn^  The 
€bafte  Diana f  A  Silver .  $fream^  and  other 
ingenious  triflesi  which  fill  the  foul  with 

the 
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die  ibfteft  ideas,  beguiling  young  fenti- 
HKotal  beauties  of  their  tears,  though  they 
had  no  effed  on  myfelf  in  compoiing  them. 
I  thought  of  a  meafure  to  my  liking,  and 
did  the  length  of  a  metre  incommode  me, 
I  ufed  half  a  dozen  Ihort  fyllables  to  fomi 
the  foot.   No  one  dared  regard  this  licence 
as  contrary  to  the  rules  of  poetry.  A  know* 
kdg^  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  and 
the  tafte  and  rules  of  harmony,  diminilh 
daily ;  it  was  therefore   only  fuppofed  that 
I  had  borrowed  a  new  method  of  rhyming 
from  fome  old   poet.     No  perfon  coul^ 
take  the  liberty  to  fay  that  my  verfesequally 
Ibocked  the  ear  as  the  underftanding,  par- 
ticularly as  they  were  fet  to  mufic« 

Mythology  at  length  appeared  to  me  a. 
proper  field  for  my  talents  ;  and  though  I 
lived  very  indifferently  in  my  garret  (for  a 

K  4  little 
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Itctle  does  not  fuffice  at  Leipiic)  I  wrote  a& 
&ithful  and  poetic  a  deicription  of  the 
feaftd  of  the  Gods  as  though  I  had  been 
their  common  Tifitor ;  botfting  the  flavour 
of  nedar  and  ambroiiai  as  if  they  were  my 
\ifual  food ;  praifmg  the  entertainments  of 
the  immortals  fo  highly,  that  even  the  weak 
fons  of  frail  humanity  longed  to  fhare 
them. 

Soon  after  I  publifhed  an  old  manufcript, 
which  in  the  preface  I  informed  the  reader 
was  a  fcarce  fpecimen  of  ancient  poetry, 
Notwithilanding,  it  was  nothing  more  than 
fome  old  verfes  found  at  a  farmer's  in  the 
country,  his  grandfather,  who  was  a  fchool* 
mafter,  having  compofed  them  on  leaving 
college  ^  iince  which  time  they  had  ferved 
to  amuie  the  uninformed  ruflics  o^  the 
village. 

I  then 
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I  tkea  tried  idyls,  nuking  ftephmds  t^ 
is  amaoner  they  Ae^et  fpoke  befen;  dttWMa 
fnchaitting  pidure  of  the  ideal  iforkl^  di^' 
goAiDg  men  with  the  prefemf  wd  lendtr^ 
hg  them  uiefefs  citizens.  This  wozk  wat 
not  foccefsful,  for  it  hardly  appeaitd  heSxo 
it  underwent  the  fate  of  The  Correfpondence' 
hetwetn  Gkim  and  JacfAi\  and  notvitfaK 
fianding  the  humiliating  caftom  of  Joww* 
ing  the  price,  it  found  no  pitircbafers* 

Obl^ed  to  throw  myftif  into  anocha 
channel,  I  wrote  fatires  oh  the  moft  asm^ 
men  vices,  as  the  oomiption  of  ngnneis 
and  the  decreafe  joi  tafte,  which'  I  «i^it 
truly  judge  o£  by  the  Iktie  efieft  of  mf 
vritii^s.  AU  the  witCf  produdidns^  e» 
oept  my  owii,  appeaared  cold  annt  btt^icL 
I  wnxe  a  treatife  on  4bi  frigidity  of-  thi 
fudj  and  the  ini^Snai  maiddie^  thai  pr^eni 

K  5  therefrom. 
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tbire/rims  but  no  one  purchafed  iL  I  then 
declared  war  againft  the  German  princes, 
but  as  tbey  do  not  pretend  to  know  their 
native  language,  they  never  read  my  work, 
'to  that  I  failed  in  my  intention,  that  of 
correding  them«. 

This  laft  inefiedual  attempt  rather 
weakened  my  credit;  and  I  had  fbme 
trouble  to  find  an  editor  -,  notwithftanding, 
xny  mind,  fertile  in  refources  deviled  (bme- 
thing  on  free-mafonry.  It  will  doubtiefs 
be  wondered,  why,  in  the  recital  of  my 
adventures,  I  omitted  mentioning  my  being 
received  into  that  order.  It  is  not  frosn 
fiuhire  of  memory,  but  I  muft  have  ad- 
vanced a  falfehood  to  announce  myielf  a 
firee-mafon,  fince  I  never  had  the  honour 
of  being  admitted  into  any  lodge:  h^ft 
when  one  has  been  at  fo  good  a  fchool'  asr 

that 
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lim  of  M.  de  Noldmano,  at  Ratiibon,  it 
is  DOC  difficult  to  (peak  of  the  order.     The 
greater  part  of  the  works  that  treat  on  that 
fuijed  are  written  by   men  who^  with  as 
much  truths  might  pretend  to  give  a  £iith- 
fal  defcription  of  the  court  of  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco;  nor  can  I  ever  refrain laugho* 
tcr,  when  I  (ee  people  weak  enough  to  pe* 
mfe  books  that  treat  on  free-mafbniy.  The 
pofleflbr  of  the  fecret  dares  not  divulge  it^ 
or  if  he  pretends  to  do  fb  ;  it  is  but  aif  in- 
vented &ble  to  turn  the  public  attention 
fiom  the  real  object,  and  bewilder  it  in 
myftery.     Thole  who  are  unin£3rmed  can^ 
not  dilcloie  it ;  want  of  money  alone  en« 
^ges  them  to  pretend  it.   This  laft  motive 
obliged  me  to  write  on  the  fubje^ 

My  treatife  on  free-ma^nry  was  very 
extenfive  y  the  fingulari^  of  the  tide  ex- 

K^  cited 
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dtcd  atttntioti,  as  well  as  the  prod^iaas 
Aufnber  of  plates  that  illuftrated  it :  I  ex-^^ 
plained  the  faiftory,  die  purpofe,  and  figni* 
fkatiah  of  the  htera^yphks  of  the  ofder, 
proving  that  the  tf tfe  fuperiois  of  that  body 
lived  in  the  eaft,  particularly  naming  one 
\t^om  I  feigned  to  hoH  correfpondence 
vith :  Im  brethren  nanaed  him  Abracadre^- 
inif\  hot  his  true  name  (according  to  my 
«tcOwnt)  was  only  fa  be  divulged  after  his 
dcfath.    1  traced  the  origin  of  the  fociety  as 
fer  back:  as  his  Majefty,  King  Nimrod,  of 
i^otious  rtiemoiy,  producing  a  grant  ^v^ea 
by  that  monarch  to  ifee  Babylonian  lodge. 
As  to  the  purpofe  of  the  order,  I  contented 
ttiyfelf  with  difcdvering — what  it  is  not, 
leaving  the  reader  to  purchafe  frefli  infer* 
.mation,  after  he  had  perufed  the  myftic 
jdmble  I  had  entertained  him  with.    All 
^Oiher  known  fefts  of  the  frec-maibns  were 

ilandered ; 
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fhodered ;  I  had  even  the  effroocery  to  fuf- 
tato,  that  a  man  who  had  recencly  wrote 
oa  the  (ame  fubjcft  had  never  been  initiated 
lotD  the  ofdcr.  Finally,  (hewing  the  con* 
Dcdion  between  the  ancient  and  new  my{^ 
teries,  proving  by  my  plates,  that  long  be- 
fore the  Chriftian  sra  triangles  had  three 
comers,  and  that  the  philofbphical  ichods 
of  the  heathens  ufed  hieroglyphics  fimilar 
to  thoTe  of  the  brethren,  from  thence  con- 
cluding, not  that  the  free-mafbns  had  bor- 
rowed their  figures,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  philofopbers  were  free-mafons, 
lo  a  word,  it  was  a  very  valuable  work, 
earicbed  with  much  ufeful  knowledge ; 
for  the  fupplemeht  contained  a  receipt, 
which  the  (ages  of  antiquity  have  vainly  at- 
tempted to  difcover,  to  make  gold  by  the 
means  of  Ibme  drops  of  human  blood,  crufls 
of  biead,  and  bmches  of  grapes. 

This 
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This  book  procured  me  a  tolerable  iutxi; 
the  public  bought  it  up  haftily ;  and  it  ivas 
no  fooner  fpread  than  freemafons  came 
from  all  parts  to  demand  a  more  clear-  and 
-pretife^ explanation  of  feveral  fubjefts  which 
I  had  touched  but  lightly  >  1  took  cafe  not 
to  explain  myfteries  to  them,  v^hich   I  did 
nor  comprehend  m3rfelf.    Notwithftanding, 
I  might  have  made  it  anfwer  my  purpofe, 
by  becoming  the  founder  of  a  new  {e<Ek  , 
but  I  feared  that  my  unhappy  advtnture  iu 
pharmacy  (houid  be '  difcovcred^  therefore 
thought  it  moft  prudent  to  renounce   the 
glory  I  might  otherwife  have  obtained*. 


On  this  fuccefs  a  bookfeller  of  Halle  d< 
fired  me  to  write  fometbing  which  might 
merit  being  condemned.  The  hiftory  of 
the  king  and  prophet  David,  arranged  far 
the  theatre,  appeared  to  me  proper  ^r  the 

pU!^pofc. 


GIL  BLAS.  107 

porpofe.    Unhappily,  it  &iled,  praducing^ 
m>  coatTOverfy.     I  then  wrote  doubts  of 
At  veracity  of  the  Evangelifk.  This  book 
occafioned  a  violent  difpute  between  two 
deigymen,  one  reproaching  the  other  that 
the  heterodoxy  of  his  dodrine  had  givetl' 
life  to  thofe  doubts  (though  Heaven  knows 
1  had  never  encreafed  the  number  of  his 
auditors.)     While  thefe  charitable  apoftles 
were  abufing  and  injuring  each  other's  cba* 
la&er  publicly,  my  pamphlet^  which  was 
the  bone  of  contention,  obtained  a  rapid 
ikie. 

Some  time  after  this  I  undertook  a  work 
on  the  reform  of  monadic  abufes ;  endea* 
Touring  to  prove,  that  they  (bould  begin 
by  fuppreffing  the  noble  chapters.  *^  A 
poor  monk,*'  £iid  1,  **  lives  quietly,  with- 
out expence  to  any  one  s  his  wants  few; 

and 
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and  eafiiy  fopplicd ;  white  tbe  cnon» 
plunged  in  Tokiptuoufnefs,  annaaHy  ex- 
pends fufScient  to  fupport  a  imlicit  convene 
K  the  great  number  of  mon^s  are  objected 
to  as  ufelefs  to  the  ftate,  I  reply,  reform 
the  legions  of  lawyers,  counfellors,  cour- 
tiers, and  officers,  keep  only  thofe  that  are 
truly  good,  how  many  think  you  will  re- 
main ?  I  ronfefs  great  abufes  have  crept 
into  monadic  foundations,  but  on  that  ac* 
count  muft  we  entirely  deftroy  them  ? 
What  inftiiution  more  happy  than  thofe 
pious  retreats  ?  They  prefent  to  tbe  man 
who  has  faithfully  confecrated  his  fpring 
and  fummer  to  his  country,  a  fafe  afylum^ 
where  he  may  rcpofe  from  his  labours,  give 
bimfelf  up  to  (ludy,  coUeding  the  fruits  of 
bis  experience  and  knovlodge ;  communi* 
eating  them  to  the  wbi;lii,  in  order  to  fiotm 
youth  9  while  himfdf  pafTes  hb  remaining 

days 
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dm  ia  calm  contentment,  and  dies  the 
^1  kiiving  to  the  furvivors  council  and 
example." 

This  interefling  (ubjeft,  and  particu- 
larly the  confcientious  ufe  that  might  be 
made  of  the  wealth  of  the  newly  fuppreffed 
co&vents^  furniflied  me  with  ibme  excel- 
leot  refledions.  Nay^  I  was  tempted  to 
think  this  the  bed  of  my  works ;  howerer, 
IkKfta  knows  why^  it  met  with  ray  lictfa 
iuccefi. 

Another  eflay  of  the  lame  kind  was  not 
more  fortunate*  A  prince  of  a  neigbboar* 
ing  date  had  offered  a  reward  for  the  beft 
anfwcr  to  this  queftion-— **  What  arc  the 
moft  effedual  means  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
mendicity  ?"  I  immediately  replied  to  it. 
"  Mendicity,"  faid  I,  "  is  the  offspring  of 

idlenefs 


N 


2IO  TH£  GERMAN 


dlenefs  and  luxury ;  therefore^  to  fupprefr 
the  firft,  we  muft  conquer  the  two  laft^ 
To  prove  this,  we  need  but  obferve,  that 
the  vices  of  the  court  fpread  round  the. 
country;  the  prince  himfelflhould  give  the 
exanaple  of  adivity  and  temperance^  and 
though  fiirrounded  by  weak  heads,  and 
^  trifling  amufements,  fliould  (hake  oflT  the 
languor  of  floth,  nor  confume  at  one  ex* 
penfive  meal  what  would  fupport  a  faoiily^ 
acting  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  induftrious 
man  (hould  find  bread  and  liberty .  in  bis. 
territories.  If  by  his  own  example  he  co* 
vered  idlehefs  with  difdain,  indudry  and^ 
labour  would  be  honoured  by  every  clais 
of  his  fubjcfts.  ,  The  iluggards  of  other 
cities  would  no  longer  fwarm  in  his  pre-. 
cin£ts;  prifons  and  houfes  of  correfUon 
would  deter  the  idle  vagabond  and  be^ar ;. 
9nd  the  general difdain  attached  toidlenefs, 

ever 
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cuer /baking  floch  from  the  great,  would 
£tethe  date  from  the  cruel  neceffity  of 
fupporting  them.-' 

I  (hall  doubtlefs  gain  belief^  when  I  in- 
form the  reader,  that  my  efTay  did  not  gain 
the  prize  s  and  what  was  yet  worfe,  my  re- 
putation as  an  author  decreafed  daily.  The 
bookfellers  whofe  (hops  I  vifited,  immedi* 
catcly  caft  their  eyes  on  my  pockets,  ex- 
pe€diig  to  fee  the  end  of  fome  fifty  fheets 
of  maaofcript  peeping  out,  fmiling  at  me 
i^th  an  air  of  pity ;  and  if  I  prefented  a 
work,  adviiing  me  to  call  on  one  of  their 

■ 

brethren,  as  themfelves  had  fo  many  new 
publications,  that  at  prefent  they  could  not 
undertake  more.  I  foon  found  that  my  li- 
tcraiy  reign  at  Leipfic  was  nearly  over  j 
DOtwichftanding,  to  make  fome  ufe  of  rny 
talents,  I  coropofed  feveral  paltry  little  no«. 

vcls^ 
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vehj  which  a  young  fludent  did  me  the 
favour  to  difpofe  of  as  his ;  indifferent  as 
they  were,  they  brought  me  fix  francs  a 
fheet,  and  as  I  at  lead  wrote  a  (heet  and  a 
half  a  day,  I  found  myfelf  tolerably  well 
off,  taking  care  to  difguife  my  ftile.  I  muft 
confefs,  that  I  have  been  often  amazed  how 
any  perfon  could  purchafe  fuch  a  Jumble  of 
abfurdities. 

To  give  a  iketch  of  thefe  compofidoiis^  I 
(hall  here  tranfcribe  the  beginning  of  a  no* 
vely  in  four  volumes^  entitled,  jttnna  Ma^ 
tic,  or,  the  SintimeHtat  Hijhry  of  an  Brt^ 
ti^bt€ficd  P(tjfi$H. 

**  Aft  unmarried  gentleman,  of  diftin* 
gui(hed  merit,  was  Walking  one  day  y^  a 
very  agree^tble  garden,  with  a  vSStf^  df  di* 
ftinftion,  of  el^ant  p^rfi>n,   ifc^  Ijemlc 

manners. 
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auAers.  The  jnild  AmotSL,  as  the  hea* 
tiieo  poets  h^w  improperly  exprefed  ic» 
bd  already  leturocd  to  the  imptial  coadi 
tf  her  aged  ipaii(e  ;  the  hedges  between 
vhich  tUs  charming  couple  walked  were 
cut  ia  die  maflt  lieatsdful  fiaroos,  evening 
Kflc6tiBg  ia  fiWer  ihadows  their  angelic 
figures  on  the  earthy  when  ^  gpatlemaa 
chus  addreflfed  the  lady — ^^  My  Icprdy,  and 
tver  ^acious  Madana,  the  fentina^ents  which 
I  iiave  iong  expenenced^cannoc  \fe  unknown 
^  JDUy  nor  need  I  inform  yon  'that  the 
hnttancy  of  your  eyes  has  condaaoed  my 
^  heart.'' — ^Thc  gentleman  would  have 
continued  his  amorous  addcefs,  when  fiid- 
denly  a  fearful  and  difioDapt  noiie  was 
heard  in  the  nei^bouiiiig  gieen-houie.-*^ 
Both  were  dceadfuUy  alamied ;  but  what 
«as  their  (urprize,  when  they  difcovered  a 
youi^  officer^  of  elegant  appcfasaace,  rufli 

trom 
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from  the  houfe,  fword  in  hand.'* — ^I  fancy 
^is  fpecimen  is  fufficient.'^-^Notwithftluid- 
ing)  the  public  bought  up  thefe  miie* 
rable  produftions  as  eagerly  as  they  do 
Emilia  S&mmerSy  Cbsrks  de  Hdlberg^  L$uis 
Freudenibalj  and  other  mafter-piedes  of  the 
fame  kind;  fo  that  1  muft  confefs  they 
anfwered  my  purpofe  tolerably  well.  But 
as  the  moft  prolific  genius  may  in  time  be 
exhaufted,  I  at  length  found  it  impoffible 
to  write  any  thing  new.  This  fterility  gave 
rife  to  the  defperate  idea  of  publifhii^  a 
Golle&ion  of  my  works,  though  I  could 
not  flatter  myfelf  with  making  an  s^ree* 
ment  of  that  kind  with  any  bookfeller  at 
Leipfic  My  fund  was  conliderably  aug- 
mented by  my  late  fagacifm  produ^ons, 
I  therefore  formed  the  refolution  of  going 
to  Hamburgh,  in  order  to  find  a  more  ac- 
commodating editor. 

Adieu, 
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''Adieu,  ungrateful  city  I  Unealyabcxle 
<i  the  mufes !  Step-mother  of  poets  I  On 
lie  banks  of  ^e  Elbe  there  are,  notwith- 
flaoding,  men  who  properly  vnlue  talents 
and  merit.  I  hafte  to  quit  thee,  fatal  Leip* 
&c  P'— Then  I  bid  adieu  to  the  city,  and 
quitted  it  immediateiy. 


CHAP^ 
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Peter^s  Advenhires  on  the  Road  to  Hamburg-^-^ 
Meets  Jome  old  Acquaintances, 

Experience; had  taught mc  to  eco* 
nomize,  even  when  I  was  in  no  dan* 
ger  of  indigence ;  I  therefore  modeftly 
took  a  place  in  the  public  vehicle.  The 
journey  was  very  agreeable  i  I  contemplated 
different  charafters ;  and  frequendy  flopped 
whole  days  in  towns  where  I  met  with  any 
thing  I  thought  worthy  nonce.  Remaining 
at  Godia  for  the  fame  purpofe^  I  dined  one 
day  at  a  fmall  hotel  in  the  fauxbourg  ^  a 
man  entered  who  fcraped  on  the  violin, 
accompanied  by  an  old  woman  who  twang* 
ed  on  the  guitar,  together  forming  a  moft 
melancholy  concert.  The  mufician  mi- 
micked 


GIL  BLASv  ftl? 

nxicked  the  hunting  horn  with  his  Voice,  to 

idd  addidooal  grace  to  his  nternellos ;  liay^ 

* 

pcdaps^  he  imitated  it  more  naturally  than 
tbe  Gievalier  d'Eflen  Theie  people  viewed 
me  widi  the  utmoft  attention,  qor  could  I 
lefisun  doing  the  fame ;  it  appeared  as  if 
bocfa  parties  were  trying  to  recoUeft  each 
other;  I  was  certain  I  knew  them,  though 
I  amid  aot  at  once  recoUeft  where ;  but 
when  I  did  fo,  I  was  very  careful  not  to 
make  them  (harers  in  the  diicoveiy.  The 
couple  whom  I  iaw  was — ^whom  think 
you  ? — but  the  barber  Haber  and  the  ador- 
able Mademoifclle  Julia  Nagelbbrn,  once 
my  charmer.  Thefc  old  friends  were  not 
much  alrered,  except  that  their  faces  were 
red  and  pimpled,  bearing  all  the  external 
marks  of  drink;  doubtlcfs  they  fupplied 
tlic  want  of  good  living  by  fpiiits,  the 
common  rcfourcc  of  the  vulgar.  A  father 
VOL.  I.         ,  L  of 
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oftkechurcKhas,  IbeHcre^  faid,  Catt^res 
^rnani  brnmns ;  a  moft  cert^  truth.  As 
for  myfdfy  an  abfimce  of  twenty  years  had 
lendeied  me  unknown ;  and  I  no  fooner 
tecolkded  their  perfons,  than  I  ceafed  to 
notice  them,  by  which '  means  I  diverted 
their  attention  from  me.  Julia  had  foi^ot 
her  old  fi^ow^fervant ;  the  barber,  the 
companion  of  his  pleafures ;  and  I  felt  no 
temptation  to  recal  the  circumftance  to 
their  menxsries.  Curious  to  know  bow 
diey  came  into  their  prefent  ftate^  I  engaged 
ene  of  the  company  to  afk  them  a  recital, 
adding,  that  the  adventures  of  fuch  people 
muft  be  entertaining.  My  defire  was  ac- 
compliihed,  the  barber-mufician  relating 
what  follows. 

<c  J  ^1^  forgeon  in  a  village  that  appei* 
tains  to  a  hdy  of  fortune  in  the  ele&oiate 

of 
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rfHiao?cr,  and  whom  my  fpoufe  attended 

ewamngniaid.    Both  friends  of  hannonjr, 

w  foociimcs  amufcd  ourfclves  with   little 

ooflccrts.    Ajrounglad,  a  wicked  dog,  I 

wc  jou,  accompanied  us  in  thefe  enter- 

^^""ncnts,  for  out  of  charity  .1  had  taught 

kirn  to  play  on  the  violin.     This  young 

«?ue  was  driven  from  the  caftle  for  fomc 

^s  tricb,  and  lifted  into  Ac  fcrvicc  of 

^1*  Duke  of  «**,  from  whence  he  has 

focedcfcttcd.     HisMofs  gave  fomc  Httic 

*^Jtcmiption  to  oiME  mu£cal  meetings ;  how. 

^^r»tny  prefcnt  fpoufeJbad  concrivcd  fuch 

^  tofcUnation  for  harmonious  .recreations, 

^  Ihc  entreated  me  to  .inftruft  her  in  vo* 

^  and  inftrumcntal  mufic.  I  indincd  wil^ 

iingly  to  her  defirc ;  but  Hercukst  or,  as 

the  ancients  call  him,  the  God  of  IjOffCp 

P%ed  us  a  ily  trick.    Wkh  all  due  xefpe£k 

to  me  compaof,  one  is  fleui  and.  blood  at 

La  well 
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^^ell  as  another.  In  a  word,  my  fchdar 
tvas  attacked  with  a  temporary  dropfy.  The 
cafe  was  grave  and  dangerous,  though  we 
are  aflured  that  naturalia  Hon  Juni  turpes. 
Her  miftrefs,  I  may  well  fay,  was  too  punc- 
tilious on  fome  certain  articles,  for  fhe  bad 
been  furprized  faerfelf  (I  fay  it  with  all  due 
refpe6k  to  people  of  quality)  in  a  fituation 
by  no  means  equivocal  wicK  her  coufio, 
<  who  is  an  officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  Duke 
I  of  ***.  My  fpoufehad  •entered  at  a  mo- 
ment when  (he  was  not  ^pefted ;  but  thefe 
are  matters  on  which  I  keep  clofe  lips— — 
Exempel  fmt  (odiofel — I  forgot  what  I  was 
faying^— Oh,  I  recoiled — The  lady  took 
the  matter  rather  highly,  when  (he  perceived 
the  Potun^ty  of  my  charmer,  and  the  va- 
lets as  uilial  were  full  of  their  jeils.    Her 

« 

miftrcfs,  in  Ihort,  ordered  her  to  quit  the 

houfe.    What  was  to  be  done  ?  My  di- 

ftrefled 
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MEed  Julia,  it  is  true,  had  fared  a  con* 
SdcTibk  (van,  and  I  wiflied  to  heal  her  ho^ 
flour.  Wc  lived  together  in  the  village, 
where  I  continued  to  exercife  my  joint  pro* 
feffions;  but  Madame  Lathaufen  never 
ceafed  purfuing  us^  giving  out  that  we  were 
druokaidsy  and  that  I  did  not  underftand 
^^g!^>  Only  confider,  gentlemen,  what  a 
&Iie,  ungenerous  report,  contrived  on  pur* 
pofe  to  do  us  injury  ?  But  we  are  alt  feeble 
creatures — according  to  the  old  faying,  we 
only  drink  when  we  are  dry ;  and  as  for 
W,  ars  bugus  vita  breva.  In  fhort,  wc 
could  keep  on  bnfinefs  no  loiter ;  for  the 
iajurious  tales  the  lady  had  fpread  ruined 
our  repuuuon,  and  finally  obliged  us  to 
quit  tbe  viBage.  The  idea  ilruck  us  to 
trarel  as  muficians,  and  we  put  it  imme« 
dutely  in  pradice.  Madame  de  /.athaufent 
kowevcr,  did  not  efcape  the  deferved  pu- 

L  3  nifhment  i 
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Hifliment ;  God  guide  us,  Q\e  finifhed  mife- 
lably ;  it  was  ^ven  out  that  flic  died  of  the 
ciamp  in  her  ftomach;  but  wbo    kiKyws 
what  convulfions  carried  her  off.    We  tra- 
vel over  the  country,  ^as  you  fee ;  and  I 
can  afiuie  yaU)^  gentlonen,  that  we  fuc* 
ceeded  very  well  in  the  landgraviate   of 
Hcfle.    The  Heffians  are  not  rich,  -uiKler-- 
ifauud  nothing  of  mufic ;  and  though  we  aie 
not  quite  fuch  great  virtuofos  as  the  inufi- 
ciacs  of  the  Count  de  Werdieim^  (I  was 
born  in  the  town  of  that  name)*  yet  we  met 
with  great  praife^    We  are  not  lb  fortunate 
in  Saxony  i  |  think  the  Saxons  have  6rier 
ears*-^I  profeft  I  ^rget- where  I  was  in  my 
ftory/^.— iii.«  Oh,  n^er  f^lague  yoor&lf  to 
leeolkd  it,  my  gt>dd*  M.  •  Haber,"  inter- 
n:9todI,  "  you^^play  well,  very  well,  on 
the^vioUn,  and  you  delate  a  tale  yet=4>etter;' 
nocwithftanding)  we  will  excufe  the  reft  of 
»  :  your 


^biftory  till  another  opportamty.**  Wc 
colleded  afinall  fum  for  tins  mufical  couple^ 
viioai  I  was  much  pkafeddid  not  recoiled 

Arrived  at  Cafiel,  I  lodg^  at  the  poft* 
hoofe  in  the  Place^royaie.  The  apartment 
sezt  to  mine  was  occupied  l^  a  ftranger, 
who  was  a  privy-coimcillor.  The  'beauty 
of  this  city  detained  me  here  during  eight 
days :  on  an  evening  when  I  returned  to 
my  tpartmenCy  I  conftantfy  Heard  my  neigh* 
boiv  fpeaking  aloud  till  midnight^  and 
though  I  li£bened  with  the  utmoftattcxitiony 
I  ooald  never  hear  any  one  anfwer.'  I'his 
circomftance  s^peared  very  extraordinary ; 
and  one  day  being  at  the  public  table,  I 
aiked  fcone  queftions  refpeding  ttife  odd 
councillor.  A  gentleman  of  the  landgrave 
pve  me  this  informatton.      ' 

L4  ^Tbe 
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'*  The  councillor  d^Eifofchall^  an  ex- 
cellent charaAer  in  many  refpeds,  but  has 
the  weaknefs  to  wifh  to  engro&  the  convex- 
iacion  in  all  companies.     His  memory  is  a 
repofitory  of  tales  and  anecdotes,  coUeded 
while  he  was  in  the  fervice,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  his  difcourfe  ever  the  fame,  as  thus. 
At  the  tifne  I  was  in  the  army  in  Sikfiaj  I 
had  a  quarter-m^fter  wor/e  than  a  devil ^  iSc^ 
He  then  enters  into  all  the  adtions  and 
mifchievous  tricks  of  the  (sud  quartex-fmaf* 
ter,  of  which,  if  you  come  to  a  conclufion 
sn  two  hours,  you  may  think  yourfelf  par- 
ticularly fortunate.    If  he  goes  to  court 
(though  he  has  onl^  flopped  here  on  a 
journey  he  is  making)  every  one  (huns  hyn, 
fi>  much  do  they  dread  his  beginning  his 
long  ftories.    Obliged  to  be  filent  all. day, 
he  makes  up. for  it  at  night,  by  recounting 
th^m  to  his  fervant— ♦*  Apr^pos^  Ciiifi9pi>er» 

fiat 


ly  irm^s  to  mf  mind  an  arecdote—^,^i  ibetim 
Iwasintbearmy  in  Si/efia^  Csfr/*  The  mo& 
pneat  domeftic  at  lepgth  becomes  weary 
of  a  maftcr  ivho  is  perpetually  ftiuming 
Imnimh  fach  tiiefome  recitals,  ib  that  it  is 
voodcrful  if  h^  keeps  the  fame  (ervaat  &r 
fixmonths.    The  one  he  has  at  prdent  is 
iai,  fo  that  he  liftens  to  all  hb  tales  with 
the  greateft  indBfl^ence  ;  and  though  his 
msAer  has  repeated  them  every  night  for 
dde  two  months,  (which  is  the  time  he  has 

hecQ  with  him)  he  has  never  once  inter- 
rupted him,  a  ciicumftance  that  has  gtyen 
the  coandUor  particular  pleaTuie,  as  he  caa- 
not  bear  to  have  his  difcourfe  iMToke  in  upon. 
M.  de  Erbfchall  pays  no  attention  to  the 
deafnefs  of  Chriftopher,  as  long  as  be  has 
die  pleafure  of  entertaining  a  man^  or  nu 
dier  himfelf^  with  his  long  and  tedious  re* 
dtals.** 

L  5  From 
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From  Cafiel  I  went  to  Bronf^ck  $  the 
itmettil^ance  of  what  had  formerly  pafied 
in  that  city  ^xtired  a  number  ci  AiButm 
emotiom  in  mf  fotiL  The  hotel  when  I 
Bad  Iddged  recalled  to  my  memory  the 
mean'  a6tiou  vvfakh  tre  had  then  bcea 
guilty  of;  in  fiiort^  every  thing  retraced 
ideas  by  no  means  flattering ;-  nor.  could  I 
forbear  queftionii%  myfi^lf-^^'  Art  tboa 
l>etter  now,  that  a  more  happy  fituatioo 
^ferves  thee  from  having  recoorie  to  (uch 
defpicable  tricks?  I  waa  puzzled  to  anfwer 
it  I  for  we-afk  veiy  oppofitely  vidien  piefled 
by  want)  a^  wdi  as  think  difibendy,  when 
we  keep  company  widi  a  fociety  of  Uber- 
tines  i  befide,  it  is  true,  I  now  approached 
the  £^e  when  we  longer  can  fo  eafily  recon* 
i:ile  ourfelves  to  the  ill  confequences  of  our 
t^ions.  Had  I  early  in  life  obttuned  a 
fituation  which  brought  me  in  a  comforts 

able 


lUe  iocomci  I  (hould  httve  beco  Mipedi^ 
ittlpiflcd  for  aa  eiiiig,btciied^  {tn6bk,fiB4 
modeftmaii;  but  1  appearad  bom  £>r49 
adrcBtuiec ;.  and  tbat  £katc  paBttSn  £wfj 
thing  fo  actrsMftivc  toyoiitb^  tbAtwekayc  f 

crents  to  the  torrent  of  thaacd,  vrithoiiK  ', 

f 

dunking  of  the  future^  Thefe  were  my 
faions  reflexions;  but  mf  former  lifirjtt 
Brunfwick,  the  &te  of  Haudrit^  ihr^aoU 
ventuits  of  Reyerbeig,  wsdi  th^  of  tbe 
man  in  the  grey  coat,  and  my  intrigue 
with  tiie  worthy  Coun^  di  Fotk^m^  wfsc 
all  ibon  fi9rgotten. 

9 

Notv^Adiftanding  BrunlwiGk  a^)eafed 
the  fpot  vriieie  I  was  ever  to  mec):  with  the 
moft  unfore&en  and  extni6fdinary  acfiir 
denis ;  my  inteiitibn  was  'to  ftop  t}ier^ 
fome  days  to  view  the  dc^^  public  walk)> 
o^ee-houib,  and  places  of  amufianent* 

L6  The 
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bo  alone  on  this  £pbt,  at  Iei%th:loft  all  .pa« 
ttence,  and  retired.    He  had,  ^ft.  .quitted 
the  place,  when  an  elderly  maid-ienrant 
came!  fiocn  aver  the  :brid^  and  difiin- 
guifliing  mc'hf  my  whhe  ckiak|  eocdc  me 
for  the  ftranger,  coming  diredtiy  towards 
me;  but  on  the  S^bt  .of  my  companion^ 
fkopped  at  a  fmaU  diftance,  crying,  ^*  Hem, 
hem,'*'  accompaaying  this  aflfeded .  cough 
by  figns,  dxat  could  not  be  mifonderftood, 
to  follow  her.     My  poet  was  now  reading 
fome  fheets  of   a  novel  he  had  in  his 
pocket,  the  fubjeft  of  which  was  thedeach 
of  a  lady  whofe  huihand  had  treated  her 
with  the  greateft  cruelty.    After  her  de- 
ceaie,.(he  returned,  accompanied  by  the 
ghoft;  of  fix  other  women,  all  mounted  osl 
the  fouls  of  cats,  in  order  to  fcratch  and 
tear  ^ut  the  eyes  of  her  huiband :  die 
^rtiole  was  very  atfefting,  and  I  liftened  to 

it  ' 
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itiafa  die  utmoft  attention  and  ftdiag, 
tkODgh  the  nin  bad  e^idy  pierced  duoogii 
mfdxmtbs.  T&e  nutfeliogs  of  die  mnies 
iofc,  as  IS  veli  knowa»  a  partkidar  idpeft 
for  aaoroos  intrigues ;  thus  017  friend  ice« 
iag  a  wonsm  tseckon  me^  haftily  broke  off* 
his  reading,  though  in  the  moft  inteiefting 
pvt,  fi^riBg  to  me  in  a  whifper,  *^  I  per« 
cei?e  yon  have  bufinefs  dot  cannot  be  put 
off— I  tfaeicfbie  will  &ot  trouble  you;  to* 
mocnnr  I  Oiali  find  a  time  before  your  de«* 
partufe  to  read  the  remainder.'* — So  laying, 
he  quicfied  me  abruptly. 

Convinced  that  this  fervant  took  me  for 
anorfarr,  I  was  notwithftanding  well  pka&d 
dut  her  error  had  releaied  me  from  die  im^ 
portunities  of  the  poet;  aUb  promifing  myw 
ieif  ibme  amufement  from  this  adventuic;. 
I  tfaetcfote  cuefidly  concealed  my  fitoe  in 
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mj  Almaoiva^  and  approached  the  woouuii 
^<  For  the  love  of  Heaven,  my  dear  Kf« 
Lofen,  do  not  be  dUpleaftd  that  we  lyive 
made  you  wait  you  fo  long/'  iaidc^lM, 
^*  for  my  miftrefs  has  been  engaged  ti#ilus 
very  moment ;  my  mafter  is  but  juft  gme 
out,  and  will  not  return  until  midnight  r 
you  muft  be  wet  to  the  ikin,  but  that's  feon 
remedied,  for  you  can  put  on  my  mafter^s 
ntgfat*gown  while  I  dry  your  cloaths  at  the 
fire.**— I  made  ho  anfwer,  but  followed  her« 


C-* 


We  crofled  feveral  ftreets,  and  at  Jength 
my  condudrefs  flopped  me  before  a  large 
houfe,  and  gently  unlocked  the  door^  nuk» 
ing  me  a  iign  to  follow.  She  led  me  into 
a  finatt*  apartment  on  the  left-hand  fide  of 
the  ground  floors  (hutting  me  in,  after 
i^hifpering  in  my  ears,  ^<  I  (hall  return  ia 
a  moment."    In  efieft  (he  did  fo,  laying, 

••  Here 


GIL  BLAS»  a33 

^*  Here  is  a  dreffing*gown ^  cap,  and  cloak  $ 

tiic  off  your  wet  deaths,  my  miftrds  will 

be  lieie  in  an  inftant ;  I  ihali  keep  watch 

at  die.  door/* — **  Well,"  faid  I  when  alone^ 

fxieod  Peter,  this  is  no  bad  (chcme ;  cou* 

fage,  andrefs  thyielf  boldly,  and  pat  on 

the  gown ;  what  though  even  tfacr  iair  oae 

flioald  expcA  another  lover,  he  is  not  here; 

the  fauiband  does  not  return  till  midmght, 

and  dioa  art  on  the  fpot ;  courage,  there* 

fiote,  I  iky,  coorage."      Thus  faying,  I 

ftnppcd  off  my  cloak  and  cloaths,  and 

though  fdll  in   darknefi,  took  the  gowa 

that  had  been  given  me.    I  had  hardly  put 

on  the  nodurnal  nument  of  the  wozthy 

fpouie  whole  place  I  was  to  fupply,  when  a 

haodfiune  young  lady»  with  a  candle  in  her 

kaod,  entered  the  apartment ;  fbt  advanced 

to  throw  herfelf  into  my.  arms^whidi  t 

opened  to  receive  her^  when  dtiiCQ¥esin2^ 
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piy  &ce,  Ihe  gave  a  loud  fcream,  dropped 
<he  light,  running  towards  the  door  .witlx 
ib  much  precipitation,  that  £he  fell  over  a 
chair  that  happened  to  be  in  the. way.  At 
the  fanie  moment  a  fUli  more  vehement 
mcnfe  was  heard  in  the  anti-chamber :  ^'  You 
ace  jeftLbg  with  me,^  iaid  a  man,  ^'  I.  watt- 
ed above- an  hour  in  die  rain  on  .the  €:aCble-> 
vraUc^  but  you  never  came.''  **  Jn  the 
name  of.  Heaven,"  exclaimed  the  aiaid» 
^  are  you  the  Devil  in  perfon  I  or  isyour 
exiftence  double  ?  I..have  jufl:  iotrodiioed  a 
gcntkmah  who  ■  "  "  Wliat,  anotber 
with'her!!!  replied  jdiemaicuHne  voice  in 
a  tage,  *5  L  willpuhtflii  (he  perfidioos  *wo* 
man^^  ^  «Wtth  thefe^iwotdsjie  ruOitd  haftily 
im<)(the  tooaii:  at  th^  Ve^  inftanttiicSady 
tradicifing  fron»  die  ^uad,  JtUe%raojt  fol- 
Ibwing  iiiga;.  but^without  lights  naon€J  ap- 
ffBong^wiUiii^to  fitch  ^«ay«  M.  Lofisn, 
<  ^:  doubtlefs. 
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doQbde(s»  feared  that  fliould  he  attempt  it^ 

bis  rival  might  efcapc ;  neither  perhaps  was 

k  coavenienc  or  prudent  for  him  to  feek 

one  in  the  houfe  9  and  as  for  the  reft  of  us, 

we  had  no  reafon  to  wi(h  the  matter  mote 

enlightened.     A  loud  difpute  followed,  in 

which  each  defended  their  conduct  as  well 

as  pofllbk,  the  JAngle  bearing  a  ftrong  re* 

iemblance  to  the  finale  of  a  comic  6ptm: 

Suddenly  a  fifth  2£tot  arrived,  with  a  lan<» 

fem  in  his  hand,  and  who  ii^as  the  leaft 

welcome  to  us  <^  the  whole  fet.   lliis  geii- 

tleman,  to  judge  by  the  gracious  receptioof 

whh  which  he  jfayoured  us,  was  nothing 

kfs  than  the  beloved  fpcmfe'o^  the  lady/ 

who  apparently*  had  forgot  iomethihgi  or 

peihaps  ^f{HCious,  had  returned  to  Ihrpriz^ 

*  ♦    *  • 

her.    Whatever  reafon  it  was,  it*  is  certain 

he  was  not  welcome.     A  Axiinge  fervatit-* 

maid'had  lighted  him  %  i^  ksyft  thei^  w^s  a^ 

third 
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third  Stmsie  at  the  door  when  I  maide  acxy 
e(cape ;  the  noife  to  the  antUchamber  hsuf^ 
moft  probably  given  him  the  alarm  ;  and 
(hatching  die  lantern  from  his  conduftrcfs^ 
he  had  ufed  it  to  throw  a  I^t  on  our  cok- 
tenrion* 

.  I  knew  not  how  to  draw  myfelf  out  of  {k>. 
diiagreeable  and  embarrafling  an  adventure^ 
Louis  de  Reycrbefg,  in  my  place,  in  lictL 
of  quittii^  the  fcenc,    would  gpncfoufljr^ 
have  undertaken  (he  defence  of  the  lady  ; 
but  Pecer  Gaus  poflefled  no  fuch  pcrikms 
kiadnefs.  I  had  prefence  of  mind  fuflBciciit 
to  fovtiee  that  my  dre(s  would  more  parti* 
odarly  expoic  me  to  ill  treatment,  and 
therefor^,  |U  ibon  a^  I  (aw  die  Kght  ad* 
vancteg,  took  the  prudent  piecauuon  to 
conc^  myfelf  behind  the  bed,  whidk  flood 
near  the  door,  aqd  while  the  hufband  and 

lover 
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lover  were  abiifing  each  other,  both  (peak* 
sag  at  once,  the  women  trembling  and  pray* 
lag,  I  flipped  fuddenlf  from  behind  the 
bed,  where  I  had  been  compleatly  hid,  and 
fiatdied  the  kntem  from  the  hands  of  the 
furious  fauftond,  who  dreaded  nothing  lefs 
than  a  goblin,  and  was  ieized  whh  fuch  a 
fit  of  trepidity  at  this  unexpeAed  attack, 
tbat  he  remained  immoveable,  leaving  me 
nme  to  make  my  efcape  in  his  night- gown, 
H^^dIy,  he  had  not  (hut  the  houie  doorpo 
bistntiadce. 

I  no  (boner  reached  the  ftreet  than  I  ran 
ivith  the  utmoft  fpeed  to  my  hotel,  when 
the  waiter  was  not  a  little  aftoniihed  to  fee 
me  in  fuch  a  ridiculous  trim.  Without 
entering  into  any  explanation,  I  haftily 
flipped  into  my  chamber,  where  I  ordered 
a  frugal  meaL    Abandoned  to  mylreflec- 

ttonsy 
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tions^  I  almoft  doubted  ^  whether  this  ad^ 
venture  was  a  dream  or  reality ;  but  be  ii 
which  it  woiild,  I  could  not  refnun  from 
laughing  heartily  at  the  whole  ai&ur.  t 
had  happily  efcaped  the  ill  treatment,  which^ 
from  the  imprudence  oflmy  conduA,  I 
might  have  ezpe£bed  from  both  parties. 

The  robe  de  cham.bre  was  red  ftufT,  with 
yellow .  fbripes,  and  certainly  was  dot  of 
tqual  vahie  with  my  Abnaviva  and  cloaths, 
yet  they  were  thoroughly  paid  for  by  the 
mirth  of  the  adventure. 

.   Giving  way  to  my  good  humour,  I  con* 

•  •       • ' 

fidered  the  af&ir  on  only  the  laughable  fide, 

•      ' '  *  ■    '  .■    '\ 

thinking  of  the  amazement  of  the  reft  of 
the  aftors  on  my  efcape  i  a  circumftance 
that  I  could  not  recoiled  without  the  ut- 
soft  rifibility. 

..I  This 


Tbis  was  too  good  a  fubje£t  for  a  novel  ^ 
hotKfcr,  I  related  the  whole  Icene  to  my 
poe^  who  came  to  fee  me  the  next  mom* 
iog,  plagamg  me  with  his  verfes  until  J 
got  into  die  diligence,  when  bidding  him 
£uewel,  I  immediateiy  purfued  my  rout 
toHambarg. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.   XIII. 

Peter's  Succefs  iu  publifbing  the  ColUSioH  t 

his  fToris. 

«*  rr^HIS  drefling-gown,  however,  is  no 

.  -*•    much  amifs,*'  faid  I,  contcmplati 

ing  the  yellow  (tripes  as  I  was  undreifio^ 

to  put  it  on,  the  night  of  my  arrival  al 

Hamburg ;  **  nay,  it  is  really  a  good  com^ 

fortable  drefs,  and  though  jiot  exaftly  iii 

the  laft  faflbion,  will  proted:  me  from  the 

cold ;  and  (hould  I  even  fucceed  beyond 

my  expedation  in  the  (ale  of  my  works,  I 

will  never  part  with  it.  No,  I  will  prefcrvc 

it  as  a  remembrance  of  this  diverting  ad* 

venture---here  are  alfo  *  good  pockets." — 

Then  putting  in  my  hand,  what  was  my 

aftonifhment ! — ^But  before  I  relate  this  un- 

forefecD 
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unfcrcfccn  event,  T  muft  entreat  my  readers 
to  oil  thetr  thoughts  a  moment  on  the  Rate 
of  my  finances. 

The  good  fortune  I  had  to  difpoie  (pee- 
dil?  of  my  works,  at  the  commenceoient  of 
my  literary  labours,  notwuhftandtng  their 
imperfcftions,  had  given  me  fo  great  a  de- 
pendance  on  them,  that  I  fcldom  thought 
of  writing  a  new  work  until  my  refources 
were  nearly  exhaulled.     I  ufually  fketched 
over  the  firft   copy  of  a  novel  without 
knowing  what  would  be  the  principal  ob- 
jefi,  or  what  appellation  I  (liould  give  it ; 
but  I  rccolledl  having  informed  the  reader, 
tbat  I  had  lately  become  more  cautious  and 
prudent  in  pecuniary  matters.     My  purie 
was  tolerably  well  fupplied  when  I  formed 
the  projeft  of  going  to  Hamburg,  yet  the 
journey  confidcrably  decrcafed  it.     Firmly 
VOL.  I.  M  perfuadcd 
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perfuaded  that  my  talents  would  be  readily 
acknowledged  in  that  town^  and  the  collec- 
tion of  my  works  be  eagerly  bought  up, 
and  largely  paid  for,  I  took  no  pains  to  re- 
trench my  expences.    The  high  opinion  I 
had  formed  of  the  efteem  due  to  my  talents 
diminiSied,  however,  greatly  the  day  after 
my  arrival  5  for  going  into  a  bookfeller's 
(hop  with  intent,  after  fome  little  converfa- 
don,  to  make  myfelf  known,  I  afkcd  for 
the  works  of  the  famous   poet  Claus.— 
*•  You  mean,   doubtlcfs,'*    anfwered  the 
bookfeller,  "  the  witty  works  of  the  lively 
Claudius,    or  thofe  of   Afmus." — "  No, 
no,"  faid  I,  impatiently,  "  I  want  thofe  of 
Peter  Claus,  that  celebrated  author  who 
wrote  the  novel  of  Anna  Maria,  and  other 
much  eftcemed  works  of  the*  fame  kind," 
*«  Ah,  ha !  I  underfland  you,"  replied  he, 
with  a  finile,  *'  you  are  jefting  about  this 

poor 
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poor  Peter  Claus;  and,  to  confc/s  rAc 
omh^  he  is  a  paltry  vvtetch,  a  miicrabie 
fasmlcT,  a  ftarved  poet,  a  weak  head  ;  but 
Ac  poor  devil  fcribbles  for  a  livelihood; 
periuips  he  has  infirmmes  that  prevent  his 
cliopping  wood.  If  fo,  his  motive  is  com* 
niendable,  for  he  h^d  better  write  foolifli 
books  dian  deal.  I  have  a  fine  pile  of  his 
works  that  will  be  foon  fold  to  the  grocer ; 
to  be  fure,  we  now  and  then  meet  with  idle 
folks  who  buy,  and  re^  fuch  trafli,  rather 
tban  do  worfe.  In  examining  my  ware- 
boufe,  I  have  laid  afide  his,  and  a  number 
of  fimilar  produftions,  which  I  mean  to 
fell  by  audion,  and  among  the  reft  there  is 
three  years  of  the  German  Mercury." 

It  was  impoflible  for  me  to  bear  more  ; 
twiling  with  rage  at  fuch  calumny,  I  fnatchi* 
ed  up  my  hat  and  cane,  and  quitted  the 

M  2  bookfeller's 
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bookfcllcr*s  (hop  without  (peaking.  Wbii 
particularly  wounded  my  paternal  feeling; 
was,  that  I  found  this  the  univerfal  opi 
nion.  I  now  difcovered  what  flow  progref: 
tafte  had  made  at  Hamburg,  and  the  flat- 
tering hopes  of  publifliing  a  colledlion  ol 
my  works  entirely  vaniflied. 


Though  I  did  not  forefec  this  misfortune 
when  I  made  myfelf  fo  merry   on  account 
of  the  night-gown,  yet  fate  was  provident 
for  me;  at  the  very   moment   when  my 
purfe  was  juft  empty,  and  the  hope  of  fel- 
ling my  works  advantageouily  entirely  eva- 
porated, kind  Providence  fent  me  unex- 
peded  afliftance.    In  one  of  the  pockets  of 
the  gown  was  a  purfe,  uhich,  doubtlcfs, 
the  honeft  hufband  whom  I  meant  to  dig- 
nify at  Brunfwick  had  forgotten.     I  haftily 
counted  the  gold  and  filver  it  contained,  j 

and 
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aod  found  myfelf  at  once  pofleflcd  of  three 
iundied  and  thirty-fcven  Uvrcs,   one  fovs, 
and  three  deniers.    What  a  treafurc  to  the 
unfortunate  Peter !  Satisfied  with  this  ac- 
quifition,  I  gave  myfelf  up  to  joy,  without 
giving  a  thought  to  my  literary  produflions. 

In  the  very  height  of  this  rapture,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  my  friend  Reycrberg, 
in  which  he  informed  me  of  all  that  had 
befallen  him  ;  he  had  long  laboureci  in  the. 
diiagreeable  employmeats-  of  corredor  and 
ttanilator.  At  length  weary  of  retracing 
the  follies  of  other  author^ ;  of  ferving  as 
an  indrument  to  the  avidity  of  an  interefted 
few,  and  too  proud  to  put  the  world  under 
c<Mitribution  for  his  own  indifferent  works 
(as  no  enthuGafm  prompted  that  he  (hould 
obtain  honor  in  the  career  of  letters)  ;  he 
therefore  adopted  a  plan  of  which  love  fur* 

M  3  ni(hed 
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niflied   the  firft  idea.      Struck    with  the 
charms  of  an  adrefs^  and  poiTefling  a  lively 
imagination,  reBned  tafle,  a  handfome  per- 
fon,  and  fufceptible  heart,  added  to  a  love 
of  learning,   knowledge  of  different  Un- 
guages,  a  ilrong  underftanding,  and  con- 
llantly  frequenting  the  theatre,  where  the 
apparent  opennefs  of  behaviour  of  the  ac« 
tors  delighted  him,  he  determined  to  be<- 
come  a  member,  and  accordingly  engaged 
himlelf  immediately  to  the  company  of 
Leipfic,  under  a  borrowed  name;   from 
whence  he  was  foon  to  come  to  Hamburg* 
accompanied  by  his  favourite  adre6 ;  the 
celebrated  Schroeder,  being  informed  of  the 
talents  and  merit  of  Reyerberg,  had  fcnt  to 
entreat  him  to  join  him  diere. 

Thus  propitious  fate  was  on  the  point  of 
re-uniting  me  a  third  time  to  the  friend  o( 

inv 
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mf  youtL  This  news  complcatcd  my  joy; 

1  thought  of  nothing  but  amufing  myfelf, 
and  contiading  agreeable  acquaincanccs; 
in  (hort,  I  appeared  determined  to  expend 
my  newly  acquired  riches  as  fpecdily  as 
poffiblc. 

The  madnefs  of  writing  is  never  to  be 
conquered ;  even  the  keen  fadre  of  Horace 
would  be  employed  againll  it  in  vain.  The 
viaky  common  to  liteiary  people  cauied 
toe  to  fpeak  of  my  produdions  in  feveral 
companies  of  enlightened  and  polite  people^ 
who  received  me  with  great  deference^ 
diOQg^  I  have  'fince  difcovered  that  it  was 
only  to  laugh  at  me.  The  commonalty, 
who  look  upon  every  man  whofe  tfaou^ts 
are  in  print  as  a  ibperior  beii^,  received 
me  with  efteem  and  lelped.  This  utuvcr*  ^ 
41  flattery  delighted  «e ;  I  accepted  it  with 

M4  the 
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the  utmoft  pride,  though  concealed  under 
an  affumed  modefty,  ftill  continuing  to  aA 
the  part  of  a  man  who  lives  upon  his  for- 
tune. 

One  night  juft  before  fupper,  a  man  en- 
tered the  hotel,  drefled  in  a  fpotted  coat, 
waxed  leather  boots,  and  a  large  hat ;  he 
came  diredtly  up  to  me,  faluting  me  with 
the  moft  refpedtful  deference,  exclaiming, 
**  Have  I  the  fupreme  happinefs  of  paying 
my  refpefts  to  the  great  and  enli^tened 
Claus ;  to  that  author  replete  with  inftruc* 
tion  and  delight,  whofe  immortal  works 
have  afforded  me  fuch  exquifite  pleafure. 
Bleifed  for  ever  be  the  day  in  which  I  have 
the  fatisfaftion  of  contemplating  face  to 
face  the  ornament  of  our  country,"  This 
energetic  harangue  made  my  heart  leap 
with  joy.     He  continued  for  fome  time  in 

the 
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the  lame  ftile ;  at  length  adding,  '*  But 
wifl  you  fup  in  this  large  company,  fo  ill 
cbofen,  and  little  worthy  of  you  ?  I  think 
it  would  be  more  convenient  to  fup  in 
your  own  apartment,  where  perhaps  you 
would  have  the  kindnefs,  mod  admirable 
of  men,  to  permit  me  to  accompany  you, 
and  enjoy  for  one  (hort  hour  the  inexpref- 
fiblc  felicity  of  your  fociety — ^what  happi<« 
ncfe  will  you  confer  ?"— It  was  very  natural 
that  I  (hould  acquiefce  in  the  wilhes  of  a 
man  who  fo  much  admired  me,  and  who 
fo  pcrfedtly  undcrftood  the  deference  due 
to  talents  and  merit.  I  inftantly  conducted 
him  to  my  apartment,  and  ordered  an  ele- 
gant fupper ;  in  a  word,  my  joy  was  in- 
exprefiible. 

*•  Notwithftanding,  would  you  believe 
it,"  laid  I  when  we  were  at  table,  "  would 

M  5  you 
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yoQ  believe,  Sir,  that  there  are  people  who 
ipeak  c^  me  as  a  dull  writer,  and  a  block* 
bead  ?''— «^  A  blockhead !"  replied  he,  "in 
good  truth,  you  make  me  laugh — you  a 
blockhead,  and  they  pretend  to  be  con- 
noifleurs — you  a  duU  writer  t — indeed,  if 
they  were  fpeaking  of  me,  and  my  little 
compofitions — **    "  How  P*  exclaimed  I,. 
interrupting  him,  •*  are  you  an  audior  ?— 
But,  pardon  me,  I  ought  nottoaik  that 
queftion  >  I  might  have  known  it  from, 
your  converfation  ;  indeed,  I  had  a  kind  o£ 
prefentiment." — '*  O,  never  trouble  your- 
felf  with  fuch  a  trifle,"  faid  my  viiitor,. 
^'  there  is  not  the  leaft  offence  ;  I  have  no 
pretenfions  to  fame ;  for  I  have  not  as  yet 
produced  any  thing  but  pamphlets;  the 
laft  of  which  was  to  demonftrate  the  utility 
of  a  tribunal  of  inquifition  for  the  Protef* 
tants  i  I  dedicated  it  to  Mr.  Goetie,  dean 

of 


«f  die  ck^  at  Hamborg;  fae  received  it 
£iTourafalyy  £nce  which  I  have  produced 
nothing  confideiable.'' 

This  learned  converfarion  gave  me  occa-- 
fion  to  communicate  to  my  new  friend  the 
projeft  of  printing  a  colleftion  of  my 
works.  He  immediately  propofed  to  take 
,  charge  of  my  manufcript^  adding,  that  it 
was  difhonorable  for  me  to  prelent  my  owti 
writings ;  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with^ 
hookfeOers,  who  wotfld  think  thensfelves 
particularly  happy  in  the  acquifition  of  fuch 
a  trcafure.  Tranfported  with*  joy  at  this. 
friendly  offer,  I  immediately  brought  my 
works,  containing  thirteen  printed  volumes,, 
with  numerous  alterations  and  additions,, 
and  four  in  manufcript,  giving  all  into  the: 
hands  of  my  vifitor,  who  promifed  to  be: 
zealous  in  my  fervice ;  he  then  left  his  ad- 

M.6  drcfs,. 
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dre(s,  gave  me  a  thoufand  thanks ;  and  de- 
parted,  heavily  burthened  with  the  children 
of  my  genius. 

He  had  not  long  left  me,  before  I  mified 
the  purfe  I  ufually  carried;  it  contained 
about  fifteen  crown's ;  I  had  left  it  on  the 
table,  by  the  fide  of  my  watch,  before  I 
went  down  to  fupper.      Good  Heaven! 
what  was  my  alarm  when  I  found  neither 
one  nor  the  other  I  This  lofs  opened  my 
eyes;  fool  that  I  was  to  be  thus  duped- 
Had  it  been  at  my  entrance  into  the  worlds 
I  (hould  not  have  been  aflonifhed ;  but  for 
a  man  that  had   been  fo  often  deceived, 
witnefTed   fo  many  cheating  tricks;  nay, 
once  a  fharper  himfelf ;  that  fuch,  a  man 
fhould  fuf&r  himfelf  to  be  alhired  by  grofs 
flattery,  and  fall  into  fo  fliallow  and  defpi- 
cable  afnare,  is  unpardonable.    Oh,  Pe- 
ter 
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tcr  Claus,  where  was  thy  cunning?  Un- 
worthy difciple  of  the  fkilful  Haudritz,  the 
great  Ventaulair,  or  the  ft  ill  greater  Nold- 
mann !  What  difgrace,  to  (hew  thyfelf  to 
thy  readers  in  fo  weak  and  humble  a  light! 

"  Could  I  only  fave  my  writings,"  ex> 

claimed  I,  after  my  firft  tranfport  of  rage 

was  over.     1  immediately  ran  to  the  houfe 

where  he  had  given  me  his  addrefs ;  but, 

oh,  Heavens !  and  all  ye  poetic  divinities 

and  tnufes,  from  whence  (hall  I  borrow  ex- 

prefiions  to  paint  the  terrible  grief  with 

which  I  was  feized  on  receiving  information 

that  the  rogue   was  wholly  unknown   to 

them.    "  All  is  loft !  Cruel  fate ! — Adieu, 

Parnaffus!  Adieu,  ParnaflTus!  I  renounce 

yoju  for  ever.— 'Three  louis  comprize  my 

whole  wealth — My  writings— Oh,  Heaven! 

what  ftep  (hall  I  take  ? 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

I)efcription  of  a  Theatrical  Life^ 

9       T  T  is  a  good  thing  to  be  light-hearted  V 
'       -*-  for  is  it  not ufelefsto  afflict  ourfelvcs  at 
I      what  cannot  be  remedied  ?  The  whole  phi •i^ 
Ibfophy  of  an  adventurer  confifts  in  meet- 
ing every  event  with  the  fame  degree  of 
careleflhefs ;  it  is  a  pradical  phjlpfophy,. 
ever  confoling,  and  proved  by  experience 
CO  be  a.reftomtive  balm  to  the  man  who  de- 
termines to  enjoy  the  prefent  moment^  and 
has  been,  equally  effectual  in  cVcry  age, 
from  Alexander  the   Grfeat  to  Cartouche 
the  Great..    It  now  offered  me  a  fklutary 
remedy  againfl  the  vexation  I  experi^iced. 
**  What,"  faid  I,  "  if  imitating  Reycrberg, 
I  entered  the  lifts  of  Rofcius  ?  I  am  a  man 

of 
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ef  confiderable  talents^  proper  for  all  parts;, 
and  vhat's  more,  play  on  the  violin,  {o 
that  occaiionally  I  may  be  employed  ia  tke 
orcheftia.  How  agreeably  would  my  friend 
be  furprized  to  find  me  in  the  fame  occu- 
padon  which  he  has  fo  lately  embraced."^ 
Sudden  revolutions  are  frequently  beft ;  and 
aiter  giving  fome  time  to  forrow  for  the  lofs^  ' 
of  my  money  and  works,  I  repaired  to  the 
celebrated  Schroeder,  entreating  him  to  give 
me  a  trial  in.  the  part  of  Clavigo., 

My  vanity  was  lapr  a  little  oifendied,  T 
confeis,  when  this. man,  inftead  of  being 
flattered  with  the  idea  of  producing  at  his 
dieatre  a  nurfeiing  of  the  mufes,  of  merit 
equal  to  mine,  queilioned  me  panicularly 
en  my  origin,'  manners,  and  acquaintance. 
**  Unhappily,"  added  he,  *'  the  greater 
ftumber  of  out  managers,  whether  from  ig« 

norance 
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norance,  or  carelefihefs  to  the  public,  take 
fo  little  care  in  the  choice  of  their  fubjedts, 
that  they  permit  men  without  education, 
greedy  of  gain,  and  born  of  the  very  dr^s 
of  the  people,  to  fet  up  for  adors ;  com- 
pofing  their  company  of  reduced  valets, 
debauched  ftudents,  and  difcharged  wait- 
ing maids.     Are  thofe  proper  perfons  to 
purify  the  tafte  of  a  city?  to  re -animate  the 
zeal  for.  virtue,  and  to  afford  the  citizen  a 
moral  and   rational  amufement?  If  tytry 
man  is  to  be  admitted  who  is  not  hunch- 
backed, or  crooked -legged,  though  igno- 
rant of  the  purity  of  language  neceliary  in 
the  profeflion,  (branger  to  fcience,  unac- 
quainted with  the  different  manners  in  life, 
and  thofe  of  other  nations ;  deftitute  of  all 
idea  of  poetry  and  harmony,  negligent  in 
his  attitudes,  drefs,  and  behaviour^  without 
knowledge  of  mankind  or  experience,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  never  felt  the  paflion  he  means  to  ex- 
prds,  and  totally  ignorant  of  that  virtue 
which  he  Chould  reprefcnt  as  amiable ;  in- 
ebriated when  he  performs  Seneca  or  a  mi - 
fanthrope ;  gloomy  when  he  afts  the  bene- 
volent friend  of  humanity;  and  having  re- 
prcfented  Odoardo  on  the  ftage,  fells  bis  wife 
to  an  EngliQiman  after  the  play.     Doubt* 
iels,  if iuch  people  are  admitted  as  aftors, 
the  theacte  cannot  be  a  fchool  to  mend  the 
heart.    But  (hame  be  to  fuch  charaAers, 
who  attempt  to  become  a<5lors,   and  yet 
greater  (hame  to  thofe  who  proteft  them. 
I  know  what  I  owe  to  myfelf  and  to  the 
public,  and  would  prefer  having  but  fix 
aftors  who  felt  the  importance  of  their  fitu- 
ation,  rather  than  to  engage  forty  at  the 
fame  cxpence,  of  the  above    dcfcription. 
The  opinion  I  have  formed  of  you  is  ad- 
vantageous 5  your  features  are  in  your  fa- 
vour. 
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vour,  though  even  your  writings  (hould 
have  been  the  offspring  of  want  rather 
than  genius.  But  deliberate  thoroughly 
before  you  embrace  fo  hazardous  a  profef- 
fion ;  you  are  unacquainted  with  the  diffi* 
culties  you  have  to  encounter,  the*  humili* 
ation  you  muil  undergo ;  in  vain  is  a  man 
^  accompliQied,  or  a  perfect  comedian;  the 
I  ftage  lays  him  open  to  the  criticifin  of  the 
I  greateft  blockheads,  who  confider  him  only 
i  as,  a  hired  buffoon.  The  profeffion  is  accom- 
panied by  public  difdain ;  or  (hould  yott 
be  happy  enoggh  to  be  efteemed  fuiEcientlj 
to  gain  you  admittance  to  the  tables  of  die 
great,  and  pretended  connoiffeurs,  they 
only  invite  you  to  flatter  their  pride ;  fo 
that,  upon  the  whole,  you  will  not  find  ia 
a  theatrical  life  the  fatisfadion  you  have 
promifed  yourfelf." — He  continued  fpcak- 
ing  to  me  for  a  loog  time  to  the  fame  pur*- 

pofe^ 
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pok,  giving-me  the  mod  unanfwerable  rea- 

(oas  why  I  (hould  decline  my  projeA;  but 
)  as  oppoficion  ever  ferves  to  ftrengthen  onr 
J  inclinations,  I  more  firmly  entreated  him 

to  give  me  a  trials  he  at  length  reludantly 

cooiented, 

« 

The  day  fixed  for  the  reprcfentation  of 
Clavigo  arrived ;  I  had  thoroughly  ftudied 
my  part,  and  already  began  to  feel  the  dif^ 
ficulties  of  the  art  to  which  I  had  now  de- 
nted myfelf.  The  rehearfals  made  me 
comprehend  the  importance  of  a  thoufand 
little  circumftances^  which  I  had  before  re- 
garded as  trifles,  all  tending  to  (hew  the 
diiEculty  of  fuccefs ;  but,  thanks  be  to  tha 
care  and  inflrudlions  of  the  manager,  the 
public  received  me  with  tolerable  fatisfac*- 
tion.  I  was  immediately  engaged  at  the 
theatre,  though  in  an  inferior  line ;  for  the 

critics 
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critics  at  Hamburg  are  among  the  mod 
difficult.  I  trembled  for  my  friend,  who 
had  only  played  at  Manheim,  where  the 
taftc  is  not  fo  refined. 

The  firft  character  I  played  after  my  a<J- 
mittance  was  the  old  councillor  in  Ham- 
let ;  in  this  part,  however  conformable  to 
my  talents,  I  found  fome  difficulty ;  for 
though  we  may  add  greatly  to  the  merit  of 
a  part,  it  is  very  poffible  we  may  fail  in  the 
attempt,  if  we  are  unacquainted  with  tho 
charader  in  its  full  extent  and  fmalleft  mi* 
nutise.  Perhaps  fome  of  my  readers  may 
perufe  with  pleafure  my  obfer\*ations  on 
this  lingular  perfonage,  formed  by  the  cre- 
ative genius  of  Shakefpeare.  Hamlet  is  per- 
petually throwing  ridicule  on  the  old  coun- 
cillor, who,  when  he  talks  to  the  king  or 
queen,  advances  the  moft  ridiculous  and 

fiUy 
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Sly  ciiiags,  yet  when  he  takes  leave  of  his 
foQ  Laertes,  he  gives  him  the  moft  wife 
and  prudent  counfels,  thereby  (hewing  his 
knowledge  of  the  world.  His  children  love 
him  tenderly^  and  bewail  his  death  witli 
the  moft  unfeigned  forrow.   Thus  apparent 
contradidions  originate  entirely  from  the 
want  of  Ikill  in  the  aAors,  who  ufually  give 
the  ridiculous  and  wild  difcourfe  of  the  old 
man  with  a  cold  ferioufncfs,  thus  commit- 
ting the  greateft  of  abfurdities.     He  is  a 
ikilful  and  artful  counier,  who  well  know- 
ing the  unworthinefs  and  duplicity  of  the 
king,   feels  the  danger  of  his  fituation, 
which  he  wiihes  to  relinquifli  without  of- 
fence ;  he  therefore  plays  the  buffoon  in  the 
prcfence  of  the  king  and  queen,  fatiguing 
them    with    ridiculous    bon   mots;    thus 
avoiding  a  ferious  explanation  on  the  ma« 
lady  of  the  young  prince.     He  appears  to 

wifli 
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wi(h  to  be  thought  a  tirefome  chatterer, 
that  in  cafe  the  projcft  of  the  king  to  unite 
Hamlet  with  Ophelia,  his  daughter,  (hould 
fail,  he  might  be  excufed  from  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  underftanding ;   he  adts  uni* 
formly  according  to  the  circumftance  ;  at 
court  all  he  fays  is  folly ;  thus  he  performs 
the  buffoon,  without  being  in  reality  fuch  ; 
and  the  a£kor  (hould  perfedly  underfland 
how  to  diftinguifh  the  affumed  from  the 
real  part  of  his  charaften     In  his  houfe, 
and  in  the  bofom  of  his  family,  his  dif- 
courfe    poffeffes    dignity,    undcrftanding, 
warmth,  and  fenfibility.     The  performance 
of  this  cbarafter  abfolutely  requires  the  ob- 
fervations  I  have  been  making,  and  which, 
if  neglefted,  the  feelings  of  the  audience 
fevolt  at  the  poet  for  facrificing  a  man  of 
fo  little  importance.     It  is  for  his  diffimu- 
lation^  duplicity^  and  timidity,  that  he  is 

punifhed  5 
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pufliflied ;  had  he  been  realty  a  fool,  he 
nevzr  would  have  experienced  the  fate  the 
poet  has  allotted  him. 

This  digreffion  may  prove,  tjiat  we  ought 
never  to  ncgleft  a  part,  however  unimpor- 
tant it  may  appear.  The  higheft  charafters 
arc  painted  in  the  ftrongeft  colours,  and 
arc  frequently  left  difficult  to  perform  than 
finiple  confidants  which  do  not  interefl  us* 
The  firft  infpire  and  animate  by  degrees 
die  aftor,  however  deftitute  he  may  be  of 
fcnfibilitys  the  fpedator,  equally  inflamed 
by  the  paffions  which  he  fees  reprefented, 
IS  not  in  a  ftate  to  judge  whether  he  is  too 
warm,  or  carries  the  refemblance- beyond 
the  bounds  of  probability.  The  confidant, 
on  the  contrary,  muft  not  only  be  a  re- 
fpcftful  hearer,  but  alfo  a  tender  friend ; 
for  a  length  of  time  obliged  to  remain 

filent 
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filent  and  motionlefs^  he  mud  fuddenly 
come  interefted  and  warm  (though  Heaven 
knows  how)  when  the  moment  arrives  tbat 
he  is  to  appear  concerned  for  the  hero ;  the 
critics  deeming  him  unpardonable,  if  he 
appears   lefs  moved  than   the  fpciflators. 
They  never  confider,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
preferve  the  fame  intereft  for  what  wc  have 
fo  often  feen  reprefented,  read,  and  (ludied; 
particularly  when  the  zeal  of  the  aftor  is 
not  encouraged  by  applaufe ;  and  who  ever 
knew  or  heard  a  confidant  applauded  ? 

Heroes  of  the  theatre,  and  ye  critics, 
warm  to  condemn,  pay  fome  little  attention 
to  thefe  flight  obfervations  j  they  are  not 
mine,  but  thofe  of  nature.  How  often 
have  I  (huddered  under  the  abfurd  opinion 
of  pretended  connoifleurs,  who  imagine 
that  they  purchafc  for  three  livres  the  right 

of 
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of  praiiing  or  condemniDg,  according  to 
their  caprice,  both  the  poet  and  aftor  !-^ 
Two  months  after  jjiy  reception  into  the 
company,  I  went  on  the  water  with  a  party 
of  friends;  the  evening  was  finej  our  boat 
and  feveral  others  had  mufic  on  board 
them ;  mirth  changed  the  fimple  entertain- 
ment  we  had  provided  into  the  moft  fump- 
tuous  feaft.  The  moon  reflefted  its  beams 
on  the  water,  rendering  vifible  a  number  of 
fmall  boats  ro>;^ng  on  the  furface.  Friends 
falutcd  as  they  pafled,  and  brother  or  rela* 
tions  called  to  each  other.  Towards  mid- 
night all  the  gondolas  formed  into  a  fqua- 
dron  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  compofing 
a  mirthful  floating  republic ;  for  pafling 
from  boat  to  boat,  we  joined  in  converfa- 
tion»  and  made  agreeable  acquaintance  with 

ftrangcrs,  and  other  people  refident  in  the 
city, 

VOL.  I.  N  In 
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fhe  has  not  fuffered  greatly,"  replied  my 
introducer,  "  but  her  pains  encreafe.  Have 
you  had  the  kindnefs  to  bring  the  necefliiiy 
apparatus  ?"  Here  is  a  miftake,  thought  !» 
this  man  furely  takes  me  for  a  midwife.    It 
may  eafily  be  fuppofed  we  foon  came  to  an 
explanation.    They  had  fcnt  for  a  fkilful 
accoucheur  from  Altena,  who  had  repaired  to 
town  immediately,  but  not   thinking  the 
danger  prefling,  had  gone  to  the  play.  The 
lady  finding  her  •  pain   encreafe    towards 
evening,  fent  the  coach  to  fetch  him  from 
the  theatre.     The  fervant,  in  effeft,  had 
enquired  for,  and  fpoken  to  him  in  the 
crowd,  without  paying  particular  attention 
to  his  perfon,  and  hearing  me  direiftly  after 
enquiring  whether  a  coach  was  not  waiting, 
he  took  me  for  the  difciple  of  ^fcidapius. 
This  was  the  fource  of  the  qui  pro  quo,  which 
had  given  fo  little  fatisfadion  to  both  par- 

ties. 
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tics.  The  good  people,  inftead  of  an  ac 
cmcixHT^  had  fetched  a  ufelefs  aftor,  who 
had  never  performed  a  part  of  that  nature. 
I  found  myfelf  difappointed  of  an  s^eeable 
fupper,  and  the  coach  which  was-  to  take 
me  might  perhaps  be  yet  waiting  at  the 
theatre. 

As  I  did  not  know  the  name  of  the  per- 
fon  who  had  invited  me,  I  determined  to 
return  home.  This  part  of  the  city  was 
quite  unknown  to  me  ;  1  therefore  (Irayed 
into  feveral  bye-ways  and  crofs  couns,  but 
ft  length  met  with  a  man  who  offered  to 
condud  me  the  neareft  road ;  he  walked 
before  me,  and  prefently  Hopped  at  an  old 
banack,  laying,  "  This  is  a  much  nearer 
cut."  He  immediately  opened  a  door, 
which  we  entered  \  a  tall  man,  in  a  brown 
coat,  met  and  accompanied  us  along  the 

N  3  court. 
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court,  without  fpeaking;  at  length  we 
fetched  a  kind  of  ftabic,  through  which 
we  were  to  pa($,  but  had  no  fooner  entered 
it  than  he  locked  us  in.  Fear  feized  me» 
and  encreafed  beyond  all  defcriptipn  when 
I  found  myfelf  in  the  power  of  two  ftrong 
tnen,  who  bound  me  hand  and  foot»  opeoed 
a  trap,  and  dragged  me  into-  a  fubterra- 
neouscave. 

m 

Before  I  comintte  the  recital  of  my  me- 
lancholy  adventure^  I  muft  inform  the 
seader  of  the  condufion  of  the  crying-out^ 
to  which  I  had  been  unfortunately  called^ 
and  alfo  of  the  fopper  to  whidi  I  was  in* 
Tiled.  The  councillor  related  both  to  me 
feme  time  after. 

The  MccoMcbeur  had  walked  to  the  hall  of 
Ac  theatre,  afting,  with  the  utmofl  gravity, 

for 
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(or  the  coach  which  he  had  defired  to  be 
fcDt  for  him.    No  perfon  could  give  him 
anj  information  ;  all  the  carriages  were  de* 
parted  but  one,  which  appertained  to  tht 
coancillcM^y  whofe  fervants  being  ftrangen 
to  my  perfon,  took  the  dodor  for  the  aftor 
Claus,  and  hearing  him  aik  £37  a  coach, 
concluded  they  were  right,  informed  him  it 
was  ready,  opened  the  door^and  he  imme- 
diately leaped  in.  The  company  at  thecoun*- 
cilbr's,  in  the  mean  time,  were  waking  the 
anival  of  the  new  Roicius  with  impatience^ 
The  carriage  flopped  at  the  gate ;  the  doc- 
tor alighted,  the  folding  doors  were  thrown 
c^n,  and  a  tali  thin  man  entered^  drdled 
tn  a  white  peruke,  decorated  with  a  dozea 
of  curls  at  leafl,  a  green  coat,  trimmed 
with  gold  Brandebourgs,  fattin  breeches, 
and  black  filk  flockings. — ^**  I  falute  you, 

■ 

gentlemen  and  ladies,''  faid  he  ;  and  with* 

N4  out 
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OIK  giving  them  time  to  recover  their  fur- 
prize — ^**  I  falute  you  ;  may  I  entreat  to  be 
informed  which  I  may  addrefs'as  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe  ?"  He  was  immediately  point- 
ed out  to  him — "  Sir,"  continued  he,   **  I 
am  infinitely  obliged  by  the  preference  with 
which  you  have  favoured  me;  I  (hall  en- 
deavour to  merit  it  ^  your  fpoufe  is  happily 
young,  (o  that  we  may  hope  the  belt  ^  but 
(hould  any  obftacles  arife,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  being  able  to  overcome  them  ;  nptwith- 
Handing,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  occafion 
for  violent  means  -,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
flatter  myfelf  with  having  the  honor,  before 
to-morrow,  of  prefenting  an  heir  to  your 
embrace."     Unhappily,  the  miftrefs  of  the 
houfe  was  near  iixty,  and  by  no  means  imi- 
tated Sarah,  who  received  a  fimilar  predic- 
tion with  a  fmile;   on  the  contrary,  fhe 
was  terribly  enraged  at  this  difcourfe,  which 

die 
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fhe  looked  on  as  a  trick  played  her  by  fome 
of  the  company » becaufe  (he  had  never  had 
aof  children.  It  was  with  great  difficulty 
ihe  could  be  perfuaded  to  the  contrary,  or 
the  Doftor  prote&ed  againft  her  abufe. 
The  councillor  fent  him  to  the  place  where 
his  affiftance  was  really  neceflary  in  his  car- 
ru^e  i  and  he  fortunately  arrived  in  time 
to  aflBft  the  lady.  This  adventure  was 
S^^y  laughed  at  in  the  city,  while  the 
unfortunate^Claus  was  curfing  his  fate  in  a 
dreary  dungeon.  There  were  alfo  two  more 
vi&ims,  who  had  been  betrayed  by  fisilfc 
pretences  into  this  place  by  the  villainy  of 
Acfc  kidnappers. 


N  5  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

By  what  Means  Peter  is  delivered. 

THIS  new  calamity  was  ne^icr  the 
fruit  of  wickednefii  nor  itoprudence ; 
neither  did  it  perplex  me  for  any  great 
length  of  time*  It  is  (erne  time  novy 
fince  1  have  fpoken  of  my  excellent  fciendi 
Louis  de  Rcyeiberg ;  it  is  but  juft  to  in* 
form  the  reader  of  his  fituatbn»  beibie  I 
come  to  the  derelepement  of  my  onm  ad- 
venture in  the  fuhtcrraneous  dungeon. 
The  friendly  Louis  had  found  himielf  in** 
cumbered  with  (bme  debts  when  he  received 
the  engagement  from  Hamburg ;  they  had 
neceflitated  him  to  zfk  advances^  which 
though  immediately  granted,  made  fuch  a 
delay  in  his  journey,  that  he  only  arrived 

the 
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Ae  dtjr  after  my  unhappy  cataftro  jJie.  His 
M  care  was  to  haftea  to  my  lodgings 
Aere  he  was  mfosmed  that  I  had  been  ab- 
feot  all  night,  an  unconunon  circumftance^ 
having  never  flept  out  befote.  The  faxne 
evening  I  was  to  perform  the  Comrnandiur 
in  the  Pigre  de  FamiHt  of  Diderot^  but  as  I 
did  not  appear  at  the  reheariail,  the  Mana- 
ger defired  me  to  be  fought  aftcF^  No  one 
could  give  any  kformation  concerning  me^ 
hut  that  I  had  not  been  feen  fince  the  even-^ 
ing  before  \  thus  coy  abfence  became  an; 
impenetrable  enigma.  My  friend  Reyer* 
beig  was  particularly  concerned.  I  hadl 
informed  no  perfon  of  my  invkation  to  the 
councillor's.  Thus  it  is  mod  probable  tha( 
they  would  never  have  gained  the  lead  in* 
formation  of  my  unhappy  fate,  had  not 
Heaven  fent  me  a  moft  unexpected  delive* 
xancc 

N  d.  The 
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The  villains,  after  taking  me  into  the 
fubterraneous  prifon,  unbound  me,  bring- 
ing a  fmall  lamp  to  light  them,  by  which  I 
difcovercd  the  full  horror  of  my  dwelling. 
It  was  a  large  apartment,  divided  into  four 
feparatc  parts  by  iron  bars*  Two  of  thefe 
cages  were  occupied  as  well  as  my  own  ; 
each  inclofure  contained  a  fquare  of  eight 
feet,  furnilhed  with  a  heap  of  ftraw  and  a 
little  bench  \  day  never  penetrated  into  this 
infernal  abyfs,  nor  was  it  even  enlightened 
by  the  glimmer  of  a  lamp,  except  at  noon 
and  night,  when  the  villains  brought  our 
food.  The  moft  dreadful  threats  were  made 
to  murder  us,  if  we  made  the  leail  noife ; 
they  likewife  informed  us  we  (hould  be  put 
on  board  of  (hip  in  three  days* 

During  this  dreadful  night,  I  could  not 
clofe  my  eyes  ^  plunged  in  the  moft  gloomy 

defpair, 
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ddpair^  I  pafled  the  time  in  filent  forrow, 
'My  neighbour,  on  the  contrary,  did  not 
bear  his  misfortune  with  fo  much  modera- 
tion, but  continued  venting  oaths  until  he 
vas  almoft  breathlefs;  though  I  was  too 
much  occupied  with  my  own  forrow  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  what  he  (aid.  How- 
ever, an  exclamation  that  efcaped  him  at 
length  forced  me  to  obferve  him.  **  Oh, 
why  did  I  not  rather  ftay  in  the  houfe  of 
correaion!"  He  then  added,  **  Cruel  fa- 
ther, thou  art  revenged !"  From  thefe  and 
fimilar  expreffions,-!  thought  I  recognized 
my  old  comrade ;  his  voice  ftrengthened 
my  fufpicion  ;  I  called  "  Haudntz !"— — • 
"  Who  knows  me  here  ?  Who  called  me 
by  my  name?'*  replied  the  unfortunate 
man. — <Ms  it  really  thee?"  returned  I. 
"  Has  mifery  again  re-united  us?  Ah, 
Haudritz,  do  not  curfe  thy  fate ;  we  but 

meet 
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meet  the  punilhment  we  have  fo  long  de* 
fenred^  for  our  behaviour  at  Bnmfwick. 
But  hov  didft  tliou  fali  into  the  power 
of  thcfe  monfters  ?" — "  Peace,"  replied 
Haudritz^  ^^  thir  h  no.  time  to  moralize,, 
or  recite  adventures ;.  kc  t»  rathec  think  oa 
means  to  elcape  from  hence ;.  if  thou  art  a» 
when  I  fisft  knew  thee,  let  us  re-unite  our 
flrength  and  cunning  to  fbran  a  plan  for 
our  deliverance.  It  is  happy  that  thou  art 
here  ^  our  timid  neighbour  is  good  for  no^ 
thing  y  he  does  aot  even  anfwer  when  in* 
ierr<^tcd*'*' 

Misfortunes  fcrm  the  ffrongeff  connec-^ 
tions  among  mortals ;.  and  we  fuflfer  with 
more  patience  when  we  are  not  alone  ift 
grief.  We  began  to  concert  ferioufly  a. 
plan  for  our  deliverance,  fwearing  to  de- 
lend  ouriblves  to  the  laft  drop  of  our  bloody 

if 
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if  ire  could  noc  find  means  to  e(cape,  rather 
tliao  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  put  on  board  a 
fiiip.  But  why  fatigue  the  reader  wnh  our 
determinationsy  which  the  wifiiom  of  Pro* 
Tideoce  rendered  ufele^,  fuccouring  us  at 
the  very  inftant  when  I  kaft  expeded  it. 
I  pafied  but  twenty-four  hours  in  the  dun* 
geon. 

The  iecond  companion  in  this  misfor* 
tune  was  a  young  merqhant  of  Bremen^  very 
ticb,  whoie  father  in  fending  him  to  Hano^*- 
buig  had  caufed  him  to  be  attended  by  an 
old  &ithful  domeftic,  whom  he  had  pri* 
Wely  enjoined  to  watch  particularly  over 
his  fon.  The  young  man  was  no  fooner 
^vedf  before  a  felf-created  French  cap* 
taiQ^  in  the  fervice  of  the  India  company^ 
formed  an  intimacy  with  him,  leading  him 
into  all  fort  of  fodetks.  Honeft  John  (hook 

his 


l8o  THE  GERMAN 

^is  head,  for  M.  le  Capitaine,  far  from  be- 
ing  CO  his  tafte^  appeared  to  be  fufpicious ; 
fb  that  wheh  he  went  out  with  his  mafter 
he  followed  them  at  a  diftance.     This  offi- 
cer  was  the  chief  of  a  company  of  India 
trepanners ;  and  one  evening,  under  Ibme 
pretence,  drew  the  young  merchant  into 
this  houfe.     The  old  faithful  fervant,  dif- 
guifed  in  a  long  cloak,  had  watched  them 
at  a  diftance.     The  Frenqhman  came  out 
alone,  which  caufed  him  to  take  particular 
notice  of  this  houfe  and  its  lituation.    He 
waited  in  vain  for  the  return  of  his  matter 
for  two  daysy  after  which  he  applied  to  the 
police,  defcribing  the  captain,  who  was  no 
other  than  M.  de  Ventaulair  (if  you  have 
not  guefTed  it  before)  who,  having  renoun- 
ced his  myflic  brethren,  had  engaged  with 
fome  Dutch  kidnappers,  to  go  as  an  B%cnt 
to  Hambuiig,  where  he  had  eflabliftied  this 

infernal 
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infcraal  cavern,  M.  de  Ventaulair  was 
fcizcd  before  he  had  any  fufpicion ;  after 
vAich,  honed  John  conducted  the  police 
to  our  deteftable  abode.     It  was  inftantly 

« 

furrounded  with  foldiers,  fome  of  whom 
made  a  general  (earch,  while  all  the  inha- 
bitants were  confined  in  one  apartment,  the 
landlord  being  obliged  to  point  out  every 
corner  in  his  dwelling« 

Even  in  our  fubterraneous  habitation  we 
heard  the  noife  this  vifit  occaiioned  in  the 
court;  we  thought  it  a  proper  time  to 
m^e  an  outcry  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
threats  of  death,  Haudritz  and  myielf  made 
fuch  a  noife,  that  the  found  reached  the 
yard.  The  foldiers  broke  into  the  ftable, 
found  the  trap,  and  delivered  us.  The 
whole  fet  of  villains  were  feized,  examined, 
*nd  condemned  to  perpetual  chains  and 

labour. 
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labour.  Some  years  after  I  law  my  old 
mafter  and  profeflbr^  in  fetters,  mending 
the  ftreet  ^  I  could  not  refrain  tears  at  the 
rigour  of  his  face ;  but  haftily  turned  my 
eyes  from  the  fight. 

Happy  to  be  thus  reftored  to  fi^cdorof 
our  joy  knew  no  bounds.  Had  it  been  pof- 
fible  to  recall  into  the  heart  of  Haudritz 
any  fcntiment  of  virtue,  doubtlefs  the  laft 
misfortune  would  have  awakened  ferious 
refledtions  on  his  pafl  life.  This  wamiiig 
of  Providence,  however,  ferved  to  foruTy 
me  in  the  refolution  of  never  (Iraying  in  the 
paths  of  vice ;  the  conclufion  of  my  adven- 
tures will  prove  whether  I  was  faithful  to 
my  projcft ;  but  Haudritz  was  become  io 
harfli  and  four  againft  mankind,  that  pu- 
laifliment  and  misfortune  only  tended  to 

liardea  him  in  wickednefs,  and  conBrmi 

h/m 
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him  ifl  guilt,  rendering  him  infenfiUe  to 
tnry  iolutary  impreflioii. 

Efcapcd  from  this  dai^er,  I  ran  to  my 
nunager,  relating  to  him  my  adventure ; 
after  which  Reyerbcrg,  Haudritz,  and  my- 
fclf,  paflcd  the  evening  together.  We  had 
b  many  things  to  (ay,  that  we  chattered  for 
three  hours  beyond  midnight.  I  related  all 
that  had  happened  me  iince  we  parted; 
iad  Haudritz  in  his  turn  began  as  follows* 

•*  You  know  my  fiither  was  unpolite 
enough  to  have  me  flopped  for  a  fum  of  no 
importance.  It  is  true  he  is  a  ferious  old 
put,  that  has  no  notion  of  a  jeft^  for  I  had 
only  forged  a  finall  bill  of  exchange  in  his 
name  at  Brunfwick,  yet  he  took  it  very  fc- 
riouily.  When  I  went  to  receive  the 
amount^  I  was  ieized,  and  confined,  forely 

againft 
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againft  my  will,  in  a  vault,  and  three  days 
after  lodged  gratia  in  the  houfe  of  correc- 
tion.    You  will  readily  believe,   that  the 
good  company  there  were  not  at  all  to  my 
tafte ;  but  too  proud  to  ftoop  to  entreaties, 
I  determined  to  fubmit  to  my  fate;  but 
the  bad  food,  vexation,  and  mephitic  air 
common  to  fuch  places,  threw  me  into  a 
dangerous  illnefs.     My  life  was  defpaired 
of  i  the  generour  phyfician  who  attended 
me  wrote  to  my  father;  a  retura  of  afiec* 
tion  brought  him  to  vifit  me ;  he  gave  me 
the  mod  pathetic  difcourfe,  fpoke  of  par- 
don, and  had  me  moved  to  a  comfortable 
lodging,  where  I  was  foon  out  of  danger. 
His  mercantile  bufinefs  foon  called  him 
home ;  and  being  too  feeble  to  leave  my 
bed  before  his  departure,  he  made  me  fwal- 
low  a  powerful  dofe  •  of  paternal  exhorta- 
tions, the  end  of  which  was,  "  I  truft  that 

fufFerings 


GIL  BLAS.  28^ 

fufieriBgs  have  corre<5):ed,  and  rendered 
thee  prudent ;  in  which  hope,  inftead  of 
ibdiog  thee  back  to  the  houfe  of  correc- 
tion, I  will  have  thee  fetched  home  in  fif* 
teen  days ;  I  have  fixed  on  a  fituation  of 
life,  in  which  being  employed,  it  will  di- 
vert thee  firom  evil  thoughts ;  for  idlenefs 
« the  fource  of  vice."  In  fhort,  there  was 
a  great  deal  more  of  this  le£lure^  which  I 
cannot  at  this  time  recolleft.  However,  I 
was  firmly  determined  not  to  wait  until  the 
time  he  had  appointed ;  but^  if  pof&ble,  to 
avoid  the  flavery  he  was  preparing  for  me. 
1  had  therefore  no  fooner  gained  ftrength 
Efficient  to  walk  about  the  room,  than  I 
feaetly  ftole  out  of  the  houfe,  and  left  the 
city.  I  was  ft  ill  very  weak,  walked  very 
flow ;  and  could  not,  with  my  utmoft  ex- 
ertions, advance  more  than  four  or  five 
leagues  a  day.     Having  but  little  money, 

I  gave 


t96  TH£  GERMAN      . 

I  gave  myrdif  out  for  a  cferk  going  to  feek 
bufinefs  at  Copenhagen,  biit  had  met  witli 
robbers  by  the  way»  and  fince  been  dai^e- 
roufly  ilU    I  need  not  bere  inform  you  of 
my  methods  of  exciting  pity,  A  chamber- 
lain  took  me  into  his  fervice,  employing 
me  to  anfwer  his  correfpo&dence ;  his  wife 
was  young,  handfome,  and  well-made^  biit 
violently  fentimental,    and   giTen  to  co- 
quetry ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  her  capable  of 
com  pleat  infidelity  to  her  fpoufe ;  for  va- 
f  nity  more  frequently  than  conftitunon  in* 
r  fluences  romantic  conduA  in  the  ladies. 
She  was  interefted  in  favour  of  every  man 
who  fympathizcd  with  her ;  the  amiable 
languor  of  her  fine  eyes  charmed  many  a 
^  young  fool,  while  her  affedtation  rendered 
her  ridiculous  to  men  orunderitanding. 
The  poor  hufband  was  the  more  to  be  pi'- 
tied^  as  he  imderftood  little  of  the  tempers 
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of  women,  and  never  £ulcd  to  rub  his  fore* 
head  whenever  a  new  Adonis  paid  his  de- 
voirs to  (he  lady.     The  good  man  ought 
to  have  langhed  at  it ;  for  his  fpoufe,  who 
readily  difcovered  his  uneafineis,  adedas 
all  women  do  on  fuch  occafions,  giving 
him  &e(h  cauie»  by  which  means  (he  held 
him  ever  her  ilave.    On  the  contrary,  had 
he  behaved  with  an  affeffced  difdain,  and    ' 
retaliated  her  conduft,  or  had  he  known 
the  tenors  of  th(^  fendmental  ladies^  he     { 
might  have  faved  him^If  a  great  deal  al 
ufeleis  vexation.    Thefe  fufceptible  beau* 
tiesfeldom  create  durable  paffions^  neither 
do  women  in  general  love  fincerely  -,  their 
natural   inconftancy   makes   it  a  kind  of 
amufement  to  the  heart.    This  game  may^ 
however,  fometimes  lead  us  very  far,  if  we 
We  not  the  art  to  appear  cold  and  indiffe- 
tent  5  thus  prefcrving  ourfelves  from  com- 

pleating 
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pleating  the  folly.    The  chamberlain  look- 
ed on  me  as  a  man  of  no  confequence,  yet 
he  could  not  avoid  fome  emotions  of  jea- 
loufy  on  my   account,    The  lady  loved 
reading;  the  Italian  poets  delighted  her; 
I  read  to  her  in  her  clofet ;  if  flie  praifcd 
my  declamation,  or  at  table  fpoke  with 
pleafure   of  the  fimilarity  of  our  taftes, 
clouds  inftantly  darkened  the  features  of 
y  her  beloved  huiband,  as  he   was   particu- 
,  larly  the  profeffed  enemy  of  books.    All 
this  was  very  difagreeable  to  mc ;  befides, 
you  know  I  am  not  partial  to  the  fex*. 
The  chamberlain  appeared  to  wait  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  get  rid  of  mc ,  I 
determined   therefore   to  be    before-hand 
with  him,  and  afked  my  difmiffion  -,  which 

♦  Peter  CJaiis  is  of  a  different  opinion ;  and  is  &f 
from  giving  belief  to  all  this  fcandol. 

having 
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having  obtained,  by  the  help  of  fbme  pre- 
icDCs  which  he  had  made  me  at  my  depar- 
ture, I  came  here,  with  the  intention  of 
obtaining  fome  little  employment  on  board 
avcflcl  bound  for  India.  A  ftranger  to 
whom  I  applied  took  me  to  the  infernal 
place  we  have  juft  left." 

*'  I  fte,'*  faid  Reyerberg,  "  that  thou 
wilt  never  adt  uprightly,  and  therefore  ad- 
vife  thee  to  adopt  the  plan  which  thou  haft 
formed,  thoy  wilt  find  many  of  thy  fellows 
in  India." — "  What  doft  thou  mean  by  my 
fellows-?"  replied  .  Haudritz. — *'  We  will 
not  difpute  on  a  word,**  anfwered  Louis, 
'*  let  it  fvifEce  that  we  will  fiml  thee  fame 
convenient  fituation  on  board  of  (hip." — 
In  effedt,  we  were  happy  enough  to  re- 
lieve Europe  from  this  ufelefs  burthen. 
The  (hip  on  board  of  which  was  Haudritz 
failed  in  a  week,  though  perhaps  we  may 

VOL.  I.  O  again 
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:!gain  hereafter  meet  with  that  voyager.— 

**  But,"  faid  I,  addrefiing  Louis,  "  where 

is  thy  miftrefs,  thy  angel,  thy  adrefs  ?— 

At  lead  bring  me  acquainted  with  this  ob- 

jedt  of  thy  warmed  wifties." — ^Ah,"  replied 

my  friend,   "  do  not  mention  her  5    the 

faithlefs,  perfidious   woman,  for  whom   I 

entered  this  date,  and  to  whom  I  facrificed 

every  thing,  is  fled  with  a  Dutch  officer. 

—Let  us  think    no    more  of  her;    but 

thou  mud  renew  thy  acquaintance  with 

M.  Brick,  who  fat  fb  melancholy  in  the 

corner  of  the  fal9Dn  at  the  hotel  in  Brunf- 

wick :  he  is  now  an  a6tor,  and  has  played 

with  me  at  Leipfic,^  and  came  to  feek  an 

engagement  in  this  city,  but  has  fallen  fo 

dangcroufly  ill,  that  I  defpair  of  his  life.— 

The  next  day  we  went,  and  found  him 

in  the  delirium  of  a  violent  fever.    We  at- 

tended  him  by  turns  with  the  utmod  aiE- 

duity,  but  his  illnefs  increafed  daily  ^  on 

the 
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the  laft  night,  before  he  clofed  his  eyes  fot 

ever,  he  pointed  to  a  fealed  packet, on  the 

table,  iayiog,  in  a  f;unt  and  dying  voice, 

"  Thofe  are  papers  of  confequence;  nor 

ao  I  otherwife  requite  your  care  than  by 

bequeathing  them   to  you — You  wiM  be 

furprized  when  you  open  them  after  my 

death.'*     The  moment  after  he  expired  in 

my  arms. 

This  happened  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 

Auguft,  at  three  in  the  morning,  and  my 

prefence  being  no  longer  ferviceable,  I  left 

the  cold  remains  of  M.  Brick,  taking  with 

me  the  packet,  intending  to  repair  immo* 

diately  to  Reyerberg,  and  inform  him  of 

this  melancholy  news.   But  what  happened 

to  me  by  the  way  is  of  fo  extraordinary  a 

nature,  that  I  referve  it  for  the  fecond  part 

of  my  adventures. 

This 
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This  event  has  Co  fabulous  an  appez^r- 
ance,  that  I  alnioft  fear  to  relate  it ;  I  was 
miflaken  for  another ;  but  that  has  ha.p- 

s 

§ 

pened  fo  often,  that  probably  it  may  be 
treated  as  improbable ;  notwithftanding,  X 
confcnt  to  be  polled  in  the  Gazette,  if  it 

is  not  ftrictly  true. 

Whether  there  are  men  deftined  to  meet 
extraordinary  adventures,  or  whether  my 
filatures  are  of  tlxat  doubtful  caft,  that  every 
one  finds  in  thfem  what  they  feek,  I  caanot 
tell — But  be  it' as  it  may,  I  had  not  readied 
halfway  down  the  ftreet,  when  a  coach 

r 

flopped  fuddenly  by  me.  Two  men  jump- 
ed out.  The  fe; vant  leaped  from  behind  ; 
they  fcized  me,  exclaiming,  "  We  have 
caught  him  at  laft,"  forced  me  into  the 
coach,  and  departed  with  the  utmoft  fpeed* 
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CHAP.  I. 

Prom  whence  arofe  the  Error t  which  oceqfioned 
a  new  Adventure  to  the  unfortunate  Peter, 

m 

T^HE  numerous  readers,  (though  I 
-*•  dztc  even  hope  they  will  be  innu- 
raerable)  the  numerous  readers  therefore 
of  the  firfl  part  of  my  hjftory,  will  pleafc 
to  recoUeft  the  terrible  event  which  I  re^ 
bted  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  chapter, 
aad  which  happened  on  the  27th  of  Au- 
guft,  1 776,  at  three  o'clock  ir  the  morn- 

•  *  ^ 

iRg.     Quitting  the  cold  remains  of  my 
VOL.  n.        -  B  friend 
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ffkfid  ftptek^  ttnd  caking  with  me  tbe  ha^ 
portant  packet  which  he  bequeathed  me,  I 
was  going  to  Louis  de  Reyerberg,  but  was 
feized  and  ibrced  into  a  carriafe;    With- 
out doubt  this  new  adventure  will  cauic  a 
great  deal  of  Inquietude  among  At  lively 
and  generous,  that  are  any  way  interefted 
in  my  happine&.     They  muft  per  force 
have  trembled,  nay^  loll  much  of  their 
tranquility,  on  being  apprized  of  the  alarm 
and  violence  I  fuftained ;  for  he  muft  be  a 
very  4^41  autfoof  ifideed  lAo  cannof,  in 
fomte  meafuF^,  kafff^  his  reader  in  ve* 
c^UBtiBg  the  various  tncidents  of  his  pro^ 
pei  hiflory.    Aftiied  of  this,  I  conciouc 
my  lecital  with  eouragje^  asd  witbodxt  in- 
troducing my  Miork  with  an  humble  pre* 
face,  excii6ng  the  imperfeAioos  of  the  firft 
volwiie,  or  iiumbly  aflung  pardoB ;  for  I 
de%ifti  low  gFovellii^  maftnecs*  nor  have  I 

ever 
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ever  refolatiQa  to  penife  z  book  that  £uiU 
ioiog)y  implores  the  indulgmt  eompaffioa 
of  the  reader.  It  is  alone  fuitabk  to  the 
pA  (^  a  bad  author^  who  produces  matter 
imwortby  notice,  and  yet  bjr  a  mifplaced 
madefty  zSsSts  an  excufei  I,  on  die  con* 
tnnry^  boldly  recommend  the  hiflory  of 
Feter  Chus  as  ah  inHruftive  and  amnfing 
voriu  Both  my  hopes  and  my  wiflies  in^^ 
dme  me  to  bd&evt,  that  the  pubUc  will  be 
preffiog  to  learn  the  reft  of  my  adventures^ 
wiliii^thereforDvto  fatisfy  their  ctfrioficy,  I 
ha&en  to  inform  them  of  the  future  events 
of  my  lii 


But  for  the  better  under  (banding  the  orl» 
^  of  my  bft  adventure,  it  may  be  necef* 
fary  to  take  the  hiftory  a  fitde  back,  and 
iafbrm  the  reader,  that  intendii^  to  pafs 
the  ni^  wkh  Mr.  Brick^  I  faad.die  pre-* 

B  z  caution 
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caution  to  go  into  a.  tavern,  and  take  s 
light  fupper,  with  a  bottle  of  wine,  to  en- 
able me  to  bear  the  &tigue  which  priva* 
tion  of  reft  might  occafion.    Wlien  I  en- 
tered, tliere  was  no  one  in  the  room.  Soon 
after  a  man  of  my  own  age  (that  is  to  iky 
thirty-fix  or  thirty-feven)  entered  the  apart* 
ment.     As  I  am  of  a  focial  difpofition,  I 
was  not  backward  in  beginning  a  converia* 
tion  with  him :  his  exterior  denoted  the 
man  of  fiafliion ;  his  coat  was  of  yellow  filk, 
with  embroidered  filver  botions ;  a  waift- 
coat  of  filver  tiflue,  and  a  large  beaver  hat ; 
the  buckles  of  his  (hoes  were  fqaare,  and 
not  unfit  for  harnefs,  at  lead  if  we  may 
judge  from  their  fize.     In  a  word,  he  w'as 
a  man  to  whom  the  whole  world  would 
iave  taken  off  their  hats,  if  we  except  thofe 
fciit  maitres  who  never  wear  them  but  un- 
der their  arm.  The  finenefs  of  the  weather^ 

the 
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the  fcafon,  the  news  both  relative  to  peace 
and  war,  the  theatre,  Mr.  Goetze,  the 
iicad  of  the  clergy  of  Hamburg,  toleration, 
and  a  great  deal  of  the  (ame  common  place, 
ferved  me  as  an  introduftion  to  converia- 
tion ;  but  his  anfwers  were  (hort,  abfent, 
and  confufed ;  at  the  (ame  time  walking 
with  a  quick  but  difturbed  pace  about  the 
loom,  wringing  his  hands,  yet  Teeming  to 
wiih  to  conceal  the  ilrong  inquietude  with 
which  his  very  (bul  appeared  agitated*  la 
about  half  an  hour  after  his  arrival,  the  boy 
of  the  hotel  brought  him  a  letter,  which  he 
had  barely  run  over,  when  his  agitation 
feemed  to  redouble ;  he  beat  his  head,  ran 
about  like  one  poffefled,  flopped  fliort,  re« 
oewed  his  race,  fuddenly  approaching  me, 
ibea  as  quickly  retiring  ;  in  fine,  his  fitua« 
tion  became  truly  alarming,  and  excited 
pity. 

B  3  Compaflioa 
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Compa^a  and   kiadoefe  were  at  all 
tinaes  omongft  my  cardidal  Tirtucss  find 
nott¥ichftanduig»  chough  I  poflefled  an  ex* 
ceflive  curk^cy  for  excraordbtry  advwb- 
turc$,  ic  was  joined  with  a  define  to  affift 
the  uafortuwtei  I  eherdbrc  appm^cbed 
the  (bangtif,  loek  hki  by  the  hand*  aad 
&td,  <<  Sir»  you  iq^pear  unkappy^  can  i 
be  fervieedbfe  ?  Yoo  may  cxphm  thecattie 
wiihout  &ar  of  beuaig  betrayed;  I  am  not 
infeniibte  to  the  misfortiines  of  odicrsi  I 
h)ve  CO  render  affiftaaoa  where  I  can.**  Into 
moveable  with  iurpri»»  he  fixed  his  eyes 
on  mine,  as  if  to  diicover  the  fincerity  of 
my  profeflions,  Havbg  for  fome  time  kept 
filenee,  he  at  length  interrupted  it  by  thefe 
VK>Kk.    -^^  I  am  indeed  under  very  giem 
embariafliQent ;  you  amy  render  me  a  very 
inqmtam  fenrice ;  but  ktaogex  as  I  am  to 
you,  how  can  I  intreat  affiftance  ?  Yet  it 

win 
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wUl  neidier  coft  you  niofiey,  ncr  fnoch 
(roubk^'Up. •«  Even  though  it  were  to  kA, 
pecuniary  afliftaace,  fpeak  boldly/'  replied 
L    The  (ifanger  anfwercd,  "  My  hiftofy 
is  coo  \oog,  too  com{^catcd^  and  my  mind 
too  much  agitated  to  make  the  recital  at 
this  time;  let  it  fuf&ce,  I  am  perfecuted 
chough  iimocenty    clofely  watched,    and 
cfeiy  art  uled  to  forprize  me ;  without 
friends,  nay,  erefi  without  acquaintance,  I 
am  obliged  lo  quit  Hamburg  immedia^^ 
to  avoid  the  fiiafes  of  my  enemies.    iThrs 
anonymous  letief  adviies  tne  of  the  tlhmget 
to  which  I  am  expofed  by  a  longer  fhy^ 
i  dsnt  not  fliew  myielf  in  the  ftreet :  the 
night  is  yet  dillaat,  my  cloaths  would  be^ 
tnqr  me ;  if  you  will  change  youi's  wit^ 
nl^— **    •«  Sir,"*  fiud  I,  eautiouUy,  rccoK 
iefting  my  adtrenture  in  the  wood  of  Wol« 
fenbutde  with  the  Count  di  FMdim,  '*Str, 

B  4  this 
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this  is  too  delicate  and  dangerous/'  *'  Hovr 
is  that,  my  dear  Sir  ?"  cried  he,  in  a  pref- 
fing  manner,  "  fuppofe  you    fliould  even 
be  accoftcdand  queftioned,   your  perfon  is 
in  lafcty ;  you  have  no  ill  to   fear  ^  I  have 
commited  no  crime;  therefore    the   error 
c^not  laft,  as  they  muft  difcover  that  you 
are  not  the  'perfon  they  fcek  ;  nay,   more, 
you  may  remain   here  till   dark.     Your 
brown  doaths  and  great  coat  will  fave  me 
from  the  purfuit  of  the  moment^  and  I 
Ihall  be  able  to  reach  a  veflel,  the  captain 
of  which  will  give  me  an  afylum  i  to-mor- 
row early  I  will  fet  off  for  Holland  ;  you 
will  lofe  nothing  by  the  exchange^  and  the 
confequence  cannot  be  prejudicial  to  yoti. 
your  features    befpeak    humanity — ^have 
pity,  and  fave  me — never  will  I  forget  the 
obligation."      «*  Well,"  thought  I,  •*  i^ 
hana  can  fur^ly  come  from  it^^  I  run  no 

riik> 
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rii,  if  I  ftay  here  until  about  ten  at  night; 

befides,  as  it  is  but  a  (hort  diAarice  from 
my  friend  BricL*s,  before  I  leave  him,  I 
I  can  cake  the  precaudon  to  change  my 
doacfas« 

!  No  fooner  laid  dian  done ;  we  changed 
doaths;  the  ftranger  then  embraced  me, 
exprefling  his  gratitude  in  the  moft  fenfible 
and  moving  terms ;  after  which,  wxapping 
himfelf  up  in  the  great  coat*  and  conceal- 
ing his  £u:e  with  my  round  hat,  he  ieft  me; 

Here  again  was  one  of  «my  accufiomed 
impnidencies.  "  Who  knows,'*  laid « I, 
after  his  departure^  '^what  black  crime 
he  has  been  guilty  of;  but  no  matter^-^ 
boy  bring  me  f<»ne  winel^  Thefe  doajdis 
are  much  better  thaa.miney  and  fit  ,m&  as 
well  as  though  I  had  been  meafured  for 

B5  them/* 
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dkeat**  The  fioguluitjr  of  diis  advent3zie 
channcdme;  andpeifoftfy  free  from  in* 
qqietudei  I  wallud  up  and  dcvwn  die  room 
wkh  vtBf  mm  besrar  hsr  oiu  While  I  was 
thus  employed,  two  men  entered  the  lOom, 
Airveyed  me  attendvely,  and  retired.  They 
Wfie  nb  dpubi  dbe  fione,  who  afieiwards 
aguoft  my  will  procuitd  me  a  ride  in  their 
eoadw  dmigk  it  was  aot  fi>  Icng  a  one  as 
iSux  D«ke  of  CottckDd*s  adver^  ezpe* 
licKed;  ftnr  bt  vaa  jiAed  aboot  die  vaft 
caq>iie  d  Hwflfai  fiar  so  kfi  a  teim  than 
eight  years.  I  left  the  tavern,  and  repaired 
miionrfiftrrt  about  tea  of clvcfc  od  xasf  ick 
ftieod.  Doobtkfs  dm  ereniog  wu  not  hx 
tnoagh  ad«nccd  for  tUr  deigDed  pvrpofe. 
DcathL  deptived  qie  of  hnn  drnt  night  t 
htf  grief  «n  this  melancholy  occa£an»  fo 
im  (ufpcncfed  n^  thinking  ftoshic^  that  I 
^ttfli  d»  apamete  cf  the  ikcenfed  in 

the 
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die  habiliments  of  the  ftrai^er^  whofe  pur« 
filers  doubtlefs  had  clolely  watched  me; 
ibr  I  had  fcarcely  pafled  the  threfliold  of 
die  door  befoie  I  fell  into  their  hands,  their 
coach  at  the  £une  lime  ftoppk^g  nearly  op- 
poGteme. 


B  6  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  n. 

Aftr  ias  fbe  wuxpeQed  Happnefs  of  entering 
.     .  4he- Take  of  Hymen. 

I  WAS  far  firom  monnting  the  vehicle 
with  a  good  grace ;  on  the  contrary,  I  '  | 
cppofed  my  adverfaries,  Enaking  all  the  re- 
ilftance  my  conftcrnation  would  allow  ^  at  ^  j 
length,  de(pairing  of  fuccefs',  I  found  my- 
lelf  in  their  power,  it  being  in  vain  to  com- 
bat  with  fiiperior  force*  On  their  feizing 
me,  one  of  them  pfefented  the  point .  of  a 
fwoid  to  my  breaft,  menacing  me  with  in-  I 

ftant  death,  if  I  moved,  or  offered  to  cry 
out,  whilft  another  behind  me  confined  my 
arms^  fo  that  every  effort  was  vain^  efpe- 
cially  as  the  whole  neighbourhood  were  in 
a  profound  lleep,  and  the  ilreet  quite  pri- 
vate. 
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irate  **  What  ri£k  do  I  run/'  thoughc  I  j 
tbey  will  prefendy  difcovec  their  error »  as 
without  doubt  they  know  the  man  they 
have  taken  this  trouble  for,  and  fuppofe 
me  to  be  the  perfon ;  I  have  therefore  only, 
to  inform  them  how  I  came  by  thcfc  cloaths^ 
and  tbey  will  immediately  grant  me  my  li<- 
bercy/*  Ncvcrthelefs,'  I  determined  not  to 
have  recourfe  to  this  difcovery  till  fome 
time  was  clapfed,  in  order  to  give  ihe 
ftrangex  the  better  opportunity  of  efcaping. 

The  coach  travelled  at  a  great :  ate ;  aivd 
"being  recovered  from  my  fright,  I  atten* 
dvely  furveyed  my  company  ;  one  of  them 
appeared  a  Dutch  officer,  the  other  a  mer* 
chant.  ^  "  Sir/'  faid  the  laft,  **  you  little 
cxpeAed,  I  believe,  that  the  family  you 
have  outraged,  and  di(honoured  by  your 
bafe  proceedings,  fhould  purfue  you  hither 

«  from 
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from  die  extreme  Iknits  of  Lhronla,  or  that 
youlhoald  find  M  Hambuig  hearts  diac 
ioieieft  dien^lves  ia  their  behal£.  What ! 
CO  fedace  mAotence  i  carry  diflioooor  into 
an  opulent  and  diftii^uiflied  &mil3F-— <ori» 
xupt  the  virtue  oi  the  dau^ter !  and  after 
diis  to  withdraw  privately  like  a  thief  in 
Ae  ni^ty  abandon  her  thus  difiionouied 
flo  ^  fury  of  an  incenfed  and  inconibkble 
parent,  and  what  increafes  the  horror  of  the 
whole  is  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  his 
daughter.  Tell  me.  Sir,  are  not  thefe  ac- 
Qons  at  which  you  ought  to  bhilhj  nay, 
even  to  fink  with  (hame  and  confuCon  y* 
**  Butj  Sir,**  rcfdied  I,  **  look  at  me ;  can 
yoQ  reaBy  fuppofe  me  capable  of  (iich  atro* 
cious  crioi^  ?  If  1  had  diought  you  pur-* 
filed  a  man  fo  criminal,  I  would  never  have 
ccaftnted  tt>  wear  his  habifimeftts.'*-«r* 
^  Long  harangues  are  of  no  avails"  le* 

plied 
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plied  the  officer ;   ^  can  you  deny  the 

BAr^''  Without  doubt  I  can,"  icplied 

i;  *'  I  am  not  the  olgcft  of  jroor  purfiiit.*^ 

**  Iliis  is  an  unh^ud-of  iniblence/'  ctied 

.d)e  merchant ;  ^^  do  not  think,  thoi^h  you 

are  a  (banger,  that  your  perfon  is  unknown 

to  us.    Ko,  Sir,  yod  hare  been  too  accu^^ 

latdy  deicribed,  and  too  c\o{dy  watched 

for  fevtnd  dap,  for  us  to  &11  into  any  er^ 

lor  on  your  account-^^Was  you  not  at  thd 

t&fern  lad  night,  dre£^d  a$  you  are  to-day  3 

Did  we  not  fee  you  with  our  own  eyes } 

And  have  you  not  pafled  the  night  in  a 

houfe  belonging  to  a  fbap-mercbant,  the 

conirr  of  ♦**-ftrcer?.  Deny  it  if  you  can 

-—but  why  do  I  aft:  idle  queftions ;  you 

aie  going  to  fpeak  to  a  perfon  that  knows 

you  but  too  well ;  and  on  whom,  if  you 

hsieany  iemiment  of  hoaour  remaining, 

yoQ  cannot  look  without  blufliing. 

At 
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'    At  this  inftant  the  coach  flopped  i  wc 
got  out,  and  afcended  the  firft  fioor  of  a 
handfome  houfe ;  my  conduftor  took  me 
into .  an  anti-chamber,    where  a  man  in 
peach-coloured  cloaths  received  us  very  po- 
litely.     '*  Vidory  \    viftory  P'    cried   the 
Captain,  *'we  have  taken  our  fugitive; 
here  is  our  prifoner^  I  hope  all  will  go 
well ;  but  the  unfortunate  lady — how  is  (he 
to  day,  Doftor  ?" — "  The  time  of  her  de* 
livery  is  near,*'  replied  the  difciple  of  Mf- 
culapius ;  '*  but   ihe  is  exceflively  .weak ; 
Heaven  knows  whether  (be.wi)l  be  able  to 
bear,  her  '{ufferings---I  defpair  of  her  life,, 
unlefs  the  fatisfadion  arifing  from  having 
l>er  honour  redored  (hodd,  in  romQ:mi:a- 
fure,  revive  her  almoft  exhauflbed  fpirics ; 
for  (be  has  been  delirious  all  night," ■  .  ■ 
V  See,"  (aid  the  merchant,  ^Mmptudeot 
young  man,  this  is  your  works  pcay,  doc- 
tor. 
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-(or,  have  you  taken  care  to  provide  a  cler- 
g)'man  ?" — ^*  Yes,"  replied  the  acrotulvury 
**  be  is  at  this  moment  endeavouring  to 
admiaifler  confolation  to  the  young  lady/' 

r 

t 

Surprize  rendered  me  motionlefs ;  it  was 
iX)w  advifed  by  the  phyltcian,  that  to  pre« 
vent  too  much  furprize,  the  pried  ihould 
be  called  out,  and  commiffioned  to  ac* 
quaint  the  lady  of  the  arrival  of  her  perfi^ 
dious  lover.  This  counfel  was  followediL 
As  for  the  part  I  had  to  adt,  it  was  of  the 
truly  tragi-comic  kind. 

*•  Sir,"  faid  the  merchant  to  the  prieft; 
^*  pemfe  thefe  papers ;  here  is  the  confent 
of  the  father  of  the  lady;  he  authorities  us 
to  unite  his  daughter  with  het  faithlefs-  lo^ 
ver,  if  fhe  is  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with 
him ',  and  here  alfo  is  full  power  from  the 

father 
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hshcT  of  die  feducer,  which  enjoins  us  t^ 
fend  his  ion  to  India,  if  he  refuies  to  ef&ce 
by  a  legitimate  um<m,  the  Ihame  he  ha^ 
brought  on  die  family  of  Meinhardt;^* 
then  gave  both  writings  to  the  holy  man^ 
laying,  **  It  now  only  remains  to  prepare 
witheautioa  the  unfortunate  youiig  lady 
fix  the  important  (lep  (be  is  about  to  take  ^ 
flamety,  the  being  uniied  by  the  moft  in« 
diiblubk  bonds  to  the  man  that  has  be* 
Clayed  hen  I  fuppofe  you  win  noi  delay, 
but  confecrate  their  nuptiab  imcnediatdy.^ 

Without  doubt,'^   replied    the  pried; 

what  joy  !  what  fatisfadion  to  the  poor 
ladyt^'  Then  addrefling  me^  he  added, 
^^  TiifliAg  and  unjuft  man,  look  into  your 
own  heaftj  the  meafore  of  your  crimes  is 
compleat.  In  what  manner  woidd  you  en* 
deavour  to  exculpate  yourfi^,  if  the  Su- 
preme Judge^ .  to  puniih  your  culpable 

Ughtnefsj 
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lightacfs,  inftead  of  psurdon  was  to  pro-i 
nouflcc  againft  you  the  maledi^ions  be« 
ilowcd  on  Sodom  and  Gomcrraby  upon 
Koiab,  Dathan,  and  Abiram ;  bqt  I  remit 
your  fate  to  that  infinite  mercy  from  whofe 
bounty  alone  yoii  can  hope  ibr  forgivenefs^ 
and  hafte  to  rejoin  the  (bnowful  viftim  of 
jrour  aitfiil  frduftion^  ivbo  h  at  pftfent 
otrerwhelined  wid&  tb*  potgnancy  of  be^ 
fttflbiop.'' 

At.thde  words  he  letumed  to  the  lady. 
A  bnger  filence  might  have  proved  fataK 
<<  Is  the  name  of  Heaven,**  cried  I» 
^'  Gendemen,  voochfirfe  to  hear  me.  1 
am  Boc  the  culprit  you  take  me  for----'' 
^'  Peaces  peace,  my  friend/*  cried  die  ofS*^ 
cer,  ^  there  is  no  alternative;  marry  xbd  . 
lady,  or  go  to  Indk ;  which  do  you  pre^ 
fay*^*  WcU  then,  if  it  mud  be  fo,  ! 

confcnt,** 
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confent/*  replied  I,  *'  but  you  will  fee  the 
fu  I  prize  and  anger  of  the  fedy,  when  She 
learns  that  you  have  united  her  to  ja^maa 
totally  unknown  tQ  her.*' 

The  prieft  having  acquitted  bimfelf  q( 
Lis  commiflion,  opened  iche  door  of  an  in- 
Ber  apartment j  and  (bid  me  eater.    The 
curtains  belonging  to  the  lady's  bed,  who 
was  fliortly  expcfted  to  become  a.  mother 
were  drawn,  and  the  blinds   clofc  (hut; 
yet  there  was'  iigljt  cnoligh.  in  the  aptrt- 
menc  for  her  to  have  difcovcRd  that  I  was 
not  her  lover,  had  (he  not  been  ddiiiou$. 
^  Perfidious,  ungrateful  maa  l"  did  (he } 
but  no,  '^  thou  wafl:  ever  feithfiil  i  the  ftaf 
Qf  not  obuining  the  conieot  of  xnf.fKtena 
to  our  union  caufed  thee  to  fly !  Ob,  my 

dear  Charles,  with  what  fdrrow  haft  tiiou 

» 

smbinercd  xhe  days  of  tby  Julia ;  wtt«n»  to 

her 
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W  arms."    The  reft  of  her  di{c:»ur(e  was 
tmittly  without  connexion,    though   Ihc 
ttJicd  a  great  deal.     "  You  exhauft  your 
Spirits,"    laid   the*  phyfician,   interrupting 
her,  "  which  are  fo  neceflary  to  fupport 
your  pains — but  let  us  now  hafte  to  tie 
the  &acd  bands." 
« 
''  WcD,  Mr-  Van  Haftendonk/*  replied 
Ac  merchant   ironically,   •"  well.  Sir,  the. 
Wy  miftakes  your  perfon   likewife;  will 
you  immediately   confcnt  to  receive  the 
fluptial  benedidion  ?  or  do  you  prefer  a' 
^yagc  to   the  Indies  ?"— Surprize  for  a 
time  made  me  dumb ;  atlaft  Ifaid,  ^'Surely 
never  has  any  man  experienced  fuch  ftrange 
cmharraffments  as  have  attended  me,  even 
from  my  extreme  youth,  yet  a  propitious 
i&te  has  guided  me  through  them,  and  will 
nor  abandon  me  in  this  dilemma ;  therefore 

difpole 
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have  therefore  nothing  more  to  do  but 
throw  yourfelf  at  his  feet,  exprefs  your  re- 
pentance, aiid  yoti  are  fure  of  obtaining 
jpardon/* 

In  vain  I  begged  a  delay  of  a  few  hours 
to  fettle  my  affairs,  intending,  if  poffible, 
to  acquaint  my  friends,  and  obtain  their 
afliftance,  but  all  -efibrt  to  move  him  was 
inefiefhial. 

"  Your  father,"  faid.he,  ^*  has  reoarttcd 
money  .enough  for  the  occafion,  and  I  viil 
fumifli  you  with  the  neceflary  linen  and 
cioaths,  fo  that  there  is  nothing  to  flop  us." 
"  Be  it  fo,*'  replied  I,  in  a  tone  half  gayi 
half  melancholy,  **  the  world  is  a  theatre 
on  which  the  mod  whimfical  and  ridiculous 
events  are  continually  rcprefenting ;  but 
time  will  clear  up  every  thiiig;  I  am  ready 

tt 
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xo  follow  you ;  for  it  is  ufelds  to  ftruggie 
againil  fetters,  when  we  are  already  en- 
chainecL  I  therefore  am  all  (ubmifEon.** 
Little  prepaiadoA  being  wanted^  we  im«- 
•embarked,  and  fet  fail  foe  Holland  at  nine 
o^dock  in  the  momir^* 


VOL.  II.  C  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IIL 

jf  Sea  Voyage — Veter  recolkBs  the  Manufcrift 
of  Mr.  Brickr-^Jinds  it  in  bis  Pocket — 
breaks  the  Scaly  and  begim  to  read, 

TT  TPON  the  whole,  the  captain,  whofc 
*^    prifoner  I  had  the  honor  to  be,  was 
an  excellent  man ;  rough,  hardy,  and  but 
little  polifhed,  like  the  major  part  of  the 
navy  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  kind,  fenfible, 
and  of  a  found  judgment ;  very  fbciable, 
gay,  and  humane,  yet  without  appearing 
fo ;  he  had  not  read  much,  but  I  believe 
it  poifible  to  poiTefs  underftanding^  without 
ftudying  the  thoughts  or  opinions  of  othen ; 
nor  did  I   ever  hear  him  talk  much  of 
books,  fome  few  voyages  excepted  ;  thefc 
he  quoted  whenever  any   fpecies  of  litera- 
ture 
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tore  was  mentioned ;  neverthelefs,  his  judg* 
fljenr  appeared  to  be  juft.  "  Sherlock," 
kid  he,  "  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  his 
mtion,  is  a  vile  adulator,  praifing  indif- 
Cfirainately  every  houfe  where  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  table,  and  deifying  every, 
prince  that  received  him  gracioufly.  The 
dcfcription  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of 
thofc  nations  Moore  treats  of,  comprehends 
nothing  but  a  number  of  fatirical  anec- 
dotes, frequently  erroneous,  for  the  moft 
part  collefted  in  alehoufes,  and  in  the  com- 
pany of  women  of  loofe  charafter,  with  a 
number  of  infignificant  trifles  as  devoid  of 
information  as  of  underftanding.  .  This 
great  Mentor  had  better  been  Clent ;  but 
the  inimitable  Brydone  is  an  hiftorian  I 
eftcem  and  reverence."  The  reft  of  my  fel- 
low-travellers prefented^  a  variety  of  whim- 
fical  oddities.  A  young  phyfician  returning 

C  2  to 
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to*  his  ftudies  at  Leyden  buHly  employed 
idl  his  journey  la  making  verfes.  A  female 
linger,  who,  with  harmonious  accents,  in- 
tended to  charai  the  phlegmatic  Holland- 
ers»  in  exchange  for  which  (he  hoped  ta 
reap  a  golden  harveft.  A  Proteftanc  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  Holy  Gofpel  fmoakedfrom 
jQoming  till  ni^,  and  talked  nothing  but 
politics.  Two  young  merchants,  infiip- 
portable  from  their  fbpperyt  ^md  unequalled 
io  inColence ;  they  were  citizens  of  a  free 
town  of  the  empiie,  perfeAly  fmitten  with 
their  own  meiit,  enchanted  with  their  own 
figures,  aXid  vainly  proud  of  their  parents 
wealth.    . 

To  thefe  we  muft  add  a  German  Calvi- 
nift  clergyman,  who  was  going  to  Holland 
20  engage  pious,  charitable,  ambitious,  and 
bigoted  fouls,  to  empty  their  puries  for 

the 
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the  righteous  purpofe  of  ercding  in  his  vil* 
lagc  a  building  where  he  might  with  impu* 
nity  preach  his  follies.  Thefe  were  our 
principal  fdlow  travellers.  We  £bon  be- 
came acquainted,  and^  were  quite  amicable. 
The  weather  was  aUb  fine,  and  the  wind 
Avourable  the  firft  day, 

I  had  never  been  at  iea  before  ;  and  the 
better  to  contemplate  the  beautiful  fcene 
before  me,  and  that  I  might  enjoy  it  free 
from  inquietude,  I  refolved  to  banifti  from 
my  remembrance  every  difagrecable  idea> 
determined  likewife  no  longer  to  endeavour 
the  undeceiving  my  officer,  in  regard  to 

m 

my  not  being  Mr.  Van  Haftendonk. — 
"  Why,"  thought  I,  *^  (hould  I  not  let 
them  remain  in  their  error,  and  profit  by  the 
occafion  to  fee  Holland  free  from  expence  ? 
When  I  arrive,  they  will  conduft  me  to 

C  3  '         okl 
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old  Mr.  Van  Haftendonk,  who  muft  im- 
mediately perceive  the  miftakc,  make  a 
thouland  excufes,  and  load  me  with  inni> 
merable  prefents.  I  furrendcr  my  wife  to 
the  true  father  of  the  child ;  fo  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  manners  of  the  great,  I  Oiall 
have  only  officiated  as  a  proxy."  Thcfe  re- 
fleflions  reftored  my  gaiety,  which  was  yet 
more  augmented  by  the  fuppofition  that 
the  young  Haftendonk  would  arrive  at 
Amfterdam  before  us,  he  having  departed 
very  early  in  the  morning ;  and  by  the  aid 
of  our  glafles,  we  in  eflfcdt  difcovered  a 
Ycflcl  which  had  far  preceded  us,  and  was 
now  in  full  fail. 

Having  thus  efiabllfhed  a  fyftera  of 
conduft,  I  laid  me  down  to  fleep  with 
great  tranquility ;  ^vhen  I  arofe  next  morn- 
ing, the  fun  was  obfcurcd  with  clouds, 

che 
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the  wind  was  contrary,  and  blew  with  vio- 
lence, which  much  impeded  our  way ;  nor 
was  this  die  only  evil;  the  good  humour 
of  the  paflengers  appeared  proportionably 
clouded  as  the  weather  became  more  gloomy 
lod  dlfagrecable. 

"  I  wi(h  I  had  a  book,"  faid  I,  *'  the 
fociety  of  the  veflel  is  become  dull ;  and  I 
Should  like  to  read — And  what  hinders  me 
from  enjoying  that  fatisfadion  ? — Have 
not  I  got  the  valued  remembrance  of  my 
friend  Brick  with  me."  |n  changing  my 
drefs  for  the  voyage,  I  took  care  not  to 
leave  it  behind,  though  the  hurry  of  em- 
barkation, and  the  company  in  the  veflel 
had  till  this  time  occafioned  me  to  forget 
it-  I  had  not  even  opened  it ;  the  fcals 
were  entire. 

C  4  *•  Diving 
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^^  Divine  manufcript,"  faid  I,  fo  | broke 
the  ieals,  '^  what  new  knowledge  art  thou 
going  to  communicate?** — With  the  ut- 
moft  eagernefs  I  tore  off  the  covering.  And 
began  to  read  what  is  contained  in  the 
next  chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Bfginmn^  ofibe  Manufcript'^^A  violent  Tem^ 
feft  drives  the  Ship  on  the  Coaft  of  Den* 
mark. 


"  Narrative  of  the  Adventures  of  Cbriftopber 
Henry  Brickj    after  bis  Departure  from 

Bnmfivick, 

•*  TJ  ESOLVED  to  dedicate  the  few 
-■"^  hours  that  I  app^ently  have  to 
iiTe  to  thofe  friends  who*"  have  attended 
me  with  fuch  generous  care  during  my  ill- 
nefs,  I  leave  them  my  important  obierva- 
tioHs.  If  they  place  them  in  proper  hands, 
infinite  advantage  may  refult  to  themfeivcs 
and  all  Europe.  It  contains  a  defcription 
of  fome  unknown  countries,  (ituated  under 

C  5  the 
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the  antarAic  pole,  fome-extraordinary  events 
having  difcovered  them  to  me  alone.  Their 
fituation  and  courfe  are  not  known  to  any 
other  Europeans.  You  will  find  an  exad 
detail  of  the  route  I  purfued^  and  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  different  parts,  at  the  end  of  my 
manufcript.  If  you  refolve,  my  friends,  to 
communicate  thefe  difcoveriesto  anv  of  the 
maritime  powers,  be  well  paid  for  it ;  make 
yourfelves  certain  of  the  conditions  before 
you  undenake  the  voyage,  for  perfidy  and 
pegury  are  common  to  the  great ;  even  the 
£ng1i(h  nation  will  fometimes  engage  you 
by  great  promifes  to  facrifice  your  health 
and  (Irength  in  the  (ervice  of  the  date,  to 
the  hazard  of  life  and  fortune,  in  unknown 
countries. — ^But  to  return  to  my  recital. 

*•  It  is  about  fourteen  years  fince,  being 
about  the  middle  of  1766,  that  the  gene- 
sous 
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Tous  Reyerberg  rcftored  my  fpirits,  which 
had  been  almoft  broken  at  Brunfwick,  by 
procuring  me  an  boneft  fybfiftence  in  the 
theatre;  the  manager  was  raiflnga  company 
for  Holland;  I  confented  to  be  of  the 
party.  Though  I  had  fome  fuccefs  in  this 
new  profeflion,  it  did  not  abate  the  defire  I 
had  to  travel  \  and  having  formed  an  ac- 
quaintance with  a  merchant  who  juftly  bore 
the  charafter  of  an  honeft  man,  I  frequently 
difcourfed  with  him  on  the  defire  I  had  to 
engage  in  romevnewprDfe{Ilon,even  though 
k  were  upon  another  continent.  *^  If  you 
arc  ferious,"  replied  the  merchant;  "  I  can 
ealily  (^ocure  you  a  good  place  tp  go  im« 
racdiarcly  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.**  I 
entreated  him  to  do  me  this  kindaeis ;  be 
gave  me  his  word;  and  being  fpeedily  en- 
gaged, I  faon  Ufcer  departed  to  tranfad  the 
bufinefs  of  a  rich,  merchant. 

Qft  "  Our 
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><  Our  voys^e  wias  fuccdsftd,  the  lea 
fpaiing  me  the  cruel  fuflerings  with  whidx 

.  Ac  geoerality  are  afflicted  die  firft  time 
(bey  are  coallicied  on  board ;  but  as  foon  as 
I  landed  at  the  Cape,  I  was  attacked  by 

'  ficknefs.  The  excelfive  heat,  the  unwhoie- 
ibme  vapours,  the  bad  food,  the  want  of 
frefh  water,  the  v&  of  fpiiituous  liquors^ 
and,  in  a  word,  die  being  unaccullonaed 
to -a  maritime  life,  brought  on  an  inflaninia* 
tioA  of  the  lungs,  which  continued  a  long 
time,  and  of  which  I  was  not  wholly  reco* 
tered,  when  a  flow  fever  iindermined  my 
conflitution  by  degrees.  An  exceffive  weak- 
nefs  took  from  me  all  defire  of  bufineff, 
and  made  me  wi(h  to  return  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  to  Europe. 

«*  While  I  waited  a  &vourable  opportu- 
nity for  that  purpofe.  Captain  Cook  ar- 
rived 
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rived  at  the  Cape,  in  the  year  1 772,  in  his 
▼OTage  round  the  world.  An  inclination 
to  iee  diflant  and  unknown  countries,  4 
hope  chat  the  temperate  regions  where  the 
£unous  navigator  was  going  would  re-efta* 
bliih  my  health ;  in  fine,  the  incenitude  of 
meeting  with  a  veflel  bound  to  Europe, 
joined  with  my  hopelefs  iituation  when  I 
arrived,  not  to  mention  the  heat  and  fa- 
tigue  I  (hould  fuftain  in  a  long  voyage,  all 
thefe  confiderations  induced  me  to  entreat 
this  celebrated  man  to  give  me  fome  em- 
ploy in  his  (hip ;  he  accepted  my  proffered 
fervice,  and  made  me  one  of  his  clerks.  I 
left  the  employ  of  the  merchant,  after  hav- 
ing fettled  my  accounts,  and  departed  from 
the  Cape  with  the  illuflrious  Cook  on  the 
27th  of  November,  1 7  7 i«  We  made  great 
Way ;  the  defign  of  the  voyage  was,  as  it  is 
Well  known,  to  difcover  the  cxiftencc  of  a 

fouthern 
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fouthern  continent.  We  cruized  a  Ions: 
time  in  thofe  latitudes,  but  at  length  en- 
countered large  fields  of  ice,  through  which 
it  was.  impoffible  to  pafs. 

^  The  two  ftiips  parted  company  the 
9th  of  March,  1 773  ;  it  was  my  fate  to  re- 
main in  that  commairded  by  Captain  Fur- 
neaujc ;.  \ye  joined  company  again  at  New- 
Zealand,  without  having  made  any  difco- 
vcry  of  importance,  and  failed  together  to 
Otaheite. 

y  The  enchantii>g  fituation  of  this  place 
foon  eftabliQied  my  health;  never  did  I 
pafs  my  days  fo  fcrcne,  or  fo  agreeably,  as 
I  did  at  Otaheite ;  nor  do  I  believe  there 
ever  was  a  man  that  enjoyed  more  unal^ 
loyed  happinefs  than  I  did  among  thofe 
inlanders. 

My 
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"  A/y  health  and  ftrength  returned,  and 
J  foon -became  fenfible  of  tender  impref- 
&)as;  a  young  Otaheitan,  who  frequently 
came  to.fee  us,  charmed  me ;  (he  was  di- 
ftinguiflied  from  the  reft  by  her  modtfty, 
Innocence  and  delicacy  ;.  my  age  did  not 
prohibit  me  from  indulging  io  the  tender 
paffion ;  I  was  thirty-five,  but   had  never 
yet  experienced  the  pleafure  of  a  finccrc  af*- 
feftion.     The  affei^cd  manners  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, their  abfurd  carriage,  their  viiible 
coquetry,  their  want  of  pure,  fincere,  and 
tcnder'fentiments,  the  vanity  fo  vifible  in 
all  their  adions,  the  fenfuality  which  they 
fubdiciite  for  love,  their  convenient  virtue, 
ihcir  pruder)%  their  ftudied  feverlty,  their 
addrefs  in  accommodating  to  time  and  cir- 
cumftance,  and  in  beftowing  their  favours 
^^h  a  critical  precifion ;  all  thcfe  had  herc- 
tofgre  operated  as  a  powerful  prefervative 

againft 
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againd  a  tender  attachmenc.     It  was  then 

natural  enough  that  beauty,  candour,  and 

innocence,  (hould  make  a  (Irong  impref* 

fion  on  ihy  heart..  My  young  iilanderfoon 

participated  in  the  fentiments  (he  had  in- 

fpired,  our  love  increafed  to  fuch  excefs, 

that  it  knew  no  bounds.     She  only  lived 

for  me,  brought  me  the  choiccft  fruits  of 

die  iiland,  wholly  abandoning  herfelf  to  a 

tender  inquietude  on  difcovering  the  lead 

concern  in  my   countenance;    and  how 

could  I  be  otherwife  than  forrowful,  when 

i  coniidered  the  ftiort  duration  of  my  pie- 

fent  happinefs  for  ever  defbroyed,  the  fatal 

moment  that  the  (hips  (hould  fail  ?  When 

1  compared  my  free  fituation  to  the  con- 

ftraint  of  our  European  circles,  and  the 

cares,  pafllions,  prejudices,  and  imaginary 

wants,  with  which  I  (hould  be  tormented 

in  the  whirlpool  of  folly.    Alas  ?  wlicn- 1 

confidcrcd 
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confidered  this,  tears  flowed  involuntarily 
from  my  eyes.  My  dear  girl,  whofe  Ian* 
guage  I  foon  learned  (for  love  is  an  excel- 
lent matter)  quickly  gueflTed  the  caufe  of 
my  grief;  I  confefled  that  my  heart  was 
torn  with  the  idea  of  an  eternal  feparation. 

"  Oh,  if  thou  haft  no  other  inquietude,'* 
faid  flie,  throwing  her  arms  around  my 
neck^  <'  make  tbyfelf  happy,  nothing  (hall 
ever  part  us  5  I  will  follow  thee  wherever 
thou  gocft." — «  Amiable  girl,*'  I  replied, 
"no,  I  will  not  make  thee  unhappy;  thou 
doft  not  yet  know  the  Europeans;  their 
outfidcs  alone  are  brilliant*  What,  (hall  I 
tear  thee  from  the  bofom  of  thy  family, 
from  thy  enamelled  meadows  and  rich 
fields,  to  difturb  thy  tranquility,  and  ex- 
pofe  thy  innocence  to  the  wickcdnefs  of  my 
companions  ?  No,  never !  rather  will  I  ftay 

for 
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for  ever  with  thee/'—"  It  is  a  God  that 
infpires  thee,"  replied  (he,  "  my  dear 
Bricky,  (this  was  a  name  (he  always  called 
me)  my  beloved,  flay  for  ever  with  us  I" 
In  fliort,  her  prayers,  joined  with  thofe  of 
her  father,  at  length  prevailed.  I  hid  my- 
fclf  in  the  interior  part  of  the  ifle  the  night 
before  the  departure  of  the  veflek;  and 
becoming  the  happy  .  hufband  of  the  fair 
Otaheitan,  I  forgot  my  native  courrtry* 

"  Never  did  I  feel  fo  acutely  the  mis- 
fortune of  multiplying  our  wants  j  bleffed 
with  the  woman  I  adored,  reclined  on  bet 
bofom  under  the  (hade  of  a  tree,  whofe 
fruit  furnifhed  us  withj^reeable  and  whole* 
fome  nourifliment,  flickered  from  the  m* 
clemency  of  the  weather  by  a  fimplc  cabin, 
enchanted  with  the  fuf  erb  profpefts  of  na- 
ture, covered  wiih  garments  prepared  by 
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my  own  hands,  (afe  from  the  purfult  of 
envy,  from  the  tricks,  cupkiitj',  and  foo- 
lilh  vanity  of  civilized  Europeans;  con- 
vinced of  the  affcdtions  of  a  woman  whofe 
beauty  was  not  expofcd  to  the  loofe  re- 
gards of  a  prince  plunged  in  licentious 
plcafures ;  free,  not  having  that  tyrant  to 
fear  who  would  fell  me  to  a  (Irange  mo- 
Barch,  to  aid  in  the  deftruAion  of  thofe 
whom  his  infatiate  avarice  had  provoked  to 
itfiftance,  or  that  would  feize  my  flocks 
the  better  to  enable  him  to  repay  the  fqual* 
ling  of  an  Italian  finger,  devour  delicate 
njcais,  penfion  a  dancer,  augment  his 
hunting  train,  or  maintain  a  number  of 
ufe!c&  animals  in  his  menagerie. 

Who  would  not  have  thought  but  that 
this  was  a  life  of  happincfs,  without  know- 
ing a  defirc  or  a  pain  ?  But  even  in  this 

delicious 
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delicious  abode,  I  experienced  the  melan- 
choly efie&s  of  having  received  an  educa- 
tion contrary  to  real  happinefs ,  for  as  (bon 
as  the  attradion  of  novelty,  which  is  alone 
capable  of  holding  the  man  accuftomed  to 
polilhed   fociety,  was  paflfed,   my    ei^oy- 
inents  became  languid.  Sometimes  i  talked 
with  my  wife  on  the  arts  and  fciences  of 
Europe ;  I  endeavoured  to  learn  her  our 
monotonous  and  inflexible  language;  fome* 
dmes  I  cut  a  flute  of  reeds,  and  was  ac- 
companted  in  my  artificial  founds  by  the 
cndianting  accents  of  her  harmonious  voice. 
I  wiflved  for  a  library,  yet  the  great  book 
of  the  Creation  was  ever  before  my  eyes, 
Tn  my  meals  I  confulted  appetite  more  than 
hunger,  and  not  only  eat  more  than  was 
fufficient  for   iubiiflence;    but  diigufled 
with  one  food,  I  fought  for  others ;  ui^ed 
by  intemperance^  I  regretted  the  poifbns 

invented 
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invented  by  art  to  appeafe  the  pangs  of  a. 
vitiated  appetite ;  deprived  of  that  pulve-^ 
nzed  weed  that  the  tyranny  of  fafhion  has> 
made  neceflary^  I  culled  fimples  proper  to 
tickle  my  brain  and  intoxicate  me  ;  I  laid 
out  gardens,  disfiguring  the  beautiful 
works  of  the  Creator  by  artificial  walks». 
aod  fpoiiing  the  variety  which  he  has  fO' 
marvelloufly  diflributed^  S^^^Y  of  the 
metal  which  is  the  fource  of  our  wars,  I 
wifbed  to  ranfack  the  bowels  of  the  earth- 
to  ieek  it.  I  gave  taiks  to  the  young 
people,  teaching  them  to  turn  their  feet 
outwards,  although  nature  has  placed  them 
ilraight.  I  conftrained  them  to  regular 
dances,  inflead  of  the  varied  natural  leaps 
vith  which  they  formerly  expreffed  their 
joy.  And  (hall  I  own,  that  when  warm 
with  pleafure,  I  could  not  contemplate  a< 
young  and  graceful  beauty  lightly  bound- 
ing 
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Ing  over  the  plain,  without  experiencing 
criminal  defires.— "  Culpable  European !" 
ikid   I,    "  thou   art   not  worthy   to   live 
amongft  an  innocent  and  happy  people — 
yet  thou  art  not  fo  wicked  as  fome  of  thy 
companions.'*  This  knowledge  of  my  own 
unworthinefs,  the  trouble  of  my  foul,  and 
the  defire  of  change,  rendered  me  thought- 
ful and  melancholy.   My  wife  remarked  it, 
and  was  cruelly  afflided.     After  a  flay  of 
fix  months  at  Otaheite,  I  was  fitting  one 
morning  on  the  (hore  of  the  agitated  fca, 
reproaching  myfeif  for  troubling  the  repolc 
of  a  happy  people  with  a  pernicious  know- 
ledge.   **  Fly  while  it  is  yet  time,"  ciied  I, 
fuddenly  rifing.     There  was  a  canoe  near 
the   (hore ;  I  threw  myfeif  in — '*  Where 
art  thou  going,  miferable  wretch  !    thou 
wilt  find  thy  death  amidft  the  angry  waves 
•^tay — thy  unfortunate  wife  will  not  be 

confolctl 


confolcd  for  thy  lofs'* — Thofe  reflexions 
came  too  lace ;  a  furious  wave  bore  my 
light  ikiff  rapidly  from  the  fhore.  I  had 
but  little  provifion,  which  I  fouad  by  good 
fortune  in  the  boat,  and  only  one  oar. 
Obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  violence  of  the 
waters,  I  caknly  awaited  my  fate. 

The  different  ideas  that  recurred  during 
the  firft  three  days  that  I  floated  at  the 
mercy  of  the  waves,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
defcribe.  The  fourth,  my  provifions  were 
jull  expended,  and  I  looked^  for  nothing 
but  death,  when  I  found  myfelf  among 
the  ice,  through  which  Captain  Cook  could 
not  penetrate.  A  violent  current  drove  me 
into  a  narrow  opening;  and  after  eight 
hours  navigations  I  found  mjfelf  on  a 
tranquil  fca,  which  became  more  agreeable 
the  nearer  I  approached  the  antardlic  pole. 

My 
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My  heart  felt  an  emotion  which  I  had 
never  before  experienced:  I  hoped  to 
reach  the  continent  fituated  under  the  pole, 
and  my  hope  was  not  difappointed.  The 
thought  re  animated  my  courage,  I  rowed 
with  double  flrength;  and  towards  night 
difcovered  the  (hore  of  an  enchanting  coun- 
try. I  eagerly  difembarked^  (hedding  tears 
of  joy,  and  returning  the  moft  lively  thanks 
to  the  Supreme  Being  for  his  goodnefs  ia 
my  miraculous  prefervation.*' 

I  was  at  diis  part  of  the  manufcript  of 
M.  Brick,  when  a  (udden  hurricane  obliged 
me  to  give  over  reading. 

I  have  had  recourfe  to  all  the  works 
both  ancient  and  modern^  in  verfe  and  in 
profe,  which  compote  my  little  library,  for 
a  truly  poetic  defcription  of  a  dorm  at  fea ; 

buc 
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but  I  could  meet  with  none  to  my  &tisikc- 
tioD.  It  was  eafily  to  be  difcovered  that 
they  were  all  written  on  fhore,  fitting  by 
the  fiR-fide,  in  a  perfedt  calm.  It  is  im« 
poffible  to  form  an  idea  of  fuch  a  fpedtacle 
of  horror  without  having  witnefled  its  rag« 
ing  fury. 

The  ftorm  continued  with  the  utmoft  vio- 
lence during  the  night ;  and  towards  morn- 
morning  we  found  ourfelves  on  the  coaft  of 
Denmark. 

**  What  courfe  fliall  we  take?'*  laid 
the  harrafled  crew — ^*  The  (hip  has  fuf- 
tained  very  great  dam^e  ;  the  mizen  mail 
is  (plintered,  and  we  had  bed  bear  away 
for  Copenhagen  to  refit :  happy  in  having 
cfcapeU  the  tremendous  dangers  which, 
threatened  us." 

vox.  II.  D  Prudence 
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Prudence  required  us  to  make  the  firft 
land  poflible;  we  accordingly  Aeered  for 
the  capital  of  Denmark,-  and  entered  the 
port  at  noon,  fortunately  relieved  from  die 
&ars  that  had  opprefled  us. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Meeis  an  old  Acquaintance — Conthtuation  of 
the  Manufcript-^Departure  for  Holland. 


"  TT' O U  muft  allow  that  the  variety 
-*^  met  with  in  voyages  is  amufing," 
(aid  I  to  the  captain,  as  we  were  walking 
ibout  the  town ;  "  as  for  me,  I  enjoy  thi» 
pleafure  by  the  moll  lingular  of  all  ha- 
tards."— "  Faith  I  am  not  of  your  opi- 
nion/' replied  my  conduftor,  "  I  thinjc 
that  it  is  very  unfortunate  for  us  to  be  caft 
on  the  coaft  of  Denmark.  Your  father 
will  experience  the  moft  cruel  inquie* 
tudes." — "  I  very  much  doubt  that,"  re- 
plied I,  fmiling ;  but  my  Mentor  did  not 
comprehend  my  meaning,  therefore  conti- 

« 

Med,.  "  What  Ihall  we  do  here  ?  I  never 

D  2  loved 
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loved  the  Danes ;  they  arc  bodies  without 
fouls ;  it  is  true  wc  are  all  kneaded  with 
mould,  but  the  people  of  this  country  are 
formed  of  nothing  but  mud  and  clay/' 

The  officer  was  making  yet  more  obfer- 
'▼ations,  equally  unjuft,  on  this  country, 
"When  a  man  approached  us  with  a  book 
under  his  arm-^*  *  He  is  furdy  a  French- 
man/' faid  the  captain,  **  or  very  like 
one/'  I  examined  him  more  particularly, 
as  I  thought  I  had  feen  him  before,  nor  did 
he  furvey  me  with  lefs  attention.  At  length 
he  exclaimed  in  bad  Danifti,  throwing 
himfelf  on  my  neck,  **  Jb^  Carefte  ClauJeHj 
two  gord  ed?  Is  it  really  you,  my  friend  ? 
Who  would  have  ever  thought  wc  fliouki 
meet  in  Copenhagen  ?  And  if  I  may  judge 
by  the  good  looks  and  habiliments  of  my 
old  friend,  he  is  happily  fituated/' — * 

!*  Sup- 
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'•  Supportable,  Sir,"  replied  I,  **  but  per- 
haps  you  miftake  me;  notwithftanding, 
you  will  permit  me  to  afk  to  whom  I  have 
the  honor  of  fpeaking." — "  Ah,  my  dear 
friend,"  replied  he,  "  the  times  change, 
and  good  or  bad  fortune  influences  the  ex* 
tcrior  of  men.-  But  do  you  not  remember 
the  Sieur  Uppeville  ?  As  for  me^  I  recol* 
Icfted  you  immediately." — ^In  effeft,  it  was 
my  old  mailer. — *'  And  how,  I  pray,  came 
you  here  ?'*  faid  L  •*  Not  being  able  to 
reach  my  own  country,*'  replied  he,  I  ac- 
companied a  young  German  count  in  his 
travels,  in  quality  of  governor ;  he  pofTef- 
fed  a  large  fortune,  but  ruined  himfelf  at 
play.  In  fhort,  wc  were  both  reduced  to 
the  laft  extremity,  for  1  had  loft  my  an- 
nuity by  the  failure  of  the  government. 
The  count  went  into  the  army  of  the  Em- 
ptrori  and  I  bad  no  other  refource  than  my 

D  3  weak 
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weak  talents.  A  negociator  of  Schlefwic, 
to  whom  I  difcovered  my  embarrafled  fitu- 
ation,  gave  me  letters  of  recommendation 
to  Copenhagen.  I  repaired  thiiher^  made 
feveral  attempts  to  better  my  (ituation,  but 
to  no  purpofe  j  I  then  refolved  to  give  Icf- 
fons  in  the  French  and  German  languages, 
by  which  I  gained  a  comfortable  fublift- 
ence.  The  riches  of  a  widow  I  (bon  after 
married  made  me  quit  my  former  occupa- 
tion. But  by  what  chance  are  you  here, 
my  dear  Claus  ?" — "  It  will  be  too  long  to 
give  you  a  recital  of  my  adventures  now,** 
anfwered  I ;  *^  but  I  mud  entreat  the  &r 
vour  of  you  to  tell  my  companion  who  I 
am,  and  in  what  fituation  you  formerly 
knew  me." 

M.  Lippeville  declared  he  was  ready  to 
comply  with  my  requeft,  and  we  all  went 

into 
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into  a  neighbouring  hotels  where  my  old 
niafter  aiiured  the  captain '  that  my  name 
was  Peter  Claus,  and  fo  germanized  me 
with  his  incontrovertible  teftimony,  that  he 
cffeftually  cleared  me  of  being  Dutch. 
Every  thing  now  explained,  the  change  of 
drefs  was  charged  with  being  the  fource  of 
the  error.  My  Mentor  was  greatly  fur- 
prized,  and  much  embarrafled  at  the  dif- 
covery  of  this  flrange  miflake^  aiked  me  a 
thoufand  pardons* 

The  only  difficulty  remaining  was  how 
to  finifti  this  bufinefs.  After  much  deli- 
beration, the  officer  entreated  me  to  ac- 
company him  to  Holland.  My  uncle>  M, 
Haftendonk,  the  father,  for  whoTe  fake  I 
undertook  the  enterprize,  will  not  be  much 
obliged  to  me  for  the  fervice  I  have  ren- 
dered him.    I  am,  notwithflaading,  happy 

D4  to 
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to  leara  that  young  Haftendonk  is  returned 
to  his  country^  and  that  he  will  precede  us* 
My  uncle  will  liberally  recompcnfe  you  for 
the  trouble  you  have  fuilained — You  love 
travelling ;  and  beiides,  it  is  not  fo  great 
an  evil  to  marry  a  young  lady  of  good  for- 
tune,  if  even  you  (hould  be  obliged  to 
keep  her:  the  greateft  embarraffinent  is  the 
child.  But  why  fuffer  inquietude  be&re 
its  time?  All  that  is  to  be  done  is  to  haftea 
our  departure ;  let  us  without  lofs  of  time 
view  the  curiofities  of  this  capital ;  the  (hip 
will  not  be  long  before  (he  is  ready  for 
fca/' 

M.  de  Lippeville  o(&red  to  be  our  con* 
diifbor^  and  on  the  morrow  we  (aw  all  that 
was  remarkable  in  Copenhagen;  but  I 
(hould  abufe  the  patience  of  my  readers,  if 
I  fatigued  them  with  a  defcription  of  this 

place  i 


GIL  BLA9.  57 

place;  I  therefore  prefer  gmng  them  the 
ouflufcript  of  Mr.  Brick. 


Continuation  of  the  Manufcript. 


%t 


My  recital,  without  doubt,  will  J^ 
pear  incredible,  when  1  fay  that  the  elim- 
inate is  very  mild  under  the  anurd^ic  pole. 
The  general  opinion  is,  that  there  is  no 
place  where  the  cold  is  fo  exceflive.  Not- 
*wichftanding,  we  have  no  right  to  doubt 
what  we  cannot  contradict,  particularly 
when  we  have  not  feen  the  pbje6l  of  dif- 
pntci  and  as  I  am  the  only  European  who 
tver  penetrated  fo  fiir,  I  have  furely  the 
greater  right  to  obtain  belief.  Should  this 
be  denied,  and  my  manufcript  treated  as 
Wifehood,  at  leaft  it  mud  be  allowed  the 
moral  is  equally  applicable. 


D5  «*  Epicurus^ 
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.  ^^  Epicurus  pretends  that  the  fun  cannot 
be  proved  larger  than  it  appears  to  our 
eyes.  Both  ancient  and  modern  writers 
have  found  this  ailertion  very  abfurd.  I 
do  not  look  on  it  as  fuch.  Who  knows  if 
the  fame  dimenfions  which  reprefent  a  b€>dy 
of  fuch  a  fize  to  our  grofs  ideas,  and  which 
dbubtlefs  would  appear  differently  were  we 
otherwife  organized— Who  knows,  I  fay, 
if  thofe  mathematical  principles  which  ap^ 
pear  to  us  fo  inconteftably  true,  arc  applir 
cable  in  other  regions  ?  Who  knows,  whe- 
ther in  thefe  fpaces  a  body  does  not  appear 
larger,  according  as  the  diflance  is  aug- 
mented ?  You  fee  a  tree  at  a.diftance  from 
you ;  you  call  it  a  diflance,  and  what  is  be« 
tvvcen  yourfelf  and  the  tree  a  fpace,  becaufe 
your  two  grofs  fenfcs,  fight  and  feeling,  do 
not  approach  the  objeft  fooner,  and  there- 
fore reckon  as  air  the   interval  between 

yourfelf 


yourielf  and  it.    But  who  can  tell  whether^ 
were  your  fenfes  lefs  grofs^  you  would  not 
find  dib  fpace  filled  with  bodies,  and  fuch 
a  chain  of  material  beings  between  yourfelf 
and  die  tree,  that  you  could  no  longer  look 
on  yourfelf  as  a  different  objed,  but  both 
that  and  yourfelf  as  parts  of  the  lan>e  being. 
Since  there  is  fo  much  uncertainty  in  things 
below,  how  can  we  pretend  to  judge  of 
the  globes  fufpended  over  our  heads  ?— 
Therefore  let  us  treat  the  illuminated^  ma- 
gicians, and  fpeculators,  with  more  indul- 
gence.    Do  not  let  us  found  our  felicity  on 
objeds  beyond  our  underftanding,  neither 
let  us  difpute  upon  what  we  cannot  fee 
nor  touch  *• 

*'  But 

*  This  Mr.  Brick  advances  fome  iingiilar  thoughts ; 
his  reafons  however  merit  attention.  The  ideas  of 
grandeur,  form,  figure,  colour,    diftance,   &c.  &c. 

D6  arc 
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^*  But  to  rctura  to  my  fubjc<ft.  Natuie 
does  not  obfervc  the  &me  law  under  the 
antardic  pole  as  in  other  zones.  On  tra- 
verfing  the  mountains  of  ice  that  feparate 

are  in  hb  eyes  no  nx)re  than  iHuGon.  To  follow  this 
fyftcm,  the  mathematical  truths  would  be  rendered 
uncertain  (notwithflanding  the  general  opinion)  the 
moral  truths,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  fixed,  whe- 
ther from  thi  harmony  between  the  v^Hible  and  invv* 
fible  things  they  give  rife  to,  or  becaufe  our  duties  can 
only  be  determined  by  the  meafure  of  our  underiland* 
ings.  There  may  confeqiiently  be  a  number  of  theolo- 
gical truths  that  are  unknown  to  us,  but  we  cannot 
admit  pr apical  truths,  tho'  according  as  they  are  theo- 
reticaUy  known.  He  alone  is  wife  who  affirms  nothing 
more  than  what  hr  has  a  clear  and  difiind  notion  of,» 
who  notwithflanding  does  not  deny  what  be  cannot 
comprehend,  but  a£ls  uniformly  according  to  his  un* 
derflanding  without  obferving  afny  otlier  line  of  con* 
dud.  Not  to  follow  our  own  knowledge  and  convic- 
tion, but  to  do  things  which  we  muft  ourfelves  difap 
prove,  b  the  diftinguiihed  BQark  of  a  corrupt  heart. 

thi$ 
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this  put  of  the  gk)be,  I  found  a  petpetual 
ipnng.  Without  doubt  it  is  the  iame  un.-- 
dcr  the  ardlic  pole; 

"  Though  ignorant  in  regard  to  the  fu- 
ture, and  uncertain  whether  I  (houl^d  meet 
with  any  human  being,  I  did  not  however 
abandon  myfeif  to  melancholy  relkftions. 
The  joy  of  having  efcaped  the  danger  of 
the  fea,  and  the  pleafurc  of  contemplating 
the  flowery  meadows  and  fertile  country, 
filled  my  foul  with  ineffable  delight  Not 
one  trace  of  induftry,  or  of  labour  appear-- 
ed,  not  one  boat  along  (hore,  not  a  plan- 
tation or  hut;,  notwithftanding,  all  the 
country  was  furniflied  with  fruit-trees  and 
a  variety  of  plants,  but  whofe  fpecies  were 
totally  unknown  to  me ;  nor  did  I  recoiled 
having  ever  feen  any  of  the  lame  fort  at 

Otaheite. 

♦*  After 
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*^  After  having  enjoyed  for  abore  an 
hour  this  enchanting  fpeAacle^  I  found  my^ 
felf  preffed  by  hunger.  The  fine  firuit  with 
which  the  trees  were  loaded,  feemed  to  in- 
vite me  to  eat ;  I  did  {o! — Heavens  !  how 
delicious.  My  whole  frame  feemed  reno« 
vated.  A  clear  fpring  quenched  my  thirft. 
Birds  of  different  fpecies,  and  a  number  of 
quadrupeds  hopped  and  bounded  around 
me ;  fo  far  from  fear,  they  feemed  to  r^ard 
Hie  as  their  prote£tor.  A  little  animal  that 
refembled  z^  fquirrel  fcratched  the  earth  with 
his  claws,  brought  up  a  root^  and  devoured 
it:  having  a  great  inclination  to  tafle^  I 
likewife  dug  up  one  ;  it  had  an  ^eeable 
flavour,  and  appeared  very  nourifhing. 
After  this  delicious  repafl,  I  was  over- 
powered with  fleep,  A  meadow  covered 
with  flowers,  that  exhilarated  the  moft  fra- 
grant odours,  fervcd  as  a  bed  to  reft  my 

fatigued 
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fatigued  limbs ;  I  feil  afleep  immediately, 
aj)d  did  not  wake  for  ten  or  twelve  hours. 

As  foon  as  I  opened  my  eyes,  I  perceiv- 
ed with  aftoniihment  two  human  beings, 
who  confidered  me  with  attention,  and  who 
appeared  by  their  manner  to  have  been 
viewing  me  for  fome  time.  It  was  a  man 
and  a  woman,  beautiful  as  im^ination 
could  paint,  their  complexions  of  a  moil 
dazzling  clearnefs,  with  long  hair  flowing 
upon  their  (houlders  5  they  were  tall  and 
majeftic,  their  limbs  exquifitely  formed, 
and  eypofed  to  the  eyes  in  all  their  natural 
beauty,  not  having  any  other  cloathing 
than  a  kind  of  girdle ;  their  looks  were 
mild,  full  of  fweetnefs,  dignity,  and  good- 
nefs;  being  ftrangers  to  paflion,  their  fea- 
tures were  free  from  wrinkles,  and  their 
bodies  nervous,  robuft;  and   ftrong:    the 

image 
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knage  of  their  Creator  (hone  on  their  fronts 
ferene;    So  much  grandeur  and  majefty 
dazzled  me ;.  I  could  fcarce  fupport  the 
fight ;  I   rofe  quickly,  and  bowing  before 
ihem,  made  them  underiland  by  figns  that 
a  violent  tempeil  had  thrown  me  upon  their 
coaft,  and  entreated  their  protedion.   The 
young  man  comprehended  me  ;  offered  his 
hand,  and  made  (igns  for  me  to  go  with 
them.     On  our  way,  he  talked  much  with 
the  female  :  I  did  not  comprehend  what  he 
faid,  but  I  remarked,  notwiihftanding,  to 
my  very  great  furprize,  that  it  was  a  fpecies 
of  idiom  approaching  to  the  Hebrew,  hav- 
ing formerly  taken  fome  lefTons  in  that  Ian* 
guage,  in  order  to  underdand  the  books  of 
accompts  and  other  documtots  of  the  Jews, 
which  were  intruded  to  my  care,  though,, 
for  want  of  praftice,  it  was  almoft  oblite- 
rated from  my  memory :  yet  the  language 

of 
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of  thefe  ravages  appeared  more  harmonious 
than  that  of  the  Ifraclites.  But  how  can  I 
term  thole  Tarage  who  are  mUd^  humane, 
compaffionace,  and  pupils  of  (imple  na« 
ture  ?  Europeans,  corrupt  and  barbarous ! 
is  it  juft  to  beftow  (uch  names  on  thofe 
who  do  not  imitate  your  depravity  ? 

^'  My  conduftors  furveyed  my  habili* 
meats,  half  Dutch  and  half  CXaheitan,  with 
more  pity  than  admiration  ;  never  was  my 
European  pride  fo  compleatly  humbled  as 
when  I  faw  with  what  little  eftimatioh  thefe 
unadorned  beings  coniidered  a  man  who 
came  from  a  part  of  the  gbbe  that  boafts 
its  knowledge  over  tlie  reft  of  the  world, 
civilizing  diftant  countries^  by  attempting 
to  force  them  to  found  their  felicity  on 
what  the  deranged  heads  of  Europe  have , 
prefcribed  as  articles  of  faith* 

"We- 
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**  We  prefently  arrived  at  a  charming  val* 
'  ley,  and  here  and  thefe  a  number  of  huts 
prefcnted  themfelves,  offering  a  delightful 
variety  to  the  view;  thefe  edifices  were 
contrived  with  extreme  fimplicity.  Edi- 
fices did  I  fay  ?  Rather  the  boughs  of  fvuk 
trees,  that  were  fo  ingeniouily  imeuwpven, 
as  to  form  agreeable  dwellings.  The  old 
men  were  feated  at  the  entrance  of.  their 
arbours,  rejoicing  at  the  beautiful  afpeft  of 
Nature,  and  at  the  playful  innocence  of 
their  pofterity,  the  grown  children  being 
employed  in  bodily  exercifes,  while  the 
younger  were  bufied  ia  gathering  flow- 
ers, and  forming  them  into  nofegays ;  all 
bearing  the  portrait  of  health,  joy,  and  in* 
nocence. 

As  we  paflfed  before  the  huts,  tlie  young 
people  ran  out  in  crowds  j  they  confidered 

me 
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me  with  furprize,  looking  at  each  other 
with  inquietude ;  Cgnifying  by  their  gef- 
tures,  that  they  thought  me  fick  or  half 
dead.  Their  fathers  without  fliewing  an 
unpardonable  curioiity  contented  themfelves 
with  queftioning  my  condudlors  about  me; 
then  returning  to  their  occupations  cr 
amufcments.  Their  labours  were  eafy ;  fcr 
poffeffing  no  imaginary  wants,  they  were 
not  neceflitated  to  fupply  them  by  the  fvveac 
of  their  browd. 

"  We  approached  a  hut ;  at  the  entrance 
Jat  an  old  man  and  his  wife ;  they  were  the 
parents  of  my  conduftors,  and  received  me 
with.kindnefs,  having  informed  themfelves 
of  our  meeting  ;  the  children  brought  us 
fniit  and  roots  of  delicious  tafle,  and  like-* 
wife  an  exquifite  drink  in  die  Ihell  of  a  co- 
coa-nut. 

"  As 
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"  As  I  think  it  unneceflary  to  enter  Into 

an  exadt  detail  of  all  I  faw  remarkable  dur* 

i 

ing  my  (hort  ftay  in  this  charming  coun- 
try; I  (hall  only  give  a  general  account      ! 
of  what  is  mod   curious  among  thefe  un?- 
known  people. 


"  In  a  (hort  time,  I  compreh  ended  tBcfr 
language,  which  was  accompanied  by  the 
mod  exprelTive  geftures,  when  they  gave 
me  the  following  account  of  their  ori^n^ 

manners,  and  cuiloms.. 

♦*  One  of  the  fons  of  Adam,  condu&ed 
by  an  angel,  and  accompanied  by  bis  fifter^ 
who  was  alio  his  wife,  took  refuge  in  the(e 
parts  about  the  time  of  the  £iU  of  our  firft 
paients,  and  formed  a  colony  of  uncor*^ 
rupted  mortals.  They  were  pre(crved  from 
the  Deluge^  followed  the  patriarchal  regi- 

men» 
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tnen,  parity  of  manners,  and  the  true  wor- 

fliip  o(  the  Divinity :  every  father  is  king 

and  prieft  in  his  own  family :  men  free  from 

corruption  and  vice,  who  having  never  ful- 

iied  the  facrcd  image  of  the  Creator,  dared 

alone  to  approach  his   altar.      Siibje<fl  to 

death  like  other  mortals,  but  exempt  from 

maladies  and  infirmities,  a  mildileep  ferved 

as  a  pafiage  into  eternity,  for  which  they 

were  prepared  by  a  long  courfe  of  virtue; 

Fruits  were  their  fole  nouriihment ;  a  mild 

and  tranquil  ileep  ferved  to  pe-animate  their 

bodies  with  frefli  vigour*     A  (oft  rain  and 

gentle  dew  fertilized  their  foil,  equally  free 

fromexceffive  heat  or  rigorous  cold 

How  happy  i — ^No  ficknefs ! — ^No  pain  ! — 

No  interruption  of  felicity ! — ^No  feparate 

property ! — No  luxury  !* — ^No  paffions !— ^ 

No  princes  1— and,  what  is  more  than  all, 

00  priefts !  '  ' 

<'  But 
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^*  Buc  this  felicity  could  not  have  been  of 
long  continuance^  if  the  Supreme  Being 
had  not  feparated  this  terreftrial  paiadife 
from  other  continents  by  mountains  of  im- 
penetrable ice* 

^*  But  it  was  impoflible  to  day  any 
length  of  time  among  thefe  happy  people. 
I  felt  myfelf  too  weak  to  attain  that  degree 
of  perfedion  poffeffed  by  them.  Pupil  of 
corruption !  Ailailed  by  every  grofs  and 
tumultuous  pafiion,  how  fhould  I  ever  have 
attained  that  calm  and  uninterrupted  peace, 
true  foufce  of  harmony  to  the  foul,  the 
body,  and  the  mind. 

"  One  day  a  venerable  old  man  called 
me  into  his  cabin,  and  preffing  me  aiiec- 
tionately  by  the  hand,  addrefled  me  thus  : 
*<  Unhappy' ftranger,"  faid  he,  **  thou  art 

affliaed. 
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afflided^  becaufe  thou  art  not  fo  perfedl;  as 
vs ;  but  defpair  not,  my  friend ;  if  thou 
ivorthily  fulfilled  thy  duties  on  earth,  thou 
"vilt  rife  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfedion  in 
the  life  to  come. 

^*  Our  law  does  not  permit  thee  to  re- 
main longer  amongft  us ;  the  wife  Creator 
has  ordained,  that  thou  fhouldfl:  explore 
other  parts,  then  return  to  ^hy  country, 
quit  thy  mortal  frame,  and  be  re-united 
to  thy  fathers.  Take  this  fruit;  it  will 
plunge  thee  into  a  profound  ileep,  and  on 
thy  awaking  thou  wilt  difcover  things  fur- 
paffing  expedlation." 

At  the  fame  time  he  gave  me  a  red 

grape,  which   I  eat,  and  my   fenfes  were 

quickly  overwhelmed  with  ileep.    At  the 

momcDt  of  my  awaking—— 

I  had 
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I  had  juit  got  to  this  part  of  my  firicnd 
Brick's  Rxxy^  when  I  was  iateirupted  by 
the  entrance  of  the  Captain— -his  vific  was 
at  this  time  unwilfaed  fer-~and  I  put  the 
manufcript  into  my  pocket. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Tefer  writes  to  Reyerberg — An  Adventur 
Departure  for  Holland* 


^  W7^^^'  ^^  ^^^  Glaus,"  faid  the 
^  ▼     captain,  "  all  is  fettled,  we  arc 

Tcady  to  put  to  Tea.  To-morrow  we  will 
view  what  is  carious  in  the  city ;  this  even- 
ing we  give  to  mirth ;  and  fuppofe  we  in- 
vite  the  chattering  Frenchman  (M.  Lippe- 
villc  I  believe  is  his  name)  to  fiip  with  us^ 
he  has  travelled  much,  and  will  amufe  u« 
with  his  anecdotes— What  think  you  ?*' 


"  With  all  my  heart,"  returned  I, 
**  fend  for  him  ;  but  firft  allow  me  the  in- 
dulgence  of  a  few  moments.  I  muft  write 
aihort  letter/' 

irox««  II.  Bf  Haviiig 
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Having  quitted  the  officer,  I  fat  down 
to  write  to  my  friend  Reycrberg;  who 
mud  have  been  much  furprized  to  find  M. 
Brick  dead,  and  not  able  to  difcover  a 
trace  of  my  exiftence-;  to  end  this  embar- 
rafTment,  I  gave  him  a  detail  of  my  ad- 
ventures, and  promifed  to  return  to  Ham- 
burg  as  foon  as  I  had  finifhed  my  bufinefs 
in  Holland,  and  configned  my  wife  to  the 
true  father  of  the  child.  At  the  fame  time 
I  told  him  of  the  roanufcript,  that  precious 
gift  which  I  inherited  from  our  common 
friend,  a  manufcript  that  mi^t  make  both 
our  fortunes^  thougjh  from  the  part  I  had 
feen,  k  appeared  not  of  a  nature  to  make 
me  hope  to  procure  any  advantage  from  it, ' 
by  dflfering  it  to  princes  thirfty  of  power 
and  conquefl.  Nay,  perhaps,  it  was  no- 
thing more  than  a  political  romance ;  at 
lead  I  judged  it   nothing  elfe.  ^  Beiides, 

the 
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diedifcovery  of  a  coontiy  where  vice  and 
hjxuTf  were  noknowo*  and  where  inno^ 
ceoce  and  Hfoerty  ouAj  reigned,  could  ofier 
aothing  tempting  to  oiir  foTereigns.  There 
aie  like  wife  other  reaibns  why  it  would  noc 
prove  an  attractive  kingdom  to  European 
ty];^ts ;  for  what  means  could  defpotifm 
life  to  get  eftablifhed  there?  Or  how  could 
they  adopt  that  political  chimera,  that  mil- 
lions  of  men  of  underflanding  are  to  obey 
one  inferior  in  diat  point,  unlels  that  one 
could  render  himfelf  indifpenfablyneceilkry 
to  them?  And  how  can  be  do  fo,  fince  they 
have  none  of  thc&  wants  that  are  in  his 
power  to  facisfy?  They  are  content  with 
the  fruits  of  tlic  earth ;  and  if  they  are  de- 
prived of  one  coarner,  will  fcek  another  to 

< 

dwell  in  (afcty.  Or  what  importance-  would 
the  conqucfl:  of  a  country  be  to  the  kings 
of  Europe,  detached  from  the  reft  of  the 

E  t  world 
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^orld  by  almoft  impenetrable  barriers? 
What  importance  to  them  could  the  fub* 
miflion  of  a  people  be  who  are  protefted 
by  fuperior  beings  from  refinement  and  cor- 
ruption ;  a  people  who  are  happy  without 
gpld,  filver,  or  priefts  ? 

I  hadjuft  finiflied  my  letter,  and  was  go- 
ing to  order  a  light  to  feal  it,  when  fome- 
body  rapped  foftly  at  the  door ;  I  opened 
it,  and  was  Xurprized  to  fee  a  young  hand- 
fome  girl,  with  hair  -of  a  bright  chefnut, 
and  fine  black  eyes.  She  addreiTed  me  in 
French — ••**  Pardon  me,  Sir,  I  believe  I  am 
miftaken." — "  No,  certainly  not,  a  pretty 
girl  can  never  miftake  whea  (he  comes  to 
fee  me  ;  pleafe  to  walk  in." — Excufe  me. 
Sir,  I  wanted  my  faiher-in-law." — **  Who 
is  he  ?" — "  M.  Lippeville,  Sir,  at  your 
fervice ;  I  thouglit  he  was  here,  but  as  he 
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is  not,  you  will  excufe  me,  Sir/^  She  was 
then  about  to  return.  •*  Why  are  you  in 
fuch  hafte  ?"— "  In  the  name  of  Heaven, 
permit  me  to  retire,  my  father  is  fevere ; 
and  if  he  finds  me  alone  with  a  man,  what 
will  he  fay  ?" — ^Thefe  words,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  gave  me  to  underftand  to  what  kind 
of  girl  I  was  {peaking.  I  believe  I  do  not 
wrong  the  greatnefs  o£  M»  Lippeville  in. 
fuppofing  that  (he  had  been  fent  for  the 
purpole  of  amufing  me^  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  procure  a  few  ducats  in  return ;  at 
leaft  he  was  the  fort  of  man  to  juflify  fuch 
an  opinion ;  and  I  do  not  doubt,  when  he 
boafted  of  having  married  fo  advantage^ 
oufly  with  a  rich  widow^  the  beauty  of  a 
young  and  complaifant  daughter  was  not 
among  the  leaft  of  his  benefits*  But  I  was 
not  now  novice  enough  to  run  into  fuch  a 
fiiare ;  ten  or  twelve  years  £^o  I  n[Ught  have 

£  3  been 
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been  taken  in.  M.  UppevUle,  without 
doubty  would  have  appeared  at  the  inte- 
lifting  moment,  with  all  the  rage  of  an 
offended  parent,  ready  to  revenge  the  in- 
fuked  honor  of  his  daughter,  and  have 
made  me  pay  dearly  for  the  pleafure  o{  the 
moment.  Experience,  (befides,  I  did  not 
dare  violate  conjugal  fidelity)  experience, 
I  fay,  made  me  obfcrve  a  modeft  deport- 
ment. Notwithftanding,  we  are  afiured  by 
the  Apoftle  Paul,  and  Yorick,  (though  f 
do  not  know  they  were  ever  in  the  fame 
predicament)  that  the  Devil  is  an  adver(ary 
always  ready  to  play  us  fly  tricks.  I  there- 
fore thought  propfei  to  guard  againft  temp- 
tation ;  for  when  we  have  not  lived  at 
Court,  the^flefli  is  weak  at  thirty-feven. 
I  took  the  precaution  to  leave  the  door  a 
jar;  willing,  at  leafl:,  to  have  appearances 
in  my  favour. 
'    '  **  Sic 
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'^  Sit  down  a  moment  at  leaft^'*  iaid  I ; 
Ae  complied^  after  fome  little  hefitation. 
When  virtue,  caprice,  neceffity  or  fear,  en- 
gages us  to  facrifice  to  an  illicit  pleafure,  we 
canaot  be  fatisiied  with  the  idea  of  having 
aftcd  upriglitly,  but  we  muft  make  it  a_ 
matter  of  boaft,  and  repair  the  lofs  of  an 
enjoyment,  by  proceedings  which  we  think 
will  g^in  us  piaife,  and  feed  our  vanity. 
Thus  we  make  one  paflion  combat  an« 
other.    Happy  the  man  who  poflefies  the 
fecret  to  animate  them  to  deftrgy  each 
other.    To  difmifs  the  youngJady  coolly, 
laying  that  her  father  had  not  been  with 
me,  and  to  add  politely,  that  I  was  con- 
cerned at  the  ufelefs  trouble  (he  had  taken, 
doubtlefs    would    have    been    fufficient; 
but  knowing  the  defign,  and  fenfible  thac 
1  muft  obferve  a  certain  dilbince,  I  was  wil* 
Kng  to  recompenfc  myfidf  for  this  con- 

£  4  llraint. 
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ft 

ftraint,  by  the  glory  of  endeavouring-  to 
convert  a  girl  that  had  ftrayed  into  ihc 
paths  of  vice.  Full  of  this  idea,  I  took 
her  hand,  afked  her  age,  occupation,  the 
ftate  of  her  heart,  and  if  I  could  be  fervice- 
able  to  her  in  any  thing  ?  At  this  laft  quef- 
iton  (he  gratefully  preffed  my  hand,  and 
replied,  "  I  am  nineteen ;  I  live  with  mj 
mother ;  (he  is  not  rich  enough  to  drefs 
me  like  girls  of  my  own  age,  to  attract  the 
notice  of  men ;  befides,  I  do  not  wifh  to 
marry;  I  love  liberty  ;  did  my  heart  know 
any  engagement,  I  would  not  venture  myw 
felf  alone  with  fo  amiable  a  gentleman/^ 

I  perceived  that  this  was  a  proper  time 
to  begin  my  lefture,  and  replied  to  her  in 
a  confidential  tone,  "  My  dear  child,  I 
perfeftly  comprehend  you ;  I  know  too 
much  of  the  world  not  to  uaderftand,  it  is 

not 
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not  entirely  an  averfion  to  men  that  infpires 
you  with  a  diilik  to  the.  yoke  of  Hymen. 
It  is  true  liberty  is  a  rare  advantage ;  btit 
to  be  entirely  free  and  independent,  it  i^ 
oeceilary  to  poflefs  more  abundantly  the 
gifts  of  fortune  than  falls  to  your  lot :  with- 
out this^  neceflity  frequently  throws  us  into 
a  date  of  dependence  on  thofe  who  are 
richer  than  ourfel ves,  and  who  -expeft  in 
return  a  right  of  demanding  things  con- 
trary to  probity  and  honor.  If  we  have 
not  the  power  to  refift,  repentance,  a  con- 
Aitution  enervated  by  the  poifon  of  illicit 
pkafures,  a  wounded  confcience,  remorfe 
attending  the  infirmities  of  an  early  old 
age,  accompanied  by  mifery,  contempt, 
and  defpair,  never  fail  to  follow  a  weak 
and  difhonourable  compliance.  Thefe,, 
my^ear  child,  are  fome  of  the  evils  to 
which  want  may  lead  us,  if  we  do  not  en- 

E  5  deavour 
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deavour  td  aVoid  them  by  mduftry  and  vv^ 
gilahce;  Vic^  has  iaded  the  loftre  of  many 
tihfecks  beautiftil  as  your*s*^  At  the  con* 
clufion  of  thy  fpeech^  I  gently  look  'her 
hand,  my  virtue  ran  no  riik»  for  the  zeal 
t)f  the  converfation,  accompanied  by  the 
ambition  of  recovering  a  wandering  foul  ta 
t!ic  paths  of'  virtue,  had  entirely  banilhed 
every  idea  of  fenfuolity* 

The  young  girl  caft  down  her  eyes  with 
cOnfufion ;  a  tear  of  fliam^  and  vexatioa 
fi^  on  her  right  hand,  which  was  ibdofed 
in  my  left—"  Do  not  let  the  pi&ure  I 
have  juft  dmwn  alarm  you/'  added  I; 
with  yt>ur  beauty  and  merit,  ti^nt  cannot 
aflail,  if  virtue  and  induftry  Aixt6k  your 
fteps.  The  reputation  of  your  prudence 
iviil  foon  be  Kpread  in  the  neighbourhood,, 
from  thenee  tluou^hout  the  city.  Examples 

of 
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of  econoioical  and  viruious  women  are 
icarce ;  if  you  augment  the  fmall  number, 
your  alliance  will  be  fought  by  men  of 
irealth  and  underfianding :  you  will  then 
crown  the  wifhes  of  him  you  tliink  moft 
worthy,  become  an  afiedionate  wife,  and 
tender  mother,  difpenfing  faapjunefs  through 
a  whole  family.  When  time  ihall  fade  the 
rpTes  of  your  complexion^  the  efleem  and 
love  of  your  friends  and  relations  will  open 
before  you  a  new  fcene  of  happinefs.  £x«< 
cmpt  from  reproach,  free  from  pain,  and 
bodily  maladies,  you  will  enjoy  iatisfaftion 
to  the  laft  hour.  All  thofe  who  have  been 
witnefles  of  your  happinefs  will  blefe  your 
memory,  and  recount  your  virtues  to  pof- 
teriry/' 

» ■ 
"  Ah,  Sir,"  cried  Ihe,  "  you  pierce  my 

heart ;  would  to  Heaven — "   She  appeared 

E6  too 
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too  much  affcfted  to  (ay  more,  •*  WeD^ 
my  dear  child/^  (akt  I,  *•  inftead  of  dn% 
fiiddcn  and  momentary  emotion,  I  (hall  be 
ffiuch  better  pleafed  for  my  difcourleto 
make  a  durable  impFeflion/' 

rhad'a  little  ftbne*  ring  of  fmall  value, 
with  my  cypher.  I*  orm  I  had  bought  k 
with  an  intention  of  beftowing  it  as  the 
price  of  an  aftion  le(s  meritorious.  *•  Ac* 
cept,"  faid  r,  "  this  ring  as  a  remcm* 
brance  ;■  and  if  ever  you  are  in  danger  of 
doing  any  thing  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  thofe  truths  with  which  you  were  fo  a^ 
fefted,  look  at  this  ring,  and  remember 
the  exhortation r  of  a  man  who  wilhes  you 
well/'  I  then  faluted,  and  with  a  raodcft 
and  re(pe<flful  attention^  conducted  her  to* 
the  door«. 

Bravo  I 


Bravo  I  friend  Pet^r^  thou  haft  done  % 
a  good  aftion^  and  haft  experienced  fii 
much  fati$fa&ioa  and  content,  that  it  will 
be  well  worth  thy  while  to  repeat  it  a$  oftea 
as  pofllbie,  that  thou  nmyft  frequently  fed 
the  pleafure  that  attaches  itfelf  to  the  prac- 
tice  of  virtue.  Notwithftandingj  had  I 
been  without  fear  of  frelh  embarrafl'ments,. 
and  my  profely  te  had  not  been  the  daughter 
of  the  anful  Frenchman — But  why  exa- 
mine into  the  fource  of  our  virtues  and  fa- 
crifices — I  vanquiflied  my  defires — was  not 
that  fufficient  ? — I  fealed  my  letter,  and 
fent  it  to  the  poft ;  after  which  I  joined  the 
captain,  who  was  waiting  for  mc»  M.  dc 
Lippeville  came  about  an  hour  after- 

Our  fiipper  was  exceedingly  cheerful;  / 
the  approbation  of  confcience,  renders  the  \ 

heart  fufceptible  to  ourth.    The  features  of 

our 
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It  was  after  quitting  this  place  that  h^ 
entered  into  the  (ervice  of  the  Danifli  en- 
voy, then  refidenc  at  Paris ;  here  he  learned 
the  elements  of  that  language  which  was 
afterwards  fo  ufcful  to  him.  His  exquifite 
&ill  in  procuring  pretty  women  for  his  ex- 
cellency obtained  him  the  place  of  fecretary^ 
to  a  cardinal,  who  could  neither  read 
nor  write.  All  the  time  which  his  emi- 
nence did  not  pafs  in  bed/  at  table,  or  in 
particular  intimacy  with  a  young  man  of 
feventeen  (whofe  heart  and  mind  he  was 
endeavouring  to  form)  was  fpent  in  catch- 
ing of  flies,  cutting  off  their  wings,  and 
gluing  little  paper  figures  on  their  back5> 
which  the  poor  animals  thus  torcured  wese 
&)rced  to  drag  along,  to  the  great  diverfion 
of  M,  Ic  Cardinal.  Lippeville  was  ex- 
tremely well  fatisfied  with  his  fituation,  ac- 
companied his  mafter  to  Italy^  iaw  all  the 

curioiiues 
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curiofities  of  that  fine  country,  crept  up 
the  Sca/a  Santa  on  his  knees,  and  at  length 
made  the  tour  of  Europe,  in  company  with 
his  eminence's  coulin,  under  the  name  of 
Cafitane  de  Lippeville^ 

After  the  deceaie  of  the  young  lord^ 
who  died  in  confequence  of  his  gallantry  at 
Aix,  he  fhared  the  property  with  the  do» 
meftics.  At  Spa  the  game  of  pharo  de» 
prived  him  of  all  but  the  penfion  which  he 
had  purchafed,  and  that  he  alfo  loft  after* 
wards.  The  feventh  chapter  of  the  firflk 
volume  contains  the  remainder  of  his  ad* 
ventures. 

It  was  beyond  midnight  when  we  fepa* 
rated.  The  day  following  I  employed  ia 
vifiting  the  principal  curiofitics  of  thft 
city.  .      .  :  ..       .. 
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We  may  have  feen  a  great  many  coun- 
tries without  gaining  information  from  our 
travels ;  a  refledion  I  entirely  felt  the  force 
of.     Notwichftanding  die  (hortnefs  of  our 
(lay  in  the  capital  of  Denmark,  had  we 
been  accompanied  by  a  man  of  learning, 
he  would  not  have  failed  to  fix  our  atten- 
tion on  feveral  objedts,  which  might  have 
given  us  an  idea  of  the  national  charader, 
manners,  and  degree  of  improvement  of 
the  inhabitants.  But  the  old  vagabond  who 
was  our  guide  had  no  fuch  idea ;  he  (hewed 
us  the  (latue  of  Leda  on  the  Ifle  of  jimaCf 
between  Copenhagen  and  Chriftian's-haven, 
the  citadel  of  Frederick's-haven,  the  caille 
of  the  city,  which  is  truly  magnificent,  and 
worthy  the  attention  of   flrangers,  and  the 
famous  hofpital  of  Wharton,  that  our  con- 
dudlor  would  never  have  mentioned,  if, 
loving  to  recal  to   my  memory  the  weak- 

nefs 
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nefs  of  human  nature,  I  had  not  queflioned 
him  concerning  the  hofpitals  and  charities. 
This  inflitution  merits  particular  attention, 
as  it  contains  more  than  three  hundred 
beds.  But  I  promifed  in  the  preceding 
chapter  to  fpare  you  a  wearifome  defcrip- 
tion  of  Copenhagen,  and  an  honeft  man 
(hould  ever  keep  his  word. 

We  returned  in  the  evening,  fatigued 
with  our  walks  about  .the  city,  took  leav^ 
of  our  Cicerone^  went  on  board  oext  morn- 
ing at  fix>  and  failed  for  Hoiiand. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  vir. 

Teter   continues   his  Manufcript   during  tBc 

•  Voyage.- 

THE  mildnefs  of  the  weadier  appeared 
to  promiiib  us  a  happy  voyage  $  all 
tried  to  amufe  themfelves ;  punchy  cards^ 
and  tobacco,  were  employed  for  that  puN 
pofe.  Notwichdanding,  towards  evenings 
1  drew  out  my  manufcript^  and  read  as  foU 
lows^ 


Continuation  of  M.  Brick^s  ManuJirifU 

**  When  I  awoke,  I  found  mj^felf  in  the 
Tcry  fame  fpot  where  I  had  difembarked 
the  day  of  my  arrival  in  this  fjriunate 
country,  and  equally  faint  with  hunger  as 

I  then 
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1  then  was — All  that  I  had  feeii  and  heard 
2tppeared  as  a  dream.  Could  hunger  and 
wcarinefs,  thought  I,  throw  ilie  into  fo 
deep  a  fleep,  that  the  two  perfons  whom  I 
imagined  conduced  me  to  their  delightful 
dwellings,  and  prefented  to  my  fight  an  in- 
nocent and  truly  hanpy  natioft,  (hould  be 
no  more  than  falfe  piftufes,  and  the  fport  of 
imagination  ?  Who  dare  decide  to  the  con- 
trary ?  There  is  fo  little  to  be  depended  on, 
even  in  our  waking  ideasj  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  convince  others  of  the  exiftence  of 
an  objeft  which  they  have  not  feen.  The 
MGfft  learned  men  difpute  daily  on  things 
that  they  af&rm  having  experienced,  and 
©bferved  with  the  greateft  car^.  But  does 
not  the  clear-lighted  man  didinguifh  what 
is  imperceptible  to  him  whofe  fight  is 
weak  ?  Does  not  the  aftronomer  with  his 
iube  contemplate  other  worlds  ?  Muft  the 

plurality 
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What  bufinefs  haft  thou  in  my  garden  i" 
I  looked  haftily  behind  me,  and  difcovered 
a  man  drefled  from  head  to  foot,  but  io  (o 
ridiculous  a  manner,  that  I  was  aftonilh^. 
I^is  drefs  confifted  in  a  number  of  little 
pieces,  which  fo  entirely  disfigured  his 
fliape  and  features,  that  he  prefented  the 
moft  grotcfque  and  laughable  appearance. 

*'  Generous  man,'*  faid  I,  **  foigive  mc; 
It  is  fo  long  fince  I  tafted  food,  that  the 
acutenefs  of  my  hunger  forced  me  to  feizc 
your  property.  1  am  alfo  a  ftranger,  and 
was  ignorant  that  the  gardens  belonged  to 
any  perfon  in  particular,  having  lately-bem 
accuftomcd  to  a  country  where  the  gifts  of 
Nature  are  in  common.*' 

The  Man.  It  i^  not  (b  here ;  we  are  oblig  - 
cd  to  pay  heavy  taxes,  or  how  would  our 

erif 
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erif  (thus  thofe  iflanders  call  their  fove- 
reigns)  fupport  the  expence  of  thofe  cu- 
rious foreign  animals  which  he  fends  for  to 
Aich  a  diftance,  in  order  to  amufe  hioofelf 
with  their  antics  ? 

^*  Brick.  Is  it  poffiblc  that,  to  furnilh 
amufements  to  your  erif,  you  labour  with 
the  fweat  of  your  brow,  and  are  neceffitated 
to  refufe  a  little  nourifliment  to  a  ftranger 
fainting  with  hun|^er  ? 

"  7be  Man.  Softly,  foftly,  ftranger ;  I 
pardon  you  this  time,  but  in  future  be 
careful  to  ipeak  with  more  refpe£t  of  ^  ooit 
gracious  fovereign.  Murmurs  are  ufelefs  i 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  our  prince j  he  is  only 
ten  years  old.  But  if  in  reality  you  have 
been  long  without  food,  I  have  fufficient 
to  appeafc  your  hunger.'* 

VOL.  II.  F  Wc 
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*'  Wc  entered  into  his  cottage ;  where- 
ever  I  turned  my  eyes  there  were  the  marks 
of  poverty ;  the  furniture  old  and  broken ; 
a  wife  and  fix  children  covered  with  rags- 
bags  of  dried  leaves  ferving  the  whole  &• 
mily  for  beds. 

^^  f  be  Man.  Do  not  be  aftonifh^  at 
diefe  outward  marks  of  milery— There  was 
a  time  when  our  fituation  was  happier,  but 
the  taxes  with  which  we  are  loaded  have  re- 
duced us  to  the  cruel  necefCty  of  felling  one 
ihing  after  another,  to  pay  the  king's  du- 
ties^. There  is  fome  of  our  conmion 
liood,  (it  was  a  pafte  made  with  the  flour 
of  a  plant,  mixed  with  water,  and  baked 
ID  die  oven)  eat  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  the 

*  To  rendef  it  more  dear,  I  fhall  ufe  the  words 
lung,  mioifter,  and  farmexs-jBeneral. 

J§Kt09t  s  JnctCm 

gods 
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gods  will  return  it  to  me-^Dd  yoti  believe 
in  the  immortals  ? 


>■  > 


'*  Brick.  I  believe  in  one  at  Icaft  j  but 
how  can  you  aik  that  queftion  ? 

"  The  Man.  Why,'  1  fuppofed  you  came 
from  the  capital,  where  the  exigence  f&  % 
Divinity  is  no  longer  believed  ;  for  if  the 
minifters  thought  that  thbre  weTb  X3ods 
who  puniih  wickedn^^,  they  Mroukl  not 
treat  us  fo  cruelly*  I  myfelf  kocad  thi 
pafte  you  are  ^atifig»  ari4  grow  in  my  owil 
fields  the  grain  of  which  it  is  compofed ; 
notwitbftanding,  for  e^h  bufh^l  I  gaUier 
I  am  obliged  to  give  the  fovereign  a  <ftoiie  ^ 

by  way  of  tax. 

'\  • 

-  ••    • . 

*  A  particular  kind  of  precious  ftone,  Which  Is 
found  at  a  prodigious  dq>th  in  the  earthj  and  that 
flav€s  procure  at  the  utmoft  hazard,  pafled  here  htftead 

Fa  erf 
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•*  Brick.  How  can  you  bear  fuch  op- 
preffion  ?  You  informed  me  you  (bveitign 
was  a  child^  and  it  is  ^^inft  nature  to 
obey  an  iiifant  ^  it  is  unjuft  that  fo  many 
millions  of  men  (hould  labour  to  fumilh 
one  with  frivolous  amufements.  Leave 
this'  giddy  boy  to  grow  up,  and  choole  a 
refpedable  old  man  for  your  chie£ 

"The  Man.  Ah,  you  know  nothing  of  the 
matter ;  I  find  you  are  indeed  a  ftrangen 
The  inftant  the  old  Ibvettign  dies,  his  fon^ 
however  young,  takts  his  place. 

of  moiiejy  'If  ft  &bjeA  difcovered  any  on  his  lands, 
hew^y  oUiged  to  deliver  Aem  to  Ac  royal  treafury* 
as  all  thofe  ftones,  vifiUe  or  invifible*  belonged  to  the 
prince.  Several  (laves  have  loft  their  lives  m  feeking 
Ihem  ia  the  boireb  of  the  earth,  • 

Brick. 
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Brick.  That  caftom  I  perfi^ftfy  under- 
ftaiid,  though  it  is  not  die  lefs  ridiculous ; 
but  if  you  are  £itisfied,  I  have  no  reafon  to 
be  otherwife  ;  yet  if  the  greater  number  of 
the  fubjefts  are  diffitisfied^  it  is  in  their 
power  to  fuppre(s  what  too  weak  an  indul^ 
g^ce  firft  introduced.  How  ridiculous  to 
obey  an  inSuit,  who  perhaps  cannot  yet 
fpeak* 

"  Tbe  Man.  Oh,  yes,  our  prince  can 
fpeak ;  but  at  the  bottom  it  is  not  himfelf 
who  gpvems  ;  it  is  his  mother,  a  prieft,:and 
the  firft  cook.  Theie  three  peopk  do 'what 
they  pleaie  in  the  name  of  the  young  king^ 
and  we  are  the  dupes ;  they  tax  us  above 
our  power,  under  pretence  of  fupporting 
the  foreign  animals  in  the  kill's  mena- 
gery,  while,  onthe  contrary,  it. is  the  old 
matron,  the  pridft,  and  the  cook,  who  dif- 

F  3  lipatc 
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£pate  .  the  nation's  treadire^  and  fquander 
what  they  obtain  fiom  our  labour. 

"  Brici.  Well,  I  may  boaft  of  my  coun- 
try,  where  fucti  impofition  is  uaknown  >  it 
is  moil  unheard-of  abomination. 


»., 


.  ^*:TbiMM.  All  this  is  nothing;  when 
you  advance  fanher  in  the  country,  you 
will  yet  fee  (branger  things. 

m 

<^  Brui.  Heaven  defend  me!  I  will 
leave  you.  Accept  my  thanks  for  your 
liofpicality ;  Providence,  I  hope,  will 
requite  you.  To  compleat  yqur  cliarity, 
inform  me  of  the  neareft  road  to  the  fron^ 
tiers. 

-  ^*  ^le  Man.  Oh,  you  AriU  icon  reach 
ihem^  and  though  you  nalk  but  mode^ 

rately, 


nxidj,  jou  will  crofs  the  ibites  of  four  fo« 
vereigns  before  the  going  down  of  the  fun# 
Eveiy  one  of  tbefe  fittk  kings  has  a  nghf 
to  chop  off  your  head,  if  you  lay  any  thing 
to  incur  their  difpleafure^ 

"  Brick.  Fo«r  countries  fa  pafs !  I  fliall 
furely    meet    one    where  the  people  are 
luppy.    Adieu^  my  friend.     Continuing 
my  way,  I  (bon  reached  another  fovereignty .. 
By  the  fide  of  a  field,  I  met  a  country maa 
OTerwhehned  with   melancholy.      *'  Tell 
me,"  {aid  1,  **  why  this  country  is  fo  bar- 
ren and  uncultivated  ?  Is  it  occaConed  by 
the  ravages  of  war  r" — •*  No,**  replied  the 
villager,  "it  is  the  large  wild  mice  that 
make  this  deflrudlion  in  the  night/*  ■  ■  * 
**  Is  there  no  means  to  extirpate  them  ?**— 
**  Oh,  no,  we  mufl  not  attempt  it }  they 
fumiOi  our  prince  with  his  mod  {slyovltm 

F  4  amufement  ^ 
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amuiemeDt;  he  has  them  brought  here 
from  all  parts»  and  unhappy  would  that 
fubjeft  be  that  Ihould  dare  moleft  them  ^ 
in  himfelf  alone  lies  the  privilege  of  killing 
them.  To-morrow  there  will  be  a  great 
daughter,  as  our  lord  goes  a  hunting.  He 
is  a  handfome  man,  mild  and  afiable ;  a 
number  of  ilaves  will  be  fet  on  foot  to 
icatch  thele  mice,  and  whoever  procures 
three  will  obtain  his  liberty;  but  thofe  who 
hU.  will  be  forced  to  race  until  they  drop 
down  dead,  a  fight  that  affords  the  utmoft 
amufement  to  our  good  king ;  you  cannot 
form  an  idea  of  his  mirth  at  this  fpe&acle.^ 
^'  Abominable  mirth  !*'  exclaimed  I ;  ^'  pray 
direft  me  the  neareft  road  out  of  thefe  ter- 


ritories." 


The  counfryman  did  fo,  and  I  redoubled 
my  pace  to  reach  the  neighbouring  ftate  i 

wliich 
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which  I  h:Cd  hardly  entered,  when  I  per- 
ceived a  man  pofted  near  the  limits,  armed 
with  a  bow  and  arrows,  who  called  te  me 
in  a  terrible  voice — **  Stop,  ftop;  who' are 
you  ?  To  arms,  comrades,  to  arms !  Here 
is  Ae  enemy  ! — Halloo,  courage  ! — ^Tell 
ine  ioftantly  who  you  arc.*' — "  A  poor, 
defencelefs,  innocent  traveller." — "  If  fo, 
advance,  friend  1  pafs  without  fear.  Good 
day.''  I  advanced,  fmiling-*>'*  But  tell 
me,"  fiud  I,  *^  why  this:  terrible  noiie.  Is 
the  enemy  in  the  country  ?** — ^*  No,  cer- 
tainly," replied  the  redoubtable  warrior ; 
"  you  (ee  that  my  bow  is  unftrung ;  we 
aft  thus,  in  order  not  to  lofe  the  cuftom 
of  arms,  in  cafe  we  (hould  go  to  war.  Our 
fovereign  loves  the  noife  of  camps  and  wai;-, 
like  manoeuvres ;  he  has  never  any  battles 
to  fight,  does  no  one  mifchief ;  notwith- 
fianding,  he  is  partial  to  the  bloody  games 

.    ■     F5  of 
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of  Bellona.     In  the  night  he  wakes -fud* 
denly,  leaps  from  his  bed^  crying^  *  Hal« 
loo !  to  arms !  we  have  reached  the  enemy ; 
kill,  maiUkcre  all  you  meet/  For  our  partSi 
vre  are  obliged  to  a£k  the  fame."— "Doubt- 
Icfs,  you  are  well  paid  for  your  trouble  ?** 
'*  But  moderately ;  every  two  days  we  re* 
ceive  a  large  piece  of  pafte^  but  half  of  it 
we  are  obliged  to  make  into  bullets,  which 
we  throw  ai  each  othpr  every  morning  for 
in  hour,  to  imitate  ^  battle,  our  prince 
joinuig  wiik  us  in  the  fport.   We  have  but 
litde  pafte  remaining  for  the  fecond  day, 
therefore  it  is  a  kind  of  a  faft,  but  then  we 
have  nothing  to  do.     Have  you  an  incli- 
nation to  lift  into  the  troops  of  our  fovo- 

.Riga?*' *•» Heaven    preferve  me,    ray 

friend — is  the  next  principality  hx  diAant?" 
*J  No,  ypu  will  reach  it  in  an  Ivour.**  I 
had  no  (boner  quitted  him,  than  he  began 

exclaiming 
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exclaimiag — ^Halloo,  comrades!  mind  your 
goard^  di^  enemy  is  near— Good  joumeyp, 
fiicnd." 

*'  1  wa$  almoft  tempted  to  believe  that 
I  was  travelling  through  a  country  of  mad* 
meni  as  I  advance,  perhaps^  thought  I, 
I  may  meet  with  fbvereigns  more  enlight^ 
ened  and  wife^— J^ut  who  is  that  who  fighs 
and  groans  fo  piteoufly  befide  me  ?  It  was  a 
poor  woman  who  was  weeping  with  the  ut* 
mod  bitcernefs;  her  only  fon  had  beei) 
torn  from  her  to  fend  to  the  prbce.  **  My 
fon/'  laid  (he,  '^  was  my  only  hope  and 
comfort ;  he  has  laboured  with  fo  much  iu^ 
duftry  fince  the  death  of  his  father,  that  he 
entirely  maintained  me  and  his.  two  little 
fitters.  I  (hall  now  be  obliged  to  cultivate 
tny  fields  by  my  own  weak  labour  ;  for  I 
am  not  rich  enough  to  purchafe  or  fupporjc 

F  6  a  Have  j 
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a  Have ;  yet  my  rates  and  taxes  will  ftill 
continue  the  fiune ;  they  are  laid  upon  our 
lands,  and  I  muft  pay,  though  by  the  lofs 
of  my  Ton  deprived  of  the  means  of  culti- 
trating  them  to  advantage/' 

•  I  afked  her  of  what  eflential  lervice  her 
fbn  could  be  to  the  monarch?  She  was 
iflonifhed  at  the  queftion.  **  Is  it  poflible 
you  (hould  be  uninformed  ?*' — "  Why,  it 
h  not  eafy  to  divine/'— -Well  then,  I  will 
tell  you.  Our  erif  keeps  twenty  thoufand 
players  on  the  lyre,  all  of  the  fame  height ; 
his  territories  being  fmall,  he  finds  it  diffi- 
cult to  aflemble  fo  many  men  of  a  fize. 
He  might  employ  ftrangers,  but  they  muft 
be  paid,  and  his  own  fubjeds  are  neceffi- 
tated  to  become  muficians  without  recom* 
pence.  His  capital  is  magnificent,  and 
well  peopled^  for  the  flreecs  are.  crouded 

with 
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ii?ith  the  playcFs  on  the  lyie,  but  the  coun- 
try  is  in  the  moft  deplorable  fituation ;  the 
women  till  and  cultivate  the  ground,  at  the 
lame  time  depriving  themfplves  of  necefla- 
rics,  in  order  to  carry  food  to  the  city  for 
their  fons,  brothers,  or  coufins,  for  fear  the 
poor  niuficiahs  (hould  die  of  hunger, 
(Such  are  the  caprices  of  the  princes  near 
the  pole.    Happily  it  is  not  fo  in  Europe.) 
The  ftrongeft  men  being  thus  employed^ 
the  people  become  difpirited,  and  loie  their 
induftry.   By  degrees  the  muficians  become 
accuftomed   to   their    fituation,    thinking 
themfelves  happy  to  continue  therein  ;  for 
ihould  their  health  be  impaired,  or  their 
phyfiognomy  happen  to  difpleafe  the  erif, 
he  difmiffes  them,  leaving  them  the  choice 
of  robbing,  at  rilk  of  the  gibbet,  or  perifli* 
ing  with  hunger.     You  will  doubtlefs  aik 
if  this  puiflant  proteftor  of  the  players  on 

the 
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the  lyre  is  a  great  mufician  i^  No :  he  un« 
deiftands  nothing  of  mufic,  nor  can  any 
«4e  conceive  his  reaiba  for  aflembling  fuch 
a.  mimber  of  Orpheus's  round  him. 

I  haftened  to  quit  this  harmonious  abX>de, 
but  met  with  a  misfortune  in  the  attempt* 
The  government,  inftead  of  providing  la* 
hour  for  the  mod  induftrious/took  in* 
finite  pains  to  impoverifh  the  fubjefts ;  but 
had,  notwithjn:anding,  made  excellent  hut 
mane  regulations  againft  beggars.  If  they 
found  any  one  entreating  a(fiftance,  they 
immediately  caufed  them  to  be  tranfported 
to  the  frontiers  by  guards.  Admirable  inr 
ftitution ! — ^firft  to  rob  them  with  impunity 
of  their  purfe^  and  then  to  forbid  them  tp 
9&.  back  a  fmaU  pittance  of  their  own  mor 
ney.  Happily,  as  I  (aid  before,  this  counr 
try  was  aot  IsMTgCj  otherwife  they  mighf 

have 
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bare  inarched  a  man  guilty  of  beggaiy  uil« 
til  he  dropped  down  dead  with  £itigue  and 
hunger.  I  had  nearly  experienced  that 
hxc,  for  I  had  exhauAed  myfelf  fo  entirely 
with  walking,  that  I  fainted,  and  fell  at  the 
door  of  a  houfe,  where  I  entreated  a  reding 
place  and  a  little  food.  The  magtflrate,  in 
fpiteofmy  earned  entreaties,  inftantly  or- 
dered me  to  be  thrown  into  a  cart,  in  which 
I  was  jolted  from  village  to  village,  till  I 
reached  the  territories  of  a  neighbouring 
prince,  where  I  was  thrown  on  the  ground 
in  the  open  country, and  left  indie  greatell  ^ 
diftre^. 

« 

"  Faint  with  hunger,  and  finking  with 
£itigue,  I  Was  more  than  an  hour  in  drag* 
ging  my  w^ary  limbs  to  a  neighbouring 
hut.  A  generous  and  refpefbtble  old  man, 
decently  doathed,  drew  near  to  me,  and,^ 

moved 
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moved  with  compaffioDj  led  me  gently  t<v 
wards  his  habitation.  He  took  particalar 
care  of  me,  and  my  ftrength  began  to  re- 
turn in  about  twenty-four  hours. 

**  I  exprefled  my  gt;atitude  to  my  bene* 
fadtor  :  but  for  him  I  (hould  have  £illen  a 
viftim  to  the  excellent  police  of  the  puif* 
fant  protedor  of  the  players  on  the  lyrfc 
The  man  who  had  fo  generoufly  faved  my 
life  was  what  is  called  among  us  a  fchool- 
mafter ;  he  inftrufted  the  country  youths, 
teaching  them  with  the  utmoft  zeal,  but 
extraordinary  (implicity ;  he  early  taught 
the  children  to  know  their  duties,  and  to 
enjoy  the  fatisfisiAion  of  doing  a  good  ac- 
tion ;  he  bred  them  to  a  love  of  labour,  or* 
der,  application,  and  economy,  thus  form- 
ing an  important  claTs  of  citizens,  who  ac« 
quire  allj  fupport  all,  and  on  which  the  ge- 
neral 
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nera]  felicity   depends.     This  peribn  was 
therefore  one  of  the  mod  ufeful  members  of 
the  (late,  and  I  naturally  concluded^  that 
from  the  throne  to  the  lowed  of  the  fub- 
jeAs,  all  muft  treat  with  refpeA  the  man 
who  fixed  the  foundation  on  an  inftruded 
and  induftrious  generation.    How  gready 
was  1  deceived  ! — ^The  monarch  thought  of 
nothing  but  his  pleafures,  neglected  the  ia« 
cred  duties  of  his  throne,  banifbing  every 
thing  that  might  give  rife  to  reflection  or 
ferious  ideas.   He  entertained  a  large  com- 
pany of  rope-dancers  and  tumblers,  who 
were  daily  obliged  to  repeat  their  tricks  in 
his  prcfence.     Thefe  jugglers  were  richly 
paid,  honored,  and  efteemed.     The  -  firft 
female  performer   of  the    company   had 
ninety-five  times  as  much  falary  as  the  re- 
fpeftable  old  man  before-mentioned ;  be* 
fides,  the  profeffion  of  a  fchool-mafter  was 

held 
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held  in  univerfal  difelleem.    He  did  noC 
dare  addrefs  the  great ;  even  the  common- 
alty of  the  capital  looked  on  him  with  dif- 
dain.    In  general,  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  country,  which  was  extenfive,  neither 
merit  was  rewarded  nor  places  ^ven  for  die 
common  utility,  but  after  the  mpft  ridicu- 
lous prejudices.    There  were  few  men  of 
underftanding  who  would  undertake  the 
important  employments;  and  for  fchool* 
mailers,  they  admitted  none  but  thofe  wh9 
undertook^  the  charge  at  the  loweft  price^ 
Thofe  fituations  were  ufually  filkd  by  ^ 
loweft  and  moft  ignorant  o£  mankind  ^  foe 
even  did  a  ikiiful  candidate  offer,  who  dc* 
fermined  to  adopt  this  kind  of  life,  from 
goodnefs  of  heart,   or  I^  neceflity,  the 
emoluments  attached  to  it  were  fo  fnudl, 
that  it  qut  bflfall  means  of  (hewing  his  ta* 
leols^  and  frequently  forced  him  for  (lib* 

fiftencc 
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fiftence  to  have  recourfe  to  fome  mean  and 
vuJgar  employment.  This  abufe  was  never 
attempted  to  be  removed,  for  the  govern- 
ment could  not  condefcend  to  look  into  the 
iollnidion  of  the  people*  Public  tuition 
was  therefore  intruded  to  the  infpedtion  of 
a  certain  order^  who  had  ufurped  the  title 
of  the  truepriefls  of  the  Divinity  y  wh<^c  in* 
teieft  was  rather  to  keep  the  people  in  ig^ 
norance  than  to  improve  their  underfbmd* 
^g :  thus  they  took  care  to  throw  powerful 
obfbKrks  in  the  way  of  education*  The 
g^t^r  part  of  the  fchool-^nafters  were  theit 
creatures,  and  neceffitated  to  follow  their 
plans,  or  otherwiie  totally  ignorant.  Added 
to  this,  inflrudlion  was  to  be  given  by  ini 
variable  rules ;  inftead  of  diredting  the  at- 
tention of  the  child  to  gentlenefs,  the  du- 
ties of  fopiety,  and  the  beauties  of  benefi- 
cent Nature,  they  &tigued  their  memories 

for 
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for  fifteen  years  with  abfurd  and  unintcirw 
giblc  fyftems^  invented  by  interefted  and 
artful  people.  Mifery  to  the  child  who 
fliould  have  endeavoured  to  follow  its  own 
underftanding — mifery  to  the  niafter  who 
Ihould  have  endeavoured  to  adopt  any 
other  method  of  inftrudion ! — In  the  name 
of  a  goody  tolerant,  and  merciful  Creator, 
they  would  have  purfued  them  to  the 
grave.  My  hoft  was  enregiftred  in  the  ca* 
talogue  of  the  reproved  by  thefe  bron«s, 
his  reputation  of  probity,  and  whole  ftock 
of  prudence  were  fcarccly  fuflficient  to  de* 
fend  him  from  the  fnares  fpread  for  his  be^^ 
ierodoxy,  which  was  the  name  given  to  good 
fenfe  in  this  country. 

» 

The  law  invented  by  thefe  priefts,  to 
whom  this  vaft  part  of  the  globe,  and  the 
erifs  themfelves,  were  obliged  to  fubmic, 

went 


went  fb  £ir  as  to  forbid  them  tafting  parti* 
cular  food,  or  labouring  at  ufeful  employ* 
meats  oa  certain  days  they  cfaofe  to  no« 
niaate. 

^  One  particular  fet  of  the  fubje&s  had 
not  fubmitted  to  this  ridiculous  law^  de- 
xerminihg  only  to  aOt  according  to  their 
conviftiony  a  crime  that  was  puniflied  by 
the  moft  cruel  oppreffion ;  obliged  in  ibme 
meafure  to  pay  for  the  air  they  breathed, 
gO^rally  de(pifed,  condemned, .  and  de* 
jclared  incapable  of  iiolding  any  place  in 
the  ftate  ^  they  would  have  been  extirpated, 
had  iQQt  the  intereft  of  the  princes  preierved 
their  exigence.  .  Notwithftanding  the  in« 
juftice  they  were  guilty  of  towards  them, 
xhtf  were  ufeful  to  their  country,  not  de« 
felting  their  homes,  but  leading  a  regular 
and  quiet  life,  following  the  cuftoms  of 

their 
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cheir  fathers,  not  troubling  themfelves  with 
the  affairs  of  the  ftate,  patient  in  misfor- 
tune, laborious,  aftive,  and  temperate, 
having  among  them  men  of  underftanding 
and  philofbpAiers.  The  unworthy  proceed- 
Ugs  of  the  reft  of  the  nation  towards  them 
was  not  jNToper  to  infpire  them  with  attach- 
ment ^  it  rather  excited  mutual  hatitd, 
giving  room. to  difhonourable  a&ions.— 
They  were  accufed  of  taking  part  in  all  the 
thefts  committed ;  the  greater  part  of  theie 
opprefled  fubjedts  followed  the  profeffion 
of  ufurers^  nor  was  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
they  were  deprived  of  every  mear«s  of  gaia* 
ing  an  honeft  fubfiftence,  and  themfelves 
devoted  to  public  difdain. 

>  The  offices  of  ftatej^as  I  be&re  remarked, 
are  not  beftowed  according  to  the  degrees 
of  utility,  but  by  the  moft  ridiculous  pre* 

judices. 
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jucBces.  Amoiig  others  there  was  an  order 
of  diftinguifhed  cidzens,  who  held  the  Brfk 
rank  after  the  princes ;  they  were  called  the 
hann^  beads  :  certain  families  looked  on 
this  as  a  prerogative,  and  took  particular 
pride  in  proving,  that  their  fathers  carried 
their  heads  in  the  lame  manner,  and  had 
nearer  married  women  without  a  limilar 
propenfity.    Their  anceftors  had  probably 
ferved  their  country,  and  their  cotempora* 
ties,  out  of  gratitude,  had  given  them  the 
appellation  of  the  bowing  beads,  as  a  nuttk 
of  diftindion.     The  efteem  of  the  people^ 
the  careful  education  bellowed  on  their 
children,  and  perhaps  the  riches  acquired 
by  their  talents  and  valour,  aided  to  tranf- 
niit  the  veneration  to  their  pofterity  which 
themfelves  had  enjoyed ;  the  mothers,  atten* 
tive  to  revive  in  their  children  the  image  of 
their  iUuftrious  anceftors,  bent  their  heads 

forward 
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fcrward  as  (boa  as  they  were  born.  Bat 
this  diilin^on  foon  degenerated  into  abufe, 
as  the  latter  defcendants,  proud  of  the  high 
efteem  diey  acquired  from  their  fathers, 
thought  there  was  no  occafion  for  them  to 
imitace  their  virtues,  therefore  contented 
themfelves  by  proving  their  refemblance  by 
the  bowing  bead  alone.  By  the  moft  fatal 
blindnefst  the  ilate  did  not  only  continue 
to  thefe  dcfcendants  tlie  privileges  granted 

> 

to  their  fathers  (which  was  in  fbme  means 
jufBfiable)  but  alio  gave  them  frefh  prero- 
gativess  both  political  and  moral,  due  only 
to  real  merit  and  talents.  Thus  the  firft 
dignities  of  the  flate  were  granted  to  none 
but  the  b&iving  beads ;  the  moft  refpeftable, 
wife,  or  enlightened  old  man  was  necefli- 
tated  to  fubfift  on  a  flender  income,  be- 
caufe  his  head  was  ei^,  and  obliged  to 
obey  an  ignorant  noble,  who  was  richly 

paid 
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paid  for  what  he  did  not  do.  Thcfe  men 
imagined  thcmfelves  fo  much  ab'^ve  the 
reft,  that  they  alfo  fought  to  diftioguifli 
tbeir  party  by  the  mod  expenfivc  appear- 
ance. The  luxury  with  which  they  were 
furrounded  frequently  deranged  their  af- 
fairs^ notwithRanding  the  privileges  and 
immunities  which  they  enjoyed,  yet  preju- 
dice was  fo  powerful  in  their  favour,  cfaac 
the  rich,  wife,  and  enlightened  man,  whole 
head  was  naturally  ere(5l,  frequently  bent  it 
to  the  earth  before  an  ignorant  and  indigent 
Hoble.  To  proteft  their  fooliOi  pride, 
there  reigned  among  them  fo  fimilar  a  fpi- 
fit,  that  they  admitted  none  but  equals  into 
their  focieties.  The  vanit)'  of  fbme  weak 
men  led  them,  even  at  an  advanced  age, 
to  attempt  to  bend  their  heads, '  in  order 
that  they  might  be  admitted  into  thofc 
wcairifome  and  vain-glorious  aflemblies, 
VOL,  !!•  G  where 
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where  pride  and  arrogant  poverty  predotm* 
Bated.  Others  took  this  ftep  from,  con- 
ftraint,  for  the  advancement  of  their  fami- 
lies, though  they  felt  the  folly  of  it.    For 

* 

ieveral  ages  the  princes  had  taken  care  to 
Keep  alive  this  prejudice.  Some  feeling 
that  their  merits  did  not  render  them  wor- 
thy of  the  fttuatton  where  dieir  birth  had 
placed  them,  wi(hed  to  aflemble  round 
them  people  of  weak  talents  and  little 
knowledge.  Men  of  underftanding  would 
too  fenfibly  have  made  them  feel  their  infe- 
riority. On  the  contrary,  ikilful  fovereigns 
took  care  not  to  reform  this  abufe,  as  the 
cuftom  of  bowing  cod  them  nothing,  and 
was  likewife  a  .powerful  means  of  gaining 
artful  men,  who  might  ferve  as  inftruments 
to  their  defpotic  plans.  Notwithftanding, 
i:  mXift  be  allowed,  that  there  were  feme 
men  of  peculiar  merit  among  the  hwing 

heads. 
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iea^^  that  were  exceptions  to  tlie  general 
rule,  and  doubly  efteenaed^  as  they  were  of 
{he  diftinguUhed  dafs. 

**  Nature  had  by  xtliaJice  inclined  my 
head  to  floop,  and  I  could  not  conceive, 
before  I  was  acquainted  w-ith  the  true  rea- 
fon,  why  every  one  paid  me  fiicfa  particular 
attention;  for  when  I  accompanied  the 
4chool-mafter  in  the  flreet,  the  people  ap» 
pcared  to  pity  me,  or  rather  to  blame  me 
for  condefcending  fo  greatly;  they  even 
began  to  doubt  the  reality  of  my  extrac- 
tion, doubtlefs  wiihing  me  to  fubmit  to 
the  ingrafted  prejudice  of  faerificing  cona- 
-oually  my  own  enjoyments  to  perpetual 
commerce  with  the  bvwing  heads;  thus  giv* 
ing  up  the  advantage  acquired  by  the  ac- 
quaintance of  men  of  imderflanding  and 
learning,  and  throwing  away  the  hours  of 

G  2  which 


1^4  ^^^  GERMAK 

which  I  mufl:  one  day  give  an  account. 
Thefe  cufloms  appear  ftrange  to  us  civi- 
lized Europeans,  the  recital  is  neverthclcfs 
true.  They  pofleffed  alfo  a  nuir.ber  of  fol- 
lies which  I  (hall  not  here  repeat,  but  con- 
tent myfelf  with  defcribing  two  or  three. 

*'  The  vaft  country  where  I  now  was, 
adjoined  another  no  lefs  extcnfive,  calkd 
Fent-i'tif  and  >\hich  was  inhabited  by  a 
people  whofe  manners  and  national  charac- 
ter was  totally  difTerent  from  thofe  among 
whom  I  dwelt ;  they  had  frequently  made 
faoftile  irruption  on  the  pofleffions  of  the 
laft,  prilaging  and  facking  them»  in  fpite  of 
the  rights  of  men  and  the  mod  (acred  trea- 
ties.  In  confequence,  there  reigned  the 
mofl;  inveterate  hatred  between  the  Si-mi- 
chi-reens  (the  name  of  the  people  among 
whom  I  dwelt)  and  the  Vent-i-ti-tiens,  the 

latter 
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litter  of  whom  were  fo  proud  and  vain- 
glorious, that  they  defpifcd  every  oth«  na- 
tion on  the  earth,  and  particularly  their 
neighbours.  If  they  wifhcd  to  defcribe  a 
blockhead^  they  called  him  a  Si-mi-cbi-reen, 
non^'ithftanding  which,  the  Si-michi-reens 
were  mean  enough  to  approve  and  imitate 
whatever  the  Vcnt-i>ti-tiens  undertook, 
fpoke,  or  wore.  This  ridiculous  folly  of 
their  neig^hbcurs  diverted  the  latter,  who 
did  not  fail  to  invent  daily  fome  new 
whimfey,  laughing  heartily  when  they  faw 
the  princes  and  nobles'  of  the  Si-mi-chi- 
leens  endeavouring  who  (hduld  firfl;  adopt 
this  new  foppery.  This  paflion  predomU 
natcd  fo  fisir,  that' did  the  vileft  of  the  Vent- 
i-ti-tiens  repair  to  the  Si-mi-chi-recns,  he 
was  both  fure  of  fucccfs  and  protedtion. 
The  fovereign  and  the  icnving  beads  fpokc 
no  language  but  the  Vcnt-i-ti-tien ;  they 

G  3  were 
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were  not  even  taught  their  maternal  tongue^ 
being  forbid  to  ufe  it  from  their  extreme 
youth.  The  Vent-i-ti-tiens  had  a  cuftom 
of  wrapping  up  their  children  in  linen 
cloths. 

•*  A  young  erif  was  born  at  Vent-i-ti';  and 
princes  are  fubjeA  to  evacuation3  as  well  as 
other  men^  the  royal  infant  foiled  his  linen. 
The  old  erif  immediately  publiCbed  an 
cdiA^  by  which  he  commanded  all  his  fub- 
jeAs  to  wear  habits  the  colour  of  his  fon's 
dirty  cloaths.  ^«  We  fhall  fi>on  fee>''  faid 
he,  laughing  heartily  as  he  figiied  the  or- 
der,  ^^  all  the  Si-mi-chi-ieens  decorated 
with  the  filth  of  my  fon.*^  It  happened  as 
he  had  foreseen ;  for  before  eight  days  had 
elapfed,  a  Si-mi-chi-reen  princefs  fent  an 
ambaflador  extraordinary  to  entreat  fome  of 
the  prince's  dirty  linenj  of  which  (he  made 

a  cloak.. 
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a  ctoak.  One  day  the  nurfe  of  the  young 
VeflNi-ti-tien  prince  fung  a  very  fitly  fong 
as  fhe  was  rocking  him  to  ikep, .  which  be* 
ing  overheard  by  the  old  erif,  he  immedi* 
atcly  difpatched  an  envoy  widi  orders  to 
fing  it  to  the  different  courts  of  die  Si-mi- 
chi-reens.  From  which  inftant  this  fong 
became  fb  great  a  favourite,  that  the  Si- 
mi-chi-reens  paid  their  compliments  to 
each  other  in  that  tune. 


•*  The  king  of  the  Vcnt-i-ti  happened 
cne  day  to  be  playing  with  a  domeftic  ani- 
mal  on  his  knee,  who,  rcgardlefs  of  the  ho- 
nor, foiled  his  majefty;  he  immediately 
undreifed,  and  fold  his  cloaths  to  a  Si-mi- 
chi-recn  prince,  who  ordered  ihat  all  who 
wiQied  preferment  at  his  court  Ihould  wear 
the  fame  colour. 

G  4  Thefe 
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hiftoiy,  than  by  the  fingular  adventures  of 
my  dead  friend*  They  abound  with  fuch 
ailonilhing  events,  that  although  I  migbt 
have  met  with  uncocmnon  changes  of  for-* 
tune,  they  would  have  been  nothmg,  com- 
pared to  the  marvellous  ernes  of  M*  Brick. 

^^  The  weather  was  dear  and  calm,  as  I 
before  remarked ;  but  bad  we  met  with  a 
ilorm,  on  whatever  coaft  we  had  been 
thrown,  could  we  have  ieen  more  ridicu* 
lous  things  than  thofe  delcribed  by  my 
friend  in  Idie  countries  near  die  pole.  Had 
.  we  ftruck  upon  a  rock  «id  perlQied,  the 
world  would  have  been  ^norant  of  my  ad- 
ventures ;  or  had  we  becA  caft  oa  a  defart 
ifland,  without  refouixe,  we  muft  haye 
drawn  lots  for  the  ^fi.  vLftkn  to  feed  the 
reft.  Suppofe  it  had  fallei^  on  me,  the  re- 
cital of  fb  cruel  a  &te  could  have  gi vea  no 

one 
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one  pleaTure.  I  (hall  therefore  purfue  my 
plan,  and  tranfcribe  the  continuation  of 
my  friend's  hiftory* 


Continuation  of  M^  Brick*s  Manufcript. 

*^  I  (houM  have  looked  on  the  ftcange 
things  I  heard  from  the  fchool-mafter  a3 
fabulous^  bad  I  been  informed  of  them  by 
any  other  perfon.  I  entreated  him  tolet 
me  witnefs  (bme  of  thofe  whimfical  cuftoxna 
he  had  defcribed ;  and  as  he  happened  Ht 
that  time  to  be  called  to  the  capital,  in  or* 
der  to  anfwer  the  ecclefiaftical  council  the 
complaints  aHedged  againfl  him,  he  ap* 
peared  willing  to  grant  my  requeft.  He 
was  accuied  of  faying  to  one  of  his  pupils 
that  good  examjde  was  more  profitable  than 
the  fermons  of  twenty  preachers ;  a  (peechi 
'  he  was  ordered  to  juftify. 

G6^  We 
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yoke  which  tyranny  has  long  impofed  or 

them. 


"  About  noon  we  amvcd  at  the  capital^  z 
prodigious  number  of  fpedlators  were  aflem- 
bled  before  a  large  building  ;  I  aiked  the 
caufe — It  aftoniflied  me.  Two  bad  chf- 
pofed  men  bad  perfuaded  the  fovereign  to 
introduce  a  ^ew  kind  of  tax,  which  the 
fubjefks  (hould  not  think  oppreflive,  and 
yet  bring  in  a  coniiderable  revenue  so  the 
(late.  This  was  a  new  game,  to  which 
flxangers  and  indolent  natives  were  equally 
invited.  Small  flones,  as  I  have  befoxe 
&id,  held  the  place  of  money.  A  large 
machine,  made  like  a  wheel,  was  therefore, 
placed,  and  thofe  who  chofe  threw  in  at  a 
fmall  aperture  a  done,  oa  which  they  wrote 
their  names.  When*  they  had  procured  a 
certain  quantity^    they  turned  'the  wheel 

witb 
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with  the  utmoft  velocity^  without  clofing^ 
the  opening ;  stnd  if  by  chance  one  fell  out, 
tho/e  whofe  name  was  wrinen  thereon  had 
the  whole  contents  of  the  wheel  ^  but  if 
none  dropped  out  ia  a.  fpecified  tinie,  then 
Ae  entire  :q)pertained  to  the  government 
Whea  we  confider  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  wheel  was  turned,  it  may  eafily  be  fup-- 
pofed  how  rardy  fortune  favoured  the  ad- 
venturers i  thus  the  ibvereiga  gained  con^ 
fiderably  at  this  game.  Hope  daily  ea» 
g^ed  a  great  number  of  both  rich  and 
poor  to  run  the  chance,,  the  unfortunate 
frequently  hazarding  the  lad  remains  of 
their  property,  and  returning  wkh  de^air 
in  dieir  hearts.  Shall  I  confefs  that  I  had 
the  folly  to  throw  in  the  laft  of  my  ftones,. 
fo  greatly  was  I  dazzled  by  the  pompofity 
of  the  inflitution,  and  charmed  with  the 
flauery  pf  a  herald^,  who  exclaimed,  J  ma-- 

mem 
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fr.ent  enriches  here.  But,  oh,  miraculous  ( 
perhaps  they  had  not  turned  the  wheel  fwift 
enough,  or  from  what  raufe  I  know  nor, 
but  my  ftonc  fell  out.  After  fomc  oppo- 
fition  to  detain  my  prize,  I  received  a  hun*- 
dred  floncs,  tlie  delliiiclion  of  twcmy  fi^ 
milies» 

•^  •*  Who  fo  happy  as  myfelf  ?  I  offered  to 
fhare  my  fortune  with  my  benefador,  but 
he  peremptorily  refu^edydeclaring  he  would 
never  become  rich  from  the  ruin  of  the 
poor ;  the  utmoft  he  v/ould  accept  from 
me  was,  the  payment  of  his  board  for  fomc 
days  at  the  inn. 

"  Detained  for  fome  time  in  tlie  capital 
by  the  chicane  of  the  priefts,  my  honcft 
conduftor  had  opportunity  to  (he  me  what 
was  curious.     How   many  flrange  events 

*     flruck 


GIL  BLA5.      *  137 

ftruck  me  \;i'ith  (urprize  ;  I  faw  men  who 
piqued,  tormented,  tcized,  perpkxed,  pur- 
fued,  and  ruined  each  other  for  no  reafon  ; 
others  who  flattered,  careffed,  and  gave  the 
utmod  importance  to  trifles;  meannefs, 
want  of  tafle,  and  wearlnefs,  accompanied 
their  entertainments,  in  which  they  in  vain 
attempted  to  affimilate  fplendor,  and  bott 
lon^  delicacy,  and  pleafurc. 

"  Qoathed  in  a  neat  and  decent  drefs,  by 
the  afliftance  of  my  bowing  heady  I  obtained 
the  honor  of  being  prefcnted  at  court.  I 
cxpcfted  to  find  the  prince  (who  Ihould  be 
the  beft,  as  he  is  the  firft  of  the  people) 
furrounded  by  the  moft  wife  and  enlight- 
ened men  of  the  nation ;  but,  juft  Heaven, 
with  what  beings  was  he  environed ! — A 
croud  of  efieminate,  flothful  flaves,  who 
blindly  followed  the  dircdion  of  two  or 

'  three 
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three  cunning  villains^  who  dlfpofed  them 
to  their  liking;  difuntted  among  them- 
ielves,  and  bewildered  in  continual  follies^ 
to  amufe  the  foveretgn,  and  turn  his  atten- 
tion from  their  unjuft  and  criminal  mea» 
fures. 

'^  At  one  of  the  fotemn  feafts  of  the  cour^^ 
I  faw  fomething  which  I  thought  extremeif 
charafteriftic.  The  erif  was  feated  on  very^ 
high  treflels,  holding  in  hb  hand,  as  a  mark 
of  his  dignity>  a  ftkk,  ac  the  end  of  which 
was  placed  the  figure  of  a  bird  of  prey^ 
this  appeared  the  talifiinan  of  fo^ceign  au»> 
thority* 

*^  I  remarked  a  number  of  ftatues  and 
images  in  all  the  palaces-Hiot  of  great  men,, 
but  thofe  mod  diftingai(hed  in  die  ftate ;. 
neither  refembling  them,  but^with  fuch 

traits 
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traits  as  they  would  have  wifhed-  to  pofTefs^. 
The  hitbful  artift  was  neglei^ed  and  un* 
known,  while  the   flatteiing  fculptor  was 
employed  and  commended  to  the  fkies.. 

"  Not  &tisited  with  feefng  this^  country ,t, 
I  travelled  through  the  little  nerghbouring^ 
fi^es,  accompanied  by  a  man  of  under* 
ftanding ;  therefore  what  I  relate  does  not 
i^ard  this  pfoviace  only^  but  the  whok 
mtiom 

**  Fear,  difcouragement,  and  veneration 
for  the  £ivourifies  of  fortune,  and  a  tho(i« 
£uid  other  faril  prejudices,,  kept  the  people 
Ml  perpetual  indolence;  while  they  were 
thus  lulled  to  ileep,  they  infenfibly  became 
more  and  more  accuftomed  to  the  yoke  of 
feivitude;.  the  intereft  and  defpotifmof  tha 
fcvcreigns  and  pnefls  ftrengthened  daily^ 

loading 


indigence,  floth,  luxury,  and  fiumticifin^ 
had  enfeebled,  and  eneivated  them  to/uch 
a  degree,  that  out  of  a  hundred  perfons 
hardly  one  attained  the  common  age  of 
man ;  notwithftanding,  thissnation  nvas  for-* 
merly  manly  and  vigorous. 

**  But  thefe  reproaches  are  not  applicable 
to  every  country  in  this  part  df  the  globe  5 
in  feveral  of  the  little  ftates  are  erifs  worthy 
of  being  called  the  Esthers  of  their  fub* 
jeds,  labouring  for  their  happinefs  with 
unwearied  ardor ;  thus  becoming  «n  excep* 
tioh  to  the  gener^  i*ule.  The  two  moft 
extenfive  empires  were  governed  by  under- 
(landing,  vinuous,  and  prudtnt  monarchy 
They  looked  on  the  diforders  of  thek 
neighbours  with  tranquility,  ieeking  td 
make  their  own  people  as  happy  as  poffible, 
(at  lead  according  to  their'  confcience) 

matching 
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greater  ad^ants^e,  they  endeavoured  for  it 
as  openly,    taking  the   part  of  irreligion 
when  the  precepts  of  the  fanduary  were  in 
oppoHcion  xo  their  inclinations  and  man* 
sers;  ranging  themfelves  under  the  fpe- 
cious  colours  of  fuperftition  where  they 
found  it  ncceflliry  to  calm  an  agitated  con- 
fcicncc,  JQiuddering  under  its  crimes,   at 
that  time  preaching  faith  to  the  mod  ridi- 
culous farces.     This  folly  fpread  from  the 
capital  into  the  little  towns,  and  from  thence 
into  the  villages  ;  in  Qiort,  the  decreafe  of 
knowledge,  manners,  and   conftitution  in 
the  ii^abitants  near  the  pole  excited  |)ity. 
Deterred  from  a  tafte  for  fcience,  the  ftudy 
of  nature,  ufefal  obfervations,  and  researches 
on  the  eflencc  and  ufe  of  all  created  beings, 
ihey   abandoned  themfelves  to  the   mod 
puerile,  defpicable,  and  dangerous  objeds. 
Vices  {hocking  to  nature,  as  of^reffion, 

indigence, 
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more  than  the  name ;  m^ftrates  reigning 
more  defpotically  than  tyrants,  and  the 
people  free  to  fpeak  as  they  pleafe,  is  the 
only  liberty  which  they  liave  to  boaft. 

*'  Thefe  melancholy  obfervations,  and  a 
number  of  others,  re-animated  in  me  a  d&- 
iire  to  return  to  my  country.     After  I  had 
quitted  my  fchool-mafter,  I  met  with  an 
old  man  at  an  inn ;  he  was  feated  in  the 
midft  of  a  crowd  of  people,  who  were  talk- 
ing at  random  on  feveral  fubjedts,  as  poli- 
tics, religion,  and  the  belles  lettres,  without 
the  lead  comprehenfion  of  either  :  the  old 
man  alone  kept  filence,  liflening  to  them 
with  a  fmilc.     The  converfation  turned  on 
the  different  abufes  of  government,  on  the 
opprcffion  of  the  fubjedt,  corruption,  in- 
confequence,  abfurdity  of  plans,  &c.  This 
criticifm  lafted  tUl  the  end  of  the  repaft, 

whca 
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When  (he  old  man  retired  to  take  a  walk  in 
a  vncigfaix)uriog  garden.  I  iaw  iiim  croi^ 
fiiig  the  alleys  with  a  thoughtfyl  air,  and 
refolve'd  to  join  him ;  as  I  drew  near,  I  ac- 
cefted  him  widi  politenefs,  and  after  the 
cudomary  compliments,  we  had  the  fol-* 
lowing  intcrefting  difcourfe. 

Brick.  How  happens  it  that  tfaefe  abufes 
are  not  reformed,  when  every  one  is  com* 
plaining  of  them  ?  Does  truth  never  reach 
Ae  cars  of  your  erifs  or  nobles  ? 

The  Old  Mm.  Certainly. 

Brick.  Notwithftanding  they  do  not  en» 
deavour  to  remedy  them. 

ffbeOldMan.  That*s  another  matter. 


VOU  II. 
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&kk.  Ham  \  I  would  lather  think  tt 
want  of  ifttfoTfioation  tkaa  wane  of  defire  to 
a£k  uprighdjr. 

^  I'beOld  A^u.  They  have  bod&  kuks, 
and  in  tealky  want  pcwer. 

'*  5r/V^.  How  does  that  happen  ?  Is  not 
your  erif  ail  aUbluce  £99seEeign  ? 

^*  ihB  Oid  Mm.  Certainly ;  but  heis  not 
mafter  of  the  torienc  of  opinions,  whofe 
current  irrefiftibly  fweeps  all  before  it; 
he  is  not  above  the  fiapreaae  and  inva- 
riable  law  by  which  the  world  is  governed, 
nor  amnpt  from  the  perpetual  whiiipool 
of  terreftrial  things. 

'^  Mrick.  You  thtnlc  then  the  coriuption  of 
all  that  is  facred^  the  decay  of  empires,  care- 

.    Icfliieis 
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Icflbefs  of  religion,  pcrvcrfity  of  manners, 
enters  into  the  plan  of  the  Divinity  in  the 
goremment  of  this  lower  orb,  which  is  cal« 
Ud  the  beft  of  all  poffible  worlds  ?  • 

"  The  Old  Mm.  Doubtlefs  thefc  evils  are 
all  links  of  the  great  chain,  and  infeparable 
to  frail  humanity ;  things  can  only  attain  a 
certain  degree  of  perfeftion  here  below  ; 
beyond  that,  theyltio  longer  fuit  us,  for  all 
that  attains  the  higheft  degree  of  perfeftion 
rauft  neceflSirily  decay.     From  innocence 
and  fimplicity,  man  "rifes  by  gradual  culti- 
vation to  the  moft  perfeft  date  poffible,  but 
as  bis  underftanding  extends,  the  feeds  of 
corruption  bud  and  developc  with  it ;  at 
the  fame  time,  both  fruits  attain  maturity; 
«id  where  the  mind  is  moft  cultivated, 
there  alfo  (at  lead  in  our  countries,  I  know 
flot  whether  it  is  fo  in  Europe)  the  corrup- 

H  z  tioa 
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tion  of  manners  is  in  its  highefl:  ftate — Ti  is 
the  fame  in  politics ;    from   liberty  man 
paiTes  to  a  regardleflhefs  of  fociety,  and 
from  thence  to  the  moft  cruel^  blind,  and 
barbarous  defpotifm.     In  religion,  he  rifes 
from  ftupid  fupcrftition  to  holy  and  pure 
doctrines,  from  whence  he  falls  into  the 
fyftems  of  ftrong  minds,  for  oppofites  are 
eafily  united.   From  the  latter  he  again  be- 
comes fuperftitious ;  for  the  man  who  is 
perdiaded  within  himfelf  that  there  are  im- 
\   penetrable  truths^  which  are  incomprehen- 
I    £ble  to  the  human  mind,  is  diicouraged 
r  from  the  fearch,  and  endeavours  to  believe 
cveiy  thing  that  lulls  his  underilanding. 
Abfohite  defpotifm  weakens  and  deflroys 
itfelf,  and  becomes  the  prey  of  its  neigh- 
bour^ or  otherwife  the  wounds  it  gives  are 
fo  acute,  that  .the  pangs  occafion  the  fuf- 
ferers  to  revolt,  or  arm  them  againft  it.  Thus 

every 
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every  thing  turns  in  a  perpetual  circle,  and 
to  fee  things  more  compleat,  or  more  im- 
perfed,  it  muft  be  poflible  for  us  to  tranf- 
port  ourfelves  into  other  planets.     Every 
attempt  towards  a  reform  of  education  is 
chimera,  conceived  in  the  head  of  a  man 
who  is  ignorant  of  the  world,  and,  if  I » 
may  ufe  the  expreffion,  is  the  offspring  of 
an  illicit  connection  between  good  fenfc 
and  imagination.     I  am  the  declared  ene- 
my of  fiich  fyftems  ;  nothing  can  be  more 
fragile.    A  man  feeks  a  corner  of  the  earth» 
and  builds  thereon  a  very  high  houfe,  con- 
cluding that  the  foundation  is  folid,  becaule 
himfelf  and  beings  equally  light,  fkip  and   i 
dance,  without  its  (inking  beneath  their 
feet ;  the  building  fini(hed,  he  mounts  to 
the  top  of  his  tower,  from  whence  he  looks 
with  difdain  on  the  pigmies  beneath,  laugh- 
ing at  their  diminutive  fize.     Sopn  after  a 

H  3    .  well- 
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well  fed  jolly  man,  fix  feet  high^  arriTes, 
who  endeavouring  to  enter  at  the  (xnaQ 
door  of  this  fine  houfe,  prefies  himiel^  un* 
til»  in  the  height  of  his  efibrts,  tiie  palace 
falls,  and  he  runs  away  with  it  on  his 
ihoulders. 


"  Brick.  It  would  be  truly  affli^iog  to 
human  nature^  if  what  you  (ay  ii  true; 
but  there  will  ever  be  fome  wife  men  pre- 
ierved  from  the  corruption  of  the  age. 


€C 


The  Old  Mm.  Perhaps  fo;  and  if  tbefe 


"  Brick.  Yes,  if  thefe  men  entered  into 
a  league^ — 

^*  The  Old  Man.    They  could  expre6 
their  complaints  and  grievance<j  confole. 


hc\p,  (peak  tnitks^  «nd  aUb  infirbd  eadi 

other. 

*^  ^rvit.  Not  only  inflrud^  bat  put  their 
hands  to  the  work,  afting  on  the  whole, 
and  flopping  the  torrent. 

^  TbeOidMan.  That  is  knpoffible;  tc 
ti  a  chimera* 

^\  Brick.  I  know  Aac  it  wbuhl  nieec 
MOiberlefs  cbftaclesj  bttt  their  league  muft 
bcftcret. 

'<  Tiii^  O/s/  JU&;i.  I  espe£bed  you  toiay  to. 
A  iecnet  le^ue !  It  is  a  flattering  ditam* 
with  which  I  haye  frequently  luUed  myfei^ 
and  in  divers  points  of  view,  but  experience 
has  tau^  mic  that  we  lofe  time  in  fuch  il* 
lufioo^,  trhich  jnig^t  be  betticr  employed 

H4  in 
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in  the  circle  where  we  are  placed,  by  doing 
all  the  good  that  depends  on  us. 

'*  Brick*  You  diiapprove  then  of  fecrct 
aflbciations  I 

*'  fhe  Old  Man.  Thofe  at  leaft  that  tend 
to  reform.  They  cannot  long  remain  con« 
cealed,  and  are  no  fooner  public  than  the 
utility  is  void.  They  cannot  continue  pure 
and  facred ;  every  thing  here  below  is  fub- 
jeft  to  perpetual  change.  The  formation 
of  political  focieties^  called  empires,  ftates^ 
iyftems  of  religion,  public  foundations  for 
the  inftruftion  of  youdi,  all  appear  adftii- 
rable  for  the  good  of  mankind ;  yet  what 
are  thofe  inftitutions  at  this  prelent  time  ? 

« 

*^  Brick.  That  arifes  from  the  difaffe6bioA 
ef  the^  firit  principles  on  which  thofe  pro- 

i  jcfts 
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jefts  are  founded,  and  we  clearly  difcovcr. 
the  faults  i  but  leagued  with  men  of  cou- 
rage and  underftanding,  we  might  eaiily 
form  in  (ecret  more  certain  plans. 

**  Tie  Old  Man.  How  could  you  con- 
trive a  plan  which  would  fuit  all  the  politic 
•cdfyftems?  What  is  the  moft  infallible 
remedy  during  ten  years,  may  become  the 
mod  fatal  and  deftrudive  poifon  for  the 
following  ten.  Men  of  underftanding  in 
former  times  have  frequently  made  fimilar 
leagues,  but  at  the  end  of  a  few  years  they 
have  ever  been  deftroyed,  profaned,  or 
have  become  the  fource  of  pernicious  abuie. 
Believe  me  thofe  fee  ret  aflbciations  for  the 
regeneration  of  dates,  religion,  and  man- 
ners, are  commonly  the  work  of  difcon-* 
tented  people,  who  are  not  fatisficd  widi 
the  (ituation  of  affairs,  and  therefore  attempt 

H  5  'a  reform. 


( 
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A  lefonn.    Paflions  and  offended  pride  ait 
-the  ground  of  their  actions ;  and  if  unhap- 
pily tbey  acquire  power  in  cbeir  turn,  zst 
as  intolerant  againft  diofe  t)f  contrary  opi- 
nion as   the  tyrants  they  have  iacrificed. 
\     -Believe  me>  the  man  who  does  ail  the  good 
t        that  lays  in  his  power»  neglecting  no  op- 
portunitiesy    (yet    without   foekii^  them 
through  vanity)    that  man  deferves  our 
dfteem  and  gratitude,  as  he  procures  to  fo- 
\       ciety   real    advantages^   without   a  fecitt 
league. 

**  Brick.  But  powers  re^mited  ha!v«more 
ftfcngth ;  and  if  congenial  fouls  would  join 
in  the  endeavour  to  forni  youth,  and  incul- 
•  cate  good  principles  into  their  minds,  af- 
fifting  eack  other,  and  oppofing  evil  to  the 
utmoft,  they  might  procreate,  if  I  may  uie 
the  expreffion^  a  new    genecation,    who 

would 
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«rcfuld  likewise  extend  die  psqffe&  of  uor 
dbrfiaodiog,  the  firxxiefl:  bafe  of  virtue  and 
wHdom^  if^  as  I  faid  before,  a  (ecret  bro*. 
dberhood  uaked  in  this  great  ob)e£k,  know^ 
jedge  and  manners  xouiit  oecefiarily  gain^ 
and  we  (bould  & 


^  Tie  OU  Maiu  Fisay  ceafe ;  yours  is  the 

projeft  of  a  young  jnan ;  and  I  well  secol«- 

kft  when,  my  imagination  entertained  iticif 

with  fifflifatr  ideas,  but  they  are  fubjed  to 

a  diouland  contracUiSbioiis.    I  do  not  blufli 

to  confefsy  that  there  was  a  tiffie  when  my 

mind  was  deluded  with  the  &me  cbinxents^ 

but  I  now  know  how  temmeoufi  they  wene. 

Suffer  me  to  diibovier  to  you  in  lew  words 

the  fatal  effeds  of  your  ^an,  or  at  leaft 

^at  irom  exiperience  gained  frocfi  hiftory 

miift  neceffiutly  foHow/    You  wi&  the  ad- 

'  vaacement  of ionowfledge  to  :Qnread  itbrouigh- 

H  6  out 
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out  the  world.  What  a  contradidiibn  f*— 
Nocwithftanding  the  difference  of  organize 
ation,  circutnftances^  fate,  and  different 
paflions  of  men,  you  pretend  to  make  them 
afpire  to  thi^  ikme  end,  that  of  becoming 
good,  virtuous,  and  learned*  This  is  not 
poflible  where  great  focieties  have  been 
fornfied,  which  we  call  ftates,  but  only  prac* 
ticable  in  thofe  happy  countries  which  yoo 
have  fo  enchantingly  defcribed.  In  Eu- 
rope, where  the  feeds  of  civilization  liave 
taken  deep  root,  k  is  a  chimera.  This  ft 
what  may  be  generally  o^eAed  to  your 
plan ;  now  let  us  confider  it  in  detail. — 
You  wi(h  the  learned  of  the  nation  to  join, 
and  to  augment  the  number  of  the  friends 
of' knowledge  as  much  as  poflSble.  Every 
fociety  which  thinks  of  its  own  increafe  de« 
genenitesi  as  notwirhftanding-  the  mod  ri- 
gorous  ^examination^  .the  paffions,  iodiil« 

gencc, 
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gence,  and  other  human  confiderationSs 
will  influence  in  the  choice  of  the  members. 
You  wifli  to  form  youth  ^  do  you  me^n  by 
that  your  pofterity  ?  If  fo,  you  can  per- 
fonn  it  without  a  fecret  aflbciation.  Do 
yOu  mean  to  extend  your  cares  to  the  chil- 
dren of  others  ?  Can  they  b^  fo  entirely 
under  your  infpedion,  as  not  to  receive, 
when  abfent  from  you,  'ten  times  worfe 
impreffions  than  it  is  poflible  for  you  to 
infpire  them  wich  virtuous  ones  ?  Secret  in« 
ilitutions  for  the  education  of  youth  have 
in  thenxTelves  fomething  fufpicious,  give 
eafy  opportunity  for  abufes,  feldom  form- 
ing men  above  mediocrity,  and  frequently 
ftifling  real  genius.  You  wi(h  to  form  po^] 
liticalmen;  I  (hudderat  the  fatal  confc* 
quences  of  fuch  a  projedt ;  it  is  but  ren- 
dering more  eafy  the  progrefs  of  intrigue 
and  cabal ;  befides^'  you  expofe  yourfelf, 

from 
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from  your  predileftion  for  your  pup&y  to 
be  unjuft  in  regard  to  people  of  greater 
merit.  In  the  beginning,  your  ibcicty 
i;rould  do  infinite  fervice,  or  lathor  it  would 
in  proportion  as  every  member  fulfilled  liis 
part ;  this  to  you  would  appear  confider- 
able»  as  the  fource  rofe  from  yourfelf,  an 
idea  that  would  feduce  you  to  the  point  of 
thinking  you  had  done  miracles.  In  die 
commencement,  while  the  fociety  was  fipall, 
the  mind  of  the  whole  body  would  hdp  id 
fupport  it  in  good  principles ;  but  moit 
advanced,  your  cares  could  not  be  ^ua% 
iucce&fulj  you  would  meet  with  pupils  le& 
docile  to  your  inilru&ions,  or  of  leis  efti- 
mable  temper ;  thefe  in  their  turn  would 
have  the  direftion  of  an  inftitution,  and 
would  naturally  form  difctpies  like  them- 
felves  I  then  flop  the  torrent  if  you  can.— 
Thus  wkh  views  which  aie  .loft  in  dr 

gloom 
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gloom  of  futurity,  you  negleft  the  means 
of  being  ufeful  to  the  prefent  generation  ; 
but  to  go  yet  fiirther — ^You  wi(h  to  preveoc 
eril  'y  do  you  perfedly  know  what  is  evil, 
or,  at  leaft,  are  you  always  in  a  fiate  to  di- 
(Hfguiih  ?  Does  the  narrow  bounds  of  ku« 
man  wifdom — ^Do  paffions  never  dazzle, 
never  lead  you  aftray  ?  Does  prejudice  ne- 
ver bbnd  you  ?  You  reply.  No,  Then  aiie  \ 
you  more  than  mortaL  You  wiffa  to  gather 
the  experience  of  feversQ  ages^  whofe  prin* 
cipfes  may  ferve  as  a  rule  to  your  political 
pupils.  Why  look  back?  If  experience 
fumiflied  a  remedy  to  the  ills  of  human 
kind,  we  (hould  long  fince  have  been  happy  ^ 
and  wife.  Philofophy  itfelf  does  not  de« 
iboy  die  paffions ;  but  afts  on  them  as  ^ 
bridle.  You  wiih  to  haften  the  progrefs  of 
knowledge ;  can  your  underftandang  pene- 
trate all?  Docs  it  never  meet  with   ob- 

ftacles  ? 
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fiacles  ?  Are  you  informed  of  the  exaA  pro* 
pottion  of  learning  necefiary  for  each  indi- 
vidual ?  Do  you  think  no  one  has  had  the 
fame  intentions  as  yourfelf  ?  And  do  you 
look  on  thofe  as  penfioners  who  do  not  en- 
ter into  a  fecret  aflbciation  to  give  them* 
(elves  up  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences  and 
fpeculation,  renouncing  every  a&ive  cm- 
ploy?  Generous  man!  I  pity  you;  you 
are  i^  from  gaining  your  purpofe;  hut 
•could  you  obtain  it,  how  compHcatfe  muft 
the  machine  be  that  put  this  great  work  in 
aftion ;  and  in  this  very  complication 
would,  be  found  the  feeds  of  corruption. 
If,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  obftades,  you 
could  form  a  league  of  this  nature  on  a  fb- 
lid  and  permanent  faafis,  your  power  would 
furpafs  that  of  the  infinite  Creator  of  the 
Univerfe. 


§i 


Brick. 
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"  Brkk.  You  alarm  me.     You  arc  then 
totstUy  againfl  all  aflbciatlons  of  this  kind  ? 

*'  The  OH  Man.  Not  fo;  but  I  admit  of 
only  three  forts.  The  firft  is  a  fociety  which 
prefenrcs  traditions,  employing  itfclf  in 
fcience,  and  the  execution  of  fome  parti- 
cular plans  that  concern  nciiher  direftly 
nor  indireAly  the  government.  The  num- 
ber of  members  are  fixed  j  in  which  if  a 
njan  of  inferior  underllanding  hapi5cns  to 
£ill,  he  cannot  do  much  harm,  and  at  bis 
death  they  are  cautious  in  their  choice  to 
replace  him.  This  fociety  exifts,  fmiling 
at  the  weak  errors  of  mankind  5  fome- 
times  amufes  itfelf  with  them,  but  avoids 
being  infefted  therewith.  The  (econd  is  a 
company  which  labour  upon  a  very  fimple 
pbn^  is  in. the  reach  of  every  one,  and 
whecerthe  virtuous  and  wicked  are  drawn 

by 
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by  an  irrefiHible  torrent  to  the  fame  gaoL 
This  alio  exifts,  faithful  to  natu^,  not  con'- 
fufing  the  order  of  things,  doing  good 
though  flowly,  but  by  infallible  means» 
and  by  the  councils  of  the  firil^  witfaouc 
being  entirely  diredfced  thereby.  The  third 
IS  a  number  of  ^miiies,  united  by  the 
bonds  of  concord,  and  who  detach  diem- 
lelves  from  the  whole,  in  order  to  fecm  a 
new  ftace^  and  found  a  republic  which  will 
Jail  as  long  as  the  circumftances  of  human 
nature  permit ;  but  fuch  a  colony,  to  pie- 
ferve  itfelf  from  the  corruption  of  the  age, 
ought  to  be  entirely  Icparated  from  the  reft 
of  the  world.  There  are  &ch  republics; 
I  will  bring  you  acquainted  with  one  in  a 
fiei^ibouriog  illand.  The  members  of  the 
fiift  mentioned  fodety  are  the  counieUors 
of  this  new  ftaie,  and  akxieknow  its  fitua*- 
tion.    I  am  to  go  dxither  to-morrow  ^  will 

you 
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you  accompany  me  ?  You  will  be  the  firft 
to  whom  this  favour  has  been  granted ; 
you  can  remain  there  but  three  days,  dur« 
ing  which  you  mud  not  quit  me. 

s 

"  I  accepted  this  propofal  with  great  plea- 
fure ;  we  departed  in  the  night,  and  hav- 
iflg  ttavelied  throiigh  many  unknown  paths, 
we  at  length  arrived  at  the  banks  of  a  lake. 
A  baik  of  a  very^  lingular  conftru&km  took 
us  over*  The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  obf<»Tatk>ns  I  made  during  the  cfaroe 
days  I  i^mained  there—*' 

I  had  jufl  reached  this  part  of  the  manu* 
fcript,  when  we  found  ourfelves  at  AmAer* 
dam ;  on  which  I  put  up  the  narrative,  and 
landed  widi  the  reft  of  the  company. 


CHAP. 


l6^  THE  GERMAir 


CHAP.  TX. 

ff^bal  happened  to  Peter  at  Anifierdam — An 
unexpeRed  Meeting — Forms  fame  uw  Ai^ 
quaint ance  at  the  Inn. 

*•  TJ  E ALLY,"  faid  I  to  the  captain,  a« 
•*-^  1  carefully  fecured  my  pockets, 
for  the  crowd  was  very  great,  "  really  the 
port  is  a  moft  enchanting  fpeftacle.  I  do 
not  repent  having  taken  this  vc^'agc.  Then 
the  quantity  of  boats  that  crofs  from  vcf- 
fel  to  vefTel ;  of  what  is  man  not  capa- 
ble ?  Greedinefs  of  gain  inftrufts  him  in 
the  moft  dangerous  inventions." — As  I  was 
fpeaking,  a  ftranger  pulled  me  fofrly  by 
the  coat,  by  a  (ign  intimating  that  he  had 
a  letter  to  deliver  to  me.  At  the  fimic  ia- 
ftant  another  man  embraced  the  captain, 

pretending 
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pretending  to  know  him,  though  in  reality 

only  to  divert  his  attention  from  me.     I 

« 

had  too  cruelly  experienced  the  art  of  India 
recruiters  to  fall  into  this  fnare^  therefore 
rudely  puQied  by  the  affable  flranger,  and 
haftencd  throu^  the  crowd  to  my  citptain^ 
whom  I  found  roughly  fhaking  his  new-met 
friend,  and  at  length  difmifling  him  with  a 
well  applied  blow.  We  pafled  through 
the  throng,  that  covered  the  port,  and 
reached  an  inn  where  my  condudor  was 
well  known. 

It  was  too  late  to  go  to  the  old  M.  Haf« 
lendoak's, ,  who  lived  in  a  diftant  quarter  : 
notwithftanding,  as  we  were  curious  to 
know  whether  his  (on  had  preceded  us,  the 
captain  determined  to  enquire  of  a  friend 
he  had  in  the  neighbourhood* 


lA 
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In  the  mean  while,  I  walked  into  the 
public  rcxun^  and  called  for  tea^  beguiling 
die  time  in  finoaking  my  pipe,  and  making 
remarks  on  the  people  afiemblcd  diere, 
which  on  the  whole  was  rather  a  whimfical 
group.  My  mind  yet  occupied  by  die  ob* 
fervations  of  my  friend  Brick  9  I  was  con- 
templating the  prejudices  of  human  nature, 
when  the  converfation  at  the  next  table 
fixed  my  attendon.  The  parlies  were  a 
German  doAor,  a  young  bachelor,  and  a 
merchant. 

Tie  DoHar'.  Yes,  he  died  yefterday  morn- 
ing; it  was  a  pity;  he  was  apparently 
ftrong  and  healthy ;  not  the  leaft  (ympccm 
of  any  chronical  malady.  His  intefttncs 
were  clear  and  foimd,  but  inflammations 
of  the  lungs  carry  off  the  moft  healthy  and 
robuft.  Doftor  Labbenius  neglcfted  no- 
thing 
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thii^  in  his  power;  I  faw  all  his  prcfcrip* 
tionSi 

the  Merchant.  What  forrow  to  his  fa« 
roily  !•— -An  only  fon-~the  father  wealthy- 
he  does  a  great  deal  of  buiinefs. 

The  Bachelor.  He  is  advanced  in  years  j 
he  will  not  think  of  a  fecond  marri^e ;  his 
loooey  therefore  may  affill  the  indigent. 
The  Domine  *  Liunmeldick  praifes  his  fa* 
iBily  much^  and  affirms  that  the  fon  died 
vith  truly  mligious  fenttments^  and  felt  (ul- 
cere contrition  for  the  focrow  he  had  occa- 
fioncd  lus  father, 

T[be  Merchant.  It  was  nothing  more  than 
^  mifuxskrftanding ;.  he  did  not  merit  his 

*  The  priefis  are  b  calktl  in  Hollanid- 

father's 
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&thex*s  difpleafure.  The  lady  to  ivhom  he 
had  promifed  his  hand  at  Riga  is  of  a  good 
family,  and  very  rich  ;  but  fome  ill-dit 
pofed  perfon  reprelented  the  thing  in  a  (aUe 
light  to  old  Haftendonk — "  Do  not  be  diC- 
pleafed;  Sir/*  addref&ng  the  bachelor, 
«*  but  they  accufe  your  Damine,  and  I  fimcy 
widi  juftice.** 

72fe  Bachelor.  Excufc  me,  Sir,  he  docs 
not  deferve  it.  Unhappily,  people  are  al« 
ways  ready  to  impute  evil  to  the  clergy.— 
He  fpoke  according  to  his  con&ience ;  and 
if  the  fon  had  really  religious  (entiments, 
he  ought  to  venerate  the  will  of  his  £ithcr 
beyond  all  other  coniideration. 

The  MercbanL  He  had  every  iea(bn  to 
flatter  himfelf  with  the  confent  of  his  &• 
then    The  anfwer  did  not  keep  pace  witli 

his 
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his  wifiics,  and  mutual  affeftioa  caufed 
tbepardes  to  overftep  the  bounds  of  pns« 
dence. 

7b€  Dolior.  Oh,  I  undcrftand  you  I  Wc 
entirely  depend  on  the  organization  of  our 
bodies.    It  is  very  exca(able  then  in  two     \ 
youi^  people — ^tbe  flefli  is  weak^  ^ 

The  Merchant .  Notwithftanding  this  mat« 
ter  had  been  reprefented  in  a  very  fidfe  light 
to  the  £ither,  and  your  venerable  Domine 
liad  not  a  little  contributed— « 

The  Bacbelcr.  Pardon  me. 


/ 


7he  Merchant.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he  was 
informed  his  fon  negleAed  his  bufinefs  at 
Riga,  had  fufpicious  conne&ions  with  a 
woman  of  bad  charader ;  in  fhort,  that  ho 

vou  II.  I  bad 
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had  contrauSied  many  debts,  and  commen- 
ced libertine. 


The  DoSor.  But  were  not  thefc  reports 
contradifted  ? 

.  Tbi  Mfrcbani.  Doubtlcfi  ;  nothing  could 
be  more  fal&;  kis  cdndud:  was  prudent  and 
manners  mild ;  and  it  is  moft  probable  the 
ktter  he  wrote  to  obtain  the  confent  of  fais 
fiitb<cr  bad  been  interoepced.  Old  M.  Haf- 
tendook,  immediately  on  hearing  the  bad 
reports^  ordered  him  to  return  without  de- 
lay. 

The  Do£Ior.  How  unfortunate !  Vexation 
doubde{$  caufed  the  ferer. 

The  Mfrciaxt.  Fearing  to  incur  die  dif* 
plbafiue  of  his  fether,  he  infiaatly  obeyed, 

writing 
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writing  firft  a  few  words  to  his  utihappy 
mi&refs,  who  in  a  fhort  time  would  be* 
tome  a  mother,  thus  leaving  the  fiunily 
clandeftincly,  in  hope  of  appealing  by  hit 
prefence  his  parent's  anger. 

The  Dofftor.  The  precipitation  of  the  jour- 
ney overheated  his  blood. 

7be  Merchant.  An  officer  in  the  fervice  of 
the  republic,  a  Livonian  by  birth,  happen- 
ed to  be  then  at  Riga ;  he  was  a  particular 
friend  of  the  family  of  Meinhardt,  and  was 
likewife  acquainted  with  old  M.  Haften* 
donk.  Being  on  the  point  of  joining  his 
regiment,  he  undertook  to  enquire  the 
route  the  fugitive  had  taken.  Ignorant  of 
the  particular  circumftances  of  the  bufinefs, 
he  difpatched  a  courier  to  M.  Haftendonk, 
informing  him  that  his  fon  had  addrefled, 

I X  feduccd^ 
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ieduced^  ;iixl  abandoned  a  young  lady  of 

« 

good  family,  entreating  tBc  interference  of 
his  paternal  authority,  and  to  give  Inm 
leave  to  detain  fhould  they  be  fortunate 
enough  to  overtake  hiau 

'Tbe  Bachelor^  I  thought  the  young  lady 
bad  accompanied  the  captain. 

t    The  Merchant.  No,  Ihe  followed  him, 
with  a  friend  of  her  father's. 

The  DoSIor.  It  is  a  very  complicate  bufi- 
Aefs-— but  what  iaid  old  Haftendonk  v/hen 
he  received  the  officer's  information  ? 

The  Merchant.  He  knew  not  what  to  fay, 
but  obferved  there  was  fome  mifunder- 
(landing,  as  his  fon  had  quitted  Riga  in 
confonnity  to  his  orders.     However  he 

gave   j 
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ve  them  his  command  to  ftop  him,  and 
to  unite  him  to  the '  lady,  after  which  to 
condudk  them  both  to  htm. 

The  Bachelor.  Excufe  me.  Sir,  if  I  in- 
Cerrupt  you }  the  captain  did  not  meet  with 
the  Ton,  as  I  am  ii^formed  young  M*  Haf- 
tendonk  returned  aIone» 

* 

The  DoSlor.  Yes,  and  immediately  oh  his 
arrival  he  was  attacked  with  lihe  malady 
which  brought  him  to  the  tomb« 

The  Merebant.  The  officer  is  not  yet  re- 
turned, therefore  the  fate  of  the  lady  is  un« 
known. 

It  may  eafily  be  conceived  what  intereft 
I  took  in  the  above  difcourfe,  and  what 
ideas  it  gave  rife  to.     The  intended  huf« 

.  I  3  band 
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band  being  dead,  if  the  lady  to  whom  L 
bad  been  forced  to  give  my  hand  was  yet 
living,  our  marriage  was  indubitably  valid  ^ 
but  I  had  no  fortune,  no  fituation — ^I  wait- 
ed the  return  of  the  captain  with  impa- 
tience,  appearing  to  pay  no  regard  to  thc^ 
difcourfe  of  the  flrangers. 

Some  time  after,  the  bachelor  and  the 
Qt^chafic  departedj  leaving  th^  dodtot 
ajonei  who.  immediately  drew  near,  and 
afked  me  a.  hundred  qveftions }  aad  in  le& 
than  half  an  hour  related  a  number  of 
aaecdotes  I  was  by  no  means  curious  of 
knowing;  he  ofiesed  to  accompany  mo 
into  the  city,  to  (hew  me  the  curiofities,, 
aiking  me  among  other  things,  whether  I 
bad  feen  the  anatomical  theatre.  *^  We 
have  received  to-day,*'  faid  he,  **  a  fub^eft 
ibom  the  houfe  of  cone&ion ;  to^morroup 

i  WQ 
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(hall  begla  the  diffedioo ;  I  will  call  fat 
you  at  nine  o'clock."  It  was  in  vain  that 
I  aflured  htm  I  underftood  nothing  of  the 
matter ;  he  prelled  me  fo  eameftly,  that  to 
xelieve  myielf  from  his  importunities,  1  pro* 
mifed  to  attend  him  at  the  appointed  time: 
iatisfied  with  this,  he  departed. 

In  order  to  confider  at  leifvure  the  newi 
1  had  learned  from  the  ftrai^ers^  I  was  jufl: 
going  up  to  my  apartment,  when  the  cap- 
tain entered*  "  Came/'  faid  he,  **  let  tir 
cake  a  fhort  walk,  I  I^ve  important  infM- 
mation  to  give  yoti/'  I  accompanied  him^ 
and  heard  repeated  what  I  already  knew. 

We  delibemted  on  what  meafures  topur<- 
fue :  this  was  the  refult*  The  captain  was 
to  go  to  old  M.  Haftcndonk,  and  make  a 
feidiful  recital  of  every  circumftance,  and 

1 4  engage 
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^^&%^  lum  to  recompenfe  me  for  the  time 
I  had  loft^  and  enable  me  to  return  to 
Hambui^.     A  friend  of  my  wife's  was  to 
announce  with  all  poifible  precaution  the 
death  of  her  lover^  but  to  conceal  from  ha 
at  the  prefent,  as  well  as  from  her  funily, 
that  another,  by  miftake  was  her  hu{band» 
and  to  perfuade  her  to  return  to  her  parents 
at  Riga  immediately  after  her  lying-in, 
Haftendonk  might  write  to  her  father,  and 
make  an  allowance  fliitable  to  her  rank  as 
his  daughter-in-laWy    and  procure  roe  a 
place  according  to  my  talents ;  that  at  fome 
future  opportunity  I  might  appear  again  oa 
"the  fcene,  preient  myfelf  to  my  fpoufe  and 
her  family,  and  diicover  the  fatal  (ecret^ 
which  once  known,  (he  coukl  not  heiltate 
to  ratify  the  bands  before  ccHitni&ed ;  thus 
I  Iliould  find  myfelf  in  poflefiion  of  a  rich 
and  amiable  wife^ 

NotwicV 
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Notwith(bmding»  there  were  three  prin-^ 
cipal  points  yet  uncertain ;  my  fpoufe  cnigh^ 
be  dead  in  child-bed,  for  we  had.  quitted 
ber  in  a  very  critical  fituation;  in  which 
cafe^  what  right  would  my  pretended  fon 
have  to  the  wealtb  of  Haftendonk  and 
Meinhardt  I  Would  the  grandfathers^  legi« 
timate  him*?   Or  would  M.  Haftendonk. 
iubfcribe  to  our  plan  ?  It  was  however  well 
contrived,  and  we  looked  on  it  fa.  natural 
and  equitable,  that  fuU  of  the  flattering    , 
hope  with  which*  mankind  delight  to  in-   [ 
dalgp  them(elves,.  we  pafled  the  evening   \ 
with  great  gaiety.. 

The  next  morning  my  captain  was  ju(£ 
going  out,  when  the  Dodor,  faithful  ta 
his  promife,  arrived,,  and  dragged  me,  witb- 
importunate  politenels,  to  the  anatomical 
dicatre :  we  reached  it  early ;  the  keeper 

1 5  wai^ 
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was  ^one ;  he  fhewed  us  the  body  lying  on 
a  tjible,  coYcred  with  a  cloth.  ^^  He  was  ^ 
K>buft  ftrong  man/^  faid  the  Dodor^ 
^  will  you  look  at  hin  ?"  Thus  fpeaking, 
he  uncovered  the  corpfe ;  but,  great  God ! 
whom  did  1  fee  ?  Could  I  bolide  my  eyes  ? 
1  looked  ag^ii*i^]t  was  himfelf-t-Haudritz, 
my  old  ieducer,  Haudiitz  !-^This  fight 
made  a  violent  impreffion  on  me  ^  my  con* 
dudor  remarked  it,  and  aiked  the  cauie— ^ 
^*  How  came  this  body  heve?"*  (aid  I> 
^  or  rather  how  came  this  man  into  the 
houfe  of  corre&ion  ?*'  My  conductor  iati^ 
iied  my  curiofity, 

Haudrits  had  left  Hamburg  with  the 
captain  of  a  vetkl  bound  to  India.  They 
flaid  fome  time  at  Amfterdam^  where  idle- 
nefs  gave  room  to  his  natural  vicious  incli* 
nations^    and  prompted  him   to  commit 

frcfh 
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frefh  crimes.  The  eapmn^  who  had  taken 
him  as  his  cierk»  caught  hiiu  ftealingbia 
porfe;  an  adt  that  he  tepaii  hy  a  good 
camng  and  inftam  difimffion.  Thus,  l^brn^ 
intz  deprived  himfelf  of  an  haneft  occu** 
pation,  and  through  neceffiry  had  recourfe 
to  his  old  method  of  liviog^  The  aijer^ 
chants  of  Amfterdam  have  a  right  to  pa-^ 
luih,  accordii^  to  thek  pkafuute/  whAerei: 
commits  a  theft  in  the  place.  wkefef.dic!}r  af« 
kcnbtc  for  tfacic  commfrdbd*  a&its,  ancl 
Haudritz  having.  ^  purfeisced '  ai  watcb»  was 
indantly  taken*  The  Dutch  do  not  undcr-r 
ftand  raiUery  on  this  article,  they  tfaerefbrer 
gave  him  a  fmart  thrcfliing^  and 'threw  him 
into  the  caoaL  A  ^^wJ.througJi  hnmaaityr 
iaved  his  life,  and  took  Him  to  ihis  Koofe,, 
where  in  reqdital  for  fuch>kindm6  he  rob* 
bed  him,  and  attempted  to  debauch  his^ 
daughter :  the-  Jeru,  juftly  outraged;  pro- 

1  ^  cured 
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the  troops  of  the  Duke  of  ^^*^  had  afimi« 
lar  flain  on  his  face ;  his  figure  ind  mao* 
ner  like  wife  refembled  M.  de  Redmeri  and 
the  nfK>(e  I  examined,  the  more  was  I  con- 
vinced that  it  was  really  hinalelf.    As  I  had 
deferted  from  the  regiment,  I  had  every 
thing  to  fear  from  art  and  violence  Ihould 
I  be  knou*n.     But  as  this  o0icer  had  alib- 
,qukted  the  Service  from   (bmc  dilagree- 
ment,  I  could  not  fuppofe  that  he  was  zea- 
lous enough  to  purfue  me.     This  idea  dif- 
iipated  my  fear,  and  i  remained  near  aa 
hour  at  the  coflfee-houfe,  after  which  I  paid 

a  guide  to  condudl  me  home. 

* 

The  captain  returned  at  midnight,  wicfa^ 
eut  any  very  agreeable  news .  CMd  M  Haf* 
fendonk,  infteadof  thankuig,  had  attribttted 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  whole  af&ir  to  him, 

reRifing  to  agree  t9  aay  thing  in  my  fa* 

vour» 
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Tonr.  ^*  Nolwithftandtng/*  added  the  of-t 
ficer,  by  degrees  I  (bftened  bim  a  little  j 
depend  upon  me,  be  fhall  ptiy  tbe  expencQ 
of  your  return  to  Hamburg  5  remain  fome 
few  vfccks  at  Anxilerdam,  perhaps  we  may 
fucceed  beyond  our  expe£^tion  i  I  will  ufcr 
my  urmoft  endeavours ;  in  the  mean  time 
accept  this  fmail  firm  to  fupport  you.'^ 

Thus  fupplted  witb  means,  and  trufting: 
to  the  genejous  caies  of  the  captain,  I  em- 
ployed my  time  in  viewing  the  cutiofities 
of  Amfterdam,  Wherever  I  caft  my  eyes, 
I  difcoTered  things  that  appeared  to  me  ex- 
traordinary. M.  de  Dobelmayer  (which 
was  my  captain's  name)  introduced  me  to 
fome  cefpj^i^able  focietie^,  and  greatly  con- 
tributed towards  rendering  my  (lay  as  agree* 
able  as  poffible :  he  at  length  engaged  M. 
Van  Hafcendonk  to  fee  Qie :  I  weiu  thither, 

but. 
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but,  unhappily,  I  did  not  (crape  and  deam 
my  feet  fufficiemly  on-  my  entrance  into  clic 
boufe,  for  as  I  was  afeendiag  a  ftaur-caie, 
poltflied  and  flippery  as  gla6»  a;  ftn4>ping 
fervant  wencb  remarked  wkh  borror  a  Uttle 
dirt  on  my  (faoes^  and  inftantly  feizkig  mc 
by  the  arm  like  an  infimt,  brought  me 
<loWn  again,  not  fuffenng  me  to  ftk  till 
'  ihe  thought  them  fufficiendy  clean.  This 
comical  adventure  diltencerted  me  »  HvAcp. 
I  however  made  fliift  to  articulafie  my  de* 
mand  ht  French^  M.  Haftendoidi  lifteaed 
t^  me  with  Co  much*  feriouihefs  zxAJang 
froidy  that  he  refembled  a:  peiJbn  who  has 
tales  recounted  to  lull  them  to  fleq>*  S 
ipoke  for  a  length  ofv  time,  wkh*  great 
warmth  f  inftead  o£  anfw«rmg  me^  he  a&ed 
what  bufinefs  I  tranikded  at  Amfterdam  ^ 
This  queflion  neceflicated  me  again  tobe^ 
gin  my  harangue ;  and  I  am  coniunced  be 

would 
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w6uld  have  heard  it  ten  times  repeated,  if 
his  clerk  had  not  entered^  and  whifpered 
ibmething  in  his  ear.  This  news  was 
doubtlefs  interefting,  for  he  inflantly  quit* 
ted. me. 

M7  fuccefs  at  this  viGt  was  by  ho  means 
flattering ;  on  my  imparting  it  to  the  cap- 
tain, he  entreated  me  to  have  patience, 
promifing  me  his  utmofl  afliftance.  In 
about  three  weeks  he  brought  the  Dutch* 
man  to  ati  accommodation  ;  this  hard  man 

* 

confented  to  allow  a  moderate  dower  to 
the  reputed  widow  of  his  fon«  and  that  the 
miftake  in  the  marriage  fhould  fos  the  pre* 
fcnt  be  concealed  from  her,  but  he  would 
decide  nothing  in  favour  of  thfr  child.  For 
myfelf,  he  promifed  to  pay  my  expences 
back  to  Hanxburg,  and  prefent  me  with 
twenty  ducat« ;  I  alfo  obtained  an  authentic 

'  certificate 
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certificate  that  I  was  the  real  perfon  wh# 
had  been  married  to  Mademoifelle  Mein* 
hardt  at  Hamburg.  The  bufinefs  was  thus 
far  fettled,  but  they  left  to  myfelf  the  care 
of  entering  into  an  honourable  (ituation, 
that  might  enable  me  to  make  advantage  of 
this  union.  M.  de  Dobelmayer  promifed 
to  intereft  himfelf  flrongly  in  my  behalf 
with  the  parents  of  my  wife^  and  we  agreed 
to  hold  a  correfpondence  by  letter. 

Nothing  how  hindered  my  departure; 
I  was  determined  to  return  to  Hamburg, 
but  had  no  loBger  any  inclination  to  a  tbea* 
trical  life.  I  formed  a  thoufand  projedts, 
and  at  length  fixed  on  my  muiical  talents 
to  bring  me  into  notice.  This  plan  did 
not  certainly  promife  me  great  wealth,  but 
I  might  have  fuccefs,  and  in  time  direA  a 
prince's  concerts.    I  communicated  it  by 

letter 
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letter  to  Rcyerberg,  procnifing  to  joia  him 
foon  at  Hamburg.  My  firft  eSky  was  a 
concert  that  I  gave  at  Amfterdam,  which 
gratified  both  my  vanity  and  pocket,  as 
the  company  were  numerous^  and  applaufe 
unbounded.  M.  de  Redmer  happened  to 
be  there ;  I  had  not  taken  the  precaution 
to  difguife  my  name  on  the  tickets ;  and  I 
could  not  help  obferving  from  that  time  ho 
watched  me,  following  me  into  all  public 
places,  but  not  behaving  as  though  he  bad 
ever  feen  me  before.  This  conduct  gave 
me  great  uneafinefs,  and  determined  me  to 
baften  my  departure,  when  a  fingular  event 
ftrengthened  that  refplution. 

Accompaiiied  by  two  acquaintances,  I 
was  croffing  one  of  the  flrcets  inhabited  by^ 
common  women.     My  friends  informed 
me^  that  they  frequently  attraded  the  no- 
tice 
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tice  of  ftrangers,  by  (hatching  off  their 
liats,  whidi  they  however  returned  for  fome 
trifling  pvelent.  *Mn  the  evening/*  added 
he,  *^  they  drefs>  and  repair  to  a  kind  of 
merry  meetrag  called  the  Sped-hmfer^ 
where  by  their  attradions  they  endeavour 
to  engage  fome  one  to  accompany  them 
home,  or  to  retire,  into  the  cabinets  de» 
fiined  for  that  purpofe,  called  Baver^  In 
the  apartment  where  they  all  meet  nothing 
pafles  to  occafion  a  blu(h,  people  of  good 
morals  frequently  mingling  among  them.*' 

I  teftlfied  a  defire  to  fee  one  of  thefe 
Speel-buifers^  and  we  agreed  to  •repair  thi- 
ther. After  fupper  we  put  this  projeft  in 
execution,  but  the  company  were  nucae* 
rous,  and  the  noife  fo  great,,  that  we  deters 
mined  to  return  immediately.  As  we  left 
ihe  (aloon^  we  had  to  pais  the  door  of  ao^ 

other 
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«tlier  apartment,  from  whence  I  indantly 
recognized  M.  de  Redmer  by  his  violert 
burfb  of  laughter.  CurioHty  prompted  n:e 
to  liften  a  moment  to  the  fubjedb,  and  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  overhear  the  in- 
iiruiftions  he  was  giving' a  woman  to  fe« 
duce  me,  by  perfuading  me  to  accompany 
her  home,  then  deliver  me  into  his  hands. 
This  information  convinced  me  that  he 
had  watched  us  into  the  hou(e« 

The  pur&its  of  this  man  appeared  ib 
dangerous,  that  I  took  leave  of  my  bene- 
h&of^  Captain  Dob^elmayer,  who  repeated 
his  promiic  to  maintain  a  correipondence 
by  letter,  and  to  ufe  every  means  in  my 
favour  with  the  two  families  of  Haftendonk 
and  Meinhardt.  He  alfo  procured  me  let- 
ters of  reconlmendation  to  Hamburg,  Lu- 
beck,  and  Bremen,  from  the  firft  merchants 

of 
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of  Amderdam,  fpecifying  that  I  was  1 
compieat  mufical  viituofo.  For  fear  of  ac- 
cidentSy  and  likewife  to  render  my  name 
more  melodious,  I  changed  it  from  Peter 
Claus  to  Signor  Pedro  Clozetti,  under 
which  appellation  I  embarked  in  the  firft 
Teffd  that  failed  for  Hamburg. 


.  1 
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CHAP.  X. 

Departure  from  Atnjlerdam — End  of  the  Ma^ 
nufcript — Return  to  Hamburg. 

THE  company  that  1  found  on  board 
the  vcflel  were  not  of  the  moft  feled 
kind.  An  old  Dutch  captain,  in  a  black 
peruke,  with  his  wife  and. children,  going 
to  take  pofleflion  of  an  eftate  at  Hildef^ 
heim,  which  had  fallen  to  them  by  inherit 
caoce;  all  melancholy  caricatures:  fome 
young  merchants ;  a  profeflbr  of  Leyden, 
charmed  with  his  own  knowledge  in  the 
oriental  languages,  a  merit  that  none  of 
the  company  could  controvert ;  a  fludent ; 
a  French  adtor ;  and  amo;ig  other  pafien- 
g^rs  of  little  confequence,  a  German  baron 
and  \m  tutor.    This  lafl  was  an  infapport« 

able 
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nble  egotifl,  ever  (peaking  of  himfelf  witk 
the  mod  difagreeable  felf-complacency,  and 
interlarding  his  difcourfe  with  expreflions 
which  turned  the  attention  from  the  ob- 
je£l  in  queftion  to  bring  it  to  his  own 
perfon  j  as  **■  you  do  not  know  me, 
gentlemen ;  I  am  a  fbrift  friend  to  truth 
and  juftice ;  whoever  wounds  thofe  virtues 
offends  me." — ^Or  fometimes,  **  I  conlider 
things  in  their  proper  point  of  view.  No- 
thing  h  capable  of  dazzling  me  s  no  human 
confideration  can  make  me  vary ;  firm  in 
my  opinion,  I  trample  all  prejudice  under 
foot/*  His  panegyric  was  ever  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  others.  *^  I  am  not  like  the 
greater  part  of  mankind,  weak,  and  waver- 
ing in  their  principles ;  they  confider  objeds 
by  halves,  or  through  glafTes  which  fafci- 
nate  their  eyes."  In  Ihort,  he  looked  upon 
himfelf  as  the  central  point  of  wifiiom  and 

in£Jli- 
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to&liibility ;  we  therefore  left  him  to  enjoy 
lib  own  thoughts ;  for  as-  the '  company  of 
people  whofe  minds  were  not  above  medi- 
ocrity, mud  be  difagreeable  to  fo  compleat 
a  chara<3:er,  we  dropped  from  him  one  after 
another:  for  my  own  part,  noneofthefociety 
being  much  to  my  liking,  I  went  on  the 
deck,  where  1  concluded  the  extraordinary 
Jiiftory  of  my  friend.  Brick. 


CoiuUiJion  of  M*  Brick's  Mamjcript. 

"  The  conftitution  of  this  place  was  not 
founded  on  written  laws ;  its  gorernment 
was  iimple  and  natural,  and  fupported  on 
the  following  principles : 

**  The  fixty  families  that  firft  fettled  in 

the  iiland  had  parted  one  half  into  iixty 

VOL.  II.  K  equal 
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equal  fliaies.  Thcf  built  coiriiges  foffickiit 
to  contain  four  or  five  perfons  or  eaA 
quantity  of  land,  furrounding  them  by  their 
gardens  and  fields.  Every  member  of  the 
colony  worked  at  fonie  u&ful  employfiM9at  $ 
tte  fbllowmg  were  the  {>T£acipai  points  on 
which  they  agreed ; 

^'  There  (hould  be  no  cU^ndion  of 
lituations  or  profeffions ;  all  advantageous 
for  the  public  good  to  be  equally  efteemed. 
The  infaabmnus  (hould  dl  wear  the  fame 
habiliments :  it  was  ftri6kly  forbidden  to 
hitxx)duce  books,  or  written  manufcripts ; 
die  art  0f  fitting  being  ai(b  prohibited  in 
the  cdony.  The  fcientes  and  knowledge 
were  alone  remembered  by  oral  fradftioo ; 
the  men  of  underftanding  employing  their 
leifujit  t&  tranfmk  their  information  to  their 
ciaik&rea  and  f^iend^.    TIms  if  tlieir  kflbns 

were 
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#cw  Jiitefefting,  they  Tvere  Terfiembefed ; 
if  othdrwife,  forgotten.  Leatniiig  thai  bfe- 
iCaufic  k  free  acqtrrfement,  and  each  inerti- 
ber  iiras  at  liberty  to  obtahi  as  rritifch  as  pbf. 
fible.  Twenty  fstmflies  had  in  commoil 
four  pubhc  edifices ;  the  firft  fervcd  for  the 
educatidh  of  children  of  both  fbxes  from 
the  agfe  of  St  tcf  fourteen.  The^  apper- 
tained to'  the  ftate,  and  >^ttt  all  educated 
ni  the  fawre  ittrntier.  In  ihtit  fifteenth  year 
flteir  inciin'a^rroti  trfid  talents  Xv'ere  confulted 

i 

for  their  future  emptoyment.  llie  fccond 
building  was  an  hofpital  for  the  fick,  the 
nnmt)tr  of  which  were  very  fmafl,  as  inno- 
cence and  regularity  of  manners  prefefted 
them  from  thofe  fcourges  that  in  othe^ 
countries  ddfofete  the  hutrian  race.  As  the 
populiatro*!  ericreafed,  the^y  pbftibned  otf 
|)arts  of  the  ille  that  Wis  uninhabited,  iri 
equal  quatitk'res  to  what  themfelves  ocCii- 

K  a  pied.  . 
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pied.  No  one  dared  cultivate  more  thao 
his  own  portion  of  land^  but  ail  were 
obliged  to  labour  that^  independent  of  bu- 
iinefs.  The  forefts  and  fields  were  in  com- 
mon, under  the  in{pe£tion  of  the  elders. 

A  member  of  the  colony  had  no  fooner 
attained  his  fixtieth  year,  than  he  was  ex- 
empt from  labour,  entering  into  the  third 
building,  where  he  was  confidered  either  as 
a  judge  of  the  nation,  or  diredor  of  the 
inftitution  for  children.  The  founh  build- 
ing ferved  as  a  refeftory  torthe  twenty  fe- 
milies  who  met  there  twice  a  day  at  meals. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  who  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-four  were  governors  of  the 
republic,  and  aflembled  once  a  year  to  de- 
liberate with  the  ancients  of  the  people  on 
the  profpcrity  of  the  ftatc.  Twenty  fami- 
lies formed  a  tribe;    indeed,    the  whole 
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iSand  might  be  looked  on  as  a  fingle  houfe' 
inhabited  by  a  family,  ftrangers  to  luxury^ 
intemperance,  and  difference  of  condition, 
the  advantage  of  one  being  the  intereft  of 
all.  Reafon  alone  their  guide,  the  unea- 
fineffes  of  life  were  unknown  to  them,', 
diere  was  no  diftinA  property.  The  ani- 
zans  delivered  their  work  to  the  old  men, 
the  labourers  the  produce  of  their  fields, 
the  ftate  in  return  furnifiiing  their  mainte- 
nance. The  judges  paid  daily  vifits,  in  or- 
der to  be  aflured  that  individuals  ftridly 
obferved  the  rfatutcs  of  the  fociety  ;  and  if 
there  happened  to  be  a  rebellious  fubjeft 
(a  hundred  and  twenty  years  had  furniflied 
but  one  example)  they  bound  his  eyes  and 
put  him  on  board  a  veffel,  which  tranl"* 
ported  him  over  the  exienfive  lake,  into 
the  country  of  the  Si-mi-chireens,  from 
whence  he  could  not  return,  as  the  courfe 

K3  to 


U>  tb^  ifland  va$  eatii^elj  unknovrn.  l&nile 
mas  the  only  chaftifement^  ioflidtxig  death 
being  fort^idden,  a$  the  judges  well  ]iLoeiv 
that  we  have  no  right  to  take  from  man 
what  w^  cannot  return.  No  government 
can  either  give  or  infure  the  life  of  a 
fubje£t»  then  how  dare  they  deprive  theo^ 
I  of  it  ?  It  is  penpitted  to  every  n^an  to  fora^ 
[  hU  own  nw*al  fyftem,  and  to  adout  or  re- 
f  jpGt  thoie  already  iormue^^  notwuiiilandii^ 
thi^  greater  piwib^i^  have  doubtlef^  a  Xi^l 
to  tal^e  hee4«  that  a  fault  of  principle  i|i  par- 
ticular individuals  fhould  not  troubk  the 
general  repofe ;  confequently  it  is  but  juft 
to  force  fome  by  the  plun^lity  of  voices^ 
to  oblerve  certsun  reafons^faile  laws,  to  wlikh 
if  they  refqfe  tQ  con/o;ni(,  let  th^i^  ^  flop- 
ped^ bounds  fettered)  baniXl\edii  and  pvsJkd 
fi^om  il^  lid;  of  cUi^ens^  b|Ut  (io(  qvw  of  the 
nuinUrof  liunRam  beiogis,,  ^  ih«y  efijoye^j^ 

that 
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that  privilege  before  they  acquired  the 
rights  of  citizens.  The  date  gives  to  man 
a  civil  exiftence^  if  unworthy,  it  doubt- 
less has  a  power  to  deprive  him  of  it ;  but 
the  right  to  bereave  him  of  life^  appertains 
alone  to  the  Creator  who  beftowed  it. 

Tbt  conftitution  of  this  colony  was 
founded  on  nature,  reciprocal  agreement 
forming  its  (Irength^  paffion  and  ineereft 
bearing  no  fway  in  their  affairs. 

The  connection  between  the  fexes  was 
iimocent  and  pure,  there  not  being  a  fingle 
example  of  an  illicit  commerce,  the  fim* 
-  jdicity  of  nmnners  of  thofe  honeft  iflanders 
preferving  them  from  all  immoderate  and 
unlawful  defires.  A  thoufand  accidental 
caufes  which  produce  .unruly  wiffies  being 
unknown  to  them:  did  they  find  tbern^ 

K  4  felves 
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fclves  inclined  to  love,  they  chofe  a  wife, 
which  was  eafiljr  obtained.  Among  the 
girls^  who  were  all  equally  rich,  there  verc 
\  few  infirm  or  disfigured^  continual  employ- 
\  ment,  and  the  prefence  of  their  parents^ 
\  protected  them  from  all  loofe  temputions. 
Never !  (this  law  was  general  and  invio- 
lable)  never  did  a  woman  dare  remaia 
alone  with  any  man  but  her  hufband,  nor 
even  whifper  fecretly  to  another.  No  one 
above  the;,  agje  of  fixty  affefted  myftcry  in 
their  difcourfe,  nor  was  there  any  occafion 
for  concealment  where  all  had  the  (ame  in- 
terefi; :  education  was  perfectly  equal,  the 
European  cullom  being  unknown,  of  not 
daring  to  fpeak  of  certain  things  before  cer- 
tain people. 

After  the  firft  rudiments  of  this  (imple 
education,  they  inftru6led  the  children  in 

the 
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tie  works  of  Nature  and  their  duty^  Piac- 

tical  leiToos  were  flrengthened  by  good  ex* 

ample,  the  drift  infpeftion  they  were  fub« 

jcft  to,  the  care  of  forming  their  hearts  to 

Tirtue,  and  converfations  which  raifed  the 

mind,  giving  it  energy  and  fpirit.    Strift 

truth  could  alone  move  them^  being  taught 

the  mod  ftoical  infeniibility  for  all  fantaftic 

ideas.  They  did  not  dare  belie,  e  more  than 

they   underilood^    not  however  relapfing 

into  doubt  where  it  only  'happened  to  fur- 

pa&  their  comprehenfion.     In  iijfancy  they. 

taught  nothing  more  of  the  nature  of  God, 

but  that  he  was  a  benevolent  Creator,  and 

above  the  comprehenfion  of  frail  humanity, 

and  the  only  means  of  riling  to  fupreme  fe- 

licity,  a  continual  endeavour  to  attain  per* 

fcdtion ;  that  after  having  done  their  duty 

for  a  dated  number  of  years,  ihc  prieds 

(which  were  the  old  men)  would  indrud 

K  5  '  them 
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then  ill  tim  imtt  vm  ol  Sfen  ia  di^ 


mlkgioj^,.  iin«Ll.  tb^y  hdd:  lima  vf^fiAl  »>  ih«» 
cotony  for  fixty  year^  Th^cy  eaA£]^  IgeUcYcd 

could  MH  avtnd  i:cmariuQg  in*  k»  laooi  iko 
OB&k  of  mfinke^  wi£l3in<  Coot^ot  tx>  enjofjp 
tjbe  gifts  of  a  beii^  fiipr^dy  good,  they> 
demanded  noi  otheF;  pcoof  of  his  exiffttacc^ 
A  fbleoui  idigiioua  fea&,  wbkk  was  cele^ 
located  yearlyiy  pbced  lA  their  heains.  frefla 
zeal  &r  virtue  -^  fbcngtheoed  dmtr  laiiifoD^ 
Quaking  fihcoE  esperieace<  %  degsee  of  ea-% 
ihufiafaiy,  which  iiaifed  ihist  fool  wiicbouft 
ezultadon^  ai  the  &a»  time  fijrmihing  tha 
lilaxiders  With,  an  opportuxiiiy  of  conSdci:- 
ing  themielyes  as  one  happily  £unily.*-^ 
There  was  ao.  oth^i:  public  worihip ;  thcyi 

celebrated 


cdpbrMfid  the  bmemknce  of  didr  Onoitor 
bj  ibcigs,  dbmoer,  miitb,  and  modcvate  re« 
ptfts..  This,  feaft  contbticd  £oc  dine  diqrsy^ 
and  was  cquaUy  conftcraledtD  the  importaafi 
a£jnr  of  &e  ftate^  the  adixiiiiiftration  of 
jui&icB^  die  fte(fa  diftribotioa  of  lands  ia 
iavoui  of  the  Qe?^  meinbers  of  the  coboy^. 
tbe*  cekbration  of  marriages^  the  difpenla- 
oba  of  fad)our  to  thofe  who  had  attained 
die  s^  of  fixty,  aod  fimtlair  eniplDymeDts. 
I  affifted  at  this  fblenmicjr  in  the  jsiorn*- 


•f 


Bert  vhere  is  the  end  of  die  raanufeript  I 
1  have  loft:  none  of  it ;  the  number  of  the 
pages  is  the  fame  as  at  the  firfl  moment  1 
opened  it  on  my  departure  &om  Hamburg 
Unfartvmaice'  that  I  am ! — ^the  e^ntial  j» 
wanting  ;>  an  informatio;i  of  che  fituation*  of 
this  country.    M.  Srick,  ac  the  beginning 

K6  of 
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of  his  journal  promiied  to  d&ribe  ii 
Who  win  believe  what  has  been  related  ?* 
It  will  be  taken  for  a  dream.    I  thought  at 
firfl:  myielf  that  it  mi^t  be  nothing  mom 
than  an  i^eftcit  of  M.  Brick*s,  of  glorious 
memory,  therefore  did  not  place  great  de- 
pendence on  the  riches  bequeathed  to  Rey- 
erberg  and  myfelf  by  our  common  fneod* 
Notwithftandmg,  I  thought  it  neceflary  to 
communicate  the  fragment  to  my  readers 
luch  as  I  received  it.     £very  one  is  free  to 
believe  as  much  as  he  thinks  proper ;  and 
my  advice  on  the  whole  is  to  admit  the  re- 
cital as  true,  and  worthy  belief,  however 
contrary  it  may  appear.    We  mud,  as  die 
lawyers  fay,  have  report  to  the  teftimpny 
of  the  father,  in  favor  cm  partus.  But  (hould 
any  of  the  great  ones  of  the  age  be  tempted 
to  conquer  this  kingdom,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe.Iail  towards  the  polar  regions^  I  pro- 

tcft 
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teftthatlhave  no  inclination  to  accom- 
pany them. 

'  The  wind  was  more  fkvouraUe  in '  this 
thaa  my  fifft  voyage,  for  we  met  neither  ac- 
cident  nor  delay ;  I  therefore  find  myielf 
under  ^  kind  of  necefiity  to  afk  pardon 
of  my  readers  that  this  failing  was  Co  defti- 
tute  of  matter.  The  only  crofs  accident  I 
met  with^  being  a  violent  head-ache,  which 
tormented  me  the  night  of  our  departure. 
The  French  comedian  was  the  only  perfon 
in  company  who  fympathissed  with  my 
pains,  and  endeavoured  to  admin  ifler  re« 
lief.  He  was  in  defpair  that  he  could  not 
give  me  eafe,  and  tried  every  thing  he 
could  devife  to  diminiQi  my  torment  5  his 
zeal  went  even  fo  far,  as  to  endeavour  to 
cure  me  in  the  fame  manner  that  Moliere 
employs  in  favovir  of  M.  de  Pourceaugnac. 

So 


gued  me  ;  and  I  was  on  the  poiJH  of  de- 
clining it,  when  he  fuddenly  approached 
Qi]r  bed  la  the;  peateft  rapture  wkk  a  book 
in  his  hand.  ^*  Sk,**  laid  he,  *^  I  have 
takjea  thi$  fton^  tke  fide  of  the  ftudcnt,.  wha 
i^  afleep  iqpon  deck ;.  it  is  a  fcarce  and  pie^ 
ciou5  book^.  a  book  of  goU,.  where  you 
will  afi  ooG^  &»d  a  rem^y  for  yow  diiea(e> 
iJtaJi  13  to  iay^  3i  prefcriptioa  a^inft  indi- 
geftioo-^How  uaforttmate  that  I  do  not 
iMdccftand  LatioL— *TQfu  however  compre- 
k^  ie  ^  look  otnr  tins  atftxtiiaUe  treasife^ 
and  ehoofe  a  proper  xtceipL" 

« 

I  opetied  the  book  through,  complai- 
fiuacQ,  and  &w,  oot  without  fbrpoze,  that 
U.  was  ail:  mtrodiiiftioa  in  jus  Ag^arvm^  a 
tide  my  judicious  Frenchman  had  miftaJLeix 
for  a  treaty  on  the  juices  of  digeftion* — ^ 

Notwith- 


Motwithllanding  the  keen  pain  with  which 
I  was  tormented,  I  could  not  help  laughing 
at  the  theatricil  hero's  ^qoder.  My  in- 
diUpofitioa  did  not  reqiain  long,  and  en- 
tirely left  m^  a$  foon  as.  \  heard  the  bells 
of  Hambuigy  where  we  ent;ered  in  eQo4 
health  • 


0        « 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Adventure  of  Louis  de  Reyerberg-'^igHor  Chh- 
zetti  exhibits  bis  talents  in  fome  Towns  in 
Germany — Attains  the  Place  of  Secretary • 

MY  firft  care  on  my  arrival  at  Ham- 
burg was  to  run  to  my  firiend  Rcy- 
erbci^ ;  but^  oh  Heaven !  what  was  my 
grief  and  difappointment,  when  I  was  in- 
formed that  he  had  difappeared  eight  days 
before,  leaving  every  body  ignorant  whither 
he  was  gone.  The  only  circumftance  that 
could  be  recolleded  which  threw  any  light 
on  his  abfence  was  as  follows. 

A  ftrange  nobleman  had  invited  Rcyer- 
berg  to  dinner ;  he  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  repaired  thither,  but  immediately  after 

departed, 
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departed^  fince  when  no  perfon  could  give 
any  information  of  him.  The  manager  of. 
the  theatre  confirmed  this  melancholy  news : 
what  could  I  think  of  it  ?  Conjedure  was 
unavailing.  If  my  friend  had  met  with 
feme  advantageous  occaiion  of  travelling 
with  a  nobleman,  he  doubtlefs  would  have 
taken  his  cloatbs  and  papers  j  he  never 
would  have  left  his  apartment  in  the  con- 
fiifion  I  found  it;  he  would  have  taken 
leave  of  his  friends.  The  contrary  of  this 
gave  me  room  to  fear  fome  unfortunate 
event;  yet  unable  to  penetrate  into  the 
myftery,  I  tried  to  perfuade  myfelf  that 
time  would  throw  fome  fatisfaftory  light  on 
this  adventure,  and  that  the  fame  propitious 
fortune  which  had  already  twice  united  us 
in  fuch  an  unlooked-for  manner,  would 
again  favour  us;  in  (hort,  I  could  notfupi* 
pofe  that  we  were  feparated  for  ever. 

I  obtained 
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1  obtained  my  diftniflion  from  the  thMtre^ 
and  began  my  muiical  career.  I  took  care 
to  make  exaA  enquiries  after  my  fpoufe  : 
Ihe  liad  been  happily  delivered,  her  brother 
from  Riga  arriving  at  Hamburg  juft  as  flic 
received  from  Amfterdam  the  fatal  news  of 
tlic  death  of  her  lover  Haftendonk.  This 
event  had  nearly  over;i4ielfaed  her  %vich  a& 
fliiStiQci,  nor  Was  any  thing  capab4e  to  alle^ 
Tiate  her  defpair,  but  the  idea  of  returning 
home  with  the  title  of  wife  and  mother. 
She  did  fo,  accompanied  by  her  brother, 
the  weak  ftate  of  her  health  not  having 
pemiitted  it  iboner:  fhe  had  only^left 
Hamburg  the  day  previous  to  my  arrival. 

Nothing  engaging  me  to  flay  in  this 
town,  I  took  the  road  to  Bremen,  furniflied 
with  my  letters  of  recommendation.  It 
would  be  abufing  the  patience  of  the  reader 

to 
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to  give  9n  cxaft  4st^U  of  this  journey,  I 
ihall  therefore  only  relate  th^  pnadpal 
events,  and  fqnae  obibrvations  it  gave  md 
opportunity  to  make.  A  virtuoib  who  tra** 
yek  to  exhibit  h^s  fkiil  to  the  public  (hould 
never  truH:  his  (oiCQtk  to  his  talents  alone. 
If  he  arrives  in  the  diligence,  withoin:  pa« 

KuJe»  pfei^y  Qlo^hed,  wd  with  mod^ 

9ddre& ;  if  hi^i  Qievit  has  net  preceded  hioft 
firos^  tbe  ii^oxmatipn  of  the  idle,  or  heralds 
hirod  fer  th^t  pi^rpofe,  yaii^  vould  be  his 

■ 

talent^ ;  (hould  he  even  furpdfs  Orpheus, 
he  would  hav«  few  admirers  and  little  pro« 
fit;  rw)  cQnnqii^iirs  (the  number  is  every 
wh^y€>  veiy  frps^U)  dragged  by  the  imperious 
WthQFity^^  <p£  foihipn,  w^^h  eoflaJVes  theip 
real  fe^unieni^,  ewq  h^ve  rvot  ihe  courage 
to  i^pHiiUd  aloiiie.  On  the  contrary,  thq. 
meae^ft  tuufipiaa^  whofe  tones  are  equivcw 
cal,.and  who  rcgardlefsof  the  ear,  boldly 

flics 
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flies  from  the  nut  to  the  bridge,  will  pa& 
for  a  great  man,  if  he  travels  poft,  is  an- 
nounced pompoufly,  difplays  a  rich  ward- 
robe, brings  high-flown  recommendation  to 
fome  powerful  demi-connoifleurs,  pays 
thcfe  Midafes  his  devoirs  daily,  praifcs  their 
tafte,  Clearing  their  diflbnant  tones  on  the 
harpfichord  with  patience,  and  exclaiming 
with  rapture,  «*  Bravo !  bravijjimo !  what 
glory  for  our  profcflion  to  have  fo  fliilful, 
fo  generous  a  patron  !*' — Such  a  man  b 
*ure  to  be  celebrated,  an&  fuccefsful,  par- 
ticularly if  he  is  accompanied  by  a  pretty 
female  warbler.  He  will  be  reputed  a  phe- 
nomenon, whofe  equal  the  age  cannot  pro- 
duce, and  the  pockets  of  the  juggler  will 
run  over  with  ducats,  which  he  is  free  to 
{pend  as  fooliOily  as  he  gained  them,  even 
4  in  the  mofl:  daring  libertiniiin,  if  he  choofes 
^  to  honor  his  profeifion  according  to  the 

common 
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-common  cuflom  of  muficians  emulous  for 


As  for  myfelf,  I  pcrfedly  underftood  the 
part  I  had  to  ad;  and  by  the  afliftance.of 
my  recommendations,  it  was  eafy  for  Sig- 
ner Clozetti  to  pafs  for  one  of  the  firft  vio- 
lin players  in  Europe,  and  my  reputation 
to  fpread  from  one  end  of  Germany  to  the 
other.  I  cannot  fay  but  there  was  fome 
Uttle  quackery  in  this  new  plan  ;  it  is  true 

» 

I  purpofcd  never  to  deviate  from  the  right 
path ;  but  necelCty !  when  it  commands^ 
what  can  we  do?  Is  it  not  fure  to  be  blindly 
obeyed?  Neither  did  I  conceive  it  very 
criminal  to  put  the  folly  of  mankind  under 
contribution  in  fo  trifling  an  article  as  that 
of  mufic.  I  compofed  for  my  own  con- 
certs; that  is  to  fay,  I  felefted  the  beft  ^ 
paflages  from  the  pieces  of  great  mailers^  % 

curtailing» 
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^    cuttsci&ig,    mtitilati»g>     and    diluting 

* 

\  them,  fo  that  the  plagiary  (hould  not  br 
'  perceived,  mingling  the  whole  with  fome 
trifliog  gRJces  of  ray  dWri  invention,  lliis 
Fucceedcd  ^^eiy  wdll,-  for  I  pl^^ed  in  a  fa - 
pCTiDT  ftiJe :  I  ikMb  ftirtamofphiDfed  oM  ba!- 
kds  into  rondeaiaS)  to  do  w^Ach,  it  vtras 
osdy  necd&ry  to  repeat  S%  or  fe^en  times 
die  fame  ftrdn  w^h  littte  i^H^ioft ;  when 
aftei*  fome  msdlefrly  flr&kes  VfUk  tht  boir,  I 
rciot)k  the  original  thcKigh  fittipte'  ftram, 
how  jk<:tering  v^as  it  for  iht  to  hear  thi 
concett  it)dm  refourid  convrfRVe  aeckftna* 
tidfts  of  Bra\;o  /  iravol  tx^fie!  ithat 
tqfte !  what  fotmds  !  ^bat  txfreffion  !  what 
eafi! 

t 

^  At  Stade  I  had  the  happin^fs  to  pleafe  a 
rich  vP'idow  ^f  thirty,  hafcfidfbme,  accom- 
plfOied^  and  with  a  pOBLoit  for  mofit.    My 

talents 
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talents  interefted  h^  in  l¥iy  favour;  fhe 
^ven  ga?e  fiie  to  underftand  that  (he  had 
not  entkely  forefw^Tn  the  yoke  of  Hymen  ; 
nay,  that  (he  felt  heffetf  kiclined  to  wear 
his  chains  a  fecond  time,  would  her  ftars 
direft  het  to  a  man  capable  of  pleafing  her, 
mid  who  was  a  good  mnfician.  The  pro- 
po&l  was  clear ;  and  I  mii^  confefs  I  wa» 
tempted,  but  reditude  recalled  to  my  me- 
mory, that  I  was  already  tlie  bufband  of 
another  fair  one ;  I  theref:>re  paid  no  atten* 
ttott  to  die  kindness  of  the  widow,  and  left 
Stadc. 

Oft  my  arrival  at  Lubeck,  I  l«d  hardly 
annomrced  my  profeflion,  when  an  Italian 
nrnfician  and-  his  fpoufe  fent  to  entreat  me 
to  (hare  the  concerts  in  common  with 
them.  1  immediately  waited  on  thefc  il- 
Ittftiious  colleagues  >  but  figuVe  to  youfrfelt 

my 
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■ 

my  aftonilbment,  when  I  recognized  in 
this  muGcal  couple  the  famous  Count  di 
Fend^ni,  and  his  chafte  worthy  confcnrt! 
They  did  not  appear  to  recoiled:  me :  my 
firft  emotion  prompted  revenge  for  their 
unworthy  treatment  and  farcaims  in  the 
wood  of  Wolfenbuttle^  the  place  where  I 
had  received  fuch  a  humiliating  affront,  and 
that  had  nearly  plunged  me  into  an  abyis 
of  mifery,  the  remembrance  of  which  was 
now  recalled  to  my  memory  :  my  paf&on 
however  infenfibly  cooled,  when  I  refledked 
that  my  condu£t  at  that  time  deferved  no 
better  fiite.  I  with-held  my  rage,  return- 
ing thanks  to  Heaven  that  I  was  not  fo  de- 
praved as  formerly,  and  left  to  itfelf  the 
c^c  of  punifliing  the  wicked  adventurers. 

I  quitted  them  with  a  contempt  I  found 
it  difficult  to  conceal^  and  mull  confefs 

that 


GIL  BLAS*  217 

that  this  unexpeded  meeting  infpired  me 
with  a  difguft  to  the  new  profeffion  which 
want  had  forced  me  to  adopt.  I  felt  a  Te* 
cret  horror  to  be  an  afibciate  with  fuch  vile 
and  deipicable  beings  :  I  carried  my  views 
to  fomething  higher^  and  without  joining 
the  Italian  couple,  gave  two  concerts  on 
ray  own  account,  and  determined  to  depart 
immediately. 

A  merchant,,  well  known  for  his  probity^ 
who  was  alfo  a  connoifleur^  declared  him** 

ft 

felf  my  patron,  and  gave  me  a  letter  for 

ft 

the  PruflSan  envoy,  then  at  ***•  I  was 
recommended  to  the  minifter  as  a  perfon 
well  verfed  in  different  languages^  the  belles 
lettres,  the  arts  and  fciences,  particularly 
muiic  and  painting,  poflefling  many  other 
agreeable  talents,  among  Which  I  was  fpo« 
ken  of  principally  as  an  expert  economifl. 
vol-  u.  L  How 
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How  fould  my  patron  divine  that  all  thofe 
qualities  wefe  united  in  me?  It  is  true  we 
had  .oftefn  converfed  on  thofe  diiTer^it  fob- 
jefts ; .  but  people  frequently  fpeak  well  on 
matters  they  do  ndt  underftand.  Be  it  as  i% 
piay,  this  is  fufficient  ro  (how  the  ordinary 
bafis  oC  letters  of  recommendation.  My 
qxialities,  my  virtues,  .werq  deftribed  in  the 
moft  flattering  ftile,  which  is  all  that  is 
neceflary.  I  joined  the  ambaflfador.at  Stc- 
Vn,  where  he  remained  for  fome  days ;  he 
was.pleafed  with  my  appearance — perhaps 
he  had  great  obligations  to  my  patron,  but 
bis  mptivcs  to  me  were  immaterial ;  he  re- 
tained me  witli  him  in  quality  of  fecretary, 
«:iaking  my  fituation  very  advantageous. 


v/ . .'  i 


v.    m. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Cloze tti  vifiis  different  Courts^  of   Germany 
•    v:itb  the  Ambaffadory  and  attains  a  Pojl  of 
Eminence. 

T^  H  E  minifter  was  a  man  of  the  uN 
^  moft  re{pcdability^  great  probity, 
knowledge  and  underftanding ;  weH^rerfed 
in  politics^  a  ikilful  financier,  provident  iil 
liis  negociations,  yet  aflSible  in  his  demea* 
flor ;  in  Abort,  he  comptcatly  juftificd  the 
truft  repofed  in  him  by  the  immortal  Fre^ 
deric.  His  wife  was  noi;  lefe  amiable,  both- 
joining  to  the  mailncrs  of  thie  groat  f;w6rH 
ingenuous  candour  and  noblenefs  of  fenti-' 
nicnt  i  they  enjotyed  particular  confidefat ion 
in  the.  different  courts  of  Germany ;  in  no 
place  a^ing'the  part  of  infigdificant  pro- 

L  2  te(5lors> 
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tedors,  yet  never  employing  their  power 
without  neceflity,  and  that  in  the  cauie  of 
reftitude.  They  (hunned  all  court  in- 
trigue, but  where  it  was  neceiiaTy  to  refift 
the  wicked.  Was  probity  blackened  in 
the  fight  of  the  fovereign,  by  the  under* 
hand,  though  adroit,  artifice  of  a  courtier, 
or  interefted  fubaltem,  they  prote6ted  it, 
helped  its  juftificadon,  and  firmly  oppofcd 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  cabals  with  vMch 
thofe  Gttle  courts  fwarm.  I  have  feen  this 
generous  couple,  when  aflured  of  the  in* 
Aocence  of  the  opprefled  (againft  whom 
were  the  ftrongeft  appearances)  poblicly 
^fpoufe  their  cauie,  and  intereft  tfaemlelves 
in  their  defence,  regaidlefs  of  court  whif- 
pen.  Anions  of  this  nature  gained  them 
the  efleem  of  all ;  envy  was  forced  to  re- 
.  fped:  their  virtue,  and  the  court,  whom 
ifequendy  they  vigoroufly  i^pofed,  could 

not 
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oot  lefufe  the  admiration  due  to  their  fiitn- 
nels.  I  flxali  doubtlefs  be  pardoned  this 
ibort  digreflion,  for  the  fmall  number  of 
honeil  and  well-meaning  fouls,  who  ofteii 
endeavour  to  do  good,  but  cannot  efie£fc  it, 
ever  find  confolacion  in  having  virtue  fpo- 
ken  of  widi  refpeft  and  eileem, 

I  travelled  to  the  princi|>al  courts  of  Ger-^ 
many  with  my  ambaflkdbr,  and  may  eafily 
be  excuied  giving  a  tedious  defcription  of 
them.  Some  years  had  elapfed  fince  I  was 
there  the  firft  time  with  my  friend  Reyer^ 
l^^rgt  under  the  names  of  the  Baron  of 
Clansfeldt  and  M.  de  Frankentlial.  The 
a^rs  were  new,  but  the  fcene  ever  the 
&me ;  for  whole  ages  may  pals  without 
thefe  theatres,  fertile  in  ridicule,  being  en- 
tirely reformed.  This  time  I  faw  things  m 
a  different  point  of  view ;  my  employment 

L  J  as 


222  THE  GERMAN 

SIS  fecretary  throwiog  me  into  a  new  order 
of  individuals,  where  I  had  an  c^portunity 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  manners 
of  diflinguiOied  families. 

I  was  not  recolleded  even  in  the  towns 
where  I  had  Jived  the  lonsiefl:  time.  Wc 
remained,  among  other  places,  for  ibme 
days  at  Ratlfbon ;  Iiere  I  had  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  a  fkilful  chymift,  and  pre* 
pared  univerfal  medicines.  No  perfbn  dc* 
manded  an  account  of  my  miraculous  cures. 
It  is  true,  I  had  rendered  the  iick  incapable 
of  fo  doing,  for  my  remedies  had  been  fo 
peculiarly  compofed,  that  the  afflided  could 
never  boaft  their  efficacy,  except  in  the 
other  world. 

:  1  did  not;  negleft  to  enquire  after  fay 
chaicming  widow,  Madame  de  Noldmannp 

and 


arid  was  informed,  that  immediately  after 
tny  departure,  fhe  had  been  attacked  with 
a  violent  iilnefs ;  and  deprived  of  my  af- 
fifiance,  was  neceflitated  to  call  in  another 
pharmacopoliil,  who  had  methodically 
brought  her  to  the  grave.  The  manufcript^ 
of  the  famous  M.  Noldmann  hadpafled 
into  (Irange  hands ;  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  be  able  to  procure  fome  of  them,  fo  that 
I  yet  poffcfs  that  fcarce  akhimi-magic  trea* 
fure,  which  I  may  perhaps  hereafter  pre* 
Sent  to  the  public  for  their,  edification. 

* 
■ 

We  paflcd  -  the  feafon  for  drinking  tlji 
waters  atPyrmont,  which  was  crowded  with 
princes,  counts,  ambafTadors,  miniftersj  and 
other  people  of  quality, .  with  and  .without 
the  outward  decorations  of.diftin(5tiori,  and 
who  mixed  in  the  falbons  and  public  walk$. 
A  Dutchman^  who  for  *  the .'  iirft.  tinw  J>ad 

L4  left 
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left  his  native  morafs,  was  enchanted  to  fee 
k  many  fine  people  with  ftais  on  their 
brcaftsy  and  coloured  ribbands  around  their 
bodies.  He  took  it  for  a  new  Eihion  ;  and 
was  to  much  delighted,  that  he  determined 
to  have  a  fimilar  decoration,  and  accord* 
inglj  beipoke  a  laige  ftar,  embroidered 
with  difiereot  colours,  in  the  middle  of 
which  (hone  his  arms,  furrounded  with  a 
ridiculous  Latin  device,  that  a  wit  whom 
he  cooiulted  had  iiipplied  him  with.  He 
next  purchafed  a  broad  ribband,  to  which 
he  hung  a  medal  ftruck  in  honour  of  an  old 
Stadtholder.  His  appearance  caufed  uni- 
Ter(al  aftoniihment,  and  thejefts  and  mirth 
at  this  comical  mafquerade  may  eafily  be 
imagined;  the  company  had  the  utmoft 
trouble  to  peiluade  the  Dutchman  that 
princes  alone  had  a  right  to  beftow  fbch 
decontions ;  that  they  were  not  to  be  pur* 

chafed. 
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cfaa&dj  nor  ever  to  be  given,  but  to  ocmfer 

« 

honour  on  fooie  pardcular  occafion^ 

Durii^  our  flay  at  B^^**,  there  ibappened 
a  lingular  adventure  in  that  town*  A  (6* 
ciety  of  perfons  privately  afiembled  iB  a' 
boufe  adjoining  to  invoke  fpirits  ^  a  cellar 
was  the  obfure  theatre  of  their  ridiculous 
and  (uperflitious  tricks ;  they  adjured  the 
demons  widi  loud  cxies,  accompanied  by 
the  mod  horrid  rites  and  dreadful  ceremo^ 
nies,  6>  ioud»^  that  the  infernal  din  nfound* 
ed  from  the  cave  into  the  ftreet*  Idighc 
was  the  time  they  chofe  for  their  dark  myf- 
teries ;  the  members  of  this  £e6k  ever  came' 
in  difguife ;  the  houie  which  recdved  them* 
was  between  ours  and  that  of  an>  old  rich* 
widow,  who,  alarmed^  by  their  nofturnal 
meetings  and  liorriblenoife,  im^ined  them' 
to  be  thievo8|  who  probably  had  formed  a 

L  5  defignv 
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dcfign  to  rob  her ;  and  one  night,  wheb 
the  myOac  brotherhood  had  warmly  entered 
into  their  orgies,  fent  to  inform  the  police 
of  th.e  danger  with  which  Die  was  threat* 
ened.  The  xommiiTary,  attended  by  his 
guard,  immediately  went  to  the  fufpeded 
lioufe,  forced  an  entrance,  fearched  the 
upartnients,  iind  at  length  difcovered  the 
Subterraneous  cavern.  The  zeal  of  thefe 
l[nagicians^  and.  the  buftle  which  accompa* 
•nied  their  ceremonies,  efieftually  prevented 
•their  hearing  the  noife  from  without,  until 
the  very. moment  the  doors  were  burft  opeo^ 
and.  the  corhmifiary  fell,  as  from  the  clouds, 
into  the  middle  of  the  conjurors,  vfho  weir 
"forming  a  circle  round  an  altar  covered 
with  black.  Who  would  not  have  thoug1>c 
but  they  would  havd  endeavoured  to  coiv- 
•ceal  their  fliame  by  a  fpeedy  flight  ?  Not 
:fo..  The  blindhfcfs  of  thefe  infatuated  mit 
r       '.  creants 
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prednts  did  50t  fufier  them  to  recogbize  the 
perfpaof  the  corDmiflaiy,buCtQok  the  black 

m 

and  gloomy  figure  before  them  for  jSattan 
bimTelfy.who  had  come  -according  to  their 
wifbes.  Charmed  yfitk  this  unufual^xpn-? 
de^cenfipny  their  conjurations  w^re  immp^ 
diately  renewed  with  more;  than  common 
ardor..  The  comm^flaiy^Was  on  the  point 
of  putting  aa  end  to  this  diabolical  fcene^ 
when  a  part  of-  the  magical  brotherhood 
difcovered  themftlycs,  and  were  known  by 
the  officers  of  juftice  to  be  fome  of  the  firft 
xritizens  of  the  place,  who  were  neceflitated 
to  purchafe  his  fecrecy  by  confiderable  pre- 
sents. Notwithftanding  which,  the  fecret 
was  foon  (pread,  the  rendezvous  knpwn^, 
but  the  names  of  the  parties  concealed. 

I  had  accompanied  the  minifter  on  hi^ 
travels  fortvyo  years j  my  Gtuation  was  very 

L  6  agreeable. 
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i^;veeable9  aiotwithftanding  the  bickeringt 
which  cannot  be  ^u^cwlodwhen  we  Cen^  the 
greats  The  temper  >of  the  maiire  d^baitt 
was  an  exaft  contaraft  to  mifie^  he  was  in* 
fupponaUe  to  me,  and  I  had  die  fadsbc* 
tioa  to  tind  every  one  elfe  of  the  fiune  opU 
nion.  He  was  a  meny  debauchee,  who- 
emptied  his  twelve  bottles  daily;  his  head 
was  funk  within  his  (boulders,  nor  did  he 
bear  a  bad  refemblance  to  a  (quae  hare^ 
Phlegmatic  to  the  higheft  degree,  flow  in 
deci(ion,  he  ufuaiiy  judged  6Ue  by  giving 
too  much  time  to  fcfleftion*  Without  ho- 
nour, he  was  ever  betraying  the  confidence 
of  his  mafter,  and  (eeking  occafion  to  dupe 
him.  I  was  one  day  fortunate  enough  to 
gain  information  of  fome  of  his  fiaudulcnc 
praftices,  and  to  warn  the  ambaflador  of 
the  danger  of  trufting  him.  His  natural 
goodnefs  prevented  him  from  difcharging 

this 
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this  im£utfaful  fervant,  but  by  the  dofeft 
inipeftion  o(  his  -accoimts,  he  proteAod 
Iiim(elf  in  future  from  foekig  piliaged  of 
fucb  confiderable  fums. 

Employed  to  anfwer  all  the  correfpoiY* 
dcnce  of  the  minifler,  I  alfo  kept  him  com«^ 
paay  in  his  leifure  hours,  and  when  we' 
travelled,  my  place  was  in  the  fame  car** 
riage;  in  (hort,  I  was  daily  higher  in  his- 
favour. 

We  arrived  at  the  court  of  the  prince  of 
♦*•  ;  he  was  a  tall,  well-made,  handfome 
man,  ibnd  of  pleafure  and  the  enjoyments 
of  life>  but  negl'^ent  in  a0airs  of  ftate^  and 
indifferent  to  the  interefting  icenes  that 
«rere  ading  on  the  great  theatre  of  Europe. 
He  did  not  opprefs  his  fubjeds,  for  others^ 
in  his  name,  took  that  care  off  his  hands  ( 

but 
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but  the  efie&  beii^  the  iame,  defolatioo  was 
gcDcnl  throug^iout  the  country.    No  one 
fougjht  toccHTed  the  abufesof  adminiftration^ 
but  to  conceal  them  firmn  the  knowledge  of 
the  prince,  to  ctkSt  which  they  engs^ed  him 
to  divide  his  time  between  the  excefles  of 
the  taUe  and  female  dalliance.     Thus  no* 
thi:^  was  rodified,  and  the  affiiirs  of  go* 
remment  went  from  bad  to  worfe,  as  they 
uiuailr  do.     As  the  fubjedis  became  poor^ 
the  miniiters  accumulated*  frelh  treafure. 
Tet  notwithftanding  the  care  they  took  to 
hide  from  the  prince  the  bad  ftate  of  af- 
£urs,  fome  bold  but  indifcreet  fupplicants 
would  fometimes  infonn  him  of  the  op- 
piefilon  under  which  his  fubje6b  laboured. 
The   fovercign   was  not  wicked ;  he  was 
what  is  commonly  called  a  good  princc> 
|hat  is  to  fay,  incapable  of  doing  ill  to  any 
pne  wilfully,,  loving  peace  and  indolence, 

cakine 
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taking  no  pleafure  in  cruel  a&ions, .  btst 

equally  indipable  of  exerting  that  firnine& 

ib  eflentiaUy  neceilary  in  his  dignified  fitu^ 

ation.     When .  complaint,  forrow,  or  the 

foiicitations  of  indigence  reached  him,  he 

was   cruelly  embarraflcd.     "  My  God !" 

would  he  fay,  "  wliat  does  all  thi^  mean? 

Thofe  people  are  never  quiet !  M.  Chan* 

ceilor,  I  entreat  you,  fati^fy  that  man  ;  lie 

is  ever  plaguing  me ;  1  Jiave  not  myfelf  ja, 

fufficient  knowledge  of  the   bufinefs/'-^ 

May  it  pleafe  your  highnefs,'*  replied  he, 

it  is   impoffible^  that  man  thinks,  we 

Jiave  nothing  but  his  bufinefs  to  take  up 

our  attention,  &c;"     Thefe  anfwers.tiid 

well  enough  for  two  or  three,  times,  but 

when    too  often  repeated,  the  prince  was 

out  of  humour,  and  fometimes  laid  to  nxy 

ambaflador,  "  I  know  not  how  my  finances 

are  managed ;  I  believe  the  premier  .  to  he 

an 
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Sh  boneft  man,  but  pexliaps  in  this  bufi* 
acis  lie  k  not  fufficiendy  ftilfuL'  My  ez^ 
penditores  do  not  ezoeed  thofe  of  mj  ta^ 
ther,  yet  I  am  ever  behind  hand.  In  Pruf- 
£a  diey  are  much  better  eccmomifts*  I 
wifii  I  could  proaite  fome  one  of  your 
financiers  to  aifift  in  regulating  minc*^ — 
The  ambaflador  made  no  anfwer^  but  an 
event  of  (mall  importance,  which  however 
had  confiderabie  confequences,  cauled  the 
prince  to  cad  his  eyes  on  me. 

The  prince  kept  a  nu&refs;  file  had 
been  a- dancer,  but  was  now  his  panicukr 
&?ourite :  he  isfually  pafled  the  afternoon 
with  her.  She  was  yoong,  handfome^  ami* 
able,  mild,  and  of  a  lively  difpofidon  ;•  ne- 
ver interfering  in  flkte  aSairs^  but  uking 
care  to  enrich  herfelf,  in  order  to  enable 
her  to  make  an  honourable  retreat  fliould 

any 
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.aj^  fiortn  arife,  and  render  it  necefiary. 
As  ihe  &Youred  no  party,  the  coutt  dif« 
putes  had  never  troubled  her ;  but  the  pur- 
chafe  of  a  new  carriage  at  length  caufed  a 
flight  quarrel  between  her  and  the  prefidcnt, 
M.  de  Mt^lbfekk.  Both  wiihed-  for  this 
vehicle,  but  the  miniller  was  obliged  to 
decline  it  in  &vour  <^  the  lady.  This  dif- 
appointment  caufed  him  to  drop  fome  ill* 
humoured  e^reffions  before  his  fervaats^ 
which  did  not  £iii  being  tranfmitted  to  tfaa  ' 
favourite,  an  imprudence  that  changed  the 
ill-humour  of  the  lady,  which  otherwile 
w6uld  foon  have  pafled,  into  real  animOf 
fity ;  from  which  dme  they  attacked  aAd 
ipread  (hares  for  each  other ;  in  fhort,  war 
was  openly  declared*  Though  a  woman» 
the  favourite  underilood  little  of  intrigue; 
and  wanting  that  cunning  which  is  tho 
ftrength  of  her  fex,  (he  was  neceflltated  to 

have 
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have  an  auxiliary  capable  of  defending  her 
from  the  arts  of  an  enemy  i  and  that  ufcfol 
perfon  was  myfelf. 

1  happened  at  this  nme  to  have  a  litde 
Bologna  bitch)  who^  notwithftanding  the 
ugUnefs  of  the  fpecies,  was  much  admired 
by  the  connoifleurs ;  it  ahvays  accompanied 
me  in  my  walks,  and  as  I  frequendy  ptfled 
the  windows  of  Belleriaire  (fo  was  the  fiai» 
vourite  called)  (he  ever  appeared  enraptured 
^ith  the  beaoty  of  the  litde  animal,  foU 
lowing  it  with  her  eyes  as  long  as  ever  it 
continued  in  iight. 

One  day  as  I  was  crofling  the  garden  of 
the  palace  with  my  dog,  I  met  Madame 
Belleriaire:  (he  flopped  to  (peak  to  me^ 
called  my  2^mira,  and  beilowed  a  thou(and 
carefTes  on  her.     A  thought  ftruck  me^ 

that 
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that  if  I  prefented  her,  (he  would  be  very 
well  received ;  and  as  politenefs  to  the  la* 
dies  was  ever  my  ruling  inclination,  I  re- 
folved  inftantly  to  adopt  it.     **  Madam,'* 
faid  J,  ^*  if  the'' little  animal  is  fortunate 
enou^  to  pleafe  you,  I  (hbuld  for  ever  re- 
proach, rayfelf  with  having  .negle^ed  the 
opportunity  of  rendering  her  fituation  bap« 
py. — ^Sometimes,  perhaps,. flic  may  recal  to 
your  memory  the  perfon  wlio.badthe  ho« 
nour  of  prefenting  her/'— 2^mira  was  ac* 
(repted  with  the  moft  vifible  marks  of  (atis* 
&£lion  ;  though  I  was  far  from  thinking 
that  my  prefent  would  have  any  more  ef<« 
fed  than  a  iimple  compliment ;  notwith*' 
Handing  it  gave  birth  to  a  circumftance  on 
which  originated  my  future  fortune, 

'   Some  days  after,  the  ambaflador  dofired 
me,  for  reafons  which  he  faid  appertained 

to 
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to  my  own  happine{s»  to  xead  wkh  catt  tbc 
works  reipedUng  finance  and  econombJ 
fcience.  He  pointed  out  the  he&^  and  I 
followed  his  counfel,  withont  enquiring 
into  the  motive.  In  about  a  mondi,  I  had 
read-  fuch  a  number  of  political,  economical 
projeds,  tha/C,  had  they  been  put  in  prac* 
tice,  were  fufficienc  to  confufe,  and  over- 
throw ten  ftates :  the  minifter  then  opened 
hia  views  to  me» 

The  favoncrte,  duurmed  with  tof  prefient^ 
had  fpoken  advantageoufly  of  my  taknu 
and  uoderftanding  to  the  prince  :  he  had 
wiflied  for  fome  one  in  his  fervice  who  un* 
derftood  the  Prufiiain  economy,  thencfore 
fixed  on  me  as  the  perfan,  firft  con^olting 
the  envoy,  who  gave  my  capacity  the  high- 
eft  commendations,  and  was  no  iboner  con- 
vinced  of  the  pxince'3  defigns  ia  my  fiivour,. 

dian 
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tlian  he  defired  me  to  apply  feriouily  to  the 
ibdjr  of  the  economical  fciences,  at  the 
4eune  time  perfdading  the  fbvereign  to  make 
trial  of  my  fkill,  an  occalion  to  do  which 
foon  prefented.  I  replied  as  well  as  I  could 
to  feveral  queftions  that  were  made  me  on 
difierent  manceuvres  in  finance^  and  fome 
days  after  was  gready  furprifed  to  recdve  a 
councillor  of  finance's  warrant  from  hta 
highnefs^ 

He  entered  into  the  projeft  of  re- 
Tex^ing  his  &vourite,  an  event  that  the 
prefident  had  not  forefeen,  nor  eren  Thought 
of,  when  I  was  named;  thusnothing  could 
foe  mote  unexpeftcd  to  him  than  the  order 
to  add  me  to  the  number  in  the  department 
of  financesy-and  to  pay  me  the  ufual  ho- 

« 

nours  attached  to  the  charge.  He  doubtlefs 
felt  the  blow,  but  perfeftly  uAdtfrftood  Hm 

art 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Si^nar  Clozetli  rifes  at  Court — He  is  emiMcdy 
and  appointed  a  DireSor  of  Finance. 

THOUGH  alinoft  overpowered  by  the 
torrent  of  a&trs»  I  frequently  recal* 
led  to  my  memory  the  inflrudions  of  my 
benefaftor ;  yet  the  bufinefs  was  often  io 
extremely  embarrafiing  and  critical,  that  I 
was  neceffitated  to  truil  in  fbme  meafure  to 
chance,  and  ufe  my  own  judgment  hap- 
hazard ;  but  of  what  ufe  is  even  a  good  and 
found  underftanding  in  the  ftormy  fea  of 
the  great  world,  if  the  compais  of  experi^ 
ence  does  not  guide  the  navigator. 

The  finances^  as  I  before  (aid,  were  in 
diforder ;  and  it  appeared  indubitable  but 

that 
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that  fooner  or  later  the  prefident  Melhfeidt 
would  be  called  to  an  account  for  Iiis  ad* 
sniniftration,  which  (hould  he  even  efcape 
being  refponiible  for,  be  could  not  however 
avoid  a  humiliating  difminion.  Nothing 
then  could  be  more  fortunate  for  him  in 
this  criiis  than  to  fee  me  drop  as  it  were 
from  the  clouds,  like  a  divinity  at  the 
opera,  to  draw  him  out  of  the  dilemma. 

I  underftood  little  of  finance  but  what  I 
learnt  firom  the  works  of  M*  Jufti,  and 
ibme  others  of  the  fame  kind.  The  part 
the  prefident  meant  to  ad  was  to  bewilder 
ai&irs  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  (hould  be 
obliged  to  ufe  the  unlimited  power  repofed 
in  me  to  introduce  new  plans  of  operation* 
If  in  conformance  to  the  ordinary  efie£k  of 
proje&s  drawn  up  in  books,  and  propofed 
without  knowledge  of  the  local,  I  commit* 

VOL.  ij*  M  ted 
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fortune  than  my  little  knowledge  could 
have  permitted  me  to  hope  fon  Several 
emerprizes  fucceeded  contrary  to  the  ex* 
pcftation  of  my  perfidious  ally.  Among 
others  I  introduced  a  new  machine  in  the 
fait  works.  Though  I  had  only  fcen  the 
plan,  I  ventured  to  have  it  confttu&ed : 
the  efleft  furpafled  my  hopes,  the  prince 
faving  prodigious  fum's  by  this  invention. 

Soon  after  this  M.  de  Mclhfeldt  thought 
fit  to  retire,  and  to  draw  the  envy  of  all  the 
courtiers  on  his  adveriary.  With  this  view 
he  made  ufe  of  the  chattering  of  pages, 

« 

valets  dc  chambre,  and  people  of  the  fame 
kind,  to  whifper  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it 
might  reach  his  highnefs,  and  fumifh  him 
with  the  idea  of  raifing  the  counsellor  Clo- 
zetti  to  the  dignity  of  direftor  of  finances ; 
alfo  to  propofe  the  retreat  of  the  prefident 

Melhfcldt 
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Mclbfeldt,  allowing  him  his  accuftomed 
annuity.  I  had  not  been  two  years  in  the 
depanment,  therefore  the  old  counfellors 
(hook  their  heads,  and  thought  it  very  uil- 
ju(t  that  I  (hould  be  promoted  before  them. 

Something  was  yet  wanting  to  compleat 
the  plan  of  my  enemy ;  he  wilhed  to  exaf- 
perate  both  rich  and  poor  againfl  me,  and 
accordingly  contrived  to  infpire  his  high* 
nefs  with  the  idea  of  procuring  letters  of 
nobility  for  me  from  the  emperor.  The 
prince  was  fo  greatly  pleafed  with  my  en- 
deavours, that  he  was  cafily  perfuadcd  to 
take  this  (lep,  and  I  was  weak  enough  to 
have  fufficient  vanity  to  confent  to  it. 

For  this  effeft  the  neceffary  requeft  was 
made,  myfclf  pretending  to  be  ignorant  of 
what  was  paffing  in  my  favour.     At  length 

I  received 
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I  received  a  large  books  bound  in  velvety 
to  which  was  atuched  the  great  imperial 
feal^  indofed  in  a  metal  box.  This  patent 
granted  the  nobiliiy  of  the  holy  Reman  empire 
to  the  direaor  of  finances^  Clozetti^  as  mtub 
for  bis  perfonal  merit  as  for  thefigndl  fervices 
rendered  to  the  holy  empire^  in  war^  by  bis 
ancefars.  The  name  of  Clozetti  was  changed 
to  Claus  de  Clau(bach,  and  the  arms  ^vea 
to  the  ennobled  Feter  was  a  (hield  quar- 
tered with  gules  on  a  field  argent ;  for  a 
creft  a  bear  fable  holding  a  glaive. 

My  anceftors!  their  valour  did  not  « 
little  furprize  me.  My  father  was,  as  I 
have  before  declared  an  honed  (hoemaker. 
Notwithftanding  I  recollefted  a  xrenain  pa- 
ternal uncle  who  had  been  at  the  batde  of 
Rolback,  in  quality  of  corporal  in  the  em* 

peror*s 
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peror's  army^  but  in  the  height  of  the  ac- 
tion, the  brave  man  had  difappeared. 

As  a  faithful  hiflorian,  I  cannot  diiguife 
my  weaknefs,  and  mu(t  truly  confefs  that 
my  aggrandizement  gave  me  the  utmoft 
pleadire.  I  caufed  my  feal  to  be  engraved 
five  or  fix  times  in  different  forms,  nor 
could  I  refrain  a  fmlle  of  pleafure  on  the 
fight  of  the  firft  letter  addrefled  to  the  di- 
rector of  finances,  Claus  de  Claufbach. 

The  particle  de  has  in  it  fomething  en- 
chanting, and  I  took  care  never  to  omit  it 
in  tny  fignature.  After  this  avowal,  the 
livelinefs  of  my  gratitude,  and  thanks  to 
his  highnefs,  may  eafily  be  imagined.  I 
caufed  feveral  exaft  copies  to  be  taken  of 
my  patent,  and  fent  to  the  dilTerent  de« 
partments.  The  principal  magiftrates,  even 

feme 
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fome  of  dignified  iituations,  came  to  con- 
gratulate me ;  compliments  which  I  re- 
ceived  with  all. the  dignity  I  judged  necef- 
fary  in  fuch  circumftances. 
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Peter  thinks  ^  ejiablijhtng  h'mjelf  under  tbt 

Standard  of  Hymen. 

"  T  T  Is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone," 
^  laid  I.    This  idea  recalled  to  my  re- 
jnembrance  the  partner  which  fate  had  be- 
llowed on  mc.    The  advantage  of  my  pre- 
fent  (ituation  gave  me  leave  to  think  of 
enjoying  Hymeneal  pleafures:  I  therefore 
-wrote  to  Captain  Dobelmaycr  to  enquire 
after  the  family  of  Meinhardt,  with  whom 
I  entreated  him  to  redouble  his  cares  in  my 
favor. 
VOL.  III.  B  Shall 


2  THE  GEEMAK 

Shall  I  own  that  the  fplcndor  with  which 
I  was  furrounded  gave  mc  the  moft  flatter- 
ing hopes  of  fuccefs ;  nor  could  I  doubt 
but  the  friends  oif  friy  wife  would  haften  to 
acknowledge  the  union  of  their  daughter 
with  fuch  a  dillinguifhed  chara&er ;  nay, 
I  thought  they  would  be  flattered  by  it,  fo 
greatly  was  my  fituation  altered^  There 
were  even  moments  when  I  wavered  in  un- 
certainty,  whether  it  would  not  be  mod 
prudent  for  me  to  ally  myfelf  to  an  ancient 
and  noble  houfe,  and  abandon  the  trader's 
daughter,  whom  the  caprice  of  fate  had 
made  my  wife.  1  know  not  if  it  was  a  fen- 
timent  of  duty,  or  fear  of  involving  myfelf 
in  law-fuits,  on  the  legitimacy  of  my  mar- 
riage contraded  at  Hamburg }  or,  in  (hort, 
the  fuperabiindance  of  ignoble  blood  which 
filled  my  veins  was  too  great  a  contraift  to 
that  of  heroes  who  could  boafl  feventeen 

quarterings. 
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quarteriflgs.  Be  ic  as  it  may,  a  (ecret  caufe 
infpired  me  with  an  averfion  tQ  tadies  of 
bigh  birth. 

In  the  morning,  when  I  went  to  the  of- 
fice of  finance,  thofe  pale,  beauties  appeared 
at  their  windows,  thicir  eyes  funk,  and 
their  chanlhs  out  of  repair.  This  was  the 
moment  in  which  they  quitted  their  beds  of 
down,  their  chamber-maids  carefully  in- 
forming them  of  the  intcrefting  fcandal  of 
the  neighbourhood,  toamufethe  firft  hours 
of  the  morning.  At  noon  the  fkilful  architeft 
raifed  the  edifice  of  a  tranfparent  toupee, 
in  wliich  was  intermingled  the  fpoils  of  a 
hundred  heads.  Miraculous  boxes  fur- 
nifhed  them  with  bluflies,  and  a  flrong  but 
fine  wire  thread  tied  in  a  beautiful  row  of 
irory  teeth^  in  the  place  of  thofe  deftxoyed 
by  high-feafoned  viands  and  heating  li- 
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emertaining  my  friends,  giving  a  cerraia 
degree  of  dignity  to  my  fitiiarion,  and  by 
the  elegance  and  gentlencfs  of  her  manners^ 
fo  totally  to  delight  flrangcrs^  that  in  all 
countries  the  houfe  of  the  direftor  of 
finance.  Clans  dc  Claufbach,  would  be 
ipoken  of  with  rapture.  Thele  ideas  ba- 
niflied  all  thoughts  of  a  country  lady,  whole 
ignorance  would  have  made  me  Uufli,  and 
might  have  difgraced  me  by  interfering  too 
much  in  the  affairs  of  the  houfehold.  No* 
thing  can  be  more  liumiiiating  to  a  man  of 
rank  than  aukwardnefs  and  want  of  breed- 
ing in  his  wife ;  if  (he  cannot  anfwer  when 
addrefTed  in  French,  or  propofes  fome  vul* 
gar  game  when  it  is  necefTary  to  amufe  the 
company^  or  mifunderftands  and  talks  of 
the  cuiloms  of  twelfth  day,  when  the  dif- 
courlc  turos  on  the  prqfiffs  of  the  three  kings  *. 

*  A  libel  that  made  more  noife  than  it  deferved. 
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Such  behaviour  throws  a  man  into  the 
mod  aukvvard  fituations  \  I  therefore  gave 
up  all  thoughts  of  a  country  lady. 

My  firft  idea  of  w^ng  the  chains  of 
Hymen  appeared  to  n>e  the  moil  conform- 
able to  reafon  and  probity  .j  it  is  true  I  did 
not  know  my  fpouie,  having  only  feen  her 
for  a  few  minutes^ ,  an4  then  in  the  pangs 
of  child-birth.  Without  thinking  that  this 
extraordinary  marriage  was  decreed  by 
Heaven,  the  advice  of  the  captain  on  the 
iijtgeft  of  fortune,  the  charader  of  the 
Meinhardt  family,  the  mild  temper  of  the 
lady,  all  which  he  informed  me  of,  gave 
me  room  to  fuppofe  flie  had  been  carefully 
educated.  Thefe  had  their  proper  weighty 
and  I  could  not  but  fuppofe  that  (he  had 
fufEcient  merit  and  qualifications  to  do  ho- 
nour to  the  diftinguifhed  rank,  and  clxarac- 

B  4  ter 
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tcr  of  wife  to  the  diredor  of  finance,  Clatw 
cle  Claufbach. 

M.  de  Dobelmayer  was  at  Riga;  I  wrote 
to  him  nearly  as  follows :  '*  Fortune  has 
placed  me  in  a  (ituation  where  I  can  make 
a  companion  happy.  1  (hall  segulate  my 
choice  lefs  on  the  advantages  of  birth  thaa 
on  the  qualities  of  the  heart.  The  firft  fa- 
milies fcek  my  alliance  :  I  however  prefer 
following  the  decrees  of  fate,  which  unite 
me  to  Mademoifelle  Meinhardt.  Be  fo 
obliging  as  to  declare  my  prefenc  fituation 
to  her  parents,  and  to  entreat  them  to  fuffer 
forae  one  of  their  family  to  accompany  their 
daughter  hither.  I  (hall  give  put  that  (he 
h  the  widow  of  the  merchant  Haftendonk, 
and  we  will  a  fecond  time  confccrate  our 
marriage  at  the  foot  of  the  altar.'* 

Firmly 
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Firmly  perfuaded  that  the  parents  of  my 
fpoofe  would  accept  this  propofal  witli 
tapture,  I  began  to  put  my  houfe  in  order^ 
though  witiiout  communicating  my  inten- 
tions to  any  one.  My  apartments  were 
furnifhed  in  the  neweft  tafle.  I  procured  a 
fille  de  chambre  of  the  higheft  ton^  and  like-^ 
wife  engaged  a  compleat  hair-dreiler :  my 
footman  and  coachman  were  ordered  to 
wear  their  hair  in  hags.  I  befpoke  new  li** 
veries  conformable  to  my  arms,  decorating 
them  with  ribbands,  on  which  my.creft 
^as  bla2U}ned  fifty  times  over, 

Thefe  preparations  made  .fome  noi(c 
among  the  public.  My  financiering  exer- 
tions aifo  continued  fuccefsfiiJL 

ft 

The  prince  had  thjp  common  fault  with 
which  great  lords  are  accufed,  that  of  ex« 

B  5  pending 
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pending  more  riian  his  revenue.    The  de* 

partmenc  of  finance  was  always  obliged  tp 

fiirniih   money;  no  one  dared  propofe   a 

reform ;  die  .prefident,  M.  de  Malhfeldty 

had  not  eicaped  frauds  and  extortion ;  even 

ffae  princess  favourite,  while  in  friendship 

with  him,  had  enriched  herfelf  at  the  pub* 

licexpence;  in  fhort,  the  country  had  been 

drained.    My  fird  care  was  to  put  a  rein 

on  the  impofitioBs  of  the  councillors  and 

farmers  of .  the  revemfe^  a  ftep  that  econo* 

mifed  prodigious  fums,  but  drew  on  me 

powerful  enemies,  who  did  not  daie  openly 

declare  againfl  me,  but  waited  a  moment 

j 
favoun^e  to  theii^.pucpbfe  to  do  me  injury. 

t 

To  pay  the  arrears,  and  brii^  money  into 
tlie  treafury,  I  leafed  out  the  domains, 
ifvhich  had  been  very  ill  managed  till  that 
ikne.    The  .bailiffs  were  obliged  to  furniOi 

fccurity 


6IL  BLAS.  tt 

£ecuiity  in  ready  money^ .  and  the  fums  de» 
pailted  for  the  (ervice  of  the  fiate  i  though 
this  was  not  a  means  of  repaying  the  debts^ 
as  the  ca(h  fooner  or  later  mud  be  returned 
to  thofe  who  advanced  ir,  yet  the  prince 
aot  looking  .forward,  was  .dazzled  and 
charmed  with  fo  .much  money.  This  ms^J 
nceuvre  raifed  me  in.  his  good  graces,  and 
my  adverfaiies  could  not  conceive  why  M» 
de  Melhfeldt  had  not  been  ikilful  enough 
to  difcover  fuch  an  eafy  refource. 

The  favourite  was  no 'fooner  informed  of 
the  Slower  of  gold  which  was  failing  into 
the  prince Vxofiers«  than  .(he. determined  to 
appropriate  a  part  to  herfelf :  ibe  even 
formed  an  idea  that  I  muft  favour  her  de« 
figns,  fince  I  owed  the  amazing  rife  of  my 
fortune  to  herfelf,  or  rather  to  the  little  Bo- 
logna bitch  which  I  had  prefented  her.  She 

B  6  was 
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was  hovcTcr  miftaken ;  lon^  of  my  dotf^ 
and  zeal  to  iexre  the  prince,  would  not  {uf«« 
firrme  to  gn?e  into  iiDpofit:<»s ;  I  therefore 
idpectfulhr  rdufed  the  requeft,  and  Ma* 
daoie  Balleriaiic  received  ber  penfion,  and 
isodiihg  more.  This  refiftance  gave  rife  to 
a  cooloeiSy  which  the  courtiers,  attentive  to 
every  ftep,  fooa  difirovered,  and  woold  in-« 
cvitably  have  haftened  my  ruin,  if  an  un« 
focc6cn  event  had  ix>C  pioteded  me  againft 
thecabaL 

When  a  bachelor  at  court  rifes  r^idly  to 
a  great  fortune,  die  mothers  and  daughters 
all  intereft  themfelves  in  his  £ivour,  until 
he  has  the  folly  to  dechie  pofitively,  or  to 
(he*v  by  concluHve  £u5b,  that  he  is  refoived 
to  (tlecl  a  companion,  and  thai  it  is  nofl 
one  of  them  on  whom  the  choice  falls  9 
from  vihich  tioM,  fonow  be  10  her  wbon 

he 
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he  choofes  for  his  fpoufe.  I  cruelly  expe- 
rienced this  ^  for  I  had  hardly  obtained  my 
patent  of  nobility  than  the  entrance  of  di- 
flinguilhed  houfes  was  not  only  open  to 
me,  but  I  was  received  with  the  moft  par- 
ticular kindnefs^  efpecialiy  by  thofe  who 
had  marriageable  daughters.  They  ridi** 
culed  ceKbacy,  endeavoured  to  charm  me 
by  every  feminine  art,  reproaching  me  with 
having  a  tender  inclination  for  Emilia,  Cgn-* 
fiance,  or  Adelaide,  which  when  I  denied, 
they  added,  "  Well,  what  harm  would  it 
be  ?  You  are  amiable— Who  could  refiife 
you  their  daughter  ?**  Thefe  difcourfes,  and 
others  of  the  fame  nature,  threw  me  into 
the  greateft  embarrafTment,  I  knew  not 
what  to  reply— The  coquets  favoured  me 
with  languiflling  glahces,  honouring  me 
ivith  that.fentimental  tendernefs  which  poets 
4ddcribc  as  concrAded  in  contemplating  the 

pale 
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pak  light  of  the  moon  ;  but  it  vras  in  vain, 
I  was  proof  againft  their  arts.  My  birth- 
day was  enquired  after ;  and  my  name  be- 
ing  Peter,  the  chsuns  of  St.  Peter  fumilbed 
a  fubjeffc  to  overwhekn  me  with  litde  poeti* 
cal  pieces,  in  which  allufion  was  made  from 
the  chains  of  the  apoftle  to*  the  gentk  ones 
of  love  i  I  was  alio  loaded  with  piefents  cf 
cane-ilrings,  purfes,  and  other  trinkets. 

The  diredor  of  finance,  Claus  de  Clauf- 
bach,  was  infenfible  to  all  thcfe  compli- 

ment^y  notwithftanding  the  attacks  redou- 

* 

bled,  when  it  was  known  that  I  was  fettling 
XD^  .houfehold>  without  hfkviqg  dodaitd 
myfelf. 

Things  were  in  this  ftaie,  when  I  was 
attacked  on  anotj^r  fide.  The  pr^dent^ 
M.  de  Melhfeldt^  hfiA  ncvor  been  marriedi 

the 
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xbe  care  of  his  houfehold  was  therefore 
left  to  one  of  his  nieces  of  the  fame  ifame^ 
and  about  twenty-two  years  of  age^  rather 
given  to  coquetry^  btit  amiable,  lively, 
well-made,  and  eyes  of  fuch  extreme  bril-* 
liancy^  that  they  could  hardly  be  looked  on 
with  indifference;  and  which  had  captivated 
many  court  beaus. 

M.  de  Melhfeldt  feeing,  primoy  that  my 
mans^ment  of  the  finances  advanced  me 
daily  in  the  good -will  of  the  prince ;  fe-^ 
eundo^  that  I  did  not  appear  to  felefb  any 
lady  among  the  nobility  of  the  city ;  teriio^ 
that  notwithflanding  that  coolnefs,  I  ex« 
prefled  noaverfionto  marriage;  3nd,quarlo^ 
that  I  was  no  longer  on  good  terms  with 
the  favourite,  to  whom  he  had  vowed  eter« 
tal  hatred.  All  thefe  confideced,  he  chang* 
ed  his  plan,  and  refolved  to  conclude  with 

me 
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mc  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offenfive  and  defen« 
live.  His  niece  was  intended  as  the  hoC* 
tage ;  and  the  preliminaries  thus  fettled  by 
him(elf,  I  was  invited  frequently  to  his 
houfe :  he  treated  me  with  the  utmoft  kind- 
nefs,  declared  the  happinefs  of  the  prince 
and  fubjeds  who  had  been  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  wiih  a  man  fo  fliilful  and  adive 
as  royfelf,  in  the  important  employment, 
which  his  advanced  age  had  forced  him  to 
relinqui(h.  '*  In  any  bufinefs  where  you 
may  w\(h  information,  my  friend,*'  iaid  he, 
**  command  me  j  I  will  give  you  every  ic- 
Itruftion  my  weakened  memory  caa  fur* 
ni(h ;  thofe  cares,  you  well  know,  long  de« 
pended  on  mylHf.  Oblige  me  by  looking 
on  this  houfe  as  your  own ;  you  hnvc  no  rer 
larions ;  be  one  of  our  funily.  I  know  how 
difagreeable  it  is  to  be  entirely  among  (Iran- 
gers,  to  belong  to  no  one^  and  )>e  deprived 

of 
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of  thofc  cuftoms  which  form  the  charm  of 
ibciety.  At  leaft  it  is  pleafant  to  have  a 
friend'^  houfe  to  ufe  occafionally.  The 
more  frequently  you  come,  the  more  you 
will  oblige  us  j  my  niece  is  of  the  fame 
opinion ;  (he  receives  you  with  greater  plea- 
fiire  than  you  are  aware  of — is  it  not  true, 
Caroline  ?-*-But  why  blufh,  my  dear  ?— 
She  is  the  only  friend  I  have  left;  (he 
foothes  the  forrows  of  my  age.  1  have  for- 
merly often  repented  not  marrying  -,  for  it 
is  confoling  in  the  decline  of  life  to  have  a 
friend  to  take  on  them  thofe  little  attentions 
to  which'  in  an  advanced  period  we  owe  our 
exiftence.  Since  Caroline  has  been  with 
me,  I  ceafe  to  regret  it;  her  friendfliip  fup- 
plies  the  tendernels  of  a  wife  ;  (lie  is  kind 
and  good,  is  dear  to  me  as  a  child,  and 
fliall  one  day  inherit  all  I  poflefs.  I  could 
Upt  live  were  we  entirely  feparated ;  never 

can 
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can  I  confent  to  any  ofier  of  marriage  (he 
nmy  have,  however  advantageous,  (houkl 
it'jieceflitate  her  to  leave  the  city.** 

I  was  fufficlently  dear-fighted  to  fee  tbft 
end  of  thefe  difcourfes,  and  aUo  of  niy  flat- 
tering  reception ;  indeed,  I  could  aot  doubt 
ity  for  the  prefident's  party  praifed  me  in 
all  companies;  fome  of  my  friends  even 
^ed  when  they  might  compliment  me  oa 
the  advantageous  alliance  I  was  about  conr 
Vaaing, 

As  a  coolnds  fubfiflred  between  the 
prince's  favonrite  and  myfelf^  prudence  ap- 
peared to  counfel  me  not  to  offend  M.  de 
Melhfddt.  '  He  did  not  defpair  of  gaining 
his  purpofe,  a  circumftance  that  rendered 
my  party  fufficientiy  power&il  to  oj^fe  the 
&dion  of  Madame  Balkriaire. 

TJotwith- 
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Kotwithftanding,  I  daily  expcded  a  let* 
ter  from  Riga,  which  muft  finally  deter- 
mine my  condud ;  if  favourable,  it  could 
not  fail  animating  the  prefident  and  his 
party  againft  me.    I  had  made  fufficient 
progrefs  in  politics  to  endeavour,  unde&r 
band,  to  reconcile  aiyfelf  to  the  favourite. 
An  occafion  foon  prefented,  and  which  was 
not  incompatible  with  my  principles  of  pro- 
bity.    Madame  Balleriaire  wifhed  to  ob^ 
tain  an  eftate  in  the  country,  and  out  of 
the  prince's  dominions.    I  propofed  one 
Fhich  I  thought  very  cheap,  and  engaged 
the  ibvereign  to  make  her  a  confiderable 
prefent  toward  the  purchafe.   This  circum- 
ftance  made  peace  betw^een  us.     Madame 
Balleriaire  was  not  of  a  bad  difpofition,  and 
I  thought  it  mod  prudent  to  endeavour  t(x 
preferve  her  in   favour,   rather  than  ri£k 
meeting  with  one  to  fuccced   her,   who 

(hould 
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fhould  be  lefs  gentle  and  pacifically  inclin- 
ed.    Time  juftified  this  opioion. 

At  length  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
captain ;  it  did  not  entirely  anfwer  my  ex- 
pcftation,  for  my  vanity  was  by  no  means 
flattered.  Thefe  are  the  contents — *^  M. 
Meinhardt  was  greatly  furprized  to  leam  it 
was. not  to  M.  Haftendonk  that  his  daugh- 
ter gave  her  hand  at  Hamburg.  He  is  the 
declared  enemy  of  all  falfehood  and  difli- 
ftiulation.  Notwithftanding,  as  the  pad 
fannot  be  recalled,  he  prefers  keeping  his 
daughter  and  her  illegitimate  fbn  to  giving 
her  to  a  ftranger.  He  docs  not  agree  to 
your  right  on  her  heart,  and  honours  with 
hp  particular  efteem  your  new-made  gentle- 
men, who,  without  any  reafon  whatever, 
fue  for,  and  obt -in  the  honour  of  adding 
an  infignificant  particle  to  their  names.  He 

particularly 
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]>articularly  takes  no  account  of  the  direc- 
tors of  finances  to  the  little  German  princes  s 
their  places^  according  to  his  idea,  are  too 
much  expofed  to  court  cabals;  neceflitated 
to  keep  their  underftanding  in  fubjedtion^ 
if  they  pofleis  any,  and  flaves  to  the  caprice 
of  their  mafter,  they  are  ever  in  dagger  of 
lofing  them.  The  defpotifm  of  thefe  little 
fultans  is  more  difagreeable  than  that  of  the 
caftern  monarchs.  With  thefe  principles, 
M.  Meinhardt  cannot  look  on  it  as  defire* 
able  to  unite  his  daughter  with  an  enno«* 
bled  financier.  Notwithftanding,  -if  M. 
Claufbach  is  a  man  refpe<5lable  from  his 
virtue,  he  does  not  declare  himfelf  inflex- 
ible, but  determines  to  form  his  opinion 
from  his  conduct  and  temper*  For  this 
purpofc  you  niuft  repair  as  Ipeedily  as  pof- 
fible  to  Riga,  as  the  father  of  your  fpoufe 
n])!  not  fuffer  lier  to  efpoufe  any  man  who 

would 
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would  not  think  himfelf  favoured  by  her 
Alliance/' 

This  anfwer,  I  muft  confefs,  lowered 
my  pride^  but  at  the  fame  time  infpired 
me  with  efteem  and  re(peft  for  the  bonefl 
trader* 

'  The  af&ir  thus  far  advanced,  I  could 
not  with  propriety  retreat;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  cautious  in  concealing  my  pro- 
jeft,  I  informed  no  one  but  the  prince  of 
my  intention,  telling  him  I  had  a  rich  ^i- 
dow  propoied  to  me ;  news  that  gave  him 
pleafure,  on  account  of  the  hope  it  gave 
him  of  my  wife*s  fortune  enriching  the 
country.  I  entreated  permiffion  of  abfence 
for  fome  months  to  Riga :  he  readily  com- 
plied  with  my  requeft,  and  I  departed ;  but 
afterwards  learned  (fool  that  I  was^  had  I 

known 
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known  princes  I  might  have  forefeen  it) 
that  before  I  had  reached  the  firft  poft, 
itiy  fecret  had  efcaped  the  lips  of  his  high- 
nefs^  aod  was  known  not  only  to  his  cour« 
tiers,  43ucaU  over  the  city. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.  II. 

M.  Clous  de  Claujbach  departs  to  Jtteb  bis 
Spoufe  from  Riga — An  unforejten  Meeting 
en  the  Road. 

BEFORE  my  departure,  I  wrote  to  my 
generous    bene&dtor,    the    Frufliaa 
envoy.    I  informed  him  of  the  happioefs  of 
my  prefent  fituation;  doubtlefs  it  would 
have  been  more   to  the  purpofe  to  have 
iglven  him  a  defcription  of  what  was  paf- 
fing,  and  to  have  profited  by  his  counfel ; 
for  he  had  defired  me  to  aik,  if  I  found  it 
neceflary.     But  the  fuccefs  of  my  enter- 
prize  had  inspired  me  with  fuch  afliir- 
ance,  that  if  I  did  not  entirely  forget  the 
author  of  my  fortune,  at  lead  I  had  a  great 
incliaation  to  believe  that  my  own  merit, 

as 
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as  much  as  his  £ivour  had  contributed  to 
zaife  me  ta  the  height  where  I  was  now 
placed^  I  did  not  receive  the  anfwer.of 
this  reipeftable  man  till  my  return ;  whe- 
ther my  letter  difpleafed  him,  or  that  there 
was  fome  caufe  of  ofience  to  myielf  un- 
known,  his  flyle  was  cold.  He  fimply 
widied  me  a  continuance  of  happinefs,  and 
again  entreated  me  to  beware  of  the  prefi- 
lident  de  Melhfeldt, 

I  travelled  with  all  ^he  fpeed  common  to 
the  great,  rapidly  galloping  through  towns, 
villages,  and  provinces,  without  cafting  my 
eyes  either  to  the  right  or  left,  in  order  to 
reach  Lubeck  as  (peedily  as  poffible,  where 
I  intended  to  embark^  Before  I  qviitted 
this  city,  gratitude,  or  rather  vanity  to  (hew 
myfeif  in  all  my  flate,  engaged  me  to  pay 
my  compliments  to  the  merchant  whofe  r4- 

VOL.  III.  C  com*- 
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commendation  had  firfl  advanced  me  to  the 

^  • 

place  of  fecretary ;  but  my  patron  was  no 
more;  misfortunes  in  trade  had  brou^t 
him  to  the  tomb,  and  left  his  affairs  m  the 
greateft  confufion.     His  widow  lived  in  a 
very  confined  manner  on  the  wreck  of  his 
fortune.     She  received  me  gracioufly,  nor 
could  I  quit  her  without  emotion ;  her  fare 
furnifhed  me  with  fome  bitter  refleftions 
on  the  inftability  of  fortune.    I  alfo  vifitcd 
,the  hall  where  I  gave  my  concerts  under 
the  name  of  Signor  Clozetti. 

At  night  I  returned  to  my  hotel,  and  or- 
dered a  light  fupper ;  and  while  they  were 
converting  the  remains  of  the  dinner  into 
ragout«>  I  amufed  myfelf  with  reading. 

In  a  liule  room  adjoining  my  apartment, 
I  heard  fome  one  walking  with  hafty  fteps, 

and 
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and  fighing  decfply :  it  excited  my  curio- 
iity ;  I  thouglic  I  heard  the  perfon  fpeak, 
and  advancing  towards  the  partition  which 
ieparated  us,  I  liflened.    The  door  of  the 
flranger's  apartment  opened  ;  the  hofl  en- 
tered, and  addrefled  him  in  thefe  terms — 
*•  Sir,  the  poft  is  again  arrived,  without 
bringing  you  a  bill   of  exchange;  I  am 
.weary  with  waiting,  and  willnot  fufFermy- 
ielf  to  be  any  longer  amufed  with  promifes ; 
I  therefore  inform  you  in  few  words,  pay 
me  before  to-morrow,  or  I  will  irreft  yout 
perfon."    The  ftranger  had  recourfe  to  en- 
treaties, but  the  hoft  was  inflexible.    The 
unfortunate  man  abandoned  himfclf  to  a 
paroxyfm  of  defpair ;  and  the  hoft,  forget- 
ting all  xcfpc6^  fei^ed  him  with  grfeat  rude- 
nefs.     The  fcufHe  and  noife  was  fb  violent, 
that  I  haftily  left  my  apsutment,  and  with- 
out .  compliment-  entered  •  the    flraager*^ 

C  a  room. 
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iilDOQu  ^<  What  i^  tbe  Biamrl^  fi^  I  to 
tke  lioft;  bitt  be(bf0  hp  cdndM^  Mirer,  orl 
renew  the  ^eflioa,  I  was  ftrack  widi  difc 
features  of  tbc  infuked  petfoa.  ''  Gictt 
God !"  exclaimed  I,  ^'  ts  it  you*  Reyer- 
hctg  ?'• — **  And  is  it  you,  my  dear  Clan?" 
repbed  he.  Surprize  deprived  us  >of  the 
power  of  i^peccb;  aod  withj9Ut  cefc^ving  die 
queftioiis,  bodi  cootiaued  filesti  The  hoft 
putted  off  his  hat  cd^oSt^y,  and  left  us, 
doubdei^  toida»  Ae  ftmge  arftrcnniTe 
to  his  wtfe. 

Whoever  has  iaUed  on  the  ocean  of  the 
great  a&iis  of  this  worlds  and  has  been 
tofled  about  by  tkvr  contwy  winds  of 
hiuon,  vaniiy,  and  a  drififis  of 
iul^icious  of  evMy  veflid  he  meets,  feufui 
of  iis  gaining  the  wind,  oc  that  it  Ihoold 
bca^ooyfcir--*Futirii|g  thefepMtJpimi^csg 

I  find 


I  find  it  would  be  terriWy  difficuh:  for  m6 
to  continue  the  metaphor^  or,  to  {peak- 
more  properly,  the  allulion ;  I  fhall  there^ 
fore  take  a  more  fioiple  mediod^ 

In  the  iituation  ivhere  fate  had  placed 
me,  I  doubtlefs  ftood  in  need  of  a  friend, 
bnt  knew  not  where  to  procure  one — ^to 
feek  among  couniers  would  be^to  trufl  my 
port-folio  to  a  gang  of  thieves — Among  my 
adulators  ? — ^Who  would  borrow  money  of 
his  debtors? — Among  thofe  that  envied 
me  ?— Would  you  declare  your  pliyfician' 
your  heir  ? — In  a  word,  it  was  morally  im- 
pofliblc  that  M.  Claus  de  Clautbach  could 
honor  any  one  of  thofe  with  his  entire  con- 
fidence, or  open  to  them  the  fecrets  of  his 
heart.  A  man  whofe  aftions  muft  be  de- 
termined by  the  miferable  and  by  the  com- 
plicate wheel  of  politics,  rarely  finds  a  fin- 

C  3  cere 
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cere  friend.  I  muft  however  do  myfelf 
juftice ;  my  heart  was  not  yet  inienfible  to 
the  actra£tions  of  fntndQnp,  though  per- 
haps  in  time  I  (hould  have  attained  a  de- 
gree of  obduracy.  I  confefs  it  to  my  Qiame, 
in  the  intoxication  of  my  good  fortunei  I 
had  feldom  thought  of  my  friend,  nor  had 
I  taken  the  pains  I  ought  to  inform  myfelf 
of  his  fate. 

Let  any  one  imagine  what  joy  I  expe* 
lienced  in  meeting  the  companion  of  my 
youth,  my  partner  in  many  adventures ;  in 
a  word,  the  brave  and  generous  Louis, 
whom  I  had  fincerely  loved. 

I  paid  his  bill  at  the  inn,  and  we  baf- 
tcned  to  inform  each  other  of  the  events 
which  had  pafied  fince  our  feparation.  I 
refolved  we  (hould  no  more   feparate ;  he 

accom- 
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accompanied  me  to  Riga,  where  I  formed 
the  projeft  of  placing  him  on  my  retCirn  in 
ibme  of  the  offices  belonging  to  the  prince. 

The  detail  of  Reyerberg's  adventures  was 
as  follows — ^His  eldeft  brother  David  was, 
as  before  mentioned,  councillor  and  cHam« 
bcrlain  to  the  duke  of  ***.  His  hypocrifjr 
and  flattery  raifed  him  to  the  rank,  of  mi* 
nifter.  He  neglefted  ho  means  to  difcover 
the  fituation  of  his  brother,  particularly 
iince  the  death  of  an  old  aunt,  who  had  left 
hitp  her  heir,  and  whofe  wealth  Da\id 
wilhcd  to  appropriate  to  himfclf ;  his  fearch 
was  at  length  fuccefsful ;  for  repairing  to 
Hamburg,  he  allured  his  brother  by  falfe 
promifes  to  his  dwelling,  where  he  fold 
him  to  an  Eail-India  captain.  Louis  was- 
fccretly  embarked,  and  forced  to  fcrve  as- 
ferjeant.    Soon  after  he  learned,  that  David 

C  4  had 
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bad  died  in  tbe  moftcnid  agonies,  in  con« 
feqiimcc  of  n  fidl,  ^diich  had  £ndi2ied  his 
kg.    It  was  DO  longer  difficult  to  pcocuic 
his  diichargCy  he  employing  his  fmall  re- 
mnains  of  money  to  reach  Lubeck.    One 
mg^  when  he  was  hit  afleep  on  board  the 
xcSd,  they  met  with  a  fluBop,  whofe  crew 
boarded  chdr  fliip;  among  odien  was  a 
Jcw»   who  probably  had  fecfttly  entered 
Reyevberg's  cabin,  tat  when  he  awoke,  his 
licde  txcafore  was  miffing.  He  con^laioed 
that'he  was  robbed ;  no  one  would  con&fs 
the  ctime;  die  captain  was  a  hard  unfeel- 
ing wictch,  and  lefufed  him  any  affifiance ; 
thus  my  poor  firiend  arrived  at  Lubeck  in 
extreme  diftre(s.    By  chance  he  learned  my 
pitfent  fitoadon,  and  immediately  wrote 
an  account  of  his  misfortunes,  expe&ing 
from  my  fnendfliip  the  neceffiiry  relief. 
His  letter  did  not  reach  me,  for  I  had 

quitted 
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quitted  the  court  fome  days  before  its  ax* 
rival  there ;  I  rejoiced  finceteiy  it  tiit  happy 
fortune  that  re-united  us. 

We  left  Lubeck  perfedtly  fatisfied  ^  en* 
tertaining  converfation  beguiled  the  length 
of  the  way^  until  we  arrived  h^pily  at 
Riga. 

Reyerberg  was  of  fo  chearful  a  difpoli* 
tioti,  that  h^  could  not  avoid  burftihg  inoo 
fits  of  laugliter  when  my  fervants  unpacked 
the  trunks.  They  fpread  out  (evecdl  hand  * 
fome  fuits ;  and  though  I  pkce  but  little 
weight  on  drefs  and  elegance,  I  deliberated 

« 

for  fome  time  which  I  (hquld  prefer.  A 
firil  vifit  is  important,  and  we  endeavour 
CO  (hew  ourfelves  to  the  bfcft  advantage 
when  we  wi(h  to  gain  a  heart.  Barber, 
hair-drefler,  perfumer,  were  all  employed 

C5  to 
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to  decorate  nae ;  nay,  this  great  work  ib 
totally  employed  my  thoughts,  that  I  had 
almoft  forgot  my  companion's  whole  ward- 
robe confided  of  a  fingle  fuit  of  ferjcant's 
uniform,  unfit  to  appear  in  the  fame  car- 
riage with  my  elegant  habit.  I  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  him  to  decorate  his  coat,  and 
afifume  the  name  of  an  officer ;  but  Ljouis 
would  not  give  into  this  innocent  impofi- 
lion.  "  I  bad  rather/*  replied  he,  "  ftay 
at  the  inn  than  pafs  for  what  I  am  not.'* — 
It  was  hovcever  impoflible  to  clothe  him  at 
once:  for  it  is  not  at  Riga  as  at  Farisj 
where  you  find  at  every  mafter  taylor's 
dreflcs  that*  have  often  ferved  to  convert 
German  counts  and  Barons  into  needy  fetit 
maitres.  In  this  extremity,  I  at  length  per- 
fuaded  him  to  put  on  my  black  fuit. 
People  of  diftin£tion  have  frequently  fa- 
mily mournings  \  befides,  the  courts  always 

allow 
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allow  the  privilege  of  wearing  black  to  their 
ill  paid  chamberlains,  "who  frequently  mourn 
for  an.  old  uncle  that  never  exided,  w^en- 
neceffitated  to  difpofe  of  their  wardrobe  at 

the  Mont  de  Piete.  -^ 

» 

This  bufinefs  fettled,  I  caufed  my  arrival 
to  be  announced  to  Captain  Dobelmay en- 
He  immediately  joined  me,  teftifying  the 
fame  afiedionate  friendOiip  to  which  I  had 
before  been  fo  much  obliged.  At  the  mo- 
ment I  am  writing  thefe  memoirs,  this  ge- 
nerous friend  lives,  retired  from  the  fcrvice, 
and  his  correfpondence  forms  one  of  the 
blefiiiigs  of  my  life. 

Nothing  can  be  more  tircfome  to  the 
fpcftator  than  to  witnefs  the  preliminaries 
between  people  who  intend  to  marry  ;  to 
obfervc  how  they  fet  themfelves  off  to  the 

C  6  bcft 
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beft  adranugey  and  difplay  their  takots ; 
likcwife  to  hear  the  gallant  difcouifes  ufcd 
at  the  begiiming  of  court  (hip,  and  the 
warm  converfations  that  uke  place  when  in 
love  with  each  other.  They  are  however 
entirely  ridiculous  to  a  third  perfon,  and 
the  defcription  yet  more  fulfome.    In  a 

'  word,  I  (laid  three  weeks  at  Riga,  during 
which  I  fmoothed  all  difficulties,  and  en- 
joyed the  bappinefs  of  ratifying  my  en* 
gag^ment  with  a  good  and  amiable  woman, 
whofe  lendernels  even  to  this  day  has 
flrewed  my  path  with  rofi^s,   fliared  the 

-  weight  of  my  ibrrows>  and  her  affedion 
even  thrown  a  double  charm  on  my  flK)rt 
moments  of  felicity. 

One  evening  when  we  were  alone,  my 
iriend  Louis  (aid,  ''  I  hope  that  thou  do(t 
intend  to  conceal  any  of  the  equivocal 

events 


e^irefits  of  thy  life  froni  her  who  is  to  receire 
chy  faith  .^  At  prefent  thou  wilt  be  par^ 
cloned    every    thing ; — bcrt  what    danger 
for  a  pair  to  be  united  with  too  advanta^ 
geous  fentimcnts  of  each  otheiv    There  are 
moments  when  a  trifle,  a  very  nothing, 
puts  us  out  of  humour  :  chance,  or  ill-dif-     '^ 
pofed  people,  may  reveal  fomc  anecdote  of    ' 
thy  former  life ;  then  reproach  takes  place j     \ 
reproach  breeds  coolnefs,  and  coolnefs  fre- 
quently is  the  forerunner  of  fettled  difcord. 
Never,  my  dear  Claus,  were  I  on  the  point 
of  marriage,  would  I  conceal  any  of  my 
poft  a<5tions,    not    even    the    vileft;    the   • 
avowal  made,  I  would  add — ^**  My  fweet 
friend,  you  now  know  me,  will  you  con- 
defcend  to  accept  me  as  I  am  ?  I  do  not 
foppofc  that  your  confcience  is  free  from 
fome  Ij^tle  remorfe.    Let  us  compare  our 
errors^  and  ef&ce  them  by  a  free  and  gene« 

rous 
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rous  pardon. — Confider,  my  friend,  yo« 
may  put  many  wanderings  into  the  fcale 
before  it  will  overpoize  the  lofe  of  thy 
fpoufe*s  innocence  in  the  arm  of  love,  be- 
fore the  Gndion  of  Hymen — ** 

**  Peace!  peace,  Louis!"  interrupted 
I,  *^  thofe  things  fliould  never  be  repeated. 
I  yield  to  thy  counfcl,  and  to  morrow  will 
make  a  faithful  recital  of  my  adventures  to 
the  Meinhardt  family." 

I  was  true  to  my  proraife,  and  had  the 
fatisfadtion  to  find,  that  this  fincere  avowal 
added  .  greatly  to  the  favourable  opinion 
they  had  already  conceived  of  me. 

I  think  in  neceflary  to  give  a  flight  (ketch 
of  the  difTercnt  perfonages  that  compofed 
the  family.    The  father  may,  in  fome  mea- 

fiirc, 
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fure,  be  kiiown  by  the  captain's  letter ;  he 
was  an  honed  man,  replete  with,  candour 
and  probity ;  a  Ikilful  trader,  though  dcaU 
ing  with  ftrift  integrity,  owing  to  his  adi- 
vity  and  economy  the  confiderable  fortune 
which  he  enjoyed.  Some  days  before  the 
ratification  of  my  engagement  with  his  ' 
daughter,  he  addreffed  me  thus — **  I  am 
at  prefcnt  fatisfied  that  you  are  a  man  of  * 
probity,  refpefling  truth,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  aft  uprightly ;  a  circumftance  that 
leads  me  the  more  to  believe,  that  it  will  be 
impofllble  for  you  to  retain  long  the  rank 
you  now  hold.  I  have  fome  flight  know- 
ledge of  the  little  German  courts,  and  well 
know  what  dependence  an^honeft  man 
ought  to  make  on  them.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  prudent  for  you  to  retire  voluntarily  as 
foon  as  poffible — However,  aft  as  you  think 
fit^  experience  is  uf(iful.     Confult  only,  in 

this 
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diis  cafe  yout  own  inclination ;  but  remefii-* 
ber  that  I  fliAll  not  be  furpiized  to  hear  oi 
your  difmiilion.  As  for  iht  neceflkries  of 
lifej  give  youtfelf  no  trouble  on  that  ac- 
count—Heaven, as  you  know,  has  blefled 
my  labours,  and  my  children  have  early 
learned  economy.*'  Such  was  the  way  of 
thinking  of  my  father-in-law.  He  gave 
me  an  income  fuitable  to  my  rank,  and  re- 
tained the  grofs  fum  of  my  wife's  fonune 
in  commerce. 

My  mother-in-law  died  fome  years  after 
our  marris^e ;  (he  was  a  pattern  of  domef* 
tic  virtue;; — de  moriuis  noHy  ntfi  hene;  but 
&ithful  to  the  cufloms  of  her  fex,  (he  had 
a  prodigious  fund  of  vanity,  and  love  of 
'^ulking.  What  pleafed  her  the  moft  in 
'  giving  me  her  daughter  was,  that  (he  would 
be  called  Madame  de  Cla\tfbiich,    ^*  Who 

would 
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would  ever  have  thought  it  ?"  exckimed 
ihe-^-Ddi^ed  to  hear  me  fpeak  of  die 
court,  (he  made  the  moft  minute  queftions 
of  its  cuftoms,  laying)  *^  If  I  come  to  fee 
you,  it  wiU  doubtkfs  be  neceflary  that  I 
alio  (hould  appear  there/* 

My  brother-in-law  is  an  excellent  young 
man ;  warm,  nay  even  fometimes  paffion* 
ace,  bat  an  honeft,  adlive,  and  fkilful  tra<» 
der,  a  friend  to  the  fine  arts,  and  particu* 
burly  mufic. 

Not  to  forget  the  principal  perfonagc— ■ 
my  (poufe  is— I  may  truly  fay  it — hand- 
Ibme  and  well  made ;  her  hair  of  a  beauti* 
ftil  chefnut  j  lively  but  foft  blue  eyes ;  her 
difpofition  rather  inclined  to  the  romantic, 
but  endowed  with  a  firong  underftanding, 
inofTenfive  wit,  and  a  cheerful  temper.  The 
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continuation  of  my  adventures  will  lhe\r 
the  philofophic  light  in  which  {he  coniider- 
ed  human  events  and  the  misfonunes  na- 
ture is  fubjeft  to,  pofleffing  to  the  highdk 
degree  the  art  of  accommodating  hcrfclf  to 
her  fituation.  In  a  word,  (be  is  the  model 
of  an  accomplKhed  woman. 

.  It  now  only  remains  to  fpeak  of  her  foo, 
the  fruit  of  her  firft  love.  A  moment  be* 
fore  vjre,  for  the  fccond  time, .  confecrated 
the  bands  of  Hymen  at  the  altar,  (he  put 
him  in  my  arms,  conjuring  me,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  to  be  careful  of  him,  to  be  his 
father,  his  guardian  angel,  his  friend.  I 
promifcd  to  love  him  as  my  own,  and  ne- 
ver have  I  repented  the  promifc. 

Pure  and  fincere  Jjleafure  brightened  :he 
folemnity  of  our  marriage.  Some  days  afier. 
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we  quitted  Riga :  the  feparation  was  for- 
rowful  to  my  wife  j  fhe  flied  tears  in 
abundance.  Our  journey  was  fortunate, 
and  we  arrived  fafely  at  the  refidence  of  my 
iiluftrious  fultan. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR  III. 

The  Reception  of  M.  Claus  de  Claujbach  mt 
Court-'-'Reyerberg  enters  in  the  Se^-vice  of 
the  Prince — Brilliant  Situation  of  Claus. 

/^N  my  arrival  y  I  haftily  feuled  my  do- 
^^  medic  concerns,  and  rep^red  to  the 
prince :  he  received  me  gracioufly,  and  the 
converfation  opening  our  hearts  by  degrees, 
he  owned  that  my  enemies  had  left  no 
means  untried  to  ruin  me  in  his  opinion 
during  my  ablence.  He  praifed  himfclf 
for  the  ficmnefs  with  which  he  had  rejeded 
all  fuch  difcourfes,  and  was  weak  enough 
to  name  my  adverfaries.  His  faighnefs  in 
general  appeared  to  take  a  certain  degree  of 
pleafure  in  court  intrigues  j  it  is  the  com- 
mon fault  of  weak  minds,  who  imagine 

they 
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Thej  gsdn  additional  ftrcngth  from  the  diT* 
icnticms  csf  odiers.  When  wife  men  are  dif. 
united^  each  party  endeavours  rather  to 
ftrengthen  itfelf  than  league  againft  prmces. 
On  the  whole,  there  was  little  merit  in  the 
princess  kindneis  to  me ;  for  without  rcck- 
<ming  on  my  conduft,  which  fecurcd  me 
irom  reproach,  and  that  I  was  neceflary  td 
lum,  1  had  a  power&I  friend  in  Madame 
Baileriaire,  wite  now  pur^d  with  hnpla- 
cable  hotted  all  wha  endeavoured  to  iniure 


The  kind  hehaviour  of  the  prince  em- 
t)oIdcned  me  to  entreat  his  favour  for  my 
fnond  Reyerberg ;  at  my  requeft  he  grants 
ed  l^m  the  pod  of  cotincillor  of  domains^ 
and  equity  to  his  highnefs.  On  the  next 
^y  I  pfefimted  my  wife  at  conrt,  whetie 
Ac  appttafcd  with  fe*  much  elegance  and 

prudence 
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prudence  of  behaviour,  that  any  one  might 
have  inuLgined  (be  had  been  accuftonied 
from  her  infanqr  to  tread  that  uncenain 
and  flippery  theatre. 

The  reception  I  met  with  from  the  nobi- 
lity of  the  city  was  very  different  from  that 
of  my  fovereign.  Formerly,  when  they 
expeded  to  fee  me  give  my  hand  to  one  of 
their  £ided  beauties,  they  received  me  with 
rapture,  praifing,  nay,  almoft  idoliziiig  me, 
now  they  did  violence  to  tbemfelves  not  to 
affront  me  openly.  They  endeavoured  to 
behave  to  me,  and  more  (b  to  my  wife, 
with  that  kind  of  cold  difdain  with  which 
the  great  treat  thofe  they  favour  with  the 
appellation  of  upftarts ;  that  is  to  fay,  men 
who  gain  by  their  talents  and  endeavours 
what  others  inherit  from  their  birth.  This 
cpoduft  however  gaye  ine  no  pain.:  I  re* 

doubled 
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doabled  my  care  and  zeal  in  the  difcharge 
of  the  duties  of  my  ftation,  and  advanced 
daily  in  the  good  graces  of  the  prince. 

To  my  great  furprizcj  the  prefident  de 
Melhfeldt  and  his  niece  were  the  only  people 
vrhofc  friendfiiip,  inftead  of  cooling,  ap- 
peared more  lively.  But  his  highnefs  hav- 
ing informed  me  that  the  old  hypocrite  was 
one  of  thofe  who  had  endeavoured  the  moft 
to  injure  me  during  my  abience,  I  knew 

what  value  to  put  on  his  behaviour. 

< 

Notwithftanding,  thofe  who  had  need  of 
my  afliftancej  nobles  and  plebeians^  flat- 
tered me.     Even  the  firft  nobility  honored 

my  houfe  with  their  prefence  when  I  gave 

« 

entertainments ;  they  eat  at  my  table  with 
pleafure,  but  did  not  ceafe  to  calumniate 
me  with  bitternefs.     My  wife  was  perpe- 
tually 
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tusdljr  entEcanag  me  not  to  {e$St  a  fet  q£ 
ingrates^  but  my  exoeme  wAtf  woiiid  ooc 
permit  wc  to  KAen  to  her. 

Patron,  and  declared  protedor  of  the 
fcieoces  and  fine  arlSj  I  had  the  wcaknefs 
to  entertun  ^e  lewrned  with  my  works ; 
they  intoxicated  me  with  their  piatfirs, 
laughii^  privately  at  my  foUy,  and  dedi- 
catkig  to  019  aU  their  worka. 

His  highnefs,  by  due-  enm^  ef  the 
great  princes  of  Germany,  eftabliflied  un- 
der my  authority  two  academies  of  fcience. 
They  every  year  propofed  the  mod  ridicu- 
lous queftions^  for  example,  **  Wha£ 
would  be  the  moft  efficacious  meaiis  of  im- 
proving the  novation  ?*' — Excepting  (ook 
final!  rivulets,  which  were  d^  io  the  month 
of  Auguftt  there  was  not  a  fingle  running 

water 
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%va.ter  in  the  whole  country.  Again,  "What 
were  the  moil  proper  means  to  unite  man* 
kind  in  the  exertion  of  virtue?"  They 
might  as  well  have  afked  what  method  they 
mvift  ufe  to  deliver  them  from  the  flavcry 
of  their  paffions. — What,  (hut  them  up  fe- 
parately  ?  give  to  each  the  fame  degree  of  un- 
derftanding  ?  fupprefs  particular  property  ? 
all  perfonal  imereft,  or  invent  new  mo* 
fives,  drawn  from  morals,  more  effeftuai 
than  thofe  advanced  by  the  wife,  ancients 
and  moderns  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind  ^ 

My  gracious  fovereign  took  particular 
pTeafure  in  thefe  academies,  attended  inpcr^ 
fbn  at  their  meetings,  making  me  conipofe 
fome  little  pieces,  which  he  read  as  his 
own.  The  members  coniifted  of  refidents 
and  non-refidents,  fome  of  whom  could 
hardly  fign  their  own  na^s. 

Vol.  III.  D  The 
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The  prince  alfo  founded  a  fecicty  for  tbe 
puUicadoB  of  works  to  improve  the  Gcr* 
nun  language,  every  page  of  which  fwarm- 
ed  with  giammacicai  errors. 

Among  th^fe  foolifb  tnftitutioosy  I  ne- 
verthelefi  diou^t  of  ufeful  reforms ;  I  al- 
tered die  abftrufe  ftyle  of  the  law  and 
cjaancery.  In  the  refcripts  ftom  the  prince 
to  his  vaffids  every  one  was  called,  without 
diftinftion,  ftiemdzsAfaaly  when  frequent^ 
%xsf  were  addreffird  to  die  toweft  and  moft 
delpicable  of  mankind. 

Convinced  of  the  meafiires  of  the  poft« 
houfes,  and  as  they  ought  rather  to  be  an 
advantagie  u>  the  public  than  an  increafe  of 
revenue  to  the  prince,  I  e(babli(hed  them  on 
a  different  plan,  leaving  every  one  at  liberty 
to  profit  by  that  public  convenience. 

WhcD 
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When  his  higbncfs  travelled,  he  uft^  the 
hbrfes  of  the  hufbandmen,  paying  very  ill 
for  thofe  that  died  in  his  fervice.  This  ty- 
ranny ceafed  under  my  adminiftration. 


The  moft  atrocious  abu(es)iad  crept  intd 
the  domeftic  economy  of  the  caftlc.  To 
difpel  thefe,  I  encreafed  the  duties  of  the 
officers,  obliging  Aem  to  aft  carefully  in 
their  different  appointments,  and  inflifting 
puniihflients  for  the  finalleft  frauds. 


I  made  confiderable  retrenchment^  in  the 
expences  of  the  table ;  the  fupport  of  the 
hot  houfes  coft  immenlc  fums*,  in  order 
that  the  prince  miglit  eat  cherries  in  the 
month  of  Febnaffl*y,  afparagus  in  Septem- 
ber, and  green  peas  at  Chriftmas.  Con- 
vinced  that  each  month  furniflies  its  pecu 
liar  riches  in  vegetables  and  fruit,  daring 

D2  .         «V 
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my  adcnlniftradon  he  was  only  ferved  with 
cherries^  a(paragus,  and  peasj  in  the  months 
of  May,  June,  and  July. 

Giving  my  attention  to  more  important 
concerns,  I  aflifled  the  people  as  much  as 
poffible,  encouraged  agriculture,  and  de* 
livered  the  peaiants  from  the  opprefiion  of 
the  bailiffs.  This  zeai  ought  at  leaft  to 
have  procured  me  the  love  of  the  huiband- 
men,  but  I  did  not  even  enjoy  that  fatis- 
faftion.  The  country  has  ufually  falfe  re« 
prefentations  of  what  pafles  in  the  capital 
I  was  not  all-iufficient,  nor  could  I  refona 
every  evil ;  they  had  notwithftanding  the 
injuftice  to  expe&  it  from  me.  I  introduced 
fome  improvements  in  hufbandry,  but  the 
peafantry  are  declared  enemies  to  all  inno- 
vation. Befides  the  inclination  the  prince 
had  for  (hew  and  iplendor  finequently  de- 

ftroycd 
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ftroycd  ray  beft  mtentions.  Many  of  my 
projcfts  of  reform,  being  entirely  obtained 
from  books,  were  imprafticable,  and  dicl 
not  fucceed.  No-  one  however  had  friend-^ 
Ihip  enough  to  inform  me  in  cafes  of  fai- 
lure, for  all  envied  a  ftranger,  and  wiflied 
to  haften  his  fall.  Thus  with  the  moft 
laudable  intention,  I  could  not  obtain  the 
good  will  of  the  people,  to  gain  whofc  love 
was  my  utmoft  ambition* 

Add  to  this,  that  having  been  raifed  t(r 
the  dignity  of  prime  minifter,  a  misfortune 
that  happened  to  me  the  latter  end.  of  the 
year  1783,  I  obtained  unlimited  power,  of 
which  I  fometimcs  made  rather  too  fevere' 
and  precipitsite  a  ufe,  notwithftanding  the 
wife  counfels  of  my  wife,  who  was  ever  re- 
commending mild  meafures  ^  a  condudl  that 
cxpofed  me  yet  more  to  the  fhafts  of  envy , 

D  3  and 
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and  icandai*     I  never  committed  iajuftice 
voluntarily,  but  might  frequently  have  be- 
haved With  more  indulgence.     A  prieft  in- 
termeddled in  politics,  and  though  his  vo- 
cation was  founded  on  the  mild  and  tole^ 
fant  dodrine  of  Chrlft,  he  thought  fit  to 
calumniate  princes  and  minifters.  I  defircd 
jhim  to  be  filent,  nor  to  lofe  fight  of  the 
dutiea  of  his  fun<5lion,  but  incukate  the 
principles  of  religiom,  and  di^ie  mankind 
to  virtue,  and  leave  to  the  proteftovs  of  the 
Jaw  the  care  of  puailhing  tran%reflbi:s.— 
This  exhortation  was,  iaefieftual ;  he  ccm* 
tinued  bis  ilander,  on  which  I  fent  him 
the  following  order  :  ^'  As  it  appears  that 
the' pried  N*  N.  has  a  greater  call  to  the 
affairs  of  (late  than  to  bis  holy  vocation, 
his  ferene  highnefs  difinifles  him  from  the 
church,  and  appoints  him  beadle  to  the  re- 
gency." 

This 
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This  extreme  fevcriiy  did  not  hinder  me 
from  employing  all  imaginable  means  to 
^^&S^  ^^c  prince  to  love  his  fcbjefts,  and 
treat  them  with  kindnefs.     I  repeated  to 
bitn  daily,  '<  Providence  has  placed  yoU' 
on  the  throne  as  the  guardian  of  the  king- 
dom^ the  protedor  of  the  weahh,  rcpofe, 
and  happincfs  of  your  fubjefls,  depofus 
that  you  muft  one  day  account  for:  you 
have  no  real  right  of  fuperiority ;  if  impu- 
mty,  a  cuftom  of  flaveryi  and  the  ejcan^)ie. 
of  tyrants^  preferves  you  agginft  rebellion  »^ 
and  reTponfibility,  you  will  foon,  hoWevfer^ 
have  to  appear  before  that  great  and  awful 
tribunal,  where  innocence  of  heart,  the  tef^ 
'  timony  of  you^  confcience,  and  the  regifter . 
of  ytiur  good  adions,  the  leaft  of  v^hich 
will  be  remembered,  can  alone  procure  }noa . 
a  &yourabIe  deciftoo.'* 

I>j^  Added 
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Added  to  this,  I  reprefented  to  him  in 
the  moft  lively  colours  the  felicity  that  arifes 
from  benevolence,  I   pointed  out  the  folly 
of  ambitious  projeAs,  and  the  iniignificance 
of  the  pleafures   that  had  ever  intoxicated 
him.    I  perfuaded  him  to  endeavour  to  en- 
joy the  delight  with  which  a  roan  clofes  his 
eyes  on  the  evening  of  a  day  he  has  confe- 
crated  to  the  happinefs  of  millions.  1  fpoke 
with   enthufiafm  of  the    (atisfadtion  that 
muft  arife  to  him  who  finds  occafion  to 
employ  his  power  ufefuUy  for  the  happtne(s 
of  his  brethren,  reprefenting  the  peace  they- 
mull  enjoy  in  whofe  favour  the  prayers  of 
the  relieved  mourner,  theconfolcd  fufferer, 
and  juftified  vidim  of  opprefiion,  rife  with 
heart- felt  energy  to  Heaven,  pouring  their 
gratitude  before  the  Mofl  High;  and  draw- 
ing down  benedidions  on  their  preferver. 


«. 
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I  endeavoured  particularly  tb  ^miiiaTtze 
him  to  the  fight  of  pisfortune.  *^  Yod 
are  the  phyfician,"  (kid  I ;  '^  and  a  ikilful 
phyfician,  who  fincerely  endeavours  to  cure 
a  wound,  will  prcvioufly  examine,  and 
probe  it  to  the  bottom/* 

He  liflened  to  my  advice  with  attention. 
Never  had  any  perfon  prefumed  to  addrefs 
him  in  this  manner  before ;  and  though  his 
ears  had  been  unaccuftomed  to  the  voice, 
he  was  now  perfuaded  of  the  influence  of 
truth. 

Retired  to  the  narrow  circle  of  my  fa- 
mily, feated  between  love  and  frienddiip,. 
I  related  to  my  wife  and  Reyerberg  the 
methods  I  ufed  to  render  the  prince  gene- 
rous and  humane.  My  gentle  companion 
would  embrace  me  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
'  >  ^5  thanking 
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thanking  Heaven  for  placing  me  in  a  rank 
where  I  could  be  (erviceable  to  my  fellow- 
creatures.  Louis,  on  the  contrary^  would 
ufually  Ihake  his  head,  and  iay<^'*  No  of- 
fence to  your  excellency,  but  iiich  fine 
days  will  not  lad  for  ever.** 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

J^Ss  Excelktuy  the  Mtnifter  de  Ctdufiacb  is 
honoured  with  an  order  of  K^iigbthood^  and' 
accompanies  bis  Highnefs  in  bis  Travels. 

••  ^Tp  HE  progrefs  of  virtud  fe  flow/*' 
-^  thou^t  I,  ^^  aad  it  is  not  poffible 
that  a  man  who  is  furrounded  from  his- 
youth  with  hypocrites  and  flatterer^^  edu-- 
cated  by  ignorant  and  depnived  chara&ers^ 
from  whom  he  imbibes  bad  principles, 
which  once  contnu^ed,  he  puts  in  execu- 
tion from  habit — how  is  it  poflible  that 
ftich  a  perfon  fiiould  at  once  correct  him-* 

felf  ? Virtuous  {entiments  will  in  time 

take  root-^I  will  not  therefore  be  difcou^ 
laged." 

P6  In 
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In  eficd,  I  obferved  the  prince  had  emo- 
tions of  involuntary  goodnels  of  heart, 
£rom  which  I  drew  the  mod  flattering  pre- 
iages.  We  were  one  day  pafling  by  a  build- 
ing which  was  ereSing  for  a  new  court  of 
chancery ;  he  (topped  before  it,  and  having 
for  fome  time  attentively  confidered  the 
arms  over  the  principal  entrance,  he  laid 
to  me,  *^  I  wi(h  that  my  anceftors,  inftead 
of  arming  thefe  birds  of  prey  with  thun- 
der bolts,  as  fymbols  of  their  power,  had 
put  in  their  claws  hearts  and  balances.*' 

Another  time,  on  the  public  walks,  we 
difcovered  a  poor  cripple,  who  lay  in  a 
fainting  fit  at  the  gate  of  a  private  garden ; 
one  of  his  crutches  breaking  had  occafioned 
his  fell,  the  (hock  of  which  was  followed 
by  infenlibility  :  it  rained  at  the  time ;  the 
prince  and  my(eif  were  (heltered  by  great 

coats  i 


Git  BLAS.  6l 

coats ;  he  immediately  pulled  off  his,  co- 
vered the  unfortunate  fufierer,  and  fent  a 
fervant  for  affiftance.  Doubtlefs  any  other 
man,  who  was  naturally  generous,  would 
have  adted  in  the  fame  manner,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  ability  ;  notwith (landing,  it  was 
a  fingular  aft  of  humanity  in  a  prince ;  nor 
did  the  gazetteers  fail  to  extol  this  adion 
V  the  higheft  mark  of  benevolence. 

By  my  advice  a  lai^e  number  of  the  mi« 
litary  were  difcharged  as  fuperfluous ;  they 
deprived  the  country  of  a  quantity  of  ufeful 
hands,  to  employ  them  in  the  capital  in 
ufelefs  warlike  padimes*  His  highnefs  ap- 
peared difpofed  to  adopt  my  opinion  in  re* 
gard  to  the  dreft  of  the  troops.  I  wilhed 
to  render  it  more  commodious,  and  con- 
formable to  nature,  and  to  fet  him  above 
the  foolilli  vanity  of  exhibiting  tall,  decor 

rated. 
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sated,  automaton  figures.  I  propofed  tiictf 
liair  to  be  cut  in  the  F,iigli(}b£ifluoii»  imA* 
out  a  queue^  as  the  (bldierjr  would  by  that 
means  g^  in  the  p<Mnt  of  cleanlineG  and 
fpeed  in  their  die&  The  regimental  was 
lo  confift  of  half-boots»  long  Hungarian 
tiowlers>  a  waiflcoot  with  fleeves,  a  cloak, 
and  a  round  hat,  with  the  front  buttoned 
up,  but  which  (hould  occafionally  flap,  to 
defend  the  wearer  from  the  heat  of  the  fun^ 
the  hat  being  fo  conftrufted,  that  in  cafe 
of  bad  weather  it  would  let  down  all  round* 
This  proje&  however  could  not  be  realiz- 
ed; pretended  wits  fiequendy  undo  the 
moft  laudable  meafures,  by  treating  them 
with  paltry  ridicule.  I  mud  do  juftice  to 
Madame  Balleriaire,  who,  &r  from  coun* 
tenancing  the  (heeiers,  afiifted  me  with  all 
the  power  (he  had  over  his  highnefs's  heart, 
perfuading  him  to  adopt  the  reform  for  the 

general 
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general  convehiency.  On  my  part,  I  took 
care  that  the  revenues  fliould  not  fu&r  by 
any.  alteration  I  pfopoied* 

The  principal  obftacle  to  all  my  fine  pro* 
}e&s  was  the  prince's  decided  tafle  for 
flieWy  fplendor,  and  tumultuous  pleaTure;. 
I  mufl  confefs,  to  my  (hame,  that  in  the 
retrenchments  I  endeavoured  to  make  in 
the  luxury  of  the  court,  I  had  not  energy 
(ufficient  to  oppofe  his  brilliant  foibles^ 
when  part  of  their  fplendor  was  to  recoil  on 
myfelf.  Early  in  the  year  1 784,  fome  months 
after  my  being  appointed  prime  minifter, 
his  highnels  declared  he  would  eilablifh 
a  new  order  of  knighthood,  afluring  me 
he  had  particularly  formed  that  refolution 
to  recompenfe  my  merit,  as  be  wished  to* 
fee  me  wear  on  my  bofom  a  diilinguiftied 
mark  of  his  friendifaip  and  eReem.  I  know 

not 
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not  what  ftrange  demon  infpired  the  idea 
of  the  ridiculous  medaHion  which  was  the 
infignia  of  this  order.  It  was  named  the 
order  of  the  blue  herring.  I  was  the  firft  fit- 
Youred  with  the  decoration  i  my  wife  ob- 
ferving  with  a  finile,  ^^  I  cannot  conceive 
what  analogy  there  is  between  a  fiOi  and  a 
piime  miniftcr/' 

The  ftar  and  garter,  notwichftanding, 
gratified  my  (elf  love.  I  afiumedthem  with 
great  pride  and  pleafure.  The  firft  time 
Rcyerbcrg  (aw  me  in  thofc  ridiculous  de- 
corations, he  burfl  into  the  mofl  immode- 
rate fits  of  laughter.  As  a  faitliful  hifto- 
rian,  I  muft  alfo  declare  the  bright  parts  of 
my  charadter.  The  prince  had  no  inten- 
tion of  beftowing  this  new  honor  on  the 
prefident  de  Melhfeldt,  who  had  lately  en« 
tirely  loft  his  good  graces.     Had  I  liftened 

to 
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to  the  voice  of  vengeance,  I  (hould  cer- 
tainly  never  have  interceded  for  my  ene- 
my ;  but  it  is  plealant  to  convert  foes  to 
friends,  and  to  take  revenge  by  conferring 
obligations.     It  is  true  that  at  times  I  have 
had  a  certain  defpicable  inclination  for  ven- 
geance ;  but  two  things  ever  difarmed  my 
refcntment,  and  extinguifhed   in  me  that 
ignoble  paffion.      When   thofe  that   had     \ 
wronged  me  made  the  firft  ftep  towards  a     i 
reconciliation,  or  when,  unhappy  and  aban-     \ 
doned,  they  flood  in  need  of  my  affiftance,      1 
my  heart  would  not  permit  me  to  fuffer  any 
one  to  take  advantage  of  their  fituation  to 
humiliate  them  farther ;  then  I  declared  my- 
felf  their  proteftor.     This  was  exaftly  the* 
cafe  of  the  prefident,  for  whom,  though  not 
without  great  trouble,  I  obtained  the  honor 
of  the  new  order.     Perhaps  he  never  k-new 
it  was  me  to  whom  he  owed  thp  favour. 

While 
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While  I  was  thus  rifing  to  the  highcll 
pitch  of  grandeur,  the  prince  formed  the 
defign  of  travelling.  I  was  ordered  to  pre- 
pare to  accompany  him,  as  was  alfo  the 
great  cup-bearer,  (an  ignorant  coxcomical 
courtier)  a  chamberlain,  lieutenant-colonel 
de  Reifenftranck,.  a  brave  and  honed  man, 
'  the  count  de  Lahfeld,  whom  I  had  placed 
in  the  fervice  of  his  highnefs  in  quality  of 
gentleman  of  the  bed  chamber^  and  who 
will  a6b  a  principal  part  in  the  continuatica 
of  thb  hiAory.  I  might  eaCly  have  added 
the  councillor  de  Reyerbetg  to  the  num« 
ber  i  but  on  his  part  he  (hewed  no  iodi« 
nation  for  the  honor,  being  weary,  as  be 
iaid,  of  travelling,  and  willing  to  efcape 
the  inevitable  conftraint  that  attends  the 
parties  of  the  great ;  for  my  own  part,  I 
wi(hed  tq  avoid  the  accufation  of  taking  all 
my  own  crcMimes^  an  appellation  peculiar 

to 
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to  courts ;  I  was  alfb  well  pleafed  to  leave 
a  friend  -whom  I  could  trufl  in  the  departs 
ment  of  domains,  who  would  defend  me  in 
my  abfence,  and  be  a  friend  and  advifer  tto 
my  wife. 

The  purpofe  of  thefc  travels  appeared 
very  praife-worthy  j  the  prince  wiflied  to 
gain  information  of  the  laws  and  cudoms 
of  oihcT  countriesi  and  from  thence  to  ac-* 
quire  the  neceflary  inftrudions  for  a  gene** 
sal  reform^  which  he  intended  to  under- 
take ia  his  own  dominions.  We  were  to 
crofs  diroug^  part  of  Germany,  viiic 
France,  return  by  Alface,  and  the  countries 
neighbouring  to  the  Rhine ;  but  v/hoever 
has  travelled  with  princes  mud  well  know 
how  impoflible  it  is  for  them  to  gain  infor- 
mation of  the  interior  government  of  the 
ftates  they  vifit.    Three  coaches  ufually 

carry 
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cany  them  and  their  train  rapidly  through 
towns  and   villages ;  they  give  thcmfelvcs 
the  names  of  counts  and  gentlemen,  while 
the  valets  whifper  in  confidence  their  real 
rnnk  to  the  hofts  of  every  inn — "  Do  you 
really  take  that  gentleman  for  the  count  of 
***  ?  It  is  the  duke,  prince,  or  king  of 
♦**,  who  choofes  to  travel  incognito/*^ 
A  crowd  of  idle  people  immediately  fwarm 
round  the  poft-offices,  and  ftupidly  con- 
template his  highnefs,  or  his  majefty,  as 
though  he  was  a  prodigy.     ThUs  he  caa 
go  no  where  without  being  known,  nor 
make  any   private  obfervations.     Arrived 
at  the  capital,  the  whole  attention  is  taken 
up  with  viewing  in  hafte  cabinets  of  curio^ 
iities,  galleries  of  pi<5tures,  churches,  thea* 
tres,  and  gardens.     If  tliey  honor  any  par- 
ticular fociety  with   dieir  prefence,   they 
however  never  can  defcend  to  vifit  thofe 

which 
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ivhich  bear  the  damp  of  the  natiaital  cha- 
raAcr,  exifting  only  in  the  whirlpool  of 
faffaionable  circles^  which  are  the  fame  in 
every  country.     How  then  can  they  gain 
true  information  of  different  governments  ? 
In   general  I  pay  little  regard  to  the  ac« 
counts  of  travellers.     How  can  their  re- 
pons  be  flriftly  exad:,  when  it  is  not  in 
their  power  to  feek  into  the  truth  of  every 
circumflance  they  hear  related  ?  Nor  are 
they  always  fortunate  enough  to  enquire  of 
unprejudiced  pcrfons.      Thofe  who  flyle 
tfaemfelyes  impartial  travellers  are  frequently 
men  witl0ut  knowledge,  ignorant  pretend- 
ers, bad  obfervers,  or.  .perhaps  have  it  not 
in  their  power  to  make  obfervations.     If 
employed  in  public  bufinefs,  they  ufually 
take  the  fide  of  the  ftrongefl  party  j  if  other- 
wife,  fhudder  among  the  number  of  the 
^oppreffed.    In  the  firfl  cafe  they  are  preju- 
diced 
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diced  in  favour  of  the  meafares  c/  govern* 
ment »  on  the  other  (ide  their  reports  air 
yet  moce  to  be  doubted.  We  every  where 
meet  with  dtfcontented  people,  who  form 
toer  advantageous  an  opinion  of  their  own 
merks^  vdiich  if  the  minifter  will  not  alloWj 
they  imagine  themfelves  opprefled,  and 
their  imprudent  behaviour,  in  confequence^ 
frequently  drawing  rigorous  puni(hmems 
on  them,  they  pompoufly  affiime  the  title 
of  martyrs  in  the  good  caufe* 

Be  this  IB  it  may^  we  departed  with  a 
firm  refolution  to  return  a  hundred  times 
wiTer  than  we  fet  out. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  V. 

Account  of  the  Journey. 

AFTER  what  I  have  (aid  of  obferva* 
tions  made  by  travellers,  die  reader 
will  doubjtlefs  not  expe<Sl  thofe  1  made  on 
the  road,  and  therefore  excufe  me  a  minute 
defcription  of  our  journey. 

Before  our  departure  it  was  agreed,  that 
indifcriminately,  from  the  prince  to  the  va- 
lets-de-chambpe,  we  (bould  keep  a  journal 
of  our  different  difcoveries.  Every  one  had 
his  particular  department,  and  was  to  re- 
.  late  his  obfervations. 

1  ftiall  not  however  tranfcribe  fuch  a  col* 

ledlion  of  wearifome  tra(h,  but  content  my- 

felf 


I 
I 
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fclf  with   this   general  remark — Men  arc 

f    alike  in  every  country,  every  where  given 

i    to  the  fame  foolilh  errors^  plaguing,  inter- 

meddling,  difputing,  and  fighting  for  mere 

trifles;  fometimes  united,  and  frequendy 

(    otbetwile,  approving  to-day  what  they  con- 

.    dema  to-morrow ;  labofuring  without  any 

fixed  endj  even  in  contradiction  with  them- 

'     felves  i  fpeaking  of  virtues,  and  given  to 

I     vices ;    (eeking  truth,  yet  depending  on 

'     falfehood;  picking  \ip  a  pin,  and  treading 

(   under  foot  a  bar  of  gold ;  building  Up  on 

[     purpofe  to  deftroy:  moved  by  fabulous 

events,  infenOble  to  real  forrow  ;  (hedding 

tears  at  reading  a  romance,  and  regardlefs 

of  the  deflrudion  of  Meffina.     Maders  of 

their  fate,  yet  ever  murmuring  at  the  work 

of  their  own  hands;  never  content  with 

their  prefent  (late^  but  afpiring  to  what  is 

not  to  be  found  here  below  ;  deflring  what 

they 
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tliey  cannot  obtain ;  wifhing  to  be  what      ' 
they  are  not,  and  greedy  of  what  is  ufelefs  n 
to  them.     The  count  defires  to  be  an  em« 
peror ;  kings  prefer  private  life  to  the  fplen* 
dor  of  a  throne ;  the  f^e  affumes  the  ap«       ' 
pearance  of  a  foldier,  the  military  man  that 
of  a  courtier^  the   prieft  the  man  of  the 
world>  who  in  exchange  apes  the  eccleliaf-        ( 
tic.     The  curate  colledls  infeds^  and  the 
phyiician  ftudies  the  duties  of  the  church. 
At  table  one  begins  by  the  bed  difli^  which 
another  referves  to  the  end  of  the  feaft,  yet        ^ 
both  defend  their  fyftem,  and  pretend  to         t 
be  right 

**  I  prolong  my  pleafure,'*  lays  Orontus, 
**  by  contemplating  my  favourite  food  be- 
fore I  tafte  it." — **.  I  profit,*'  replies  Cleon, 
•*  of  the. moment  when  my  appetite  is 
keen,  and  enj  oy  the  prefent,  for  who  is  ccr- 

voL.  m.  £  tain 
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tain  of  a  future  moment  ?" — As  for  myfelf, 
I  Ciy  to  both,  ad  as  you  pleafe,  but  do  not 
fight  for  difference  of  opinion.  Fools  that 
we  are,  when  (hail  we  learn  to  bear  with 

/  each  other  ?  I  have  my  foibles,  and  give 
way  to  them  freely,  look  with  indulgence 
on  thofe  of  my  fellow-creatures,  and  wi(h 

V  '  to  conftrain  no  one  to  participate  mine^ 

But  where  am  I  wandering  ? — Argument 
is  ufelefs ;  this  fublunary  world  will  be  ever 
thus^  and  the  ftrongefl:  reafonings  will  be 
found  ineffeffcual  to  change  it. 

But  to  refume  our  travels — We  pafTed 
through  the  eledkorate  of  Hanover,  my  na- 
tive country.  Near  a  little  town  called  Pa- 
tenfon,  one  of  the  wheels  of  the  carriage, 
in  which  was  the  prince  and  myfelf,  broke, 
a  misfortune  that  detained  us  fix  hours.     I 

feized 
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leized  the  occafion  to  entreat  pcrmiflion  of 
•bis  highnefs  to  vifit  a  neighbouring  vills^, 
though  without  declaring  the  real  reafon. 
It  was  the  place  of  my  nativity,  and  thofe      y 
(pots  have  a  peculiar  charm,  that  is  much      c 
better  felt  than  can  be  exprefled.'  We  then      \ 
recal  with  rapture  the  happy  age  of  inno-      * 
cencc  and  youth,  when  the  mind  was  free      \ 
from  care  and  inquietudes,  and  the  heart       ^ 
never  agitated  by  tumultuous  palfions,  in*        i 
temperate  defires,  or  wilhes  that  caufe  our        \ 
unhappinefs.    Blcft  age !  when  we  have  not  * 
felt  the  pangs  of  difappointmcnt,  deceived 
hope,  falfe  friendlhip,  dangerous  connec- 
tlons,    or  faithlefs  love;    where  the  paft 
leaves  no  regret,  the  future  gives  no  fear ; 
when  nothing  impoifons  our  pleafures ;  the 
age  when  weaknefs  of  body  and  mind  does     , 
not  fufFer  us  to  refleft  on  the  inconftancy    - 
of  earthly  pleafures,  when  jthe  fentiment  of 

£  2  bitter 


76  THE  GSUCAK 

iHttcr  grief  does  not  reach  the  heait,  and 
inipire  to  faappjr  innocence  a  defire  of  a 
better  life,  enjoying  the  prefent,  and  con* 
temphting  a  fimling  future.  Unhappy, 
indeed,  is  the  man  who  is  infeniible  of  fuch 
pkafing  lemembiances. 

Having  reached  the  place  of  my  birth, 
I  (aw,  not  without  emotion,  the  cottage 
and  garden  which  had  formerly  belonged 
to  my  father,  it  was  now  inhabited  by 
(bangers.  I  obferved  the  diftrence  thirty 
years  had  made,  in  bringing  to  perfe&ion, 
and  coiraptir^  and  was  aftonifhed  at  the 
progre(s  of  luxury.  The  yoimg  girls  no 
'  onger  modeftly  bowed  their  heads  to  faTute 
(bangers,  but  as  1  crofled  the  ftreet,  deco- 
rated  with  the  order  of  the  blue  herring, 
boldly  ran  to  their  doors,  and  dropped  me 
a  Fiendi  curtfey.  Of  my  formerly  nume- 
rous 
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rous  family,  none  was  living  but  a  fon  of 
my  uncle  Valentine,  the  apothecary  and 
burgomafter,  and  he  was  in  great  diftrefs. 
Though  I  foiind  no  inclination  to  difcover 
myfelf,  I  fincercly  wiflied  toaffift  him,  but 
could  devife  no  means  to  do  fo  undifco- 
vered.  As  I  was  ruminating  what  manner 
I  (hould  adopt,  I  pafled  by  the  town-hall, 
and  by  chance  cafting  my  eyes  on  the  bills 

« 

pafted  up  there,  among  others  I  read  the 
following — "  Peter  Claus,  middle  aged^ 
thin,  rather  knock-kneed,  fair  haired,  in- 
clined  to  the  red,"  (the  rafcals,  what  a 
piAure  have  they  given  of  me!)  *•  fnub* 
nofed,  large  blue  eyes,  &c*  Whereas  he 
quitted  this  town  thirty  years  ago,  fince 
which  no  information  has  been  gained  oT 
him.  Not  having  appeared  in  the  three 
terms  fixed  in  our  former  decrees,  we  cite 
him  by  thefe  prefents  to  appear  before  the 

£  3  fyndic 


78  THE  GERMAN 

fyndic  of  this  town  on  the  3d  of  June  of 
this  year,  in  order  to  receive  the  bequ^rf 
his  deceafed  aunt,  Catherine  M.  conGfting 
of  the  furn  of  five  hundred  and  two  iivres, 
fijTteen  fous,  three  deniers.  In  cafe  he  docs 
not  appear  at  the  faid  term,  the  fucceflion 
devolves  to  his  coufin  german^  Henry  Va- 
lentine, as  the  nearell  relation.  Decreed 
and  figned,    year  and  month  as  under* 


written." 


•  '•  So  much  the  better,"  cried  I,  "  fo 
much  the  better.  I  will  take  care  not  to 
prefent  myfelf ;  it  will  be  a  little  fortune  for 
my  poor  coufin ;  what  would  I  give  to  wit- 
nefs  his  pleafure ! — ^Ic  was  impoflible  that  a 
Jcnight  of  the  blue  herring  could  appear 
before  the  magiftrates  of  a  fmall  town,  to 
ciaim  (uch  a  paltry  inheritance. 


On 
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On  my  return  to  Pattenfon,  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  prince  and  his  motley 
fuire  had  experienced  fuch  a  dreadful  en* 
mtij  that  one  of  the  prince's  valets*de- 
chamber  had  been  necefEtated  to  endeavour 
to  amufe  them  by  a  burlefque  defcription 
of  the  town.  This  is  the  beginning  of  his 
manufcript. 

"  Pattenfon,  according  to  M.  Bufching, 
was  formerly  called  Pattenhujen.  As  the 
ancient  name  is  longer  than  the  prefent^  it 
may  be  piefumed,  that  this  town,  which 
has  now  no  remains  of  grandeur,  was  here- 
tofore more  coniiderable,  and  that  the 
name  has  been  fliortened  in  proportion  as 
its  power  diminiflied  ;  a  laudable  piece  of 
modefty,  if  done  wiih  a  view  not  to  give 
too  high  an  idea  of  the  place  to  flrangers. 
In  effeft,  the  opinion  we  conceived  of  it,  on 

E4  our 
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our  entrance,  was  not  rery  advantageous  i 
the  inn  where  we  alighted  was  dirty  and 
inconvenient,  though  reputed  the  principal 
hotel.    The  beer  given  to  the  prince  was 

.  four,  and  not  drinkable,  and  the  wine^ 
which  they  called  French,  made  at  Bre- 
men. The  hair-drefler,  Jacques,  La- 
marque,  and  myfelf,  went  to  the  phar* 
macy,  and  aiked  for  liquors,  but  they 
could  only  fupply  us  with  brandy.  This 
building  for  the  (ale  of  medicines  is  in  a 

.  very  dirty  fituation  i  notwithftanding,  if  it 
was  furrounded  by  beautiful  edifices,  was 
larger,  well  paved,  and  ornamented  in  the 
center  by  an  obelifk,  (latue,  and  fountain, 
it  might  pafs  for  one  of  the  handfomeft  in 
Germany.  The  principal  building  is  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  which  is  remarkable  for  no- 
thing  but  the  whimfical  manner  of  its  con- 
(Irudion,  being  ancient,  gothic,  unequal, 

and 
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and  pitiful.  The<:athedral  is  near  the  fame 
place,  and  is  the  only  church  of  the  town. 
If  it  flood  upon  more  ground,  its  roof 
higher^  its  fleeple  elevated,  the  architec* 
ture  better,  the  walls  clean,  and  its  interiot: 
more  compleatly  fitted  up,  ic  might  dif* 
pute  pre-eminence  with  n^oft  of  the  Italiaii 

temples. 

—    "      •  » 

**  The  conftruftion  of  the  tower  is  vtsf 
lingular,  and  has  no  other  fault  but  beii^ 
broken,  and  its  turrets,  ddbroyed.  We 
greatly  admired  the  mechanifm  of  two 
weathercocks,  which  turned  with  each  va- 
riation of  the  wiod ;  but  what  particularly 
charmed  us  was  the  town  mufidan  found* 
ing  his  trumpet  from  the  top  of  the  tower^ 
and  having  no  colleague^  he  laboured  with 
fuch  zeal  and  ardor,  that  his  cheeks  were 
difcoloured  from  extenfion. 

E  5  !•  We 
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"  We  went  on  the  parade^  where  the 
%fat  was  not  Cidgued  by  the  glaie  of  a 
quantity  of  arms,  being  compoied  of  only 
fix  men.    We  had  alfo  a  defire  to  view  the 
five  fiefs  mentioned  in  M.  Bufching's  geo- 
graphy; but  greatly  regretted  not  being 
able  to  fee  the  caftles  and  economical  build* 
ings,  for  this  very  eflential  leafon,  that 
there  were  none.    Time  and  the  ravages  of 
war  had  deftroyed  them :  one  only  of  tbefe 
fiefe  was  in  a  good  date ;  the  buildings,  it 
is  true,  were  c^  wood,  doubtlefs  ftone  and 
bricks  were  fcarce,  as  they  are  in  feve* 
lal  countries  in  Germany.    The  proprietor 
of  this  manor,  and  of  (bme  others  in  the 
neighbourhood,  conformable  to  the  cuf- 
torn  c^  German  gentlemen,  inherited  the 
eftate  loaded  with  debts  and  mortgages : 
for  nineteen  years  pad,  he  had  given  up 
part  of  his  revenue  totiifcharge  ^em ;  him* 

felf 


#' 
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fbif  being  abfent,  and  waiting  in  another 
country  for  the  fortunate  moment  when  he 
iliould  be  free.     He  was  accufed  with  this 
as  a  fault ;  he  lived  too  privately,  employed 
liimfelf totally  with  his  family;  his  man- 
nets  were  too  fimple,  his  table  too  frugal, 
his  conduft  too  regular,  his  life  too  uni- 
form^ and  his  occupations  frivolous,  for  he 
educated    his    own    children,    compofed 
books,  and  when  he  travelled,  did  it  only 
to  acquire,  knowledge ;  interefted  himfelf 
no  farther  about  the  produce  of  his  lands, 
than  to  appropriate  the  greater  part  of  it 
to  difcharge  the  incumbrance  the  impru- 
dence of  his  forefathers  had  entailed  on  the 
eftate.      This   condudt  appeared  fingular 
and  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  his  lefs  con- 
fiderate  neighbours,  who  looked  on  him  as 
a  whimfical  charafter/' 

E  6  This 
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This  fiagmcnt  of  the  valet-de  diam- 
Ik's  nanuicript  is  doubtlefe  fuffident — 
We  ddayed  but  a  Ihort  time  at  Pattenfon, 
and  pioceeded  on  our  journey  as  foon  as 
the  coach  was  repaired. 


CHAP. 
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Conthwation  of  the  I'ravels. 

X  JTY  endeavours  during  the  whole  jour- 
-*-^-*^  ney  was  to  diredk  the  attention  of 
the  prince  to  objcAs  on  which  the  great 
feldom  deign  to  look.   In  Germany  I  made 
him  obferve  the  diverfity  of  governments 
adopted  by  the  different  fovereigns,  fome 
of  whom,  in  fmall  principalities,  are  ruled 
^ith  fuch  wife  benevolence,  that  they  de- 
fervcdly  met  the  love  and  the  bleffings  of 
their  fubjedts,  and  the  admiration  of  ftran- 
gers.     Other  mafters  of  a  confiderable  ftate 
were  loft  in  floth  and  careleffnefs;  regard- 
lefs   of   their  aftions,    incautious   in   the 
choice   of  their  favourites,  without  prin- 
ciples, bad  ecoQomifts,  ar.d,  notwitl^fiand* 

ing 
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ing  their  defpotifhij  which  forces  the  ap- 
pearance of  re{ped,  are  defpifed^  fpoken  of 
as  weak  men,  and  tranfmitted  to  poftericy 
in  books  which  truly  defcribe  their  littk 
worth. 

I  laughed  at  the  &l(e  (piendor  of  dioic 
courts  who  endeavour  to  Ihine  by  luxury 
and  grandeur.  His  highnefs  liflened  tome 
with  attention^  joined  the  laugh,  and  eafily 
difcovered  the  mote  in  the  eye  of  his  col- 
leagues, faying  with  the  phariiee,  '*  I  thank 
thee,  oh,  my  God,  that  I  am  not  like  thefe 
men/'  My  cares  were  ufelefs^  and  I  foon 
became  weary  of  preaching  morals,  that 
were  never  attended  to,  and  infenfibly  ac- 
cuftomed  myielf  to  the  follies  of  the  great. 

We  vifited  feveral  cities,  without  feeing 
any  thing  but  theatres,  parades,  balls,  and 

proceffions. 
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proceflions.  The  prince  honored  me  with 
a  perufal  of  his  journal ;  it  particularly  con-^ 
tained  a  defcription  of  buildings,  regula-' 
tions  of  different  amufements,  hunting 
dreflesy  Englifh  gardens,  and  other  objeds 
of  equal  importance,  which  he  refolved  to 
imitate  or  introduce  at  his  return.  My 
hjur  flood  upright,  when  I  computed  the 
immenfe  fum  thefe  new  arrangements  would 
coft. 

In  fpeaking  of  Englifh  gardens,  I  cannot 
pafs  over  in  filence  the  ridiculous  plans,  of 
that  kind  which  I  met  with  in  Germany. 
I  (aw  fome  where  the  beauty  of  Nature  was 
deftroyed  to  reprefent  entire  kingdoms  in 
miniature ;  mountains  between  which  there 
was  hardly  room  to  walk;  rivers  where  a 
large  pike  could  not  turn  himfelf  without 
the  afliftance  of  a  man  hired  for  the  pur- 

pofe. 
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pofe,  who  obliged  him  to  make  a  finall  cir« 
cumference,  for  fear  he  (hould  overturn 
with  his  tail  the  Indian  palaces  and  Cbinefe 
pavilions  which  ornamented  the  banks  oi 
the  river. 

For  my  own  part»  I  attached  myfelf  par* 
ticularly  to  obferve  the' manners  and  cba- 
rafters  of  the  different  people  ;  it  was  ever 
my  fevourite  iludy.  The  iineft  diamond^ 
the  mofl  curious  foreign  plant,  the  mod 
inftruftive  book,  or  the  moft  curious 
work  of  the  ftate,  never  interefted  me 
equal  to  the  conunerce  of  mankind ;  I  have 
frequently  gained  more  knowledge  from  an 
hour's  difcourfe  with  a  fool  or  an  ideot,. 
than  from  reading  twenty  pages  of  philo- 
fophy.  Unhappy  is  he  who  does  not  g^ 
advantage  from  every  converfation. 

We 
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Wc  remained  eight  days  at  M.  I  ufually 
walked  out  before  (even  in  the  morning, 
and  frcquendy  pafled  by  a  houfe  where  I 
always  heard  the  mod  plaintive  lamema* 
tions  at  that  hour.  It  excited  my  curiofity, 
and  I  defired  a  perfon,  who  well  knew  the 
city*  giving  an  exaft  defcription  of  the 
fituation  of  the  houfe,  to  enquire  what 
misfortune  could  occafion  thofe  forrowful 
coniplaints.  He  fmiled,  and  immediately 
explained  the  myftery.  "  It  is,"  faid  he, 
<^  the  houfe  of  the  councilor  Sanderftein; 
he  was  a  year  in  England,  and  is  a  great 
admirer  of  Roiifleau's  method  of  education, 
ivhich  he  iniifts  upon  having  followed  in 
his  houfe.  Unhappily  his  children  are  na- 
turally weakly  ;  but  regardlefs,  of  that,  the 
hour  when  you  hear  the  complaints  is  the 
time  when  he  caufes  thofe  miferable  vic- 
tims of  the  new  fyftem  to  be  plunged  in 

cold 
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cold  water,  in  fpitc  of  their  entreaties  or 
complaints  In  winter  their  (hivcrings,  and 
the  chattering  of  their  teeth,  may  be  heard 
at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  hoiiies; 
from  one  year's  end  to  another  the  whole 
family  are  afflidled  with  colds." — ^^  Singu- 
lar madnefs,*'  exclaimed  I,  *^  what  ftrai^ 
things  does  one  hear  and  fee  in  travelling.'' 

In  all  the  towns  the  nobility  thought 
they  h^d  a  tight  to  plague  us,  and  from  the 
moment  of  our  arrival  crowded  about  the 
prince,  preventing  him  from  feeing  men 
from  whom  he  might  have  gained  informa- 
tion, fuch  as  the  merchant,  mechanic,  or 
artift  ;  a  mifplaced  zeal  that  gave  me  great 
vexation.  In  the  fmalleft  villages  difiference 
of  rank  was  mod  tenadouily  obferved, 
and  two  or  three  families  of  nobility  pre- 
ferred  gaping  or  playing  at  cards  together, 

through 
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through  the  day,  to  inftruAing  tliemfelves 
in  amufing  circles  of  enlightened  and  un- 
derftanding  traders.     This  diftinftion  of 
rank  ftruck  us,  particularly  in  the  free  ci- 
ties of  the  empire.   The  commercial  houfes 
pofleflcd  not  only  immenfe  wealth,  but  alfo 
real  tafte ;  their  owners  having  wit  and  un- 
dcrftanding,    with  agreeable  and   refined 
manners,  yet  nobles  widiout  fortune  de- 
tach themfelves  from  fuch  fociety,    and 
form  feparate  circles,  endeavouring  to  at- 
tradl  all  ftrangers  of  rank  to  (hare  their  dif- 
guft  and  wearinefs.    Were  a  perfon  to  exa- 
mine into  the  origin  of  the  nobility  that 
compofc  thefc  aflcmblies,  a  great  number 
of  them  would  be  found,  men  in  the  fame 
predicament  with  his  excellency  the  prime 
minifter  Claus  de  Claufbach,  or  elfe  who 
had  purchafed  the  honor  of  placing  two 
letters  before  their  names  5  perhaps,  men 

whofc 
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whoie  mothers  had  appertained  to  tbo& 
commercial  families  which  they  now  de- 
fpifed,  and  had  by  large  fortunes  enaUed 
their  fathers  to  fuftain  the  dignity  of  tbeif 
birth,  and  live  in  iplendor. 

His  highnefs  never  lofl  fight  of  his  new* 
founded  academies,  on  which  account  we 
did  not  n^led  honoring  in  all  places  learn- 
ed men  and  authors  by  our  auguft  pre- 
ience ;  but,  good  Heaven !  what  beings 
did  we  fometimes  meet  with.  I  weU  knew 
it  would  be  unjuft  to  expeA  that  a  man 
who  has  acquired  reputation  by  his  writ* 
ings,  (hould  fpeak  only  in  (entences,  utter 
nothing  but  fine  maxims,  interefting  cir« 
cumftances,  or  extraordinary  and  fublime 
information.  He  may  be  taken  at  an  hour 
when  out  of  temper,  fick,  or  his  mind  dif- 
ferently employed ;  all  which  wife  men  are 

fubjeft 
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CuhjeSi  to  as  well  as  other  mortals :  it  is 
expefting  too  much  to  require  them  to 
make  the  mod  common  fubjedts  brilliant. 
No  one  expedb  a  dancing-mafter,  as  he 
traveries   the  ilreet,  to  walk  only  in  the 
bounce^  Hide,  entercbat   or  pirouette  ftep. 
An  author,  on   the  contrary,  who  enjoys 
any  reputation,  is  daily  expofed  to  the  in- 
convenience of   receiving    tircfome  vifits 
from  people  who  do  not  intereil  him,  whole 
converiation  is  frequently  infipid,  and  who 
think  they  do  him  great  honor  in  paying 
him  grofs  and  fulfome  cohipliments,  en- 
deavouring to  (hew  themfelves  in  the  beft 
point  of  view,  and  gain  his  good  word,  in 
order  that  they  may  boail  their  acquaint- 
ance with  a  celebrated  charadtier.     On  the 
other  fide,  there  are  a  great  number  of 
learned  men  who  are  infupportable  compa- 
nions ;  at  leaft  we  met  with  many  that  were 

fuch 
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fuch  in  our  travels  5  feme  whofe  lives  wea 
irregular,  their  manners  vile,  without  or- 
der or  economy  in  their  affairs,  erroneous 
in  the  government  and  education  of  their 
families ;  condu£t  that  occafions  us  to  fet 

-    a 

little  (lore  by  the  fcience  of  a  man,  when 
unaccompanied  by  the  exerciie  of  thofc  vir- 
tues that  (hould  principally  dire&  it,— 
Others,  charmed  with  their  oun  talents, 
defpiHng  all  competitorfhip,  flandering 
every  branch  of  human  knowledge  them- 
felves  do  not  cultivate,  owning  no  merii 
but  their  own,  ever  talking  of  what  they 
eftimate  the  central  point  of  wifdom,  and 
adonifhed  that  any  one  fhould  be  unac- 
quainted with  it.  The  profound  {jpecula- 
tions  of  certain  learned  men  have  made 
them  negligent  of  that  politenefs  of  man- 
ners and  exterior,  without  which  they  aft 
difpleafing  to  fociety;  difgufting  in  their 

drcfs; 
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drefs,  rude  in  their  manners,   infupport- 
able   egotifts — all  confpire  to  make  them 
(hunned.    In  a  word,  few  learned  men  add    ' 
tofcienccjuilnefs  of  thought,  uprightnels    ' 
of  heart,  poiitenefs  of  manners,  mildnefs  of 
temper,  fine  tafte,  wife  conduft,  conftant 
induftry,  labours  ufeful  to  humanity,  the    * 
exercife  of  domeftic  duties,  the  pradice  of   ^ 
fbcial  virtue,     modefly,    chearfulnefs,    a    \ 
knowledge  of  men,  and  the  manners  of  the 
great  v/orld. 

From  Bonn  we  went  to  Treves  and  Lux- 
emburg ;  from  whence  we  crofled  a  part  of 
Champaigne,  Verdun,  Chalons  fur  Marne, 
Meaux,  and  from  Meaux  went  by  the  way 
of  Charenton  to  the  gay  and  voluptuous 
city  of  Paris.  The  caprice  of  the  prince 
^determined  this  route. 

The 
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The  valet*de-chambre  and  bair-drefler 
preceded  us  in  a  cabriolet.  A  French  pofti- 
lion  from  Meaux  drove  fo  unikilfully,  that 
he  overturned  them :  happily,  however,  nei- 
ther received  any  damage.  After  the  man 
had  unharnefled  his  horfes,  he  cried  out, 
•*  Walk  out,  gentlemen,  walk  out,  there 
is  nothing  more  to  fear/'  It  is  certain  they 
could  fall  no  lower.  When  they  had  quit- 
ted the  carris^e,  he  added^  '<  God  be  pndf- 
ed,  you  are  fafe  and  found ;  1  defy  you  to 
be  overturned  with  greater  addrefs.  The 
Devil  take  me,  if  you  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a  German  dog,  but  you  would 
have  had  enough  to  make  you  remember  it 
all  the  days  of  your  life." 

We  went  a  good  pace ;  the^  weather  was 
hot ;  and  his  highnefs  having  a  flight  heaciU 
ache,  determined  not  to  enter  into  the  tu- 
multous 


CIV  BLAS.  97 

tnultuous  city  of  Paris  until  the  next 
mornrng ;  we  therefore  pafied  the  night  at 
Vinccnnes. 

Arriving  there  early^  I  wiftied  to  view  the 
porcelain  manufadtory;  the  Count  dc 
LfOhfeldt  teflified  the  fame  defire,  and  we 
quitted  the  inn  with  intention  to  repair 
there.  As  we  went  out,  we  perceived  a 
crowd  of  jpeople  round  a  little  public 
houfe;  curious  to  learn  the  caufe,  I  en« 
quired  of  the  fpedtators ;  they  informed  me 
that  one  of  thofe  unhappy  women,  votaries 
of  debauchery,  with  which  Paris  fwarms, 
had  the  preceding  evening  left  that  great 
theatre  of  vice,  to  feek  her  fortune  elfe- 
where;  having  reached  Vincennes,  (he 
could  no  longer  fuflain  the  agonies  of  a 
roalady,  the  common  confequence  of  fuch  a 
life,  and  fell  fenfelefs  in  a  fainting  fit  before 

VOL.  in.  F  the 
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tbe  door  of  the  little  ion.  On  recofering, 
flie  entreated  the  hoft,  by  all  that  he  held 
moft  (acred,  to  give  her  a  lodging  for  two 
days,  at  the  fkme  time  taking  a  ring  from 
off  her  fingelr,  and  ofiering  it  as  a  recom- 
pence  for  rendering  her  this  laft  (ervice.— - 
^^  I  am  the  mod:  unhappy  of  creaturesiy" 
cried  (he,  *'  perhaps  fome  few  hoiirs  hence, 
you  may  fee  me  at  the  end  of  a  life,  which 
fince  my  fird  £iult  has  been  but  a  conti- 
nuation of  errors  and  crimes,  bred  fr<Hn 
each  other,  and  of  which  I  repent  too  late. 
Perfecuted  by  fete,  abandoned  by  God  and 
man,  tormented  by  the  remorfe  of  an  agi* 
tated  confcience,  I  have  no  afliftance  to 
expcft  5  I  liave  nothing  of  value  left,  no 
lefoucce  but  this  ring — Alas !  how  ftrongly 
docs  it  x^proach  me  for  my  guilt ;  I  have 
no  hope  but  foon  to  reach  the  end  of  my 
(brrows ;  and  even  that  laft  hope  is  embii* 

tered 
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lathis  dneadfal  fituation^  the  inn-keepef 
had  the  barbarity  to  demand  of  this  unfor* 
tunate  creature,  who  breathed  with  the  ut^ 
mod  difficulty,  fince  tlie  efibft  (he  had  niade 
in  her  felf-accufation,  to  relate  the  hiftory 
of  her  life.    She  exerted  all  the  ftrcngth 
which  the  pangs  of  death  would  permit,  to 
latisfy  his  cruel  requeft  i  the  recital  moved 
his  compaffion;    he  took    the  ring,  and 
tiragged  tfye  unhappy  victim  of  libertinifm 
into  a  damp  liable,  where  (he  died  this 
morning,  on  a  trafs  of  ftraw,  in  moft  dread- 
ful convulfions.     The  hoft  wifhed  to  inter 
the  cold  remains  in  confecrated  ground, 
but  the  prieft  of  the  place,  faithful  to  the 
dbfurd  law  in  that  cafe,  declared  that .  he 
would  not  fuffcr  the  body  of  the  (inner  to 

Fa  be 
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be  laid  ki  holy  earth.  Tbeiy  are  now  goiog 
to  take  her  remains  on  a  hurdle  in  the  moft 
diftionourable  maimer  (if  an  inaniaiate 
corpfe  can  fuffer  Ihame)  and  bury  her  in 
fome  fpoc  far  remote  from  the  bones'  of 
thofe  who  repofe  widi  the  benediftions  of 
the  church.  This  was  the  occafion  of  the 
crowd* 

As  I  love  to  hear  the  recitals  of  the  fbr- 
rows  of  mankind,  I  defired  the  hoft  to 
communicate  the  deplorably  hiftory  of  this 
unhappy  viftim  of  vice.  He  did  (b  with 
all  the  prolix  eloquence  common  to  the 
French ;  but  I  (hall  fpare  the  reader  the 
beautiful  (imilies  that  adorned  his  nana* 

tion ;  this  is  the  exuraft. A  nobleman, 

on  leaving  Copenhagen,  feduced  the  girl, 
and  took  her  to  Paris,  where  he  kept  her 
as  a  miflrefs.  When  he  left  her^  (he  found 

herfelf 


Iierfclf  reduced  to  the  unhappy  necefiity  '6f 
Ticlding  pufclicfy  to  vices  (hci  would'  havtf 
blufhed  to  commit^  m  fccrcf.  '  Viftim  of 
the  ilcHirge*  ^vhich  is  the  co»fequeftce  of  li-- 
bemniTrn,  and  accufed  of  propstga^ting  ther 
itvil,  Ifeifwason  the  point  of^Ming  into 
the  hands  of  the  police  r  (he -laved  herfelf 

by  flight,  left  Paris,  and  dropped  at  Vin- 

•         .     .     ... 

Pennies. 

Good  Heaven  f  what  horror  did  I  expe- 
rience, when  on  looking  at  the  ring,  whicb 

•  •  '       • 

the  innkeeper  held  in  his  hand,  I  recolleft* 

ed  it  for  that  which  I  had  given^  to  the  Sieiir 
de  Ltppeville  at  Copenhagen.  I  recalled  to' 
my  memory  the  falutary  advice  that  accbm'« 
panied  my  prefent,  and  grieved  that  ic 
had  been  fruitlefs.  Doubtlefs,  thought  f, 
Ber  father  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  the* 
miferies  that  have  overwhelmed  her.    My 

F  3  eyes 
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eyes  ftrayed  for  a  momenc  t^n  the  iiiftm-» 
msktc  corpfe,  disfiguitd  by  the  deadly  poiibh 
9f  vice^  The  image  of  the  Creator  had 
diOippeaEed  from  her  featiues;  her  fbrr<« 
head  no  k>nger  bore  the  feal  ^t  fiamp* 
the  wosks  of  the  Divinity— Wl^  dtes  not 
that  happy  time  laft^  which  ttaa  ei^oys  ift 
the  days  of  youth  ^  when  hcAy  insocetice 
(hines  ia<  its  full  fpleador^  when  his  heart  is 
pure,  and  peace,  repo(e>  and  happiae&j. 
fix  viduc  on  bis  exigence  i 

Wkh  what  diSeKnt  kieaswaa I  agitated,. 
when  I  thought  tihat  a  moment^  a  gfauice^ 
one  unruly  deiire,  one  free  kx^^  were  fre- 
quently the  cau&  of  rum,  drawing  us  into 
a  ftate  of  £brrow,  mi&ry,  tears,,  repentance^ 
-    and  cvcrlaftmg  perdition  !-*- What  are  the- 
I    barriers  to  oppofe  i^e  progrefs  of  vice  ^ 
,    Vigilance  and  pcayer^    Will  they  ever  b^ 
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recommended  in  vain  ?  I  bought  the  ring^   ' 
•  at  a  high  price,  referving  it  as   a  treafure, 
which  I  rcfolvod  to  ufe  in  the  education  of 
my  children.     I   will  produce  it  when  I 
wifli  to  enforce  the  neceflity  of  Dying  floth> 
and  the  firmnefs  with  which  we  Ihould  per- 
£^ere  in  good  refolutions.     It  will  (hew 
the  danger  of  giving*  way  to  our  paflions^ 
the  facility  with  which  youth  may  be  fe>* 
duced/  and  the  rapid  progrefs  from  virtue 
to  vice.    I  did  not  inform  the  Count  Loh* 
feldt  of  the  cauie  of  my  emotion ;  he  would 
have  been  unmoved.    The  body  of  the  un- 
fortunate girl  was  buried,  and  we  returned 
without  feeing  the  porcelain  manufadory. 


F  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Riturnfrom  the  Journey.  Cabals  of  the  Cmrf. 
Converfation  on' the  Sid/eSI. 

T  HAVE .  dwelt  too  long  on  our  travels ; 
•*•  I  fii^d  it  myfelf.  Wc  recumcd  happily 
to  the  prince's  refid^nce  in  the  month  t)£ 
June. 

'*  Well,  friend  Peter/'  laid  Re}xrberg, 
feme  rime  after  my  retijrn,  and  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  my  fpoufe,  '*  am  I  yet  at  liberty  to 
Ipeak  plain  truths  to  your  excellency^  and 
offer  my  advice  without  difguife  ?" 

*VWhy  not,  my  dear  Louis/'  replied  I, 
<«  thou  knoweft  I  thankfully  receive  the 
councils  of  %  friend." 


-  Reyerherg.  Of  that  1  am  not  quite  cer-^^ 
tain  :  1  have  frequently  hearcf  thecobferve" 
that  we  (hould  never  advertifc  a  wife  man^ 
cff  his  ^ultSy  but  fuppofe  that  his  owm 
knowledge  would  in  time  remark, .  and  if* 
poffible,  correct  them'.» 

Clause.  You  give  a  wrong  intetpretadoti' 
to  my  words.    If  I  ikid  fo^  I  doubtlcft' 
meant  capital  foibles^  fucfa  as  thoie  predo^^ 
nainant  paflions  f^om  whidb  none^f  us  are^ 
exempt;  in  that  cafe,  I  think  I  haH  leafon 
to  maintain  it  would  be  imprudent  to  teize' 
a  man  about  whst  he- certainly  khew^  long; 
fince,  but  thatifbme  invincible  obf&iclehai* 
prevented  him  corre&ingy  while  thnfe  paf« 
(ions  maintain  their«anpirer    Oiii.the;con4 
trary,  fliodid  it  be  fome  trifling  etror^  ot~ 
common  imprudence,. where  is  the  man « 

R5  .  thar 
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thai  WoulVl  not  willmgly  liftert  to  thetciTdcf 
votcc  of  frtendihip  ? 

ILyerier^.  Notwhhftadding,  rliy  friend, 
you  will  iK>t  di&Uow  having  affiitaed  onr 
differoit  occaCons,  that  we  ought  ever  tO' 
refrain  cenfuring  the  adtion  of  a  fage  ;*  and 
that  if  we  erer  fow  fain)  hop  on  one  leg, 
while  the  teft  of  the  world  ufcd  two,  we 
Q>culd  keep  a  refpedful  iilence^  and  h% 
convinced  that  he  had  fomc  fufficient  rea-» 
fon  for  adopting  fuch  a'  whtmfical  ftep. 

Qans.  I  find  that  in  your  presence  I  muft 
be  careful  how  I  advance  any  thing  that 
can  be  turned  into  paradox.  You  temem* 
berall,  without  placing  it  in  the  proper 
point  of  view,  and  doubtlefs  think,  becaufe 
you  have,  fnacched  the  fcabbard,  that  you 
poliefs  the  fword  to  turn  againft  myfdf. 

Reyerbcrg. 
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Keyerberg.  If  you  fpeak  in  that  manner^, 
my  friend,  1  will  ceafe  a  conyerfation  tliat 
gives  offence. — ^Buc  no  ^  was  I  affured  to 
awake  thy  utmoft  anger,  I  am  decermined 
Yo  meet  it.  Thy  native  goodnefa  of  heart 
would  ibon  (hew  thee  the  purity  of  my  in« 
tentions  ^  nay,  even  fuppoie  my  folicitude 
fer  thy  happinefsy  carrying  me  too  far,  pre* 
fented  danger  where  there  was  really  none. 

I  m^ft  here  tranfcribe  the  important  con- 
veriation  that  pafled  between  my  friend^ 
my  wife,  and  fe!f.  Whatever  little  fakh'l 
then  placed  in  it,  I  however  foon  after  knew 
its  truth  and  judice. 

Reyerberg  ccxntinued — ^^  I  will  infbfnDi 
you  of  my  fears,  and  without  being  a  pro* 
phet^  forete],  that  you  will  not  long  mam« 
lain  the  rank  which  you  now  hold. 

F  6  Madami 
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Madame  dc  Claujbacb.  indeed!  your  pte« 
didion  is  alarmiiigf— » 

Reyerberg.  And  wil}^  I  am  fure,  be  ac- 
coniplKhed  j  for  which  I  return  my  finccre^ 
thanks  to  HeaveB.  I  (hould  Cecretly  tremble- 
,  fox  thee,  had  I  not  that  hope  :  who  wouldc 
heiitate  in  the  choice  ?  On  one  fide,  thoir 
^'iXi  preferve.  thy  virtue,,  candour,  and  pro- 
bicy»  for  thou  wouldft  foon  quit  this  great 
theatre  when  unemployed..  On  the  other 
band  thou  wilt  be  dragged  along  by  the 
torrent  of  comiption,.  which  would- fir  ft  de« 
grade,  and  at  length  overwhelm  thee. 

Madame  de  Clavjbach.  No,  1  am  con- 
vinced of  the  integrity 'of  my  hulbaod^  his- 
goodnefs  of  heart  is  unalterable^ 

Reyerberg.  Can  you  anfwer  for  that,  ma* 
dam? 


H^ladimedc  Cldujbach.  Witb  the  uunoft. 
certainty. 

Claus^  And  the  idea  of  relihquilhing  my 
lank  to  prefeiwc  my  virtue  cannot:  aiBiiffe 
me.  If,  notwitfaftanding  the  purity  of  my 
iacentions».  I  (hould  meet  an  ungrateful  re«^ 
turn,  be  calunniiated^  and  repaid  wiih  inT 
gratitude^  I  (hall  however  not  repent  hav»- 
uig  done  all  the  good  in  my  power« 

Reyerberg.  Ceafe,  my  friend ;  fuffer  m<l 
tt>  continue  without  interruption. 

Claus.  We  are  all  attention. 

Reyerberg.  The  manners  of  the  court  arc 
already  familiar  to  you  j,  ever  affable^  mild, 
and  condefcending,  no  one  believes  fuch 
behaviour  to  beotherwife  than  the  ^ifed 

of 


I  of  art.     When  you  would  a^oid  giving  ztt 

y  anfwer,  you  aiiedl  to  be  thinking  of  fonie* 

*    thing  elfe.     Other  times  you  aik  fix  quef- 

,   lions  without  waking  a  reply  to  one ;  this 

is*  done,  in  order  to  conceal  the  part  you 

^  take  in  what  is  pafTmg.     Again^   you  pay 

\  flattering  compliments  with  deliberate  cool- 

1   ncfs,    or  fpeak  of  trifles   with  beat — ^fre- 

\  quent  y  you  appear  to  be  confidering  the 

\  affairs  of  flate,  when  in  reality  you  are  only 

\  counting  the  diihes  at  tabk  ;  or  ^metimes^ 

I  trying  with  the  favourite's  parrot,  you  af» 

\  fume  the  gravity  of  thinking  of  the  good 

of  the  nation.     Are  not  all  thefe  figns  of 

your  progrefs  in  falfebeod  ?  Did  you  not 

know  the  value  of  pr<ibity  and  virtue,  or 

did  you  want  experience)  or  was  at  the 

age  of  imprudence,  your  fpo^  might 

be  miftaken  in  her  affirmatioa  ^  for  I  think 

it  very  poiSbIe>  that  bem  a  conftaat  cuf- 

torn 
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f dttf  of  difllimulationv  you  miglit  lofe  your 
ilarural  franknefs*  and  honor.  Notwith^ 
ftanding,'  I  do'  not  fear  thefe  dangers  ;  I 
trufl  to  your  candour  and  attachment  t(> 
virtue^  and  what  b  yet  morft,  am  tho*-^ 
roughly  convinced  chat  your  fall  wHl  be 
confumntsted  before  your  heart  can  be  ca- 
tircly  eorruptedr 

C/auf.  One  rn^hd  be  led  to  bdieve  from 
thy  ajfTenions,  that  thou  hadft  difcovered 
Ibme  plot  agamft  me. 

Rrferbifg.  In  all  timej  have  not  the  * 
Uricked  leagued  againft  the  good ;  thefe  s 
plots  are  as  ancient  as  the  world ;  as  a  calm 
fpeditor,  I  fee  many  things  which  necefla* 
rily  efcape  you,  and  during  your  abfence 
made  fome  difcoveries  which  greatly 
aburmed  me.    Believe  me,  my  fiiend,  the 

wifeft 
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wifeft  flep  you:  can^  take  is  to  quit  thit 
ftormy  Tea  06  politics  while  you  can  vnth 
Konour.  Retire  from  tfais^  whirlpool  of 
folly,  which  will  drag .  you  to  ruin ;  re* 
Bounce  the  miferable  vanity  of  wearing  gilt 
chains,  throw  from  you  the  vain-glorious 
decoration  that*  marks  your  ilavery.  For^ 
tune  has- bleffedyou' with  her.  favours^  em«^ 
ploy  them  topurchafe  an  eftate,  where  you 
may  pafs  the  remainder  of  life  in  tranqui*' 
\  Yity i  happineis  is^in  the  country;  there; 
far  from  the  tiunult>  of::  cities  and  the  bct- 


I 


tion  of  courts,,  you  will  be  bleft  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  your  family.    TheL  fepasatioii  to- 
me will  be  painful ;.  but  I  advife  you  as  a* 
fincore  fnend ;  I  may  refift  court  intrigues^ 
for  the  dorm  that  tears  up  the  oak  f|iaresv 
the  frail  reed;. 
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Cleats.  I  well  know  it^  my  dear  Louis  ; 
but  I  will  fuAam  the  (hock  of  the  tempeft> 
in  order  to  fulfil  the  duties  incumbent  oa 
me* 

Reyerkerg.  Believe  me,  my  friend  j  the 
people  whom  you  load,  with  benefadions 
have  no  gratitude  in  their  hearts,  but  laugh 
to  find  you  fb  eafily  deceived.  For  example, 
the  Count  de  Lohfeldt  is  the  mofl  vile  and 
defpicable  of  beings ;  he  is  a  fpy  on  all  thy 
afbions^  employed  by  the  prefident  Melh-  * 
feldt,  and  captive  to  the  fine  eyes  of  his  ^ 
niece — How  could  you  give  your  friend- 
fhip  to  fuch  a  man*— you  that  boad  a 
knowledge  of  mankind  ?  I  no  fooner  faw 
him,  than  I  difcovered  that  he  had  a  bad 
heart.  Thofe  you  have  raifed  to  the  cham- 
ber of  domains  are  not  more  attached  ta 
you  >  (I  believe  you  may  except  myfelf )) 

their 


114  TH£  GERMAN 

their  fouls  are  venal,  and  full  of  duplicity ; 
to-day>  in  profpcrity,  your  humble  fer- 
yant;  and  to-morrow,  in  adverficy,  the 
firft  to  furnifh  arms  to  hallen  your  &1L 

CldHS^  This  informatton  is  not  new  to 
me  ;  could  you  eirer  think  I  trufted  ia  fucb 
charafleri  ?  Ncver^  my  dear  Xjoois  f  I  ex- 
pe£t  little  from  grathode.  Mea  are  fbols» 
and  I  well  know- 


f 
\ 


Reyerhirg.    And  ase  you  wtUiog  died 
that  fods  lixould  play  on  ytu  ? 

Clous.  If  they  are  my  equals^  why  not  I 
Notwithftanding,  they  do  not  play  on  me, 
for  1  am  noc  decewed«  In  the  wosid  we 
aU  aft  for  ourfelves,  and  labotu*  to  acquire- 
what  we  think  happinefs  or  pleafure.  My 
predominant  wi£h  is  to  do  good;,  it  there- 
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toTt  becomes  my  biteteft  and  fcU<tiiyy  ani 
I  give  myfelf  no  ttneafitiefe  about  the  ob-» 
jc&s  of  my  b«nevoIence.  When  I  am  rc^ 
paid  with  ingratinide,  I  l^ogh»  and  think 
no  more  of  it ;  if  they  again  ftand  in  need 
cf  my  affiftaaeC)  (h^^rcfuch  U  my  fdet^ 
palliate  their  want  of  gratitude  with  frivo^ 
lous  and  defpicable  excuies.  I  feign  to 
believe  them»  while  my  wife  laments  my 
apparent  blindnefs^  yet  am  ]  not  their 
dupe  ',  I  liftcn  to  the  flatterer  with  the  ap« 
pearance  of  kindnefs,  affift  binii  a  fecond 
time,  tlioiigh  wcll^  aflufed  of  his  finlfehood 
when  he  no  longer  IVand^  in  need  of  gay 
Itelp.  ThiS)  I  allow^  is^my  fyftem,^  and  it 
smufes  me. 

Madame-  de  ClauJBacb.  Yes,  it  fs  mihap*^ 
pily  your  method,  and  has  given  me  great 
iaaq^uictudc  and  torment :  how  often  •  have 

1  grieved: 
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I  grieved  to  fee  you  fiKrrificing  your  healtfry 
ud^goii^  youffetf^  for  thofe  whom  f 
was  afllired  would  pay  you  witb  the  mcit 
odious^tngrarttude  and  cakimny^ 

Qattu  Oby  it  is  ibc  cdmmofi  way  of  tbe 
world* 

4. 

Reyerberg.  Trtie,  my  friend;  and  at 
kngth.  it  Will  Tender  thee  to  obdurate,  that 
thy  heart  wiH  be  as  hard  as  the  back  of  i 
poft-horfe,  who  carries  every  one  indilcri* 
minately ;  otherwife  thy  heart,  naturally 
fenfibk,  will  fiiakc  off  its  lethargic  habit., 
and  feel  <foably  the  muhiplled  wounds  it 
has  received  ;  then,  concentep^  in  thyfel^ 
thou  wHt  become  a  gloomy,  taciturne  mi.> 
fimtbrope,  and  refrain  from  every  aftion  of 
benevolence.. 
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Ckms.  Thofe  are  chains  I  do  not  fear* 

Reyerberg.  It  will  happen,  notwithftand- 
ing;  and  do  you  reckon  as  nothing  the 
(acrifice  of  health  for  a  (late  which  another 
could  fupply  as  well  as  yourfelf. 

Clous.  At  leail  you  mufl  confefs,  that  I 
do  lefs  harm  than  another  might  do  in  my 
iituation. 

Reyerberg.  A  weighty  confideraticMi  truly.' 
Thus  the  man  born  to  be  a  general  mull 
remain  a  grenadier^  becaufe  he.  thinks  an* 
other  that  might  replace  him  would  run 
away. 

Clause  Thy  obfervatio;is  are  not  juft.— •' 
Belides,.  I  confefs,  the  fplendor  which  fur- 
rounds 
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Rtytrberg.  Will  he  always  fufficiently 
feel  bis  own  interefl  to  be  fenfible  of  that  ? 
Thou  wilt  not  perceive  the  ftorm  till  it 
burfts  over  thee — ^Princes  eafily  learn  to 
feign ;  the  w^keft  defpot  is  ikilful  in  that 
art,  for  does  he  not  ftudy  at  court  ?  Ah^ 
my  friend,  (hould  it  crulh  thee»  my  heart 
would  bleed ;  thou  would  then  too  late  re- 
proach thyfelf^  and  grieve  that  thofe  bright 
days  had  efcaped  in  which  thou  mightil 
have  (heltered  thyfelf  from  envy,  and  in  a 
narrow  but  happy  circle  difpenfed  good  to 
thy  fellow  creatures. 

Claus.  Where  will  you  find  a  fphere  in 
which  the  aftive  man  is  free  from  envy  ? 
In  your  enthuilafin,  you  fpeak  of  impolfi- 
biliiies.  What  ftate  of  life  is  not  embit- 
tered by  the  injustice  of  mankind  ? 

Reycrber^. 
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Madame  de  Clau/b4cb.  And  is  not  that, 
my  dear  friend,  the  fird  ftep  that  leads  to« 
wards  hatred  ? 

Reyerberg.  He  is  not  feriou9--Charmcd 
with  his  own  fyilem^  he  endeavours  to 
make  it  appticaUe  to  all$  but  tell  me 
what  you  wiii  think  Ihould  the  cabais  of 
your  enemies  at  lengtii  gain  ftrength  to 
procure  you  a  difhonourable  difcharge ;  if 
hatred  and  ingratitude  (hould  purfue  you 
from  thofe  you  have  moft  befriended  5  if 
in  one  inftant  all  your  labours  are  de« 
ftroycd,  labours  in  which  you  have  em- 
ployed the  brighteft  years  of  your  life,  and 

iacrificed  your  health. 

* 

Clous.  It  is  a  misfortune  I  do  not  fisar, 

♦  r 

as  the  prin<;e  yet  ftands  in  need  of  my  af-* 
iiflance« 

Reyerberg* 
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nevoleat  hand  6f  Nature  has  fcaittered 
abundance  s  and  dtus  after  having  paflcd 
our  days  in  a  ierenity  worthy  the  golden 
age,  the  fleep  of  death  creq>s  foftly  on  us, 
and  releafes  our  (buls  without  agony,  col- 
lefting  in  quiet  lepofe  new  ftrength  againft 
A^t  happy  moment  when  they  (haU  regain 
4heir  aftivity. 

Chats.  Enough,  enough,  my  dear  Louis, 
fome^Uy  or  other  I  mean  to  enjoy  that  fe- 
licity, but  at  piefent  it  is  impoffible,  I  bxn 
ib  many  prcgefts  to  execute,  fo  much  bu* 
iinefs  to  conclude,  you  well  know  it  would 
be  dishonourable  to  ftop  in  the  difficult 
part  of  the  courfe  fome  years  hence* 

Sie^erberg.  Adieu^  then;  I  muft  bid 
your  excellency  fairwel ;  I  wi(h  you  every 

poffible 
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poffible  happinels ;  but  do  not  forget  my 
predi&ion« 

Thus  faying,  he  retired ;  my  wife  was 
loft  in  thought — **  We  will  talk  no  more 
pn  this  fubjeft  with  Louis/'  fa^d  I^  [^  be 
£Us  our  heads  with  dumeras/' 


G  z  CHAR, 
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CHAP.   VIIL 

The  Clouds  begin  to  gather. 

IT  may.  dogbtlefs  appear  aftonilhing, 
that  Louis  de  Reyerberg,  whom  I  rc- 
prefented  in  his  youth  as  lively,  enter- 
prizing  and  a6l:ive,  who  even  in  infancy 
poflefTed  the  utmoft  effervefcence,  could 
not  fufier  conftraint,  and  in  a  more  ad- 
vanced age  was  ever  combating  ignorance 
and  wickednefs  ;  it  may»  I  repeat,  appear 
aftonilhing,  that  he  (hould  wifli  to  with- 
draw me  from  the  whirlpool  of  politics, 
and  perfuade  me  to  adopt  a  peaceful  coun* 
fry  life.  The  reader  will  not  be  lefs  fur- 
prized,  that  I,  whom  my  birth  neceflirated 
to  the  lower  ranks  of  life,  the  {port  of 
mankind  and  fbrtune^  (hould  at  once  en- 
tirely 


tirdjr  change  my  charafter,  which  had  now^ 
attained  the  utmoft  drength  and  fircnnefs 
in  bu{ine6.  Notwithftanding,  when  the 
viciffitudes  of  life  I  have  experienced  are 
confidered,  it  may  readily  be  allowed  that 
my  conduct  was  the  natural  refult* 

Reyerberg  had  received  from  nature  a- 
difpofition  for  a  life  of  aftivity  and  bufi- 
nefs,  but  his  misfortunes  had  extinguiflied 
his  ardor>.  and  abated  his  vivacity,  all  his 
cnterprizcs  having  mifcarried.  The  whim- 
ficality  of  my  fate,  and  a  number  of  unfore- 
fecn  circumftances,  on  the  contrary,  had 
enveloped  me  in  a  chaos  of  adventures,, 
from  which  I  had  ever  happily  extricated 
myfclf,  at  the  exception  of  fome  trifling 
calamities.  Having  attained  by  degrees 
the  height  of  grandeur,  my  confidence  in 
the  fuccefs  of  my  projects  was  continually 

G  3  augment- 


f 
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migmeBting.  Warm,  adive  fpirits  are 
f  di%ufted  by  long  refiftance,  while^  on  the 
contrary^  more  moderate  tempers  are  noc 
fpeedily  wearied^  and  once  put  in  adivity 
by  favourable  circumftances,  or  neceffity, 
an  endeavour  for  fuccefs  conftitutes  a  pare 
of  their  beings  nor  do  they  willingly  leave 
the  cuftom  of  exerting  themfelvesj  when 
once  acquired^  without  concern. 

Reyerberg  efcaped  from  the  college,  ran 
at  hazard,  wa&  feized  and  forced  to  acc^ 
the  fimple  fUte  of  a  foldier;  when  his  hinh  - 
placed  him  on  the  rank  of  an  officer.  He 
ihared  with  me  all  the  inconveniencies  of 
an  arrant  vagabond  life.  An  Engliflimaa 
chafe  him  fof  a  companion,  but  that  hap- 
pineis  was  of  (hort  duration — He  went  to 
England,  where  the  profpe£t  of  an  em- 
borraffing  foturc  condition  haftened  his  de-^ 

parture 
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parture  from  that  iile.  On  his  return  to 
Germany,  he  fought  employ  in  different 
couns,  but  failed  y  his  attempt^  in  litera* 
ture  were  repaid  by  nothing  but  thorns 
and  briars :  unhappy  in  love^  hardly  was 
he  fettkd  in  the  theatre,  which  afforded  . 
him  a  moderate  allowance,  than  his  perfi- 
dious brother  entrapped  him,  and  fold  him 
to  the  India  company.  Siurh  a  chain  of 
adverllties  could  not  fail  to  deprefs  the  fpi- 
Tit,  and  cool  the  ardor  of  a  man  of  acute 
'  and  fanguine  temper. 

Oppofe  this  to  the  hiftory  of  my  life. 
Born  in  the  duft,  protedled  by  a  lady  of 
quality,  favoured  with  an  education  above 
my  birth,  fnatched  from  indigence,  and 
raifed  from  a  flate  of  fervitude,  happier 
even  in  my  worft  (ituation  than  I  could 
crrr  have  been  in  the  cottage  of  my  father; 

G  4  .frequently 
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frequently  eafy,  fometimes  rich,  miracu- 
Joufly  delivered  from  dangers^  having  no 
complaints  againft  fate,  in  the  different  oc- 
cupations of  valet,  pfeudo-hermetical  phy- 
fician,  author,  and  comedian ;  experiencing 
in  all  but  tranfient  misfortunes ;  dragged 
like  a  culprit,  and  forced  to  unite  myfc If 
to  a  handfome,  rich,  and  amiable  woman; 
acquiring  ufeful  knowledge  by  travelling 
at  the  expence  of  others ;  admired  and  ap- 
plauded as  a  mufician,  obtaining  the  place 
of  fecretary  to  a  nobleman,  univerfally 
cfteemed  for  the  qualities  of  his  heart  and 
difpofition ;  made  direftor  of  finances  bj 
the  means  of  a  Bologna  lap-dog ;  ho- 
noured with  nobility,  placed  in  the  higheft 
rank,  favoured  with  an  order  of  knight- 
hood ;  poffeffing  fufficient  wealth  to  pvit 
me  above  events,  and  at  once  enjoying  do- 
ipeftic  felicity  and  worldly  grandeur.—— 

What 
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What  man  in  my  fituation  would  not  have 
been  tempted  to  think  his  profperity  in 
fome  meafure  the  effeft  of  his  own  merit? 

When  (hall  we  become  attentive  to  the 
influence  of  fate  on  our  way  of  thinking 
and  adingy  and  likewife  of  the  change  of 
temper  which  it  occafions.  The  wife  man 
never  judges  the  principles  oradiond  of  his 
brethren,  until  he  has  thoroughly  weighed 
the  circumftances  and  (ituations  in  which 
they  found  themfelves,  which  if  he  cannot 
do,  he  keeps  a  modefi  fiience,  and  without 
judging,  treats  them  with  indulgence. 

r  am  firmly  convinced,  that  if  Reyerberg 
had  been  in  my  place,  he  would  equally 
have  given  himfelf  up  to  the  enthufiafm  of 
politics  I  and  that  if  it  had  .been  pofllble 
for  me  to  confider  my  fituation  coolly,  I 

G  5  fhould 
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fliould  !»▼€  done  juftice  to  the  tnidi  c£  his 
leprefentatioas.    But  to  return  to  my  ad<» 


The  prediAion  of  mj  friend  adi^ancecf 
towards  its  accompli  (hment :  the  following 
orcumfbuices  ferved  to  accderate  k. 

At  fix  o^dock  in  the  evening  I  quitted 
die  hbours  of  die  cabinet*  and  content  with 
having  employed  the  day  ufefully,  gave 
way  to  die  natural  gaiety  of  my  temper. 
and  foug^  fociety.  The  prinoe,  fatigued 
with  the  conftraint  of  the  court,  ufually 
went  about  the  fame  time  to  vifit  Madame 
Balleriaipt,  frequently  inviting  me  to  meet 
him  there.  Mirth  prefided  at  thefe  circles^ 
which  were  felcA,  few  being  admitted,  aud 
where,  to  confefs  the  truth,  we  fometimes 
made  ourielves  merry  at  others  expence. 

The 
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The  prince  forgoc  his  greatnefs,  conflraiat 
was  baniihed ;  and  notwithftanding  the  po- 
litical art  with  which  my  friend  had  re« 
proached  me,  I  was  not  careful  in  my  dif- 
cpurfes,  as  I  never  fuppofed  they  were  to 
be  repeated,  or  any  ill  ufe  made  of  them* 

The  council,  at  which  his  highnefs  pre* 
fided  in  perfbn,  was  compofed,  iince  the 
forced  retreat  of  M,  de  Mclhfeldt,  of  only 
three  members,  the  chief  jullice,  M.  dt 
Schevarzhelm,  the  privy-councillor,  Laem- 
mersdorf,  and  myfelf,  They  were  bmh 
weak  characters,  and  the  prefident  looking 
on  them  as  Jiegatives,  or  rather  as  cyphers, 
only  proper  to  augment  his  power,  had 
placed  them  in  the  miniftry,  in  order  to 
keep  out  thofe  lefs  difpofed  to  fubfcribe 
blindly  to  all  his  meafures.  Schevarzhelm 
was  an  obfcure,  heavy,   pedantic,   avari- 

G  6  ciouji 
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cious  councillor ;  an  old  fifter  managed  his 
houfehold^  with  whom  he  had   made  an 
heitditary  compadj  in  virtue  of  which  the 
fiirvivor  was  to  inherit  the  wealth  of  the 
deceafed,  upon  condition  however  that  the 
longed  liver  (hould  take  the  care  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  fimeral^  in  order  to  iave 
the  expence  ufual  on  thofe  occafions,  when 
trufted  to  people  who  make  it  their  bufi* 
nefs.     Laemmersdorf  was  half  a  foot  taller 
than  Schevarzhelm,  and  was    an  orgina} 
equally  ridiculous  ;  he  had  preiided  at  the 
education  of  the  prince,  and  experienced 
the  common  face  of  tutors,  his  cares  being 
tecompcnfed  by  barren  honours,  his  rank 
t)f  member  of  the  privy   council   giving 
him  only  a  falfe  fplendour,  as  he  neither 
dared  propofe  any  new  ftep,  nor  con  trad  ift 
the  opinions  of  others.     To  expiate  the 
errors  of  a  youth  of  iibeitinifm  and  plea- 

fure. 
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fure^  he  had  recourfe  to  devotion,  affifting 
regularly  at  the  pious  meetings  which  were 
held  every  night  by  the  gouvernante.  at  M* 
de  Melhfeldt's. 

From  my  firft  entrarjce  into  the  mini- 
niftry,  I  had  made  thcfe  two  men  feel  the 
fuperiority  of  talents  over  incapacity.  My 
condu£t  however  was  guided  by  ftriA  pro- 
priety ;  and  as  I  ever  wiftied  to  ufe  thefe 
gentlemen  as  inftruments  to  promote  the 
public  goody  treated  them  »with  proper  di- 
ftindion.  It  is  true  I  have  fometimes  flat- 
tered defpicable  charafters,  in  order  to  at- 
tain neceffary  good,  but  I  found  it  impof- 
fiblc  to  wear  the  mafk  of  diflimulation  for 
any  length  of  time ;  unhappily,  if  thofe 
people  met  me  at  a  moment  when  I  hap- 
pened to  be  out  of  humour,  I  .frequently 
deftroyed  by  a  glance  the  pleafing  error  I 

had 
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had  encouraged  for  years ;  I  had  iikewife 
a  great  fault  in  fpeaking  too  freely  of  fook 
and  knaves ;  I  doubtlefe  ought  to  have  ezL« 
deavourecl  to  correffc  it  -,  but  it  was  a  per* 
nicious  habit  which  I  could  not  get  rid  off; 
notwichftanding  my  freedom  of  fpeech  was 
exempt  from  malice,  yet  many  were  of- 
fended at  it;  however,  they  no  foonet 
drove  to  correft  the  vices  that  I  had  at- 
tacked than  I  revoked  the  ill  1  had  iaid. 
My  intention  in  publifliing  any  one's  foibles 
was  to  make  the  perfon  alluded  to  fenlible 
of  them,  for  farcafm  frequently  opens 
men's  eyes  to  difcover  follies  they  were  not 
before  aware  of,  a  truth  that  they  are  loath 
to  confefs.  As  for  myfelf,  I  freely  own 
that  epigrams  have  often  made  me  re-^ 
nounce  my  errors.  But  to  return  to  my 
colleagues* 

Accuftomed 
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Accuftomcd  to  perplexing  and  obfcurc 
meafures,  I  at  firft  endeavoured  to  make 
them  a£t  uprightly,  and  infpire  them  with 
a  love  of  virtue ;  my  efforts  were  however 
ineffectual ;  from  which  time  I  looked  on 
them  with  the  utmoft  diflike.   I  frequently 
made  myfelf  merry  at  their  expence,  par- 
ticularly in  our  focieties  at  Madame  Bal- 
Icriaire's,     On  the  other  hand,  thefe  gen- 
tlemen  felt  little  inclination  for  a  perfon 
fo  fuddenly  made  their  aflbciate,  though 
they  had  not  the  courage  to  declare  them- 
fclves  openly,  but  when  occaCon  ferved, 
(hook  their  heads  in  an  cxpreflive  manner, 
M.  de  Melhfcldt   endeavouring  to  keep 
alive  their  anin^iofity.     The  .devotion   of 
the  gouvernante,  who  was  a  rigid  votary, 
animated  M.  de  Laemmcrsdorf  particu* 

larly  againft  me. 

Such 
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Such  were  my  two  afiiftants  la  the  mi-^ 
oiftrj.  From  my  firft  preferment,  I  had 
ever  behaved  to  the  courtiers  with  more 
difdain  than  prudence  would  have  dic- 
tated ;  well  aflured  that  I  was  ufeful  to  the 
prince»  I  looked  on  thefe  flatterers  as  def* 
picable  fluggards ;  their  (enfelefs  conceited 
converfation  infpired  me  with,  difguft,  I 
took  litde  pains  to  conceal ;  nay,  I  endea* 
voured  to  make  them  obfcrve  it  whenever 
I  found  them  trying  to  perfuade  the  prince 
to  any  viiclefs  expenlive  folly« . 

The  marefchal  of  the  court  wa?  a  little 

« 

foppi(h,  gallant,  fmooth  tongued  fellow ; 
a  confummate  hypocrite,  having  ever  at 
command  an  air  of  gentlenefs  and  affabi* 
lity,  fecretly  endeavouring  to  keep  every 
one  from  the  prince  that  did  not  flatter  his 
ridiculous  follies^  and  making  perpetu^ 

difl[eniioDS 
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uifleniions  at  court ;  his  perfon  was  always 
elegantly  dreffed  and  fcented,  exhaling 
fvveets  for  a  hundred  yards  round;  his 
mind  ignorant  and  fuperficial  to  the  lafl: 
degree.  At  table  he  talked  of  Gazettes, 
and  complained  of  ill  fuccefs  at  play  ;  but 
his  favourite  topic  was  the  culogium  of 
{btne  cook  where  iie  had  dined  the  day  be-* 
fore,  and  whofe  ragouts  and  fauces  had  de- 
lighted him ;  producing  patterns  of  cloaths 
and  embroidered  waiftcoats^  which  he  ex* 
pe&ed  from  Lyons ;  uttering  from  time  to 
time  fome  foolifli  pleafantry,  or  bon  mot, 
which  he  fpoiled  in  relating,  himfelf  fet* 
ting  the  example  of  laughing  heartily, 
though  frequently  no  perfon  was  complai- 
Iknt  enough  to  accompany  him.  I  one  day 
told  him,  that  when  his  fine  cloaths  were, 
by  the  influence  of  time  converted  to  rags, 
and  fliould   have  pafled  the    paper-mill, 

they 
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they  ought  to  be  ufed  for  printing  the  cou« 
ricr  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  books  of  cookery, 
inftruftions  for  the  game  of  whift»  and  col- 
ledtions  in  ana.  I  confefs  I  took  pleailire 
in  humiliating  him,  when  he  endeavoured 
to  rife  above  his  fphere. 

The  chief  cup-bearer,  M.  de  Gerlub, 
was  a  drunken  difciple  of  Epicurus,  daily 
drowning  his  underilanding  in  wine,  and 
lying  with  an  effrontery  which  I  nevet  (aw 
equalled.  On  his  quitting  the  table,  a  large- 
arm-chair  was  prepared  to  receive  hini,  and 
in  which  he  dozed  off  the  firft  bacchaaaliaA 
vapours  of  the  day;  from  then^.c  he  re- 
paired  to  his  miilrefs,  ^  ho  was  a  Frencli 
a£trefs>  taking  care  firft  to  order  his  fen^ant 
to  precede  him  with  fome  botdes  of  wine 
from  his  highncis's  cellar.  After  regalii^ 
bimfelf  with  the  delicious  juice^  he  repaired 

to 
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to  die  play  with  his  &ir  one,  or  elfe  was 
led  to  the  pioas  meeting  at  the  prefident's. 
At  nine  o'clock  he  attended  the  prince's 
fupper,  after  which  a  carriage  took  him 
to  his  wife,  who  in  the  mean  time  had 
amufed  herfclf  with  fome  young  military 
hero.  When  I  looked  over  the  account  of 
the  expence  of  his  highnefs's  houfehold,  I 
remarked  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  reform 
in  the  article  of  wine ;  a  proportion  that 
drew  on  me  the  hatred  of  the  cup-bearer. 

The  young  Count  de  Lohfeld,  as  I  have 
before  mentioned,  was  obliged  to  myfelf 
for  his  political  employment.  He  was  the 
youngeft  of  eight  brothers,  and  little  fa- 
Toured  by  the  gifts  of  fortune,  his  father 
was*  overwhelmed  with  debts,  and  entreated 
me  to  take  him  under  my  care. 

Whetheif 
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Whether  it  was  goodnefs  of  heart,  or  z 
little  vanity,  that  led  me  to  be  prot^Aor 
to  a  count  of  the  holy  empire,  being  my- 
felf  new'ly  honored  with  nobility ;  I  how- 
ever feized  the  occaiion  to  protect  my 
equal.  In  a  word,  I  immediately  placed 
him  in  his  highnefs's  fervice  ;  he  notwitb- 
fianding  bad  not  fufficient  gratitude  to  ac- 
knowledge my  kindnefs.  He  unhappily 
poflefled  what  is  called  genius,  viv^ty^ 
an^  an  innate  difpolition  to  ilander,  falie* 
hood,  and  cunning ;  an  indefatigable  adi- 
vity,  with  a  (Irong  inclination  to  perform  a 
part  in  what  was  paffing  i  all  which  talents 
he  ufed  againfl  me,  under  the  diredlton  of 
M.  dc  Melhfeldt.  The  greater  part  of 
mankind  do  not  like  (o  feel  the  fuperiority 
of  others,  nor  will  they  even  allow  it  ta 
their  benefadors^  for  ingratitude  is  the  mod 
common  of  all  vices.     A  fage,  who  had 

thoroughly 
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thoroughly  ftudied  the  receffes  of  the  hu- 
man heart,  frequently  (aid,  "  I  have  ren- 
<lered  a  fervice  to  an  ambitious  man,  which 
is  arming  a  freih  enemy  againfl:  myfelf/* 
This  was  the  cafe  of  the  young  count ;  the 
hatred  of  the  reft  of  my  adverfaries  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  humiliation  to  which  I  ex« 
pofed  their  ignorance. 

Thefe  gentlemen,  in  concert  with  fome 
defpicable  fubalterns,  formed  a  plot  againft 
me,  which  Reyerberg  difcovered  before  I 
had  the  moft:  diftant  idea  of  it,  as  I  bad 
not  deigned  to  degrade  my  dignity  by  pay- 
ing regard  to  the  projedls  of  fuch  infignifi^ 
cant  characters. 


chap; 
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CHAP.  IX- 
HisEntetteiufs  P^wer  Jecrtiffes. 

IT  would  be  unjuft  to  imagine  that  therr 
"Vas  not  a  finglc  man  at  court  who  p<^» 
fefled  probity,  coun^^  and  gen^ofity  fuf- 
ficient  not  to  fuflfer  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded 
to  join  in  the  cabsvls  9gaioll  an  innocent 
perfon*  Doubtkfs  there  were  &Bie,  but 
they  remained  neuter^  and  idle  (pe^tpr^ 
of  what  was  pacing ;  fi^pilifurized  l^  long 
e^erience  to  U^e  intrigues  of  little  courti, 
they  preferve  their  inadtio^,  well  knowing 
that  the  efforts  of  the  virtupiis  are  inefiec* 
tual,  to  protefl  innocence  ag^inft  the  pro* 
jeds  of  artful  malice.  Experience  had 
taught  the  danger  of  engaging  in  fuch  bu- 
fmefs,  in  which  had  they  interfered^  they 

might 


might  probably  have  faUen  viftims,  or  at 
leaft,  inflead  of  affifling  the  oppreiTed, 
might  only  have  encreaied  the  animofity  of 
his  enemies.  Prudence  therefore  diredted 
them,  and  they  feigned  ignorance  of  what 
'was  pafiing,  treating  me  with  equal  efteem 
and  friendihip,  whether  my  power  aug- 
mented or  decreafed. 

Others  had  little  knowledge  of  what  was 
traniadingy  not  being  fufEciently.  in  the 
confidence  of  the  great,  or  of  too  inferior  a 
jrank  to  judge  whether  i  was  unjuftly  at^i 
tacked  ;  thefe  Had  enough  to  do  for  their 
own  prefervation,  or  were  too  phlegmatic 
«o  interfere  in  complicate  afiairs^  they  thero- 
fori?  let  things  take  '  what  .  courfe  they 
pleafed,  faying,  "  Let  every  one  defend 
4liemfelves«'* 

Qthers^ 
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Others^  \vho  had  neither  fortune  nor  me- 
rit^ naturally  depended  on  the  ftrongeft 
party;  to  advance  their  fortunes,  or  to 
avoid  being  dragged  into  the  ruin  of  their 
patron.  One  day  the  partizans  of  the  mi- 
nifter  de  Claufbach,  and  the  next  of  the 
{)refident  de  Melhfeldt,  ever  changing  to 
xhe  fuccefsful  party. 

•  Some  were  againft  me,  becaufe  my  con« 
duft  appeared  to  them  imprudent,  or  be* 
caufe  I  had  not  anfwered  their  expectations 
in  requefted  favours.  Weak  minds  con- 
template every  thing  under  the  fafcination 
of  prejudice  or  pafBon,  it  would  therefore 
be  unjuft  to  reproach  them  with  deferting 
my  caule* 

Some  again  injured  me  by  their  extrava- 
gant praifes,  and  the  inveftives  they  bc- 

flowed 
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ftowed  on  my  enemies.  Lefs  zealous  in 
niy  favour  than  in  calumniating  my  ad^ 
vcrfaries,  it  was  nevenhelefs  fuppofed  that 
I  excited  or  hired  them  for  that  purpofc, 
when  in  reality  I  had  no  part  in  their  ridi- 
culous behaviour. 

When  the  ftorm  burft,  there  were  only 
fome  fubalterns,  whom  1  hardly  knew,  and 
on  whom  I  had  never  conferred  any  fa- 
vour, that  declared  themfelves  openly  for 
me,  aaid  that  at  the  expence  of  their  own 
happinefs,  from  a  difinterefted  love  of  ho- 
nor and  generofity. 

Well  affured  that  I  had  not  willingly 
drawn  on  myfelf  the  hatred  of  any  one,  I 
took  no  pains  to  difcover  whether  I  really 
had  enemies;  I  returned  from  our  Journey 
without  inquietude,  and  though  the  con- 

voL.  III.  H  verfation 
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^eriadon  of  Reyerberg  g^ye  me  t  momen- 
lary  uneafinefs,  I  foon  baniCbed  it  firom  my 
memory,  convinced  that  he  £iw  tfaixi^  in  a 
wrong  point  of  view«  The  prince  appeared 
to  honor  me  with  his  favour  more  than 
ever,  and  I  lulled  myfelf  into  a  weak  and 
fooUIh  fecurity. 

Notwithftanding  an  unfortunate  event 
prevented  my  feeing  his  highnefs  as  fie- 
quently  as  ufual  in  our  little  drdes.  Ma* 
dame  Balleriaire  complained  of  i!lne&  fbme 
days  previous  to  our  departure,  but  re- 
ceived company  at  home,  and  returned  vi- 
fits.  During  our  abfence,  this  indifpo- 
fition  had  brought  on  a  flow  fever,  which 
before  our  return  confined  her  to  her  bed ; 
our  evening  meetings,  confequently  ceafed. 
At  firil  the  prince  appeared  extremely  un- 
eafy  at  her  indiipofition,  vifited  her  daily, 

gave 
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g3V€-^p  all  bis  atnufements,  paQlng  his 
time  by  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  and  (hewing 
her  every  attentiqn.  This  kindnefs  conti- 
nued for  fome  tittle  time^  when  he  fud- 
dcnly  changed,  astd  faw  her  but  twice  in 
eight  days ;  his  phyfician^  who  aUb  attend- 
cd  M.  de  Melhfeldtj  having  advertifed  his 
highnefs  of  the  danger  of  expofiog  bis  au- 
guft  perfon  to  the  dangerous  eiBuvia  of  a 
cofifumptive  perfon.  The  prince  followed 
this  advice,  and  ceafed  to  vifit  the  favourite, 
contenting  himfelf  with  fending  daily  to 
enquire  after  her,  ordering  the  meflenger  to 
a&.  into  the  mod  minute  circumilances  re« 
fpeAing  her  healtlT:  but  men,  and  parti- 
cularly princes,  foon  lofe  tlie  ardor  with 
which  they  appear  interefted,  when  the  ob^ 
jc6t  that  occafioned  it  no  longer  adds  to 
xheir  pleafure ;  thus  in  about  a  month  there 
was  a 'general  order  to  enquire  after  the 

H  2  lady's 
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iady's  health,  his  highneis  feldom  men- 
iioning  her,  and  then  by  chance. 

-  The*  courtiers  ikiUully  turned  this  cir- 
icurnftanoe  to  jtheir  advantage ;  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  to  inveot  fomething  to  amufe  the 
jeifure  hours  of  their  fovereign,  and  the 
following  was  dcvifed.  Mufic  was  one  of 
his  ^vourite  amufements,  concerts  had 
therefore  oiteA  been  held  at  ^4^ame  Bal- 
^eriaire's  ;  /he  had  an  agreeable  voice  and 
knowledge  of  mufic,  and  his  highnefs 
played  on  the  flute  well  enough  for  a  prince. 
I  was,  as  before  mentioned,  a  vinuofo  on 
Uie  violin,  all  which  fkill  was  reinforced  by 
/ome  muiicians  from  the  orcheftra.  The 
prince  took  particular  delight  in  thefe  pri- 
vate  concerts,  and  on  days  of  public  cere- 
mony inflicuted  mufical  parties  at  court, 

but 
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feut  at  which  he  never  exhibited  his  talents 
on  the  flute« 

Since  the  illnefs  of  his  favourite  the  con- 
certs had  ceafed  y  they  tlierefore  fubftituted 
in  their  room  two  mufical  meetings  weekly, 
at  which  the  nobility  of  the  town  were  ad- 
mitted, and  among  others  the  niece  of  the 
prcfident  de  Melhfeldt.  Caroline  had  an 
•ndiantlng"  voice,  played  on  the  harpfi- 
chord  with  great  execution,  and  even  pre- 
tended to  compofe.  Doubtlcfs  thefe  com- 
pofitions  were  hki  thbfe  of  the  nobility  : 
Ihe  divided  fome  long  paffages  in  mufic, 
which  were  compiled  from  different  pieces; 
tiiefe-  her  inftruAor,  the  diredkor  of  the  or- 
chdira,  extended  and  arranged  in  proper 
form,  and  when  the  Avhole  was  fuired  for 
different  inftrumerits,  diftributed,  and  exe- 
cuted,  was  admired  as  the  compofition  of 

H  3  Made- 
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Mademoiielle  de  Mclhfeldr.  Be  it  as  it 
may,  Sigtwra  Melbfcldina  compofcd  ariettes» 
concertos,  and  fymphonies,  fci  quart elli  per 
eembalo  Migaioi  boldly  exhibiting  thefe 
baftards  in  the  world  for  her  own.  The 
leader  of  the  <Mx:heilra  was  a  ikilful  mufi*^ 
clan,  particularly  complailknt,  and  owed 
his  fortune  to  the  preGdent;  he  had  mar- 
tied  the  old  gouvernante,  dined  diere  ererf 
Thuriday^  and  repaid  the  £nrouis  oon&r* 
red  with  gratitude. 

Caroline^  or  rather  her  mafter,  com« 
poCbd  a  moil  admirable  bravura  ariette,  ar« 
Duiged  on  purpo&^  fer  flmtio  Migate^  and 
not  without  reafon.  The  wends  were  firom 
the  Demetrio  of  Metaftafio  (A&  i»  (bene 
the  14th)  and  began  thus : 
Delfito  gemilJifiAunte 
Nac^  il  mo  primo  amore. 

This 
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This  was  executed  at  one  of  the  mufit 
meetings  held  at  court  -,  and  as  each  mufi« 
cian  interefls  himfelf  panicularly  for  thofe 
pieces  where  his  favourite  infirument  is  pre- 
dominant^ the  prince  was  charmed  with 
the  part  for  the  flute.  It  was  extremely 
pkafing  without  being  difficult;  and  at 
the  V90Td  o(  /tmifH-a-a-an/e^  there  was  n 
thoufand  Itaiian  cadences.  His  highnefs 
was  charmed  with  the  whole,  Ipoke  high 
in  itspraife,  and  if  hb  rank  had  permitted^ 
and  he  had  been  perfedl  in  the  piece, 
would  doubtlefs  have  inftantly  taken  his 
place  among  the  muficians  with  his  flute. 
«*  Who  compofed  this  mufic?"  faid  the 
prince  to  the  direftor  of  the  orcheftra.  The 
young  Count  de  Lohfeld,  who  was  the  in* 
ventor  of  this  fnare,  prefented  himfelf-^ 
•*  We  owe  this  excellent  piece  to  the  fine 
talents  of  Mademoifelle  de  Melhfeidt,  who 

H4  is 
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back,  and  to  exprcfs  their  wi(hes  to  hear 
this  little  piece  executed  by  his  h^iiiels> 
and  accompanied  by  the  voice  of  Made- 
inoifclle  de  Melhfeldt.  The  prince  defiled 
it  himfelf ;  but  not  wifhing  to  play  on  the 
flute  in  public^  and  etiquette  not  pennit* 
ting  him  to  introduce  Caroline  into  his 
cabinet,  he  knew  not  how  to  accomjdiCh 
it.  The  mareichal  however  broke  the  dif- 
ficulty with  his  ufiial  impertinence — *^  If 
his  highnefs  would  command,  it  would 
doubtlefs  be  an  inexpreflible  happinefs  to 
Mademoifelle  de  Melhfeldt  to  give  a  pri« 
vate  concert  at  her  uncle's  one  of  the(e 
evenings/^  Caroline  anfwered  as  though 
the  prince  had  acquiefced,  who  could  not 
in  that  cafe  refufe  without  irapolitenels : 
the  concert  was  therefore  fcrclcd  for  the 
next  Sunday  s  and  joy  and  hope^  fruitful 

in 
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in  projeds,  (hone  on  the  faces  of  the  whole 
party. 

.  Accuftomed  to  attend  the  court  late,  I 
entered  at  the  end  of  the  firfl  fymphony  i 
his  highnefs  received  me  with  the  air  of  a 
man  whole  mind  is  uneafy  $  and  taking  me 
towards  a  window,  he  faid,  *'  You  will  be 
furprized,  Claufbach,  when  I  tell  you  that 
I  have  confented  to  attend  a  concert  at  thp 
prefident*5«  Indeed,  it  was  impoffible  to 
refufe  y  I  may  very  well  give  tbtt  trifling 
fatisfa&ion  to  the  old  man  y  da  you  not 
think  fo  ? — They  take  it  as  a  great  favour 
—You  will  be  there,  I  hope,  with  your 
violin.*' — *•  If  I  am  invited,^  (aid  I,  in- 
terrupting him  with  a  fmilc.  We  were 
obferved,  and  the  courtiers,  deeply  (killed 
in  the  fcience  of  Lavater,  had  truly  incer-^ 
pitted  our  geflures  and  phyfiognomies  ^  for 

H6  the 
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Ae  prince  had  no  fooner  qoitted  me,  dun 
Guoline^  after  a  moment's  converiatioQ 
with  the  young  count,  advanced  towards 
me  with  a  feigned  kindneis,  and  invited 
me  to  the  party  on  Sunday. 

Can  it  \k  believed,  that  the  trifling  cir* 
cumftance  that  had  occafioned  the  prince 
to  notice  Caroline,  and  honor  the  houle 
of  die  prefident  with  his  company,  (hould 
infpire  the  courtiers  with  fucb  arrogance, 
that  when  they  faluted  my  excelUncy^  thej 
did  not  bow  by  four  inches  fo  low  as  for- 
merly. I  did  not  perceive  thb  omiffion, 
but  it  did  not  efcape  the  penetrating  eye  of 
Reyeiberg;  he  was  prefent,  and  in  tbc 
evening  communicated  his  obfervadons; 
the  next  day  1  found  his  fufpicions  welK 
founded,  a  circumftance  that  infpired  roc 
with  contempt  rather  than  vexation.    My 

enemies 
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enemies  imagined  they  had  already  gained 
greatly  oh  the  prince  j  perhaps  they  were 
better  informed  of  his  temper  than  myfelf ; 
for  from  the  evening  of  the  concert  the 
marefchal  looked  on  me  as  a  lofl  man. 


CHAP, 
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CHAR  X. 

the  Cmctrts  of  Mademoifelle  3e  MdbftUi 
hmx  u  fitrprhdng  EffeS. 

THE  wiflied-fbr  day  arrived  ^  prepaxa* 
radons  were  made  at  the  prefident's 
for  the  lecepcion  of  the  prince  t  in  order  to 
accomadodate  every  thing  to  his  tafte,  a 
feleft  (bciety  were  invited  that  were  parti- 
cularly honored  with  his  &vor.  All  di(^ 
played  (irced.^m  and  pleafure^  accompanied 
with  delicacy  and  refpeft. 

M.  de  Mclhfeldt  (pared  his  highneis  the 
lead  embarraflincnt  at  this  firft  interview ;  ^ 
and  notwithftanding  his  ftiength,  which 
his  exterior  and  appetite  fufficiendy  be* 
trayed  at  table,  be  caufed  bixnfelf  to  be  led 

by 
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hy  two  fervants  to  the  bottom  of  the  (^ir^ 
cafe,  there  fupponcd  by  them,  he  received 
his  auguft  mafter,  on  his  entrance  killed 
his  hands,  and  blefled  the  day  when  he 
again  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him 
face  to  face.  The  poor  old  man,  weakened 
by  age  and  infirmities,  leaning  on  his  (er* 
Yants,  flowly  followed  the  prince,  bent 
himfelf  to  the  ground  before  me,  faying, 
loud  enough  to  be  overheard  by  his  High- 
nefs,  (the  old  hypocrite)  "  It  is  doubtleft 
to  you,  Sir,  that  I  owe  the  honor  that  to- 
day conftitutes  my  felicity." 

This  compliment,  if  the  prince  heard  it, 
which  I  do  not  doubt,  could  only  make  a 
difagreeable  impreffion  him,  and  to  me  fa- 
tal.  It  was  precifely  as  though  he  had  faid, 
*•  When  a  prince  ftoops  to  one  of  us,  or 
does  any  thing  to  give  pleafure,  it  is  doubt- 

lefs 
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lels  by  your  leave,  M.  Claus ;  you  who  af* 
fume  che  air  of  exercifing  uDlimited  power." 
The  weakeft  fovereigns  do  not  choofe  that 
their  mini(ler$  (bould  be  thought  to  enjoy 
fupreme  command,  or  to  be  indilpeniibly 
necef&ry.  I  foon  learned  that  this  fpeecbj 
and  others  of  the  fame  nature,  had  all  the 
^ffeft  that  my  enemies  could  defire« 

The  concert  began.  The  overture  was 
the  ^vorite  fymphony  of  his  highnefs,  af- 
ter which  Mademoifelle  de  Melhfeldt  play- 
ed on  the  harpiichord  with  more  than  her 
ufual  execution.  The  auguft  flute  player 
was  next  humbly  entreated  to  delight  the 
aflembly  by  his  enchanting  founds,  pro* 
duced  from  an  inftrument  that  was  pre* 
fenced  by  M.  dc  Melhfeldt.  He  yielded 
to  their  entreaties,  and  the  ariette  was  in« 
troduced  by  a  prelude.     Decorated  with 

che 
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order  of  th^  blue  herring,  I  led  the  band  t 
the  prince,  who  played  like  moft  great  merr,' 
did  not  always  kecp«>tinrie  ;  this  omiflSon,* 
Ijowevcr,    no   one  chofe   to   notice^  *  but 
played  falfc  in  compliment  to  his  liighnefs^ 
I  could  not  condefcend  to  fuch  grofs  flat- 
tery, and  fometimes  marked  tlfe  time  ra- 
ther rudely  with  my  foot;  Ir\thdfa^vouritc's 
concerts  I  had  been  ufed  to  take  tiiat  lii 
bcrty,  but  here  the  auguft  mufician  wiflied 
to  appear  in  his  full  fplendor ;  his  frowned, 
and  the  courtiers  darted  at'  tM  the  moft  fu-^ 
xious  looks,  as  though  I  had  co(nmitted  an 
unpardonable  crime.      *      -. 
.   .J       •■    .       * 
The  concert  continued  until  nthe  d^olock^ 
Caroline  at  times  prefeming  refrefhoieilts 
to  the  prince  with   inimitable  grace,  and 
converfing  agreeably.     By  degrees  he  be- 
came chearful,  and  at  length  livelier  than 

liiad 
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I  had  almoft  ever  fccn  him*  As  wc  went 
cot,  he  iaid^  (perhaps  to  punifli  me  for 
having  marked  the  time  too  rudely)  **  it 
was  an  agreeable  evening,  very  agreeable, 
M.  de  Claufi>acb,  we  may  often  arrange 
iuch  parties,  what  think  you  ?'^— Why 
Dot,  my  Lord  ?*'  anfwered  I,  in  rather  a 
lone  of  raillery :  with  thefe  words  we  (t^ 
paratedw 

X 

The.  miQiefchal  of  the  court,  the  coont 
de  Lohfeld,  and  others  of  the  party,  did 
not  fail  to  profit  by  the  prefent  difpofition 
of  his  highnefs.  Some  days  after,  a  pre« 
tence  was  formed  for  a  fimilar  concert  at 
the  marefehal's  country-houfe.  Their  prin« 
cipal  defign  was  to  diftance  me  by  little 
luid  little  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  knowing 
my  vanity,  employed  an  art  which  was 
certain  of  fuccefs.  They  begged  the  prince 

to 
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to  order  the  pcrfoos  of  the  court,  who  were 
muficiansy  and  that  he  chofe  to  attend.-^ 
The  m^ifter  de  Claufbach  was  too  proud 
to  feceive  orders  in  this  cafe  like  a  mere 
muficiad ;  and.  the  prince,  who  likewife 
thought  I  was  invited,  never  mentioned  it, 
accordingly  I  was  not  prefent  at  the  con-* 
cert*  The  fultan,  who  was  accuilomed  to 
my  method  of  accompaniment,  was  out  of 
humour^  the  courtiers  threw  oil  on  the 
fire,  and  this  trifle  firft  gave  rife  to  hit 
highoefs  coolnefs  towards  me. 

If  I  have  dwelt  rather  long  on  this  ridi^ 
culous  bufineis,  it  is  to  (hew  that  the  mod 
trifling  cauies  often  produce  hatred  and 
diflcntions,  whofe  confequences  are  fatal. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  reconcile  differences 
between  thofe  that  look  on  themfelves  as 
equals^  a  difficulty  that  increafcs  daily, 

and 
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and  nrcngthens  with  time.    Princes  in  ge^ 

neial  have  fuch  unjuft  pretenfions^  that  they 

r^ard  as  diih  onaiable  every  lirft  attempt 

to  a  reconciliation  with  people  whotn  they 

have  injured*     To  tUs  add  roy  pride,  and 

conviction  of  being  ufefiil  to  the  country^ 

my  own  fu  indent  fortone,  '^lich  fct  me 

above  dq^endence  on  the  great ;  aH   thefir 

confidered,  it  may  eafily  be  cotnppebended 

how  my  power  daily  decreaied  £nce  the  ie* 

cond  concert.     Withoot  rtofoning  faidler 

on  the  caufes  of  my  fail,  theie  are  the 

events  which  haflened  the  cataftrophe. 

The  CDoncerts  ar:tbe  preCdent's  were  re- 
gtdariy  continued^  apd  the>  prince  became 
naturally  accuftomed  to  them,*  for  thefe 
flaws  of  habit  may  be  brought  to  make 
every  trifle  neceflary ;  I  no  longer  attend- 
ed;  an  onuffi<»  that  my  auguft  mafter  re* 

preached 
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prbaehed  me  with  in  jeft ;  I  excufed  my- 
ielf  by  alledging  my  numerous  employ  4^ 
ments ;  and  the  prince,  too  proud  to  en- 
treat, foon  accuftomed  himfelf  to  my  ab- 
fence,  a  forgetfulnefs  that  I  prefently  ex« 
perienced  :  I  (hould  have  given  way  to  per- 
fuafion,  but  no  one  thought  fit  to  take  that 
trouble. 

The  concerts  became  at  length  abfb- 
lutely  neceflary  to  the  Sultan  ;  the  coiir- 
tiers  gave  him  to  underftand  that  the  ex- 
pence  attending  them,  however  incorifider- 
able  it  might  appear,  was  more  than  th# 
prefident  could  afford,  being  overwhelmed 
with  debts,  and  reduced  by  M.  de  Clauf* 
bach  to  a  very  moderate  penfion.  There 
was  an  immediate  order  for  its  augmenta* 

tion. 

Was 
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gleA  to  repeat  thefe  iarcafins  with  (evenl 
^mbellifliinems  aod  additions  to  the  per- 
foas  I  had  ridiculed,  who  thus  provoked, 
became  biner  enemies,  and  joined  the 
league  that  confpired  aguoft  me. 

As  frcquendy  as  poflible,  fpeechcs  were 
dropped^  in  order  to  awaken  fufpicions  on 
my  adminiflxation ;  the  moft  confummate 
ftill  was  certainly  necefiary  to  give  rife  to 
any,  for  my  endeavours  had  evct.bcen  ac- 
companied by  the  ftrideft  probity.  Not- 
withftanding,  it  is  eafy  for  artful  chicane 
to  turn  appearances  a^g^inU  a  director  of 
finances* 

Some  of  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  were 
backward  in   their  payments,  others  had 
given  rife  to  contention  on  diflerent  articles 
in  their  leafes ;  a  manufadurer  was  in  ar- 
rears 
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tears  on  account  of  not  Telling  lib  goods^ 
and  a  new  machine  in  the  mines  bad  not 
fucceeded.  The  affair  of  the  farmers  had 
taken  place  while  I  was  at  Paris  with  the 
prince  J  the  manufafture  had  been  efta- 
bli(hed,  contrary  to  my  advice,  but  by 
order  of  the  fovereign,  who  was  fond  of 
experiments,  and  the  machine  had  only 
been  an  attempt  made  at  little  ex.^ence, 

f 

under  the  diredion  of  a  man  of  fkiU  and 
learning.  However,  no  attention  was  paid 
to  thefe  circumftances,  but  by  repeated  fa- 
tirical  allufions  to  the  ill  fuccefs  of  my  ad- 
miniftration,  they  at  length  obtained  their 
purpofe  of  making  the  prince  behave  daily 
mote  cold  and  referved  towards  me. 

He  determined  to  build,  and  imitate  the 
follies  of  other  nations  :  I  had  the  temerity 
to  xeprefent  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  trea- 

voL.  in*  I  lury, 
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y,  ID  vhicli  he  gave  me  this  aciimo- 
mdwer :  **  If  honeft  men,  bftead  of 
ngaesy  were  aDoved  to  £urm  the  revenues, 
vorid  be  so  defidencj  of  money/* 


The  icyeaed  ep^rams  on  the  fupreme 
of  the  miniffcer  de  Clauibachj  which 
diitribuced  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
y  fboQld  reach  the  ears  of  his  highncfs, 
his  defpocic  pride;  he  undertook 
t^  r:>rd  ridiculous  things  on  my  account, 
^risig  crisis  that  crofled  my  bcft  opera- 
t^>:is  vidiout  informing  me,  then  acculing 
irc  vkk  the  bod  fucceis  <^  what  himfelf 
d  ccrmsiDded^  frequently  at  table  fpeak- 
of  minifbcrs  who  were  vain  enough  to 
icagint  tbemielres  great  lords,  and  princes 
thu  were  weak  enough  to  be  governed  by 


My 
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My  anger  and  indignation  rofe  to  the 
higheft  degree :  one  evening  on  my  return 
faome  I  found  my  friend  Reyerberg — "  It 
is  aU  over,**  exclaimed  I,  "  I  will  bear  it 
no  lon^i;  the  die  is  cad  ;  I  will-  immedi- 
ately demand  my  difmiffion»  and  abandon 
this  ungrateful  tyrant.  Would  to  Heaven 
that  I  had  followed  thy  advice,  my  friend.'^ 

Riyerberg.  Recrimination  is  ufelefs^  to 
afk  your  difmiflion,  under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumflances,  would  be  the  height  of  im- 
prudence :  it  is  too  late^  the  public  will 
not  now  believe  you  innocent.  If^  on  the 
contrary^  you  wait  with  afiurance  and  noble 
tranquility  thedevelopementoftheintrigues 
that  prelude  your  fall,  though  this  (hameful 
fa&ion  (hould  attain  their  end  of  difplacing 
you  from  the  rank  you  now  hold,  you  will 
at  leaft  enjoy  the  approbation  of  your  own 

I  z  confcience^ 
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nifter  betray  trouble  and  diftruft,  it  infpircs 
his  enemies  with  frelh  courage,  and  gives 
rife  to  fufpicions  aoiong  thofe  who  before 
favoured  neither  party.  If  lie  (hews  himfclf 
more  affiduous^  more  attentive  about  the 
prince,  he  alfo  will  foon  fail  in  that  refpeA 
which  had  hitherto  prote£ked  from  ca- 
lumny a  man  that  no  one  dared  attack.  If 
he  becomes  more  polite  in  his  manners, 
more  condefcending  to  the  courtiers,  or  ii^« 
timate  with  fubalterns,  and  forgets  himfclf 
fo  far  as  to  complain  of  the  perfecution  of 
his  enemies^  he  is  a  loft  man.  On  the 
f  contrary,  if  he  maintains  an  equal  temper^ 
r  conceals  his  vexation  and  difcontents,  or 
'  refcrvcs  them  for  his  clofet,  or  to  repofe  in 
the  bofom  of  l^is  family,  that  is,  if  he  has 
the  happinefs  to  have  a  prudent  and  fen* 
fible  wife,  for  otherwife  he  muft  keep  filencc 
€nrenr>with  her.     If^  without  afiedation,  he 

fpeaka 
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Ipeaks  to  the  prince  as  ufual,  the  cabal  re- 
main ignorant  and  uncertain  how  to  aft, 
as  they  know  not  what  may  have  paffed  in 
the  cabinet.     If  he  appears  to  be  neither 
more  thoughtful^  more  fcrious,  more  com- 
plaifant,  more  miilruftful,  or  more  polite 
than  ufual,  his  health  ever  the  fame,  with- 
out afTefted  gaiety,  grofs  impolitenefs,  or 
infupportable  pride,  the  great  number  of 
thofe  who  view  things  fuperficially,  and 
are  capable  of  neither  examining  properly^ 
or  making  juft  remarks,  thofe  dii  tninorum 
gentium  are  deceived,  and  think,   **  This 
man  muft  know  what  he  is  about »  doubt- 
lefs  he  is  protefted  in  fecrct ;  princes  are 
artful,  and  his  highnefs  has  contrived  with 
him  to  put  us  to  the  trial."     By  this  con- 
duft  he  out-manoeuvres  his  adverfaries,  or 
at  leaft  prevents  them  ufing  all  their  arts  j 
they  frequently  fall  into  their  own  fnares, 

I4  or 
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dangerous ;  notwithftanding,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  judge  him ;  the  Moft  High  will 
doubdcfs  direft  events,  and  difcover  his 
principles."  It  was  thus  he  animated  weak 
minds  agaioft  me^  exciting  them  to  feek 
for  fomething  to  accufe  me  with.  He  at 
length  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the  prince 
employed  him  as  an  impartial  roan  and 
ikilful  by  long  experience,  to  fecretly  exa- 
rnine^  with  the  afliilance  of  who  eife  he 
thought  fit,  into  the  complaints  murmured 
againfl:  me. 

My  enemies  Md  no  fooner  gained  this 
vidlory,  than  the  prince  (hewed  himfelf  to 
me  in  a  light  in  which  I  had  rather  not 
have  (een  h&aii  though  there  are  men 
wicked  toough  to  declare,  that  his  illuf- 
•trtous  colleagues  often  adopt  it.  He  con- 
cealed his  intentiofis  oader  a  veil  of  the 

moft 


tnoft  confummate  diflimulation^ever  eqxially 
af&ble  and  atteirtree  to  me,  he  bore  no 
trace  of  the  forrow  in  which  the  fuppofed 
perfidy  of  a  friend  might  be  imagined  to 
have  thrown  him ;  his  attentions  and  com* 
plaifance  to  my  wife,  whenever  Ihe  ap- 
peared at  court,  knew  no  bounds. 

But  it  is  time  the  reader  (hould  become 
acquainted  with  this  amiable  woman,  and 
the  happy  life  I  led  with  her. 


^ 


At  my  return  from  Riga,  the  nobility 
endeavoured  to  treat  us  with  arrogance  and 
difrefpeft:  my  wife  had  fome  curious 
fcenes  with  ladies  of  the  firft  quahty,  and 
over  .whom  (he  acquired  fo  much  fuperio*- 
rity  by  her  wit,  livelinefs,  and  underftand- 
ing,  that  they  no  longer  dared  refufe  her 
the  diftinftion  due  to  her  merit*  Not  find~ 

16  ing 
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ihg  any  inclination  to  conneA  hetfelf  with 
fuch  frivolous  beings,  (he  felefted  two  or 
three  hdics  whofe  difpoCtions  were  fimilar 
to  her  own,  Thefc  compoled  her  whole 
fociety,  as  (lie  detached  herfelf  as  much  as 
polltenefs  would  permit  from  the  circles  of 
high  hfc.  She  appeared  but  fcldom  at 
court,  where  (he  was  received  with  the  di- 
ftinguifhed  attention  due  to  her  rank  as  my 
Ivife,  and  yet  more  fo  from  the  dignity  of 
her  own  behaviour,  and  the  elegance  of 
her  manners.  The  greateft  part  of  her  time 
was  confecratcd  to  domeftic  duties,  the 
education  of  out  only  fon  Albert  being  her 
favourite  and  principal  occuffation^ 

Madame  Ballerialre  was  the  author  of 
my  fortune;  gratitude  therefore  obliged 
iiie,  as  well  as  my  political  intercft,  to  treat 
her  with  cbmplaifance  j  her  difpoCtion  alio 

was 
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tvas  harmlefs,  and  converfation  agreeable ; 
her  connexion  wkh  the'  prince  was  doubt- 
lefs  not  very  canonical,  but  he  had  ito  wife^ 
and  befide  1  had  no  right  to  judge  of  her 
aftions.  If  in  the  great  world  we  were  to 
renounce  all  commerce  with  ladies  whofe 
condudt  is  not  exempt  from  reproach,  our 
fiffemblies  I  fear  would  be  thinly  attended* 
My  fpoufc  thought  the  friend(hip  of  Ma* 
dame  Balleriaire  no  dilhcnour,  and  as  her 
health  weakened,  and  her  power  dimi* 
nifhed,  we  looked  upon  curfelves  as  bound 
in  honour  not  to  abandon  her. 

The'  affiduitles  of  my  gentle  compdnioft 
^'cre  the  only  confolation  of  the  unhappy 
and  abandoned  favourite,  who  wfis  totally 
forgotten  by  the  crowd  of  flr.tterers,  be^ 
caufe  (lie  could  no  longer  be  ufeful  to 
them* ' 

Old 
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Old  M.  Haf tendon k  was  lately  ^tfAliai 
Amfterdam,  and  had  bequeathed  to  his 
gnmdfoQ  a  capital  of  two  hundred  thou- 
iand  livres,  which  was  a  confidexable  addi« 
tion  to  our  fortune.  But  (hall  I  confefs  it, 
xo  aiy  (haoie,  that  I  was  even  yet  (b  great 
a  flave  to  the  deceitful  prejudice  of  the 
world,  that  I  would  freely  have  facrificed 
that  fum  to  extricate  myfelf  from  my  pre- 
ient  humiliating  iituation^  and  to  have  re- 
taken my  former  (plendor. 

Tliis  bequeft  was  to  irmwi  (ecret,  the 
money  being  dcpolited  at  Hamburg,  and 
my  pieleace  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  receive 
it.  In  the  road  I  was  to  look  at  an  eftatc, 
which  we  deCgneJ  to  iecure  for  our  afy- 
Ium»  judging  that  a  retreat  would  fooa  be 
neceflary. 

laiked 
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I^afked  leave  of  abfence  for  a  fortnight  i 
the  prince  granted  it,  with  a  fpecious  ap- 
pearance of  kindnefs.  It  was  the  height  of 
imprudence  to  abfent  myfelf  in  fuch  a  cri- 
tical time,  and  leave  the  field  open  to  my 
adverfaries.  Doubtlefs  Providence  decreed 
it  for  my  advantage.  I  departed  on  the 
12th  of  April. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XII. 

yourney   to    Hamburg.       Defcripiion   cf  an 
Efiate  which  M.  de  Claujbach  purchaja. 

FOR  a  length  of  time  before  the  cabaU 
of  my  enemies  had  been  open  againft 
me,  I  had  determined  to  purchafe  an  eftatc 
that  would  enable  me  to  make  a  proper 
fettiement  on  my  wife,  and  alfo  fer\e  as  a 
retreat  from  my  labours.  At  prefent  pru- 
dence required  it,  in  cafe  I  (hould  fall 
from  the  rank  which  1  now  held.  A  con- 
fiderable  eftate  had  been  offered  us,  and 
which  the  price  alone  prevented  me  from 
purchafing ;  our  late  bequefl  had  however 
removed  the  difficulty.  It  was  fituated 
near  the   high  road  to  Hamburg,  and  I 

determined 
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determined   to  examine  it  in  my  route 
thither. 


I  knew  before  hand  that  this  eftate 
would  moft  probably  pleafe  me,  having  the 
year  before  formed  an  acquaintance  Widi  a 
Captain  de  Weclcel,  who  lived  in  its  envi- 
rons. This  gentleman  vifited  the  courts 
in  winter,  ever  obferving  with  gaiety  of 
temper,  though  fometimes  rather  too  fati- 
rically,  all  that  paffed  there.  He  remained 
a  fortnight  at  the  court  of  the  prince  whom 
I  ferved,  and  appeared  to  think  me  worthy 
of  his  efteem  and  friendlhip,  a  circum-* 
ftance  that  particularly  flattered  me.  Inde- 
pendent of  his  tafte  for  fatire  and  raillery, 
he  poflcflcd  a  feeling  heart,  and  capable  of 
ftrong  friendfhip  for  thofe  he  thought  de* 
ferving.  It  is  an  error  to  fuppofe  that  fen- 
fibility  cannot  be  connected  with  keen  ri- 
dicule^. 
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dicule^  or  that  it  is  pofCble  to  love  man- 
kind^  }'et  not  to  be  blind  to  their  faults, 
and  to  laugh  at  their  vices  and  follies* 

M.  de  Weckel  one  day  addrefled  me 
thus :  ''  I  believe  you  to  poflels  innate 
probity,  and  the  (Irideft  vinue^  circum- 
ilances  that  lead  me  to  fuppofe  that  you 
ivill  foon  relinquifh  the  (ituation  of  mini- 
fter,  or  that  you  will  be  necelfitated  to 
leave  it.  If  fo,  and  you  choofe  to  retire  to 
the  country,  and  fow  where  the  feed  is  not 
choaked  with  tares,  as  it  is  at  court,  come 
and  live  with  us  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Urfftaedt  i  we  are  as  happy  there  as  can  be 
wiflied  on  the  theatre  of  this  uncert^n 
world.  It  is  not  a  paradife,  the  dwelling 
of  angels,  but  an  agreeable  country,  wliofe 
inhabitants,  whether  by  inftindt,  wifdom, 
experience,  or  example,  are  friends  to  pro- 
bity. 
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bity,  fimplicity  of  manners,  and  gaiety* 
An  old  man,  bending  under  the  weight  of 
years,  a  refident  at  UrfHaedt,  and  called 
the  Baron  of  Leidthal,  is  our  patriarch : 
his  long  experience  and  philofophy,  which 
has  never  been  tj^rniOied  by  paffions,  forms 
our  code  of  laws.  M.  de  Hohenau  has  alfo 
been  ten  years  an  inhabitant^  accompanied 
by  a  young,  amiable,  and  virtuous  wife* 
Rural  economy,  and  particularly  the  edu- 
cation of  three  charming  children,  divide 
his  time.  His  ancient  Mentor,  the  fecrc- 
tary  Meyers,  is  at  once  diredor  of  finances 
and  governor  of  the  fchools.  My  fpoufe, 
daughter,  and  felf,  are  the  neareft  neigh  . 
bours;  we  live  in  uninterrupted  friend- 
Ihip;  no  difputes  nor  coldnefs  ever  take 
place.  To  maintain  the  equilibrium  among, 
the  country  nobles,  we  have  contra6ted.aa 
alliance  both  offenfive  and  d^fenfive,  but. 

much 
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much  more  harmlefs  and  difinterefted  than 
the  leagues  of  great  courts,  formed  to  pre- 
fcnrc  the  poUtical  balance  of  Europe :  we 
ufurp  n9  unjuft  rights,  but  only  wifli  to 
in(ure  our  own  tranquility  and  to  do  good. 
Men  efttniable  for  their  virtuous  di(poli- 
tions  furround  us,  and  labour  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  We  fometimes  call  together  a 
general  affembly  of  the  date,  but  not  to 
treat  of  fuperficies  and  trifles  as  they  do  at 
Ratifbon.  Our  deliberations  concern  edu- 
cation, luxury,  the  proper  feed  for  plant- 
ing our  lands,  pious  foundations,  the  pro- 
grefe  of  knowledge,  the  encreafe  of  bees^' 
agriculture,  fodder  for  our  beafts,  readings 
the  means  of  procuring  horned  cattle  from 
Switzerland,  the  breeding  of  horfcs,  and 

4 

the  harveft  feafts.     We  annually  depute 
fome  from  among  us,  and  whom  we  call 
the  w/^(7/ftfr/>i,  though  they  attempt  to  con- 
vert 
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vert  no  one,  who  are  obliged  to  travel  for 
two  or  three  months  into  the  interior  part 
of  the  country,   to   foreign   courts,    and 
more  particularly  to  view  the  hofpitals  and    « 
other  charities.     Young  people  are  chofen 
to  accompany  them,  who  keep  an  exaft 
journal  of  aU  that  pafTes,  and  which,  on 
the  long  winter  evenings  are  read  and  com- 
mented upon  by  the  fire  fide.    Friends  and 
correfpondents  regularly  communicate   to 
us  their  ideas  ;  I  have  the  management  of 
all  the  foreign  bufinefs.    There  is  an  eftate 
to  be  fold  about  a  league  from  Urfftaedt, 
but  we  will  not  fuffer  it  to   fall  into  the 
bands  of  any  perfonwho  would  (hake  our 
fyftem  of  equality;  I  c6uld   wi(h  you  to 
purchafe   it ; .  your  method  of  regulating 
your  family  pleafes  me ;  it  is  Itom  that  I 
form  my  judgment  of  your  charafter ;  and 

think 
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think  diat  you  would  be  an  acquifidon  to 
our  fociety  at  Urfftaedc.'' 

This  propofal  pleafed  me,  and  having 
maintained  a  regular  correfpondence  by 
letter  with  M.  Weckel,  1  now  determined 
to  (ce  the  eftate,  and  if  I  approved  fettle 
the  bufinefs, 

I  arrived  there  towards  evening ;  the  old 
Baron  de  Leidthal  was  feated  in  a  circle  of 
men,  whom  his  cares  had  rendered  happy ; 
every  one  related  the  labours  of  the  day; 
the  bufineis  of  each  hour  was  regulated,  a 
cuflom  that,  however  pedantic  it  may  ap- 
pear, contributed  greatly  toward  keeping 
order  throughout  the  whole.  It  is  much 
eafier  to  difcharge  our  duties  with  exaAi- 
tude,  when  under  proper  rules,  than  when 
we  labour  without  plan^  and  are  drawn  by 

change 
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change  of  humour  from  one  employment 
to  another^ 

The  whole  femily  received  me  with  the 
utmoft  friendlhip ;  I  begged  that  I  might 
not  interrupt  the  employment  of  the  re- 
(peftable  Baron^  afluring  him  that  I  well 
knew  how  to  value  the  advantages  of  regu- 
larity, and  that  I  took  the  moft  lively  inte- 
reft  in  the  duties  of  the  father  of  a  family : 
he  therefore  continued  them  in  my  pre- 
,  fence.     The  children  of  M.  de  Hohcnau 
prefented  him  with  what  had  employed 
them  during  the  day.     The  fmile  of  a  pa- 
triarch was  an  encouragement  to  frefli  ef- 
forts, and  a  ferious  glance  the  puniHiment 
of  the  idle.  The  farmers,  the  houfekeepers, 
ihe  huntfmen,  the  gardeners,  M.  de  Ho- 
lienau   himfelf,  and  the  fecretary   Meyer 
alfo,  gave  account  of  their  employments, 

and 
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and  received  orders  for  the  next  day.  Tbe 
hours  after  this  examioation  were  confe- 
crated  to  repofc  and  the  pleafures  of  (b- 
ciety.  I  fhared  them,  with  fo  muchxle* 
light,  that  I  almofl  imagined  myfelf  a 
member  of  this  amiable  family. 

The  evening  was  fpcnt  in  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs,  and  the  next  day,  accompa- 
nied by  M.  Meyer,  1  went  to  fee  Captain 
de  Weckcl,  and  from  thence  repaired  to 
Ruhethaf  (the  name  of  my  eftate).  A  long 
avenue  of  Linden  trees  leads  ilraight  to  it 
from  Urfllaedc,  and  appears  to  unite  the 
vao  eftates  by  the  bonds  of  friendfliip  and 
concord*  The  buildings  were  not  entirely 
to  my  liking ;  the  cadle,  for  example,  was 
furrounded  by  a  deep  ditch,  over  which 
was  a  draw-bridge."  It  bears  too  much  re- 
femblance  to  a  citadel,'^  faid  I^  ^*  and  be- 

fpeaks 


SpeAs  miftmn: ;  but  I  can  havt  the  ditch 
filled  up ;  the  ahentioa  I  mean  to  make 
in  the  houfe  and  gardens  will  keep  my 
mind  in  that  date  of  a&ivitj  whidi  I  can* 
oot  at  once  give  up. 

The  fields,  the  meadows,  and  woods, 
among  which  ran  brooks  of  water  clear  as 
cryftal,  charmed  me,  A  wifh  to  efcape 
from  the  tumult  and  embarraflment  of  the 
court  made  me  conclude  the  purchafe,  and 
fign  the  agreement  the  day  following. 

My  new  farmer,  an  honcft  roan,  pro- 
vided me  with  a  rural  feaft ;  after  which  I 
•  fealed  my  acquifition  with  good  Rhenifh 
wine,  I  forgot  princes,  prefident^,  cour* 
tiers,  and  favourites ;  the  gaiety  of  my  vi- 
sitors was  not  conftrained  by  the  prefence 
of  the  curate  of  the  diftridt ;  modeft,  vir- 

VOL.  IIl«  K  tUOUSf 
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tuous,  mild  and  rational ;  wife  widiout  pe- 
dantry; learned,  without  felf-love;  at- 
tached to  rdig^^  without  being  intok- 
rant  or  fuperftitious ;  poflefiing  dignity, 
without  egotifin  or  ecdefiaftic  pride;  a 
declared  enemy  to  vice,  without  attacking 
its  votaries,  agreeable  in  converiation, 
without  wilhing  to  engrofs  it ;  in  (hon»  he 
was  truly  worthy  the  univer&l  efteem  he 
enjoyed* 

I  gave  an  entertainment  to  my  vaflak; 
my  friends  from  Urfiftaedt,  and  M.  de 
Weckely  anended,  and  danced  with  the 
viUagers.  What  a  day ! — the  firft  in  which 
I  had  fek^  for  many  years,  pure  and  unin- 
terrupted pleafuie. 

After  having  fetded  all  that  concerned 

my  purchafc  at  Ruhetfaalj  I  continued  my 

way 
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way  to  Hamburg.  *'  Let  things  take 
what  courfe  they  will,"  faid  I,  "  I  have 
now  fecured  a  fafe  retreat,  where  I  (hall  be 
exempt  from  the  intrigue  and  oftentation 
of  courts,  and  fecure  in  the  pofleilion  of 
peace  and  felicity. 


K »  CHAP. 
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CHAP.   XIII. 

The  Storm  hnrfis — Mde  Mslbfddi  appears  oMr 

the  Scene. 

DURING  my  abfence,  my  adveriarics 
were  indefacigaUe  in  leeking  mau 
ler  of  accufation  againft  me,  in  order  to 
haflen  my  fall.  .  They  aflembkd  all  whom 
they  could  furmife  I  had  offended,  en- 
treating  them  to  own  freely  dieir  complaints. 
-••  Do  not  fear,**  faid  they,  "  you  (hall 
have  juftice ;  the  tyranny  of  M,  Clans  is 
over ;  thofe  dreadful  times  in  which  he  at- 
tempted to  make  a  beadle  of  a  minifter* 
Speak  boldly,  in  what  has  he  inju^d  you  ? 
It  is  a  duty  to  your  country  and  your  fove- 
reign  to  difdofe  bis  criors.  The  prince's 
4^y^s  sst  openi  he  knows  how  grofsly  he 

liai 
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has  been  deceived,  and  the  fcandalous  u(e 
that  has  been  tirade  of  his  favour  and  con- 
fidence ;  therefore  fpeak  without  conftraint, 
and  if  you  require  it  your  name  (hall  be 
concealed/* 

Notwithftanding  thefe  efforts,  they  could 
ADt  find  a  fingls  coaiplaint  which  could  fur-* 
nifh  the  commiffiootri  with  the  lead  hope 
ef  being  able  to  fupport  an  accufatioiv 
aguinft  me  ;  they  therefore  made  a  difTerent 
Attempt  during  my  ftay  at  Hamburg. 

I  received  a  letter,  very  ill  written,  in 
French,  and  which  was  figned,  God 
knows  why,  with  the  name  of  Condillac  ; 
thi>  advifed  me  to  return  no  more  to  — — , 
adding,  ^^  I  think  it  would  be  moft  pru- 
dent for  you  to  afk  your  difmiflion,  as  you 
will  by  that  means  avoid  the  informations 

K3  that 
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that  are  making  againft  you/'  I  had  loft 
my  depreffion  of  fpirits  and  fear^  by  the 
gracious  reception  I  met  widi  in  the  places 
through  which  I  had  pafied ;  therefore,  on 
the  immediate  receipt  of  the  letter,  I  in- 
clofed  it  in  another,  which  I  wrote  to  the 
prince,  though  probably  he  was  before  in- 
formed of  its  purport,  addreffing  him  thus 
— -"  I  look  on  the  anonymous  author  of 
this  letter  as  the  mod  vile  and  defpi* 
pible  of  men  ;  my  confcience  is  clear ;  if 
any  complaints  are  lodged  againft  my  ad« 
miniftration,  I  entreat  your  highneis  to  ex- 
amine them  with  the  utmoft  rigour;  for 
which  reafon  I  will  return  to  counbeforethe 
time  granted  by  your  highnefs  is  expired.'* 

< 

.  This  firmnefs  was  not  expefted;  and 
my  enemies  found  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
employ  frefli  arts  and  fchemes  to  obtain 

their 
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their  purpofe.  The  crimes  laid  to  my 
charge  were  forty-three,  but  all  as  ridicu- 
lous  as  that  before-mentioned :  they  were 
reprefented  to  the  prince,  who  not  know- 
ing how  to  aft  in  the  bufinefs,  had  not 
courage  to  face  me,  but  fome  days  before 
my  return,  repaired  to  one  of  his  country 
icats,  deputing  the  prefident  de  Melhfeldt 
and  the  counfellors  Laemmersdorf  and 
Schvarzhelm,  my  judges,  leaving  me  an 
order  to  anfwer  their  interrogatories,  and 
not  to  (}uit  the  city  before  the  conclufion 
of  the  procefs,  alfo  informing  me  that  he 
(hould  accept  no  letter  that  I  addrefled  to 
him. 

During  this  time  the  health  of  Madame 
Balleriaire  became  daily  more  critical ;  my 
wife  remained  conftan tly  with  her.  My  ad  ver- 
faries  feized  this  pretence  to  keep  her  from 

K  4  court) 
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court,  caufing  her  to  be  -infonned  that  ii% 
highnefs,  fearing  the  inaladjr  of  Madaoae 
Balleriaire  was  conts^ous,  entreated  (h€ 
would  not  attend  while  (be  cx)ntiniied  her 
ailiduities  to  tb^  ladf •  My  cheaiful  com^ 
panion  immediately  replied  to  the  nuie* 
ichal,  that  fhf^  doubted  the  air  of  the  court 
was  yet  n>ore  contagious  than  that  flie 
breathed  in  the  apartment  of  Mudame  Bal« 
leriaire,  and  (hould  theifforc  wiUinglljr 
obey  his  charitable  re^ueft« 

Madame  Ballesiaire  died  the  evening  bc^ 
ibre  my  arrival  ^  io  the  arms  of  my  wtfet  with 
fentiments  truly  religious :  the  prince  (boo 
forgot  her,  the  courtiers  endeavouring  to 
divert  him  from  every  ferious  thought. 

Concerts,  balls,  and  mafqiieradet,  fuc* 
ceeded;  the  Count  de  Lohfeld  at  length 

executed 


OflL  BLA9.  2CI 

executed  a  fcheme  which  he  had  long  in 
agitation ;  it  was  to  raife  Caroline,  whofe 
lover  he  was,  to  the  rank  of  the  prince's 
miftrefs,  in  order  to  infure  his  own  fonune 
and  happinefs  by  fuch  infallible  means. 
Feafts  and  bacchanalian  entertainnienc$  • 
greatly  accelerated  his  purpofe. 

The  elevation  of  Mademoifelle  de  Melh- 
feldt  was  no  fooner  publicly  known,  than 
Reyerberg  addreffed   me   thus : — **  It  it: 
full  time,  my  friend,  to  pack  up  thy  bag* 
g2^e,   for  the  black  eyes  thou  haft  diH* 
dained  have  conquered  the  prince,  and  will  ^ 
in  all  probability  decide  thy  procefs.*''   H«-- 
was  not  deceived ;  the  next  day  the  com«r< 
miilion  appointed  to  quedion  me  came  to> 
my  houfe  for  the  third  time,  the  president 
behaving  with    fuch .  infolent  arrogance^ 
that  I  flood  in  need  of  my  whole  (lock  of 

K  5^  prudence 
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prudence  to  leftrain  my  paffion  from  break- 
ing out  into  violence. 

.  Never  was  the  concubine  of  a  prince  fo 
proud  of  brilliant  diflionour  as  Caroline. 
Never  did  real  merit,  a  conviction  of  la- 
bouring for  the  good  of  a  whole  people, 
probity,  talents,  or  activity,  fpread  more 
fatisfaftion  on  the  features,  than  might 
be  feen  on  the  face  of  this  woman,  dig* 
nified  by  fplendid  (hame.  She  received 
with  the  mod  audacious  boldnefs  the  Ican- 
dalous  flatteries  and  compliments  of  the 
courders,  who  were  weak  enough  to  pay 
to  vice  the  homs^e  they  refufe  to  virtuous 
modefty,  unmindful  of  every  coniidenitioa 
but  advancing  their  fortunes.  The  anti- 
chamber  of  the  prefident  was  crowded  with 
creatures  who  cringed  beneath  her  feet. 

Reyerbeig 


Rcycrberg  was  almoft  the  only  perfbn 
who  did  not  flatter  this  idol,  for  which 
omiflion  he  experienced  much  difdainful 
treatment ;  but  that  far  from  difconcerting 
him,  he  received  with  the  mod  marking 
proofs  of  prid«.  On  one  hand,  he  was 
feared  on  account  of  his  keen  fatires ;  on 
the  other,  he  was  looked  on  as  too  weak  to 
be  worth  purfuit.  The  Count  de  Lohfeld 
changed,  atieail  in  public,  the  part  of  the 
lover  to  that  of  cicijbto  to  the  new  favourite  ; 
ever  at  her  fide,  he  conducted  and  accom- 
panied her  wherever  (he  went  j  giving  her 
bis  arm^.  or  carrying  her  angola;  for  which 
noble  fervices  he  was  recompenfed  with  the 
appointment  Cf  travelling  marefchal  to  his 
highnefs* 

Caroline  had  the  aflurance  to  have  apart- 
nents  in  one  of  the  prince's  country  feats^ 

K6  and 
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and  to  furnifli  them  to  her  tafte.  Her  cz- 
pence  tn  jewels  and  drefs  was  immeii(& 
Anful  enongh  to  profit  by  the  prince's  in- 
dination  for  prodigality,  aad. greedy  of 
pleafuie  and  riches,  (he  diverged  hss  atten« 
tion  from  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedsy  to 
fix  it  on  dances,  deck,  mufi<v  flicivs,  and 
Bemale  daUiaoce*.. 

The  prefideat  de  Melhfeldt,  until  ^  de« 
terminatioa  of  my  caufe^had  again  the  de« 
panmeot  of  finances ;.  my  fuit  in  the  mean^ 
time  continuing  with  the  ardour  that  roigbc 
be  expefted  from  fudi  impartial*  judges* 
It  \¥as  a  peculiar  favour  daat  I  might  anfwea 
the  interrc^atories  at  my  own  houfe,  and 
which  I  (hould  not  have  obtained,  if  in 
cffe£t  the  vexation  I  had  experienced  had 
not  deftroyed  my  health,  smd  confined  me 
tp  my  apaitmentr 

My 
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My  iu<Ig^s  ^^^  infinite  pains  to  bewiU 
Act  the  caufe,  and  render  it  obfcure^  but 
were  neverthelefs  unfuccefsful.    My  papers^ 
were  in  the  mod  exa6b  order,  and  alfo  ao^ 
companied  with  writings »  which^  proved^ 
that  far  from  enriching  myfelf,  I  had  ex^ 
pcnded  part  of  my  wife'^  fortune  in  the: 
fcnrice  of  the  date;     They  nevenhelefs  en«» 
deavoured  to  throw  my  moft-praife- worthy 
a&iona  into  a  wrong  light, .  and  reprefent 
theoL  as  vices« 

Notwithftanding,  there  arc  ever  a  fmall 
mirnber  of  wonhy  perfons  who  (et  an  ex« 
ample  of  virtue  and  honor  even  in  this 
lower  world.  I  experienced  this  truth; 
for  fome  well-difpofed  peojrfe  undertook 
my  defence  with  courage;  but  their  ex« 
tfcme  ardor,  which  k  frequently  allied  to 
imprudence,  did  me  coore  injury  than  (er- 

vice* 
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vice*  Need  I  here,  mention  my 
Louis^  whofe  attachment  nothing  could 
(hake ;  but  having  already  to  combat  the 
hatred  of  the  new>  favourite^  I  entreated 
him  to  obferve  a  ftri<5t  neutrality^ 

What  gave  me  the  greateft  aftoniflimenc 
was  the  attachment  that  a  fe&  of  men  ex- 
prefled  for  me»  from  whom  the  world  ex- 
peGts  little  fentiment  or  generofity ;  I  mean 
the  Jews.  This  unfortunate  nation,  fb 
cruelly  opprefled  and  deipifed,  although 
we  owe  ow  origin  and  religion  tathe  fimie 
fource;  this  unhappy  nadon^  which  fre- 
quently furpafles  u^  ia  induilry,  morality, 
and  underftanding,  had  been  cruelly  loaded 
with  heavy  taxes  befofe  I  ^as  roiniften 
Judice  made  me  endeavour  tp  afliftand 
relieve  their  diflreis^  a  condud  that  made 
them  look  on  me  as  their  benefador,  and 

grieve 
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grieve  for  the  indignity  which  my  enemies 
made  me  fuffer.  To  teftify  their  gratitude^ 
feme  of  their  members  were  deputed  from 
the  body  to  wait  on  me,  and  to  entreat  me 
to  command  every  fervice  in  their  power. 

This  mark  of  attention  pleafed  me,  and 
confirmed  the  idea  I  ever  adopted,  that  it 
is  our  ill  treatment  and  injuflice  that  caufe 
the  want  of  integrity,  candour  and  honefly,, 
with  which  we  accufe  the  Jews. 

The  (uit  agatnft  me  had  now  been  car^ 
ried  on  near  two  months  :  I  began  to  fur- 
mife  its  concluiion,  expefting  daily  the  in* 
formation  erf — "  The  prince,  out  of  his  in- 
finite clemency,  relinquifhes  all  proceeding 
againft  you,  and  difmilTes  you  from  your 
charge." — I  waited  the  happy  moment  witk 
impatience  that  (hould  bring  thefe  welcome 

tidings; 
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tidings;  my  wife  bad  already  began  to 
pack  up»  tranfported  with  the  idea  of  fiy- 
fng  to  a  peaceful  afylum,  when  an  extra- 
ordinary and  unexpedled  event  fumilhed 
my  enemies  with  freOi  arms  againft  me. 


CHAP, 


OIL  BIAS.  ao9 


CHAP.  XIV. 

former  CtmneEiions  are  frequently  dangerous^ 

and  fometimes  fatal. 

DURING  my  ficft  refidcnce  at  Ratif- 
bon,  I  had  ci^oyed  a  certain  degree 
of  reputation  as  apothecary  and  akhynitft« 
A  miferable  pedant^  called  Otterhof,  foI« 
lowed  the  fame  trade :  this  man  had  fpent 
many  yeara  in  the  debauchery  common  to 
univerfities,  and  which  he  had  left  on  being 
appointed  tutor  to  the  fon  of  a  rich  bailiff; 
he  however  forfeited  this  Htuation  by  too 
great  an  imiinacy  with  the  eldeil  daughter. 
After  having  experienced  many  ftrange  re« 
verfes  of  fortune,  he  came  to  Ratiibon^ 
where  he  taught  writing  and  arithmetici 
and  was  at  length  initiated  into  the  learned 

and 
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and  IcientiHc  brotherhood  of  alchymifls. 
This  naturally  cennedted  him  with  the  apo- 
thecary Noldmann»  where  I  was  (hopman. 
At  his  death,  Otterhof  had  deGgns  on  the 
widow,  who  chofe  to  give  roe  the  prefe- 
rence, u  hich  was  the  firft  fource  of  the  ha* 
tred  he  bore  me.  My  £dl  at  Ratiibon, 
which  the  brotherhood  attributed  to  my 
own  imprudence,  involved  him  in  its  con- 
(equences,  being  fatal  to  alchymy :  he  was 
banifhed  from  the  city,  a  circumftance  that 
doubile(s  encreaicd  his  refentment  towards 
me.  I  was  ignorant  of  what  had  become  of 
him,  when  one  day  as  I  was  travelling  as 
diredor  of  finances,  to  introduce  fome  new 
fcheme  in  the  country,  I  met  with  Otten* 
hof.  God  knows  how  he  came  there,  but 
he  was  fchool-mafter  in  a  village.  We  in- 
ftantly  recolleded  each  other,  yet  neither 
appeared  to  wi(h  to  renew  the  acquaintance. 

Doubdcfi 


GIL  BLAS.  21X 

boubtTefs  he  had  whifpered  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  dlredtor  of 
finances,  and  that  if  he  was  inclined  to  tell 
-all  he  knew,  could  put  him  in  a  ftrange 
^mbarraflTment.  My  adverfaiies,  attentive 
to  whatever  could  injure  me,  had  made 
particular  enquiries^  and  even  queftioned 
me  relpeAing  the  life  I  had  led  in  my 
youth.  Things,  however,  proceeded  no 
farther^  when  the  fchool-mafter  Otterhof 
was  committed  to  prifon  in  a  cafe  of  adul- 
tcry.  Here  he  was  again  interrogated  re- 
(peding  my  fcandalous  chronicle ; .  he  re- 
lated all  he  knew ;  meflengers  were  imme* 
diately  difpatched,  letters  wrote  to  different 
places,  and  the  accounts  obtained,  com- 
pared, and  brought  againft  me.  Guefs 
my  vexation,  when  at  the  very  moment  I 
thought  myfelf  at  the  end  of  the  procefs, 
the  prefident  informed  me  with  infernal 

joy 
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joy,  that  his  highnels  had  difcovered  fucfa 
ihameful  things  in  my  former  life,  that  he 
remitted  my  fentence  into  the  hands  of  the 
criminal  judges,  in  the  mean  time  forbid- 
ding me  to  quit  my  apartment.  He  aUb 
fpoke  fo  much  on  vagabonds,  that  at  length 
my  rage  overcame  prudence  $  I  feized  him 
by  the  throat ;  he  cried  out  for  affiftance  i 
my  ^ife  and  fervaots,  alarmed  at  the  ooife, 
came  in  and  lepaiated  us.  The  iniblent 
old  hypocrite,  the  moment  before  his  de* 
parture,  drew  from  his  pocket  a  paper^ 
v/hich  he  tibrew  oo.  the  table  in  9^  confiemg^ 
luous  manner. 

I  opened  it,  and  found  written,  in  laige 
charaAersi  the  following  words*  little  cal« 
culated  to  calm  my  peffioa. 

M  Piter 
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Af.  Peter  ClauSj  aflyaemaker^sfon^  defer ter 
rom  the  trcops  of  the" Duke  of  **<*,  became  a 
foifonoender  at  Ratifbon^  from  whence  he  was 
obliged  to  fly 9  and  has  fince  been  raifed  to  the 
-rank  of  prime  minifter^-^'^ 

It  is  impofliblc  to  defcribe  my  feelings 
on  the  perufal  of  this  fatal  billet.  My 
Sioufe  was  inftantly  furroundcd  with  goardf, 
ihe  prcfident  having  informed  his  highnefs, 
^hat  I  attempted  to  ftrangle  him  at  the  very 
moment  when  iic  reprefented  his  fecred 
{>erfon. 

My  fituation  became  daily  more  per-. 
plexing  ;  my  wife  was  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  and  entreated  me  to  confult  with 
Reyerberg.  According  to  the  rules  of 
juftice,  the  prince  had  no  right  to  tax  me 
for  my  pad  conduft,  as  I  had  no  accufers. 

But 
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But  juftice  is  little  confulted  when  the  ruin 
of  an  individual  is  determined.  Befide, 
they  might  have  obtained  complainrs  of  the 
regiment  from  which  I  deferted.  What  a 
humiliating  circumftance  for  a  minifter  of 
ftate  to  be  neceflitated  to  anfwer  fuch  a 
(hameful  acculation. 

There  was  but  one  method  left  to  draw 
me  out  of  this  embarraflitient,  and  that  ap- 
peared yet  more  difhonorable  than  the  cri- 
minal procefs — notwithftanding,  neceflity 
overcomes  difficulties.  My  wife  was  to  ad- 
drefs  the  unworthy  favourite,  and  entreat 
her  to  ufe  her  intereft  with  the  prince  to 
flop  the  proceedings  againft  me»  and  fufier 
us  to  retire.  This  ftep  was  humiliating, 
but  it  was  very  probable  that  Caroline,  flat- 
tered by  her  triumph,  and  proud  to  fee  her 
enemies  reduced  to  fupplicate  her  affift- 

ance. 
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ance,  would  intereO:  herfelf  in  our  favour, 
were  it  only  to  give  the  public  the  firft 
proofs  of  her  power  and  greatnefs  of  mind. 

The  afie<5tion  of  my  fpoufc  conquered 
her  repugnance ;  her  tendernefs  overcame 
the  difficulties  and  humiliation  that  attended 
the  requeft ;  the  next  morning  early  (he 
repaired  to  the  favourite,  and  returned  be- 
fore  I  woke,  uneafinefs  and  agitation  hav- 
ing kept  me  from  deeping  the  beginning 
part  of  the  night. 

*•  It ,  is  all  fettled,  my  dear  friend," 
were  the  pleafing  words  with  which  (h^ 
awoke  me  ; — all  is  fettled,  and  we  are  as 
free  as  the  birds  of  the  air/' 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

M.  Ji  CUmfbacb  leaves  the  CeKrij  mU  retires 
to  bis  Eft  ate  at  RubetboL 

«  QURELY  I  dream,"  replied  I,  rub- 
^^  bing  my  eyes,  "  yet  you  are  really 
dreffcdr— *• 

Madame  de  Claujbacb.  It  is  no  dream  i 
I  am  this  moment  returned  from  Caroline; 
ittake  yourfelf  perfe^^ly  happy,  we  may 
depart  when  we  pleafe. 

Oaus.  My  b6loved  firiend,  how  much 
muft  thy  delicacy  have  fufiered  from  this 
faumil  lacing  circumftance  ? 

JUgJame 
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Madame  de  Clam^ach.  Peace,  peace,  my 
dear  hulband,  it  is  all  foigocten.  What  is 
ft  moment  of  humiliation,  compared  to  the 
imiling,  happy  pro(pe6t  we  have  before  us  ? 

Claus.  What  a  blefiing  is  a  prudent  and 
faithful  wife !— I  .will  mention  it  no  more  \ 
ibr,  indeed^  I  could  not  endure  to  hear^ 
that  a  defpicable  courtezan  had  treated 
thee  with  difreipeft.  May  Heaven  fom6 
day  put  it  in  •my  power  to  fliew  thee  my 
gratitude  for  this  facrifice. 

Reyerberg  joined  us  the  moment  aftef^ 
accompanied   by  a  refpedtable  old  man^ . 
called  Brincknam.     He  was  a  philofbpher, 
lived  in  the  country,  and  had  only  come  to 
town  on  purpofe  to  enquire  after  me.    4 

VOL.  Ill*  L  MT^ 
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We  were  at  brtakfiift>  my  ^fe  ftttted  W« 
fidt  me^  h«r  trai  found  diy  neck,  add  «ttr 
ftb  M  my  kai^,  ffMsakiiig  t^  tbt  idlkkf 
that  Wfmtd  iM  ill  t^  country^  my  heait 
was  overpowered  with  tendernefs.   "  From 

diis  d^f  my  fabV^  ^^rciaitfi^  I,  ''  all  my 
bboun  fliatt  te  dimictd  x^  ^ee ;  we  now 
live  for  tiree  ikMi^  fMify  thou  wtk  be 
ffMefiil  ibr  owr  tai^  f' 

.  *'  yfhMt « tlMtl&tng.^oiipe!'*  raid  Rey* 
erbergy  as  he  enteced,  ^^  by  the  air  of  iut- 
nity  that  (its  on  your  features,  I  guefs  what 
bis  {>tffied«  Madacne  de  Chvtibadi  Kas 
lalcen  die  ftep  I  propofed  yefterday^  and 
ail  is  w^*'* 

^  We  informed  him  of  what  had  pafled ; 
the  converiatton  became  animated;  we 
converfed  on   the  fine    proje<fls  that    we 

could 
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could  execute  in  our  rural  ifylnm.  Itinrafc 
fettled  that  we  (hould  depart  that  fame 
evening,  attehded  hy  a  fingk  fervant,  and 
that  our  effeS^  and  domeftics  (hould-  Tol* 
low  us  the  next  day. 

I 

**  I  iiticercly  rejoice,  my  friend,'*  iaid 
Rcyerberg,  "  to  fee  thee  fo  tranquil  and 
content.  Endeavour  to  forget  illullrioui 
trifles  and  the  buftle  of  cities  5  it  is  a  duty 
x^ich  thou  oweft  to  thyfelf  and  family* 
For  me,  I  fliall  not  forget  them  ;  the  for- 
tune of  my  aunt  places  me  above  .want^ 
and  enables  me  to  retire  when  1  pleafe 
from  the  contagious  air  of  the  court;  but 

ft 

at  prefent  1  am  far  from  intending  it;  the 
unworthy  treatment  which  thou  haft  re- 
ceived calls  forth  my  activity,  and  awakens 
•my  vengeance.  I  have  nothing  to  lofe, 
have  neither  wife  nor  children,  and^  hap- 

L  2  pily. 
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pily,  am  not  much  affeded  by  changes  of 
fortune  s  I  will  therefore  remain  here,  and 
make  thefe  wretches  in  their  turn  expe- 
lience  what  they  have  made  thee  fufier. 
The  mod  artful  flattery,  and  ikilful  cun- 
ning, fliall  ferve  to  advance  me  in  the 
good  graces  of  a  weak  prince^  whofe  ear  is 
ever  open  to  vanity ;  then  if  I  fucceed, 
adieu  Melhfeldt,  the  marefchal,  the  Count 
.de  Lohleld,  and  the  favourite  courtezan. 
I  will  work  againft  them  in  a  manner  that 
(hall  aftonifli  the  deepeft  courtier,  and  yet 
with  coolnefs  and  deliberation.  When  I 
have  accomplilhed  that  tafk,  I  will  join 
you  in  your  retreat  at  Ruhethal.** 

Louisas  projeft  furprized  us^  we  com^ 
mented  on  it  fome  time,  pafling  the  day 
together  in  the  moft  interefting  difcourie. 
'M  am  by  no  means  adonKhed,"   (aid 

Brincknamt 
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Brincknam,  "  at  the  injuftice  you  have 
fuftained;  whoever  endeavours  to  labour  - 
for  the  happinefs  of  others  muft  expeft  re-  i 
pulfes  and  changes.  Why  (hould  you  hope 
for  a  Iiappicr  fate  than  any  benefaftor  of 
the  human  race  ever  experienced,  either 
ancient  or  modern  ?  To  reckon  on  the  gra:* 
titude  of  cotemporaries,  or  on  the  afliftance 
of  faithful  zealous  friends,  is  to  build  on 
fand.  We  have  reafon  to  congratulate  our* 
felves,  when  we  have  not  injuries  returned 
for  real  fervice/* 

Difpofed  to  believe  the  truth  of  this  ob*- 

■ 

fervation,  I  recalled  to  my  memory  the 
commentary  on  J.  J.  Rouffeau.'  **  The  ^ 
man  who  pafles  through  life,  pofleiTed  of  ^ 
cafe  and  a  happy  competency,  cannot  con*-  ' 
ceive  the  hatred  of  Roufieau  to -mankind  * 
lo  be  real,  but  an  exaggerated  pidture. — 

JL  3  Before 
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Before  you  can  judge^  learn  to  appreciate 
properly  your  rivals  in  circumftaDces;,  ua« 
derftandiog,  and  fortune;  rife  by  yoiii 
virtues  and  talents,  and  perfuade  your(eIf 
in  the  innocence  of  your  heart  that  you  are 
cftecmed  and  beloved,  bccaufe  you  are  re- 
ceived wiih  fmiles  and  embraces.  But 
^hen  the  precipice  is  dug  beneaih  your 
fcec  by  the  fame  hands  which  prefled  youfs 
witii  all  the  feeming  warmth  of  friendfiiipy 
and  when  at  length  the  pit  falls  in,  look 
rounds  fee  how  your  friends  fly ;  regardlefs 
of  your  danger,  they  will  (hun  you  as 
though  you  were  infedious;  thofe  you 
have  rendered  happy  will  repay  you  with 
injuries ;  you  muft  bear  the  arrogant  pity 
of  fome,  the  infulting,  humiliating  com* 
^Qtoo  of  others,  and  after  having  fufiered 
jthisi,  love  mankind  if  you  can." 

*  AIJ 
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All  this  is  true,  too  true.  Unhappily, 
men  of  undcrftanding  aie  ufually  purfoed  ^ 
ooc  that  perfecution  is  the  diflm&ive  mark 
of  merit,  though  it  i&  frequeody  a-  proof 
of  ft. 

Mr.  Brincknam'.addedv  that  at  firfl  I 
flwiild  have  fome  trouJilc  ta  accuftom  rajv 
felf  to  the  quiei.  of  a  country  life.  We  de* 
piftrted  in  the  evening ;  the  reparation  froin 
my  frieada  was  paiAfuli  variooa  ideas  tdak 
pofieHiQa  of  faiy  fpirits;  and  hung  heary  on 
my  heari.  A  ctonvd  of  poor^  vhoin  we 
had  often  relieved  with  the  fuperiiuity  of 
Qur  wealth,  heard  of  ;our  depahure^  ancL 
whfenwe*gc)t  iqto  the  carriage  fuiirqinnled 
us,  their  eyes  bathed  in  toark^^fpieechkfk 
with  forrow,  but  by  their  gdfVuiM  ^pf3a<^ 
rently  imploring  the  benedidions  of  Hm^ 
veo  on  our  heads.    I  was  loft  in  a  foft  and 

L  4  pleafing 
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pleafing  melancholy,  nor  could  I  refraia 
lelitving  my  emorion  by  tears.  I  (hatched 
mylelf  from  this  moving  fcene»  and  we 
departed  immediately. 

Such  was  the  conclufion  of  the  dream  of 
worldly  grandeiiTthat  had  fo  long  bewil- 
dered my  imagination.  Happy  the  man 
who  awakes  from  fnch  a  deludve  ilumber 
with  ftrength  of  mind  and  body  unim- 
paired ;  I  had  (hook  it  off  in  time,  or  ra- 
ther my  enemies  had  (iiatched  me  from  it. 
Age  has  not  weakened  my  Acuities ;  and 
the  latter  period  of  my  life^  I  may  enjoy 
Jiberty,  domefttc  peace,  the  riches  of  a 
country  Jife,  and  the  happinefs  they  be- 
ftow.  I  Uefs  the  Author  of  all  Good  for 
giving  me  a  heart  fenfiUe  of  his  benevo* 
lence.  . 

,ii     •.'  .     i  ■  '.  ..  We 
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-  We  proceeded  a  league  without  fpeak*' 
ipg.  When  we  had  emisely  loft  fight  of 
Ac  capital,  and  fouftd  ourfelvea>fiffroundocl 
with  fertile  meadow^^  and  fieids<;  covered 
with  rich  crops  of  com,  our  hearts  ioden*^ 
fibly  gave  waj  to  a.  fcniiaicnt  of  joy.  No-^  ^ 
thing  is  (b  foon  fosgotcen,  nor  wldi  Xuch^  i 
pleafure^  as  the  remembsance  of  paitmisfof  t  \ 
tunes.  A  contemplation  of  the  beauties  of 
nature,  into  whofe  arms  we  were  now  going, 
to  throw  ourfelves^  the  fereoity  .of  tlifi 
weather,  all  invited,  contentment,,  and  bar 
iii(hed  the  lecoUedioa  of  our  fufferingsv. 
We  alighted  from  the  coach^.  following  it 
leifiirely^  iny  wife  leaning  on  my  arm,  aqd^ 
our  {on  running jmd  playing. befoce  us* 

An  honeft  curate^  whom  I  well  knew,, 
and*  at  whofe  houfe  we  entreated  a  iQdging 
the  firft  nighty  was  furprized  at  this  vifit^ 

L  5  faying, 
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iioftogf  ^  To  what  happy  dunce  do  I  owe 
iSk  hofior  of  feemg  your  excellcnqr  in  jnjr 
kCHiible  AMlmg ?'—««  I iiafeno km^  a 
ngtic  m  that  citky  my  firieod,**  xeplied  I ; 
**  wifi  you  pennit  an  exiled  mmifter  to 
pmk  thU  nighc  in  your  paftoral  habitation  ? 
^4Hxr  Idndneft  will  do  you  no  injuty  ac 
ctaft^  I  proflftiie  you.'* 

.  Sooie  lew  days  after  we  made  our  entry 
ftt^^R^lh^hat,  I  diought  to  fiirprize  my 
Mj^b5ui«4it  Urfifbedc,  and  the  fionily  of 
Captain  Weckel,  bait  they  were  infomed 
we  were  on  the  road;  and  when  we  alighted 
befone  the  caftle,  found  ourfeires  infiantly 
furrotmded  by  thofe  tender  friends,  whoiei 
kindnefs  has  made  a  paradifeof  my  dwelling. 

My  firft  care  «v)  my  eftate  was  to  alter 
the  buildings;  the  winter  Ideftined  to  the 

inflrudion 
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inftrudion  of  our  fon.  By  the  advice  of 
my  fpoufe^  I  have  determined  to  fend  for 
my  poor  coufin  /gfarman^  ilie  (bn  of  the  apo-- 
thecary  and  bui^o-maft^r  Valeotia. .  I  d^ 
not  bl\i(h  to  acknowledge  my  relations^ 
though  poor  and  unfortunate^  a  fault  too 
common  with  the  great^'bot  ii  certain  fign 
q£  a  bad  heart; 


Out  furniture  arrived  ibm^  days  Mt^r^ 
ikrith  the  fenraaDs  (  they  brought  me  a  letteir 
findm  my.  friedui  Rdyerbecg*  •    * 


,  I  fo^t  to  inform  the  re^er,  tb^  at  thi^ 
commencement  lof  the  fuit  iniUcujted  againi^ 
nxy  I  vemitied  «>.hisb»gbmeikmy'pfd|ei^pf 
die  blue  herring*.  :    /{ 


'  I  "J 


1^6 


■  ^ 


CHAP> 


22S  THB  OE&IIAW 


CHAP.    XVI. 

Clans  writes  to  tie  Prince j  anH'paJes  tb^  Re* 
mainder  of  bis  Days  on  bis  Eflate. 

IMMEDlATELrY^on  ny  arriTal  atRu* 
hethal,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  prince ; 
it  is  true  I  expeded  little  fuccefs  from  fuch 
a  ftep^  but  \  flattered  m^eif  with  erpofing 
fbme  harfli  trtiths,  which  I  thought  F  owed 
to  myfelf  aad  others,  t  'had  quitted  the 
capital  like  a  thief  in  the  night ;  my  af* 
fairs  were  left  inconrufion.;  and  the  prince, 
blinded  by  hyptxM  iticat  deceivers,  imagined 
me^artUain — me. who ^- bad  once  enjoyed 
his  favour  and  confidence*  The  greater 
number  of  the  public  mufl  neceflarily  be  of 
the  fame  opinion,  if  I  did  not  take  fome 
ftep  to  publifh  the  tcuth,  and  unveil  the 
injuftice  of  my  eneouesl 


The  man  wbofe  coD£cxin<x  is  clear  from 
reproach  may  be  regardlefs  of  .the  judg* 
ment  of  the  multitude  :  nor  is  it  needful 
for  him  to  prove  his  innocence  of  every  car 
lumliy.  invented  by  his  eneniies;  it  is  ra- 
ther fof  the  individual '  who  dare$  boldly 
fpeak  agatnft  him,  to  examine  the  accu-- 
fetioos  and  ba(is  on  which  they  repofe^ 
before  he  repeats,  fuch  inf4mies.  Would 
k  not  be  a  deplorable  circumftance^  if  the 
fage  could  be  forced  to  quit  bis  tranquil 
dwelling,  and  obliged  to  live  in  perpekial 
difientions?  Ever  under  the  occeflfity-of  de- 
feodting  biiRf^^lfi  and  lefing  time  which 
might  be  better  employed,  than  in  fup- 
poftk)g  his']^e|>utation  agaikift  the  infinua* 
oons^of  the  wicked.  Ii;i  tbait  cafe^  bad  dif- 
pefed  m^n  meed  oalji  to.  fpce:^  twice  every 
jbi^eek^  evil  reports  of  his  probity  and  the 
ilat()  of  his  affiui3j   to  neccfl^tate  liioi  tp 

lay 
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by  his  books  and  seceipcs  oooftncfy  befixe 
die  public. 

.  We  ace  only  refponfible  for  our  aftiom 
to  judges  or  fuperiors ;  yet»  if  we  wifii  to 
jufttiy  ourfelves  of  £ftife  accufations,  which 
have  never  been  proved,  but  merely  io- 
veoced  to  deibroy  ourbonor,  I  think  every 
man  at  liberty :  and  as  this  w^s  exaffcly  the 
cafe  in  which  I  found  myfelf,  I  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  the  prince. 

•*  My  Lord/ 
^*  Your  highnefs  Has  overwhelmed  me 
with  ihame  and  contempt,  yet  in  quittii^ 
the  rank  in  whkh  you  yourfelf  placed  m^ 
I  enjoy  the  fatisfa^on  -that  my  heart  caa^^ 
not  reproach  me.  I  have  even  ititerro*- 
gated  my  confcience^  whether  in  this  dii^ 
aibous  moment  I  weuld  change  fituationa 

with 


GIL  BLAS.  23 1 

with  my  enemies,  and  be  the  accufer  or 
the  uQJuftly  condemned.  That  iiicorrap«» 
tible  Judge  whifpersthat  my  prefent  «pofi»- 
tion  ii  a  thoiifand  times  prefeiBbic>  tind 
that  no  dignity  on  ear  tit  diould  compel 
me  to  alter  it. 


'*  I  entreat  your  higbAefs  not  to  attribute 
to  pride,  arrogance,  or  a  delire  of  ven- 
geance, the  motives  that  occafion  this  ad<* 
dreis;  neither  is  it  to  defend  my  innocence^ 
but  to  fupplicate  you  to  refleft,  before  you 
ufe  the  power  which  Providence  has  dele- 
gated to  you,  of  deftroying  by  a  few  fyl- 
hbles  the  civil  exigence  of  a  man  of  honor 
and  integrity.  My  moral  e>tiftence  is  be- 
yond your  reach,  that  you  cannot  deprive 
me  of  . 

^   ^'  Innocenoi 
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*^  Innocence  isabove  the  power  of  princes 
or  cahimniatxirs ;  and  as  your  highnds  did 
not  thii^  fie  to  caufe  ray  fisft  accdkions 
to  be  proved  agsunftme^  neither  do  I  think 
myfelf  authorized  to  prove  the  contrary, 
until  my  advedaries   have   alledged  the 
means  on  which  they  found  their  denunci- 
ations.    The  laft  reproach  that  was  made 
me,  on  the  fubjed  of  my  former  life,  ap- 
pears to  have  fome  glimmering  of  truth, 
and  to  (hew  me  in  an  unequivocal  light, 
particularly  oa  account  o£  my  entreaty  to 
ftop  the  proceedings^  aodtaMb-my  precipi* 
,  tate  departure.;,  but  that.(b:p  was  the  only 
fteans  I  had  to  procure  an  appeal.    Thus 
then  upon,  my  eftate,  in  a  fecure- retreat, 
in  a  fttange  land»  and  beyond  the  limits  of 
your  power,  I  will  truft  my  caufe  to  an 
impartial  public.    I  will  print  every  adven- 
Mifi:  of  my  hk  y  a  proceedmg  that  canoot 

be 
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be  called  vengeance.  A  man  whole  honor 
has  been  fligmatized,  if  he  defends  himfelf 
publicly  againft  calumny ;  if  he  does  not 
ftab  his  ailai&ns,  but  tears  off  their  maiks  % 
if  he  only  returns  the  evil  that,  has  been 
done  him»  by  relating  and  expofing  it  td 
the  eye  of  the  world,  it  is  not  revenge,  but 
a  duty  which  he  owes  to  himfelf  and 
friends.  Why  (hould  he  be  careful  of.  the 
reputation  of  people  who  have  not  fpared 
his  civil  exiftence  ? 


"  What  I  particularly  entreat  your  high* 
nels  is,  to  be  convinced  that  I  do  not  pre« 
ferve  the  lead  animofity  to  you ;  I  write 
this  letter  to  aiTure  you  of  it ;  and  likewife 
to  pfiei'  dt  the  fame  /time  fome  falutary 
council*  if  your  highnefs  looks  on  the  one 
as  temerity,  and  th^  other  as  ufekfs,  I  eoM 
treat,  you  to  ^roiiftder,  that  tbOugh  the  dut]? 

of 
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of  mafter  and  fenrant  my  cea£e»  the  duty 
from  maa  to  man  can  never  be  extind ; 
and  if  we  cannot  clearly  prove  (a  circinn* 
(lance  difiicuk  on  earth)  that  paflion  has  no 
fway  in  our  judgment,  the  individml  ts 
frequendy  as  competent  to  diicover  tntri* 
cate  points,  and  to  jud^  them  as  the 
prince.  Accept  therefole  thefe  bUl  coun- 
cils. 

'*  Your  highnefs  poflefies  all  the  difpofi* 
tions  neceflary  to  form  an  excellent  clia* 
ri&er,  as  wdl  from  the  qoalitiei  of  th^ 
heart  as  thofe  of  the  mind.  I  am  not  ac* 
cuftomed  to  flatter.  You  moreover  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  higt^  hirth^  and  a  rank 
which  prefents  you  wich  numberlc&  occa- 
fioos  to  do  good,  accompanied  with  an  af- 
iumnce,  that  none  of  your  meritorious  ac* 
tions  will  be  kft  in  obicuricyi  a  powerful 

incentive 
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incentive  to  that  virtue  incumbent  on  high 
birth.  What  a  pleafure  for  a  man,  en* 
dowed  with  diftinguiOied  talents  and  happy 
dtfpofition)  like  your  highncfs,  to  diilin* 
guiih  bimfelf  from  his  equals  in  rank  and 
bkth,  by  traits  of  juftice  and  proceedings 
worthy  praife.  Juftice,  my  lord,  is  the  firft 
of  virtues  s  it  brings  us  nearer  to  the  Di« 
vinity,  becaufe  it  fprings  from  the  quali* 
ties  of  the  foul^  and  excludes  weakne&  and 
paflion. 

"  But  how  can  the  man,  in  whom  confti- 
tution  and  pride  alone  give;  fometimet 
flights  of  probity^  how  ca^  he  be  jufl:,  if 
be  takes  thofe  momentary  emoiions  for 
virtue  itfelf  ?  Obftinacy,  ill  humour,  of 
perfua6on,  may  draw  him  ii^to  precipitate 
actions,  yet  he  dares  t)^{l  of  hi^  adtivicyt 
firmnefs,  and  perieveraQCe.    Vile  jSatterers 

cringe 
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cringe  at  his  feet,  twenty  'thoufand  ilavcs 
tremble  at  his  voice,  and  perfoade  him  that 
he  reigns,  when  in  reality  a  woman  rules 
him.  He  diftribittes  among  a  ilochful  fee 
of  courtiers  riches  that  he  has  no  ri^t  to 
beftow,  but  which  is  the  wealth  of  his  fub- 
jeds,  glorying  in  his  benevolence  while  a 
thoufand  miferable  wretches  fli  udder  in  the 
dufly  and  labour  with  the  fwcat  of  their 
brows  to  procure  to  a  voluptuary  futns  ne*^ 
ceflary  to  fupport  a  life  of  oppreffion. 

«*  Notwithftanding,  my  lord,  cad  your 
eyes  on  fome  of  your  eqiials  in  rank,  you 
will  find  that  this  no  imaginary  pidure.—* 
Your  highnefs  cannot  xlegenerate  to  diat 
point.  Were  it  pofiible,  I  fiiould  regret 
mif-ipendtng  the  time,  when  refpe&ing  the 
man  more  than  the  prince,  I  converfed 
with  you  oa  the  duties  of  a  fbvereign^  and 
*^  the 
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xhc  means  of  procuring  the  public  good. 

I  was  not  deceived^  when   I  thought  your 

highnefs  Cufceptible  of  virtuous  fentiments^ 

and  full  of  ardour  for  what  ought  to  be 

held  facr^d.    The  injuftice  which  you  were 

caufed  to  be  guilty  of  on  my  account  ap« 

pears,  it  is  true^  to  announce  the  contrary. 

But  I  repeat  it,  I  was  not  deceived ;  you 

are  not  yet  degraded  to  the  clafs  of  tyrants: 

you  have  only  advanced  the  firft  ftep ;  a 

fatal  blindnefs  has  for  a  moment  bewildered 

you ;  but  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  return  to 

the  paths  of  virtue/' 

.  I  had  written  thus  far  of  my  letter,  ex- 
periencing  the  mod  pleafing  fatis&Aion  of 
opening  the  eyes  of  a  fovereign^  when  the 
old  Baron  of  Leidthal  entered ;  1  read  him 
my  epiftle,  in  hope  that  be  would  approve 
it,  but  I  was  deceived. 

If 
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«*  If  you  will  take  my  advkc/*  faid  he, 
**  do  not  fend  this  letter.  You  hare  wifhed 
to  avoid  the  appearance  of  paflSon ;  not* 
witbftanding,  it  burfls  forth  in  fome  places 
with  much  bittcrnefs.     Paflion,  you  well 
know,  offends^  but  never  correfts ;  befides, 
men  of  that   kind  are  ancorrigibley  and 
your  prince,  from  the  pidture  you  have 
given  me  of  him,  is  more  fo  than  others ; 
a  being  for  whom  extreme  youth  offers  no 
excufe,  gukled  by  the  council  of  a  wife  and  • 
iitithful  friend,  who  taught  him  to  enjoy 
the  pleafure  that  is  attached  to  the  exerdfe 
of  virtue;  if  he  falls  into  follies,  and  be- 
comes docile   to  the  infinuations  of  the 
wicked,  never  flatter  yourfclf  that  he  wU 
return  to  probity.    Has  not  your  prince 
enjoyed  ibat  happinefe  in  your  adminiftra- 
tion  ?  It  is  then  a  vain  hope  to  amend  him ; 
his  weaknefs  will  never  forfake  him  ;  mis- 

fortune 
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Tcrtune  may  perhaps  render  him  momenta^* 
rily  wife.  Of  'what  fcrvice  would  be  your 
cpiftle?  In  die  tumirit  of  pleafurcs  with 
which  he  is  into:}^icated9  he  would  not  take 
the  pains  to  read  .it.  It  is  to  time^  that 
difcovbrs  merits  to  juftify  you.  Ml^ht  I 
advife)  add  ihh  letter  to- the  number  of 
your  adventurism  G nee  you  ftre  detenmned 
to  pubHfli  them.'* 

This  advice  appeared  diftated  by  wif- 
dom :  I  followed  it  ^  'liild  liere  ends  the  re- 
cital of  the  remarkable  events  of  my  life. 
May  they  at  once  ferve  for  amufement  and 
inftruftion.  I  do  not  fear  fmcerely  con- 
feffing  my  follies,  errors,  and  mifcarriages. 
It  is  true  they  are  numerous  j  but  before 
you  pronounce  againft  me,  return  thanks 
to  Heaven  that  you  were  not  thrown  into 
iimilar  (ituations;  but  have  been  better  di- 

icfted 
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re&ed  by  education^  £ite,  paffions,  and 
temper.  I  believe  we  are  all  born  with  the 
£une  wcaknefles,  and  that  if  thofe  four 
powerful  relbrts  influenced  us  equally,  our 
aftions  would  ezadly  refemble  each  other. 
But  I  admire  the  numberiefs  (hades  in 
which  the  Creator  has  placed  tlie  work  of 
his  hands,  as  doubtlefs  the  prodi^ous  di- 
veriity  marveloufly  attefts  his  power. 


F  I  H  I  s. 
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